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July 1, 1973

Mrs. J. M. Yoakum 
311 Magnolia Lane 
Duncanville, Texas 75116
Dear Mrs. Yoakum1

Your letter of May 29th has just come to me as I have been away 
for three weeks on a camping trip with my children.
I do appreciate your writing to me and would make a concientious 
effort to do a workmanlike piece of research for you. You 
understand, of course, that I am not a Genaààogist and do mat 
make interpretations or "family charts" as duch, but endeavor 
to find and copy all pertinent matter in Todd County records.
I charge $^.50 per hour for my work and this includes a type­
written report, any mileage necessary, etc, I charge only 
for time actually spent in the records in the courthouse.
I think this is in line with the charge usually made by other 
Certified Genealogical Record Searchers.
To do a sensible piece of work, it would be necessary for me 
to know what sources you have used to find your family —  census 
records, tax lists, military records, etc., so that I would make 
no duplication were I to go into thés type of record. I have 
access to two fine libraries - in Clarksville, Tennessee, and 
in Madisonvile, Kentucky, bothof which have some excellent 
reference materials. There is no l&cal library here, unfortunately.
Have you made an effort to cantact any of the Gordon family 
still living here? There used to be quite a group of them in 
the Daysville neighborhood, some of whom are still living, I am 
sure. The Gordons have always been most prominent in Todd County 
history, and I am sure that some one of them must surely have 
kept family records, Bibles, etc. I can inquire if you would 
like.
The recently published STORY OF TODD COUNTY 1820-1970(on which 
I collaborated with the librarian of the high school) contains 
many Gordon references» A.C., Caroline, the family, Rev. Guy,
James Maury Morris, J. C., Jeptha, Reuben, R. C., Richard, Samuel 
Mrs. William, and Rev. W.C. and Rev. W. P.
The Gordon family was listed in the congregation of the Christian 
Church at Daysville in 1880. A store there which belonged to Mr. 
Reuben Gordon in 1953 was first started by his father, J.C. Gordon 
in 1903. The senior Mr. Gordon ran the store until 19 3̂» when he 
died.
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Mrs. Yoakum

I believe that Mr. Reuben Gordon is still living in Louisville, 
Kentucky, but I believe that his sister, Mrs. Lillian Shumate, 
still lives at Daysville.
A search of the Todd County records would include that of 
deeds, wills, estate settlements, marriage records from 
the foundation of the county in 1820 from parts of Christian 
and Logan Counties. As Daysville is practically on the 
Todd-Logan line, it would seem possible that some of your 
Gordon information would be in the Logan County records at 
Russellville, which I could search out for you.
I might suggest that you would find marriage records in Boone 
County, Kentucky, by writing the County Court Clerk at Burlington, 
Kentucky, 41105. Beverly Washington1 Gordon must surely have left 
other traces in that county,too. Too, the birth and death records 
in this state start only at 1911* so probably would not help, tho' 
some counties* records start at 1851. You might contact the 
Kentucky Historical Society at Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 for 
help in their records. They do no research, but would suggest 
researchers there in the library to help you at a fee.
There are many printed sources which might be of help to youi 
especially Perrin's History of Todd and Christian (1184) to 
which I have access but do not own. Another good source is 
Rev, Coffman’s HISTORY OF LOGAN COUNTY which is in the Russellville 
City Library. I have Collins HISTORY OF KENTUCKY in two volumes 
here at home.
Please let me know if I may be of help to you, and I will make 
every effort.

Very sincerely yours,

Frances Thomasson Lynn, G.R.S. 
(Mrs. Ralph D. Lynn)



May 29, 1973
311 Magnolia Lane
Duncanville, Texas 7^116

Mrs. Ralph Lynn 
Elkton, Kentucky
Dear Mrs. Lynn:

Enclosed is the information on my Gordon family. I would like a quot 
on what it will cost for you to do some research for me. I was told that 
you do this kind of work in Todd County, Kentucky. I would like to know 
how you charge if by the hour or etc.

We believe my Beverly Washington Gordon to possibly be the grandson of 
Samuel Gordon but I have been unable to locate Beverly Washington Gordon's 
parents.
I have also been unable to locate anything on Carolina Clark Wood, Beverly 
Washington Gordon's wife's folks. There were also In Kentucky but I know 
nothing about them.
I will be waiting to hear from you in regards to the charge. Thank you.



Beverly Washington Gordon born Todd County, Kentucy October lit, 1817, 
died May 12, 1910 at Caddo, Stephens County, Texas.
Married January 21, 1855 to Carolina Clark Wood in Boone Co.,Kentucky. 
Carolina born January 17, 182JU Cincinatti, Ohio, died Jan. 5, 1919, 
Caddo, Stephens County, Texas.

Beverly and Carolina moved from Kentucky to Missouri, from Davis County, 
Missouri to Arkansas about 1867 and to Grayson County, Texas in 1875 and 
to Stephens County, Texas in 1 8 7 6 . (There is no Davis County in Missouri 
so it must have been and old county or else possibly Daviess Co.)
Beverly and Carolina had 9 children;

A. Fredonia Elizabeth Gordon born Kentucky Dec. 25, 1855, died June 28, 
1926 Altamont, Missouri. Married James Kirk Matlock March 13, I8 6 3. 
They had 10 children.

B. John Thomas Gordon born Todd County, Kentucky May 8, 1858, died 
September 12, 1950 Collinsville, Grayson County, Texas. He was 
married three times and had several children.

C. Henry Oswald Gordon (my great grandfather) born Todd County, Ky. 
March 22, 1850, died June 21, 1937 on the home place Cooke County, 
Texas. Married May 1, 1879 to Emma Rintha Ingram. They had six 
children and I descend through the fifth child.

D. Nancy Jane Gordon born Dec. 25, 25?, 1852, died April 17, 1930. 
Married William Dallas McFadden 1877 in Texas. They had nine 
children.

E. Richard Franklin Gordon born August 15, 1855, died June 26, 1927
Caddo, Texas. Married Eliza Price. No children. Married again
and no children.

F. Mary Addie Gordon born August 25, 1857, died about i860.
G. Margaret Virginia Gordon born Missouri July 2, i860, died June 11, 

1955 Phienix, A rizona. Married Andrew Jackson Cox. Six Children.
H. Leah Vernon Gordon born Davis Co., Missouri August 20, 1865, died 

April 8, 196)2 Globe, Arizona. Married James William Robinson.
Five Children.

I. Tillie May Gordon born Arkansas May 22, 1868 , died May 21, 1952
Caddo, Texas. Married Joseph Henry McMeen 18 8 9 at Caddo, Texas.
They have eight children.
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To an y  i j r j i s t e r  or the Gospel,  o r  o ther  p erson  le g a l ly  author ized  to solemnize M a t r im o n y :

You. ar(i Permitted to solinnize the R IT E S  OF M A TR .TM O X Y  betwc

and

equirments of the law having been complied with. JL_.

W IT  A'ESS my signature as Clerk of c f , A A

 18f t

CJt

t h i s  r] ( , y  0g

Ji.

¿ A fe  C Ó A , 
A  /

• I ; .  /'

County Court. 

Clerk. 

T). C.
/

SNi---

This is to certify that on the <? r;f  day of C f f l t f A

M A T R IM O N Y  were legally solemnized by me bet ween
*-/// V ~7, /] , .

, 1  ' '   ̂ ’ a t .  ¿izc.</r l-o*-* • C O . i n  t h e  e
and,

o f c in the presence of /  / °  -
C t / s í c e - S  C d - 'f .  < ■ /  / c. A

189k) the R IT E S  OF

a u n t y

/t /)

Y ...

f f f ~  < r  T V
(Signed) A/ - A  ' '—  *   .......

[ T h e  .Statute re q u ire s  the n a m e s  o f  at least t w o  w itne sses  t„ he in s e rt e . l  in  the fo re g o in g  C e r t if ic a t e .]
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