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'OUR CHURCH

Hallie Masterson

We, the members of Carrollton United Methodist Church, present this
our history. We are indebted to those fine people who have gone before us, for
providing our present physical plant. We pray that we may leave a spiritual
legacy for those who follow, as we follow those who have gone on.

This history, a very good and interesting history of the church from the
1790’s into the 1950’s, begins with the original words of Miss Hallie
Masterson. Miss Ruth Adkinson updated that work into the 1960’s, and now
has brought the work into the 1980’s.

We pray that this work is a challenge and an insight to what God has
done.




About The Author

Beauty and strength and truth take many forms in human existence and
human endeavor.

To find the rare combination of these three virtues exemplified in the
enduring, sustained life story of one Christian woman is to gaze upon a “Pearl
of Great Price” and to marvel at the beauty, strength, and truth of a dedicated
Methodist.

Our author, at an advanced age, was requested by Carrollton Methodist
Church authorities to set out and compile the matters contained in the pages
which follow.

Without question, without hesitation, she complied and forever set the
example for those who follow in the service of the Lord: Namely, to use every
talent with which one is endowed to enable the Carrollton Methodist Church
to better serve mankind.

Teacher, counsellor, guide, historian, not one among the membership
can recall when Miss Hallie was not the bulwark in the ageless struggle against
the forces of evil in the community.

Advanced in years and the knowledge of the ways of life, her faith is as
new, and fresh, and youthful as Christ would have it in his requirement that
one “Must be born again”.

To sum it all up in one brief observation: having known Miss Hallie
makes it easier to be a Christian. That beautiful, strong, truthful grace which
has served her and her Church for so long cannot fail to suffice for us all, here
and now, and for unborn generations who will joyfully give their full share of
time, talent, and devotion to the Carrollton Methodist Church.

/s/ LOUIS T. GRIFFITH
Louis T. Griffith

Foreword

In preparing this little history of the Carroliton Methodist Church, I
have relied on my own memory for much of the material between 1888 and
1952. For information previous to this I am indebted to old traditions,
memories of older members who have passed on, to a church roll of 1824, and
to a church history compiled by Mrs. Lou Howe in 1898. I am also indebted to
Mrs. Sarah Howe Salyers and her phenomenal memory for events and dates
during her residence here; to Mrs. Lida Hopkins, who began the work of
organizing with me and who was forced to stop because of illness; and to Ruth
Adkinson, who helped me with the arranging and typewriting-as well as to
many other people whose loving memories have helped to reconstruct the life
of our church. In mentioning the names of particular people who have beena
part of the church life, I feel a great fear that I may have omitted many names
that should have been mentioned. Far, far from all “the faithful” have even
been mentioned by name. The services of love and devotion of all of these
unnamed ones are not of less value because they are not mentioned here. This
is not an attempt to call to mind all those who have had a great part in our
church life. That would not be possible. This history is at best intended only to
freshen the memory and start a strain of reminiscences in the hearts of all
those who, like me, love OUR CHURCH. T




Out of a series of Sunday morning talks, at the insistence of some of the
members of our present Sunday School, who feel the church of today should
know the church of yesterday and the day before, has come this little history
of the Carrollton Methodist Church.

The history goes back before the days of Carrollton...even before the
days of Port William...to the earliest settlements of Kentucky. As early as
1785 a family settles at the mouth of the Kentucky. They were killed by the
Indians. Another family came in 1786. They were driven off by the Indians
but were not killed. By 1790 it was reasonably safe to settle here, and a number
of the families who came were Methodists. Our beginnings also tie closely
with the first Methodist Conference held west of the Alleghenies in 1790,
when Richard and Sarah Masterson entertained Bishop Asbury, ten lay
members, and six circuit riders to the Western Wilderness, at Masterson
Station, located outside Lexington on what is now the site of the Narcotic
Farm. Our history ties in closely with this Conference, for in 1790 Richard
and Sarah Masterson came to settle on the Ohio two miles above the mouth of
the Kentucky. Here as in Lexington, their home was used for holding services.
The first resident Methodist preacher known to have come here was Henry
Ogburn, who came from the Virginia Conference in 1795, and who preached
in the home of Richard and Sarah Masterson as well as in his own home.
Other homes were opened to the minister, and all services were held in these
private homes until 1810, when a log church was built on Henry Ogburn’s
farm.

In 1818 a brick church was built on Sixth Street where the Christian
parsonage now stands. A roll of the members of the church, or Class, as it is
called in the records, was given to Mrs. R.W. Masterson, by Mrs. Sarah
Bohrum, widow of the church clerk who had kept the records at that time.
The roll is given here:

Henry Ogburn Nathanial Porter

Joseph Hardy Nancy Gaunt
Nancy Porter Sally Lowe

George W. Bohrum Louisiana Winslow
Charlotte Ogburn Anne Gaunt
Rebecca Hardy Dennis Abbett
Sarah Masterson Maria Abbett
Lucy W. Bohrum George Goddard

Elizabeth Guinea Sally Bailey
Margaret Hardy Sally Netherland
Sarah Peniston Hannah Vanpelt

Patsy Porter Esme M. Lowe
Margaret Hardy Mary McClelland
Garland Bullock Sarah Pierson
Mary Bullock Rachel Parks
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Nancy Hawkins
Theresa Goddard

Jane Metcalf
Nancy Goddard

Lydia Clark - Mary Blair

Mary Ogburn Rachel Lowe
Margaret S. Winslow Catherine Crosby
Nancy Shields Eliza Lingenfelter
Angeletta Vanpelt Eliza Goddard
Nathan Lee James Hutchinson

Colored Members:
Phyllis Lucinda Kitty Sarah

This list is interesting for two reasons. It gives the names of a few families
still appearing on the working roll of our present church, and it carries the
names of four colored members who were probably faithful slaves of some of
the white members. This roll may not have been the full membership in 1824,
but it at least shows that the Methodists were firmly established by that date.
Beside each name on the original roll was a ruled space for marking whether
or not the member was present each Sunday. The 1818 church lasted until
1830 when a brick church was built where the present church now stands on
ground given by William Winslow. As the 1818 church was sold, probably to
help pay for the new building, services were held in the Court House until the
church was completed and dedicated in 1833. The brick church was a good
church like the present one except smaller, and it lasted the congregation until

1870.

In 1835 William Beverley Winslow, father of George Bohrum Winslow
and Mrs. Lou Winslow Howe, became secretary of the Board of Stewardsand
began keeping the records, which he continued to keep until his death in 1883.
From these records the former history of the chufch, which I have already
mentioned, was compiled and published by Mrs. Howe. This history, as I
have said, has been used for many of the events going beyond my memory.

The presiding elder in 1835 was Rev. H. S. Duke, and Rev. J.C. Harrison
was circuit preacher. Owenton and Port William were the two appointments
of what was-called the Port William Circuit. The name Port William was
changed to Carrollton in 1838.

In 1839 a most remarkable revival was held in Carrollton. A Rev.
William Anderson preached with great success for several weeks; after a short
intermission a Rev. John Newland Moffit came and continued for a few weeks
longer. Quoting from the earlier history, we read: “During this series of
meetings the whole community turned to the Lord, and the meeting closed
apparently for lack of people unsaved.”



By 1842 the church had a Sunday Schoo! of forty-six members and eight
teachers, and Joseph Myrick raised money to provide a library of eighty
volumes for its use. This library was kept up and added to until the Church
Board of the M.E. Church, South, began publishing magazines, quarterlies
and other periodical literature for use in Sunday Schools. Miss Mary Geier
was a member of the first Sunday School class to be organized, and she
became its teacher in 1849.

Our Sunday School has always been an important part of our church
since its organization, and today it is still holding an important place in our
church life.

I can not give you the names of the early superintendents, but as nearly as
I can remember from 1888 on, they are:

Mr. Dick Stanton, Mr. John Smith, Mr. Will Howe, Mr. Rob Howe,
Mr. Joe Adkinson, Mr. George Winslow, Mr: Perry Griffith, Mr. Lawrence
Hughes, Miss Ruth Adkinson, Mr. Elmer Wallace, and Mr. Tom Doyle, the
present superintendent.

During the 1840’s many families who moved into town increased the
membership of the church and added to its greatness. I shall name only a few
of them whose connection with present names makes them familiar: Dr. J.V.
Conn, the father of Mrs. W.T. Rowland; John Howe, W.O. Gullion,
grandfather of Miss Frances Geier; and Dr. L.E. Goslee, father of Mrs. Joe
Howe. Miss Cora Stratton brought a class of twenty or more from across the
Kentucky River (Prestonville). This class prepared the way for the church in
Prestonville, which was built under the pastorate of Rev. C.J. Nugent in 1892,
and whose first membership was made up almost entirely of transfers from
the ‘Carroliton Church rolls.

. During the Civil War the Methodist Church was the only one in town
which held continuous services every Sunday. In 1865 a Bible Class for young
people, meeting every Friday night, was organized by the preacher. This class
joined with a Tuesday night class of young men, organized in 1866, to form
the first Young Peoples’ group. Through the years from its first name,
Y.P.S.C.E. (Young People’s Society for Christian Endeavor), this group has
been called the Epworth League, and now the Methodist Youth Fellowship
for teenagers and Young Adult Fellowship for the older group. Mr. Will
Howe was the first president in 1892 when the young people became the
Epworth League.

The brick church of 1830 was torn down in the first week of July, 1870.
The last person who took the vows of membership in the old church was Miss
Loulie Stratton, who joined May 29. The last marriage ceremony in the old
church was that of Rev. George Froh and Miss Mary Collier on June 27.

From the time the old church was torn down, the Methodists again held
services in the Court House until their new church was completed and
dedicated on Sunday, December 25, 1870. Rev. T.J. Godbey was the pastor at
that time.

There was a great deal of wealth in the Carrollton church at that time and
the members got the best of everything. All of the bricks were burned in the
kiln belonging to the Harrison Brothers, whose name is on one of the
windows. The value set on the property in 1870, $12,500, seems ridiculously
low to us, but was ample then to provide the building of which we are still so
proud today.

One thing the members got and were very proud of was a circular pulpit.
It did not give the preacher much room to move about, but it wasa handsome
pulpit, and the people loved it. In a few years we had a preacher who did not
like it and wanted it taken down and replaced by one such as we have now.
The church, well pleased with its handsome pulpit, was not willing to make a
change. One Saturday night the preacher took a carpenter to church with
him. They cut off both sides.of the pulpit and stored them in the cellar.
Imagine the excitement the next morning when the congregation assembled
and looked at their beloved, sadly changed pulpit! People took sides violently
and carried the case both to the courts and to the Conference. Fortunately,
Dr. Poynter, who was later head of Science Hill School for Girls in
Shelbyville, was sent here as the pastor that year. There could not have beena
better choice. Dr. Poynter announced that he did not want to hear anything
from either side about the pulpit; that Carrollton had always been one of the
best and most conservative churches; that the matter was finished; and that it
must be forgotten. Since the pulpit could not be discussed with the new
pastor, excitement soon died down, and the church purchased the pulpit we
have now. ' »

Among the revivals held in the “new” church between its beginning and
the end of the century, three should probably be given special mention. The
first “protracted meeting” in the church was in 1871. The pastor, Mr. Godbey,
was assisted by F.W. Noland. Joe Jones, brother of the famous Sam Jones,
held a meeting in which several men who had been known as “town
drunkards” were converted and took their places among the most dependable
members of the church. Another meeting in 1886 was held by Dr. (later
Bishop) H.C. Morrison. In this meeting one hundred persons were converted
and forty-nine new names were added to the roll.

When in 1878 the General Conference authorized the women of
Methodism to organize a Foreign Missionary Society, three Carrollton
women, Mrs. Howe, Mrs. Poynter, and Miss Sue Browinski, were among the
charter members. Miss Sue was president of the society for many years, and




Mrs. Howe was president of the Parsonage Society and Home Missionary
Society, until they were merged into the Home and Foreign Missionary
Society in 1897. In 1880 the first Children’s Missionary Society, The Willing
Workers, was organized. The True Hearts were organized in 1894-5. In the
early 1900’s Miss Lou Sanders, now a member of the Fourth Avenue
Methodist Church in Louisville, organized a society for younger children,
called the Sunbeams.

As nearly as I remember, it was in 1892 that we got the stained glass
windows, with Mr. William Winslow largely responsible for installing them.
It would be hard to make you understand the happiness of the church in these
windows. I don’t think it was pride; it was more exultation of “O worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness”. Certainly nothing has added more to the
beauty of our church or to its symbolism as a sanctuary than our beautiful
wmdows

In 1898 the parsonage was built. The old parsonage was on Seventh
Street, the place where the Kirbys live now. Mrs. Conn had left the church
$1,000 to be used in the building of a parsonage, and with this as a nucleus the
church raised the money to build the house on Fifth Street. Many years
afterwards when Dr. Banks was pastor here, the parsonage caught fire. It was
at dinner time, but all the Methodists left their Sunday dinners and rushed to
the fire. We looked around for Dr. Banks and found him sitting out in the
garden eating his dinner on a small table he had carried out. Only the roof was
damaged in the fire which was soon put out, and the rest of the Methodists
went back to their Sunday dinners.

It was in 1903 when we got the first all-over carpet. Till that time we had
carpet only on the aisles and in the chancel. This old carpet was taken down
stairs and put in the Sunday School Room. There was not quite enough

- carpet to cover the entire Sunday School room, but Mrs. George B. Winslow,
who was helping with the work, remembered that her mother-in-law, Mrs.
M.J. Winslow had the same carpet in her hall and stairway at home. When
told of the difficulty, Mrs. Winslow’s only comment was, “Did you bring
Frank to take up the carpet?”

Maybe here is the best place to mention Frank Whitehead, for surely he
has his place in any record of the Carrollton Methodist Church. He was our
sexton, “section” he called it, for forty years, and no church ever had a more
faithful caretaker. His love for the church extended to take in all the members.
One time when he was doing some housecleaning for Mrs. Cox, and wanted
to thank her for some kindness to him, he said, “Y our skin may be white, Mrs.
Cox, but your heart is as black as mine.” When Frank’s wife, Millie, died, he
remarried within the year and waited anxiously to see what his church friends
would give for a wedding present. I was on the committee that purchased the

gift, an elaborate silver basket. We took it to his house, but Frank would have
none of it. He wanted it presented in church with appropriate remarks. So I
carried the gift to church the next Sunday morning, made a presentation
speech, and Frank came up the aisle to accept itand to thank his white friends.
The old “darkies” like Frank are all gone now, but the present day young
people are the poorer for not having known them as we did.

Lucy Winslow (Mrs. George B.).and I had worked hard when the new
carpet was finally laid. It was late Saturday night when the work was finished.
We were dog tired but the next day was Quarterly Meeting, and both upstairs
and downstairs carpets had to be in readiness. We told George Winslow and
Mr. Henry Schuerman that we were not going to be in church for several
weeks, as it would take us that long to get rested, but we were both there
earlier than usual. We had to see how the carpet looked.

It was in 1905 that the Methodist bell was the only sound to usher in the
New Year. Thea Forbes stopped all the other bells and whistles in deference
to my father, one of the oldest Methodists of the community, who was buried
the next day. The bell was always a source of pride to the Methodists because
of its exceptionally sweet tones. It was bought by popular subscription led by
Captain John Lewis, whose wife, Mrs. Mary Lewis, had willed their property
to the church after the death of her sisters. One of the amusing stories told
about our bell is that when the Baptists bought a new organ, much larger and
finer than the one we had at the time, some one asked Frank Whitehead what
he’d do when the Baptists played their organ. He scratched his head, then
grinned and said, “I'll ring our bell”. In the last few years, our bell hasn’t been
rung very often because of damage to the belfry in the storm of 1943. But now
that the steeple has been repaired, I for one am longing to hear it again as our
regular call to worship. :

In the flood of 1913, and again in 1937 the auditorium was closed, and
the lower floor was turned over to families who had been driven out of their
homes by the rising waters. In 1913, the services were resumed before the
families moved out, and on that Sunday morning the congregation
worshipped in the strong, pervading odor of cabbage as some woman
prepared her Sunday dinner.

During the fall of 1918, the Methodist church, along with all of the other
churches, was closed because of the influenza epidemic. It happened that Mr.
Johnson was the only resident preacher in town, and he went night and day
visiting the sick and burying the dead of all denominations. On the night of
November 11, no one said anything to Frank Whitehead; but when the news
of the Armistice came, he opened the doors of the church and rang and rang
the bell. People came, sat quietly, and went away. It seemed the rlght thing to
do.




It was in 1926 that the church was done over. We had $30,000 pledged to
begin with and more if we needed it. Some one suggested that we tear down
this church and build a new one. Ruth Howe Schuerman expressed the
feelings ‘of most of us. Ruth said, “All my life I have thought these windows
were very beautiful. They are my earliest memory. This church is filled with
memories of the people who have worked in it and loved it. You can’t put
memories ina new church, and we would lose all that.” She finished by saying,
“I don’t think I could stand it.” So no more was said about a new church.

When we were planning the things to do for the church, George Winslow
made a list of tentative subscriptions for the members. Everyone had been
invited to come to the meeting. Emmett Gullion insisted that the list be read
aloud. When he heard his suggested gift, he said, “Why George, did you think
I would give that? I'll double it.” Everyone either doubled or substantially
increased the amount he had been put down for. As the amounts kept rising,
George Winslow said, “Don’t any of you give any more. Everyone is giving
more than he can afford now.” There was a feeling among many of the
members who were-able to do finarcially that the church should be made
ready for a long time for those who would follow and mlght not be able to
handle the financial work.

Here are some of the things done in the remodeling:

First the lights were replaced. We used to have a wonderful chandelier
with rows and rows of prisms and of course rows of oil lamps. We also had
wall lamps at each window. I don’t remember when we changed to electricity.
At any rate, the old chandelier and the wall lamps had been replaced by
electric chandeliers. I don’t know what became of the oil chandelier, but if we
had it today, it would be a museum piece of priceless value. The lights which
were ordered were to cost sixty dollars each. When they came, a mistake had
been made, and eighty dollar fixtures had been sent. It was decided to keep the
more expensive lights, as they would not need to be replaced for a long time.

At that time we had a Pilcher organ, small but with a beautiful tone. It
had been lovely in its place to the side front, but it was to6 smalli to fill in the
front of the church. Originally, the organ and the choir loft had been in the
back of the room, but a few years before they had moved to the left front
corner, and the two doors at the rear had been arranged as they are now.
George Winslow and Margaret Barker were in charge of choosing the new
organ. Margaret Barker had been our organist and choir director for some
time, and then as now, music was one of the most important parts of our
church. After the organ was installed, it was too high to be a graceful part of
the front of the church, and it was lowered several inches to get it just right.
The beauty of this organ has since been increased by chimes, the gift of Mr.
and Mrs. Goldie Martin and Mr. R.M. Barker. To put in the organ we
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wanted, a part of the wall had to be torn down, and an addition built back of
the original structure. This made the arch over the organ necessary to fill in
the space, so that it would not present a blank wall. The arch has been one of
the most decorative things done to the church.

Mr. Emmett Gullion called the new room the “lean-to”, and we all called
it that. To make the room meant that some of the.graves near the church had
to be moved. There was no one there that any present members remembered
except Mr. William Abbett and his wife. A tablet was put in the new room,
now the kitchen, in memory of the people whose graves had to be moved. Mr.
John Wooley Dunaway was very much opposed to building over a part of the
church yard and never went in to that part of the church afterwards. George
Winslow told him that there was no one moved whom anyone remembered or
knew about except the Abbetts and that Mrs. Abbett was his father’s sister,
and Mr. Abbett was my father’s cousin, and as next of kin we approved of the
move and liked the idea.

Mr. Abbett and his wife had left a gift of $1,000 to the church. It was left
in the bank and every year the interest was sentto the Conference Missionry
Society as the Abbett Bequest. We lost this when the banks closed in 1933.
There was much discussion as to whether or not the church was responsible
for replacing the money as it had been in bank stock. To be sure of our
position, Joe Adkinson took the matter to the bishop for his decision. The
bishop said no, as the church was not responsible for the loss and had not
prospered from the money which had always been passed on intact as the
Abbett Fund.

As I said, everybody worked hard on the remodeling and everybody
gave. Of course each part of the work had to have some one at its head. Joe
Adkinson was in charge of the building; Mr."Joe Howe was an expert on
carpets, so he selected the carpet and saw to it that it was the very best that
could be gotten. Mr. Henry Schuerman, who knew wood from his association
with the Furniture Factory, selected the wood work and the altar rail. Mr.
Prentiss, the pastor, was largely instrumental in getting the furnace installed.
At that time, the church was heated by two hot air furnaces located in the
Sunday School rooms on either side of the center hall. Now a basement was
dug under part of the church and an entrance made from the hall. The entire
lower floor was remodeled into Sunday School rooms. Again, the upstairs
carpet was cut and fitted by the women to be used downstairs. During the last
few years, the Women’s Society of Christian Service, as the Missionary Society
is now called, has recarpeted two of the rooms. The linoleum fund of the
society was begun by a gift from Mrs. Hopkins. In the years since 1926, the Sun-
day School rooms have been redecorated several times by different classes and
groups. One of the rooms, named the Lou Howe Room in honor of Mrs.
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Howe and refurnished in her memory, is used by the Young Adult Fellowship
group and the Woman’s Society of Christian Service for their meetings.

After the remodeling of the church in 1926, very few major repairs were
made until 1939. In that year came a big improvement when the wall board
was put on the auditorium. There was a crack and a seep on the front wall
which could never be fixed satisfactorily until finally wall board was put on
over the plastered walls. This wall board was not painted until the summer of
1951, when Mr. H.B. Rich paid for the paint and the W.S.C.S. paid for the
redecorating. Mrs. John Bovard was president of the group when this was
done.

In 1939, when the wall board was installed, many other improvements
were made. Joe Adkinson, who for many years as a trustee watched over the
church building with loving care, was responsible for putting on the wall
board. Bert Hill redecorated the ceiling at this time and refinished the
stairways. When the work was completed, Bishop Darlington was invited for
a service of rededication. After the service, the membership entertained him
with a dinner. Mr. Moore was our pastor at this time.

At the dinner in his honor, Bishop Darlington said that Carrollton had
once had as its pastor one of the greatest preachers of the South--Dr. Hiner.
He wanted to know if any of us could tell him anything about this great man. I
could...and did.

I remember Dr. Hiner's saying that when his time for retirement came, he
had three places in mind, Mount Sterling, Grassy Lick, and Carroliton. But
when the time came, there was only Carrollton. He spent his last years in the
. home of Mr. & Mrs. Joe Howe and visited from there among his friends. He
could not have had a better home. .

We had another pastor who spent his last years here--Brother Rowland.
He lived in the beautiful old Rowland place above town, the girlhood home of
his wife. Two of his daughters, Grace and Ethalene, who grew up in
Carrollton, are now doing welfare work in Tennessee.

Our steeple was blown down in a freak storm in 1943. The church had
spent $1,600 the year before to repair the steeple and make it safe. The loss of
the steeple was deeply felt, not only by all the members of the church, but by
many others who had long looked up to it as a landmark of dignity and
beauty. Plans were discussed again and again to replace it; estimates of costs
and specifications were carefully studied; but finally in the summer of 1952, it
was decided to cap it over and top it with a cross. I am thoroughly convinced
that this was the right, the only thing to do, but whenever I see our church in
my mind, I always see the slender, tapering spire reaching to the sky.
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In 1946, the Prestonville Church moved its membership to Carrollton,
the mother church. The members brought with them funds from the sale of
their church building. These funds have been used on the latest repairs of the
church, particularly, the conversion to the gas furnace, and the reworking of
the stained glass windows, which are still one of the church’s greatest sources
of pleasure. Many of our faithful, enthusiastic workers came into the church
from the Prestonville membership, and the Carrollton Church was revitalized
by their coming. '

Carroliton Church has lost many, many of its old familiar names and
faces in the years that I have known it, but with each passing year it has gained
new names, new faces, new faithful workers. It would not be possible to name
all of them or to tell which year they came; if I did try, I would be naming
about nine-tenths of the present membership.

Many of our present day workers, as I said, have grown up in other
churches, but I can’t help thinking now of two little boys who, back in the
twenties, piled up Sunday School attendance records for themselves, and sat
Sunday after Sunday solemnly on the front benches. George Winslow called
them the “little bishop” and the “little presiding elder”. Under slightly
different titles these same two, Gex O. Williams and Jack Way, are just as
faithful today. :

Many of the individual gifts which have been made to the church should
be mentioned. Here too, I am afraid I may neglect to mention some gift, either
because I did not know of it or because my. memory served me badly.

Our altar cushions were a gift to the church by Miss Mildred Mosgrove
in memory of her father, Mr. W.T. Mosgrove, who for many years had been a
faithful member of the church and had served on the Ofﬁcral Board, of which
he was chairman at the time of his death.

The pulpit Bible used from 1870 at the church dedication until 1949 was
given by Mrs. Abby Moore. At that time it was put away for safe keeping, and
the Bible now being used was given by Mrs. Paul Carraco.

The electric clock, one of the latest gifts to the church, was given by the
Doyle “Children” in memory of their mother, Mrs. Estelle Doyle, whose
faithfulness to her church is bearmg rewards in her children and grand-
children.

Mr. Joe Howe gave the Christian Service flag. Mr. Peelman and family
gave the American Flag in honor of his wife, Laura Peelman, who was a
faithful member of the church until her death.

Mr. & Mrs. F.A. Stamper gave the outdoor bulletin board.
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I don’t remember when we changed from the goblet to our present
Communion service. It was through Florence Geier Deatherage that we made
the change. Mrs. Leah Belle McCrackin is our Communion Steward in
charge of the bread and wine and has been for several years. This is a service
that was rendered by Mrs. M.J. Winslow during the most of her life time and
then taken over by her daughter Mrs. Howe, who continued with it as long as
she was able.-

Mrs. Donna Giddens and Mrs. Phene Evans Hughes were the first
women to serve as Stewards in the church. Donna was also the first woman to
serve on the Board of Trustees, where she worked very faithfully for years.

Carrollton Church has always been known for its exceptional music. As
far back as we remember, (I have consulted several others to be sure no one
has been omitted) the organists who have worked so faithfully for the church
are: .

Mrs. Weaver, Mrs. Emily Howe, Mrs. Alice Howe, Mrs. Lou Howe,
Miss Lille Howe, Mrs. Henry Winslow, Mrs. Grace Grobmyer, Mrs.
Margaret Barker, Mr. Gaston Taylor, and our present organist, Mrs. Pearl
Booth. Miss Pearl Driskell and Eugene Taylor are our organist and pianist
for night services now. Tom Brown, colored, was the first boy to pump the old
organ. Roman Browinski was probably the last of the youngsters in the church
to hold the position of “pump boy”. It would be impossible to mention all the
choir members-and soloists during the years, but no mention of Carrollton
music could ever be made without the name of Mrs. Dollie Williams. The
Carrollton Methodist choir has always been most generous of its time and
talents. No history of our church could be complete without mention--not
only of their specnal services, but also of their regular Sunday after Sunday
beautiful music. And yet just as surely no one who has ever attended our
. services would need such mention, for no one is apt to forget the musical part
of our worship.

And in speaking of special services at our church, I do not want to forget
the loving services of beautifying and decorating our auditorium for special
seasons of the year. For some years past the women of the Lou Howe Class
made themselves responsible for the Easter and Christmas decorations, but
now Miss Juliet Phillips’ Young Adult Fellowship has this task. The regular
Sunday flowers are a part of the work of the Woman’s Society of Christian
Service.

One of the most impressive services ever held in our church was the
funeral of Frank Whitehead in 1930. Ike Downton did not want Frank buried

from the church. I asked him why. He said they had some young “bucks” who

did not behave very well and if they misbehaved or made any trouble at the

Methodist Church, he couldn’t have stood it. “But,” he said, “when I saw that
church and heard that organ, I knew nobody could misbehave there.”

Nobody, black or white, felt anything but sorrow and reverence during
the service which was conducted by ministers of both races. Frank had loved
music, so there was music: “Miss Margaret,” “Miss Dollie” and the Choir,
and also, “Swing Low Sweet Chariot,” led by the colored preacher and joined
in by all the colored part of the congregation. In its dignity and beauty, I have
never attended a more reverent and fitting funeral service.

I am sure I could go on writing indefinitely about the people I remember,
the services we held, the ministers who came and worked among us and then
were moved on to other fields, but not forgetting us or being forgotten. I could
write on indefinitely, but that isn’t necessary; what I wanted to do was to start
a chain of reminiscences in your hearts so that you could go on for yourselves
reconstructing the many things you remember about OUR CHURCH. For
“what shall I say more: time will fail me” to tell of all the good people who
have belonged to OUR CHURCH and loved it even as we do now.

APPENDIX

Preachers who have served our church since 1835 are: J.C. Harrison,
James Beatty, G. Barker, L.D. Parker, Thomas Hall, William Gunn, Fielding
Bell, George W. Merritt, Isaac Kelly, Morris Levi, Peter Taylor, John B.
Ewan, James Lawrence, Samuel Adams, Benjamin T. Crouch, Joseph Rand,
Drummond Welburn, Daniel . Stevenson, J.W. Cunningham, George
Crumbaugh, Jebediah Foster, J.J. Johnson, P.E. Cavanaugh, Newton G.
Berryman, H.A.C. Walker, E.L. Southgate, T.J. Godbey, J.W. Wightman,
G.C. Overstreet, W.T. Poynter, J.C. Minor, John Reeves, M.J. Hiner, C.J.
Nugent, Robert Hiner, William Shoesmith, W.T. Rowland, Horace G.
Turner, J.D. Redd, B.F. Lancaster, M.J. Chandler, M.S. Clark, J.W. Crates,
F.T. Mclntire, James Crutchfield, W.R. Johnson, J.E. Savage, R. W. Watts,
George Prentiss, Dr. George Banks, Earl Fossett, W.K. Arnold, Madison
Coombs, H.L. Moore, K.O. Potts, Fred Sanders, A.L. Osborne, and G.H.
Bierley, our present pastor.

At present, Mr. T.K. Stone is our Lay Leader and Chairman of our
Official Board, and Mr. H.B. Rich is Chairman of the Finance Committee,
which marks these two as very busy men in our Church set-up.
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UPDATE TO
OUR CHURCH

The Carrollton United Methodist Church from the
mid 1950’s to 1982.

By Ruth Adkinson
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Update To OUR CHURCH

The Carrollton United Methodist Church has had two published
histories. This is not an attempt to write a third. It is merely intended as an
update to OUR CHURCH, written by Miss Hallie Masterson in the early
1950’s. As such, it will touch on the life of the church from the mid 1950’s to
1982.

A church is its buildings, its people, and its spirit of love and service. In
the past 30 years, there have been many changes in the buildings and in the
people in the pews, but the spirit of the church is the same. It is the spirit of the
1950’s, which goes back and back to the 1790°s when the church was first
established at the mouth of the Kentucky River before Port William
(Carrollton) was incorporated. I do not need to go back in detail to those early
days; for as I have said, we have two excellent histories to cover them.

One of these histories was put together by Mrs. Lou Howe (Mrs. W.F.)
and was published in September, 1898. Mrs. Howe called her book a
directory.

The cover page reads:
METHODIST CHURCH DIRECTORY
CARROLLTON STATION
COVINGTON DISTRICT
KENTUCKY CONFERENCE
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SOUTH

The first 4 pages have portraits of Benjamin J. Crouch, presiding elder-
1848; John R. Deering, presiding elder-1898; W.T. Rowland, appointed
pastor in 1898; and James F. Browinski, delegate to Kentucky Annual
Conference, 1898. There are other illustrations® the parsonage in the process
of erection at a cost of $3,500; the church of 1833-1870; and the present
church, erected in 1870-value, $12,500.

Mrs. Howe’s history is compressed into 5 pages, titled “A Few Facts
Worthy to be Recorded in the History of Methodism during the Nineteenth
Century.” The directory is made up of 9 pages of names of members of the
church and the Sunday School. Ten pages are devoted to a listing of times of
services, officers and trustees of the church, officers of the Sunday School,
officers and members of the Women’s Home Missionary Society, the
Women’s Foreign Missionary Society, and the Juvenile Branches (Juvenile
Auxiliary, Willing Workers, True Hearts, and Baby Roll), and the Epworth
League.

One page contains an original poem (signed L.W.H.) of tribute to the
church. There are 22 pages of advertising from local businesses and
individuals and from concerns in Louisville, Madison and Cincinnati.
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The advertising must have not only paid for printing costs, but have
provided a sizeable amount for some church project--possibly the new
parsonage. :

Mrs. Howe's style is dignified, formal and serious. I am sorry there are so
few of our members left to remember Mrs. Howe. Her name is remembered
from the name plate on the Lou Howe Sunday School room door, but the
name cannot bring back her rich, interesting personality or her rather
unexpectedly keen wit.

Miss Hallie Masterson’s history-OUR CHURCH-written in the early
1950’ (°53 I think) follows an entirely different format.

There is no advertising. The cost of printing was taken care of by Joseph
E. Adkinson, then living in Chevy Chase, Md.--who was a close friend from
the time he was old enough to say, “Tell me a story, Miss Hallie.”

The style of writing is informal and personal. The reader feels he is not
reading, but listening to stories of the church from its beginnings and of the
men and women who passed through its doors, sat in its pews, and loved it
devotedly. And that is exactly what he is doing, for Miss Hallie, at the request
of church leaders, was putting together the “little talks” she had made in the
Sunday School during the almost 70 (68) years she taught in the Sunday
School.

When Miss Hallie put her memories into OUR CHURCH, she was in her
late 80’s. Her eyesight was quite poor and she was crippled with arthritis; but
her mind and her memory were unimpaired and she looked at life from the
view point of a young person. She was still working in the Sunday School
when she approached her 89th birthday. She preached thousands of “little
sermons” during her working years at the church, but her finest sermon was
the life she lived in her church and town.

When we celebrated our sesquicentennial in 1960, I was asked to talk
about our history. Since my time was brief, and I did not want to spend it all in
dates and’ bare facts, I prepared a summary for all those attending the
afternoon service. I feel that at least half the membership has not read OUR
CHURCH; and as I imagine I’m almost the only person who has read Mrs.
Howe’s Directory, I am including my 1960 Summary as background material.
Sources of information are Bishop Asbury’s Journal, Redford’s History of

-Methodism in Kentucky, Mrs. Howe’s Directory, Miss Masterson’s OUR
CHURCH, newspaper clippings, old records, and research done by Mrs.
William Gentry and Mary Masterson.

1790--Richard and Sarah Masterson organized the first society of
Methodists among settlers near the mouth of the Kentucky River.
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"Services were held in thelr home, the Masterson House Here was the
very earliest begmmng of Methodlsm in this part of Kentucky

1795--Henry Ogburn of Mecklenburg, Vlrglma located across the road
a httle east of the Mastersons. He was the first minister of any denomination
to-settle here. He lived near Port William until his death in 1831. The block
house he built is in what is now known as Quinn Acres.- Services were
alternated between his home and the Mastersons’,-and other members also

" opened their home for services.

- 1800-1803--Port William was the center of a united revival effort of
Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians. These services had widespread
results throughout the surroundmg country-side.

1808--On September 8, Bishop Francis Asbury stayed overnight in Port
William or Williamsport as he called it in his Journal. He was entertained
during his stay in the home of “the widow Masterson” (Sarah). Richard had
died in 1806. Asbury preached that night in the big room of the Masterson
House. This was Bishop Asbury’s only visit to this part of Kentucky.

1810--FIRST CHURCH WAS BUILT IN PORT WILLIAM. The
Methodists, by that time too numerous to worship in the homes of the
members, erected a log-church on a lot on the farm of Henry Ogburn. (It was
the building of that church which was observed in the sesquicentennial).
Nothing is known of this church except its location on Mr. Ogburn’s land, but
it served the congregation for 8 years. ‘

1818--The first brick church was built on Sixth street on lot number 266,
where the Christian parsonage (remade from the original building) stood. It is
no longer the parsonage but is still in use as a dwelling. The land was
purchased from George & Nancy Shields for the sum of $75.00. The trustees
of the church, who negotiated the business, were Garland Bullock, John
Goddard, James McClane, Henry Brenton and Joseph Hardy. The building
was sold in 1830 and converted into a-dwelling.

1824--A copy of the church roll, or perhaps one class roll, is still in
existence. None of the names on thisroll appear on our church roll today, but
a few (very few) of our members are descended from those early Methodists.
It is particularly interesting to note that four Negro slaves were members of
the congregation. »

1830-1833--A larger brick church was built on Highland Avenue, where
our present church now stands. Land for the building was given by William
Winslow, who joined the church in 1828. The church was begun in 1830 and
completed in 1833. It was a one-story structure with pillars in front and a
steeple. At the south end of the church was a door and a stairway leadingtoa
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gallery where the black members were seated. The church yard, back of the
bulldmg, was put into use as a burying ground at that time. -

1839-The “great revival” took place in the Methodist Church in this
year. Services were begun by the Rev. William Anderson and continued by
the Rev.:John Moffatt. The meeting finally closed after several months
because “there were no persons left to be saved”.

1843--The Sunday School, which had been organized in the late *30s had
a membership of 8 teachers and 46 pupils. Joseph Myrick was appointed to
build up a church library, which was added to until church periodicals and
quarterlies came into use in the 1870’s.

1850--The first Methodist parsonage was built on Seventh street (the
second house north of Seminary street). The Rev. John B. Ewan was the first
minister to occupy the parsonage. -

1852—A brick building was erected on Sycamore street through the
efforts of the official board--George Bohram, William Harrison, R.W.
Masterson, Henry Moore, and William Winslow, and was made available for
the black members for their Sunday services. From 1852-1859, it was used
during the week for a school for children- between the ages of 5 & 15. This
school was first taught by Miss Lizzie Bowling. The building was used by the
black Methodists until the 1890’s when the Second Methodist Church was
built on Eighth street. It was owned for many years by the Carroliton
Woman’s Club and was the first home of the Carroll County Public Library.

.'1860-1865--The Methodist was the only church holding continuous
services during the period of the Civil War.

1866--Young Peoples Prayer Meetings, which had been organized in
1865, became the Young Peoples’ Society for Christian Service (Y.P.S.C.S.),
later the Epworth League, now the Methodist Youth Fellowship.

1870--The present church was built. The church of 1833 was torndown in
July, 1870. Bishop Kavanaugh preached in the church the week before it was
torn down and baptized Hubbard Kavanaugh Southgate, the infant son of
the pastor, the Rev. E.L. Southgate. Methodists worshipped at the
courthouse while the church was being constructed of bricks burned in the
local kiln of Harrison Brothers. The estimated cost of the bulldmg was
$12,500. Dedication services were held on December 25, 1870. The Rev. T.B.
Godbey had been sent to Carrollton to replace Mr. Southgate and was the
minister at the time of dedication.

1873-The first revival services were held in the new church with the Rev.
F.W. Noland as evangelist.
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~. -1878--The Kentucky Conference organized the first Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society.-Mrs. Lou Howe, Mrs. William Poynter, and Miss Sue
Browinski were charter members. Mrs. Poynter, wife of the minister, was
appointed by the bishop to act as corresponding secretary and write the letters
which brought the women together.

1885--A Pilcher organ, the first pipe organ in Carrollton, was purchased
and installed.

1892--The stained glass windows were donated by members. and
installed. The Prestonville church was organized from the membership living
west of the Kentucky River. The Rev. C.J. Nugent was the pastor at that time.

1900’s (éarly)—The Sunbeams, a missionary society for younger children
was organized by Miss Lou Sanders.

1913—The lower floor of the church was used to give shelter to refugees
from the flood of that year.

1918--The church was closed during the influenza epidémic of that year.
The Rev. W.R. Johnson was the only resident Protestant minister in town
throughout the time and-he visited-all the sick of the community and buried
the dead.

1920’s--The Jubilee Guild was organized by Miss Ethalene Rowland.

1926--The church was remodeled extensively. Bishop Dickey spoke at

.the dedication. Leaders of the remodeling program were George Winslow,

Henry Schuerman, and Joe Howe. The Rev. George Prentiss was the
minister.

1930’s--The first women were appointed to the-official board. They were
Mrs. Lawrence Hughes and Mrs. R.E. Glddens Mrs. Giddens was also the
first woman to serve as a trustee.

. 1939--The sanctuary was remodeled, and the original stairways were
restored to their former beauty by Bert Hill. Joe Adkinson was Chairman of
the Committee. Bishop Darlington spoke at the dedication. Dr. Homer
Moore was pastor.

1940’s (early)--A Service Board was placed at the rear of the sanctuary.
By the end of World War II it carried the names of 73 Methodist boys in the
service and bore 4 Gold Stars.

1943--The steeple, long a landmark throughout the surrounding
countryside, was blown down in a freak storm. Some day it MUST BE
replaced.

21




1945--Union D-Day Prayef Services were held in the church on the
historic night of D-Day.

1946—The Prestonville Church was torn down, the site sold, and the
membership returned to the parent church in Carrollton. Proceeds from the
sale of church materials and site, made possible the repairs necessary after the
storm of 1943 and paid for further improvements.

1940’s--The Young Adult Fellowship, now the Juliette Phillips Class was
organized.

1957--The Winslow-Howe Educational Building on land deeded to the
church by Miss Jenn Howe was completed. The building committee was
made up of Mrs. Pearl Booth, Fred Oney, Louis Thoma Griffith, Gex O.
Williams, Jack Way and John H. Meadows. The Rev. 1.J. Scudder was pastor
at the time.

1960--The one-hundred and fiftieth (150th) anniversary of the first
Methodist Church building in Carroliton was held on October 23, 1960, with
Bishop Walter Gum as guest speaker. The Rev. Albert C. Allen was pastor.

Pastors of our church since 1810 include Henry Ogburn, Joseph Hardy,
Henry Brenton, J.C. Harrison, James Beattie, G. Barker, L.D. Parker,
Thomas Hall, William Gunn, Fielding Bell, George W. Merritt, Isaac
Collard, Gilby Kelly, Morris Levi, Peter Taylor, John B. Ewan, James
Lawrence, Samuel Adams, Benjamin T. Crouch, Joseph Rand, Drummond
Welburn, Daniel Stevenson, J.W. Cunningham, George Crumbaugh,
Jedediah Foster, J.J. Johnson, P.B. Kavanaugh, Newton G. Berryman,
H.A.C. Walker, E.L. Southgate, T.J. Godbey, J.W. Wightman, G.C.
Overstreet, W.T. Poynter, J.C. Minor, C.J. Nugent, Robert Hiner, William
Shoesmith, W.T. Rowland, Horace G. Turner, J.D. Redd, B.F. Lancaster,
M.J. Chandler, M.S. Clark, J.W. Crates, F.T. McIntyre, James Crutchfield,
W.R. Johnson, J.E. Savage, R.W. Watts, George Prentiss, Dr. George
Banks, Earl Fossett, W.K. Arnold, Madison Coombs, Homer L. Moore,
K.O. Potts, Fred Sanders, A,L, Osborne, G.H. Brierley, I.J. Scudder, Val;s
Hill and Albert C. Allen.

Sunday School superintendents from 1888 to 1960 include: Dick
Stanton, John Smith, Will Howe, Rob Howe, Joe Adkinson, George
Winslow, Perry Griffith, Lawrence Hughes, Ruth Adkinson, Elmer Wallace,
Tom Doyle, and R.K. Thomas.

Organists of the church from 1885 include: Mr. Weaver, Mrs. Alice
Howe, Mrs. Lou Howe, Miss Lillie Howe, Mrs. Henry Winslow, Mrs. Grace
Grobmyer, Mrs. Margaret Barker, Gaston Taylor, and Mrs. Pearl Booth.

" Ministers who have gone from our church into Christian service include:
Joseph Hardy, Thomas Cropper, William Abbett, Jeremiah Strother, John
Francis Van Pelt, Lemuel Cox, J oseph Green, Roscoe Jenkins, Leon Willett,
and Harold Carter. -

Misses Grace and ‘Ethalene waland served for many years as Christian
Social Workers in Nashville, Tennessee.

THE BUILDING

Our Church’s physical plant has seen many changes in the past 30 years.
In OUR CHURCH, Miss Masterson says, “The building is fundamentally the
church of 1870”. This is true today, although there have been many changes
and additions.’

First of these is the Winslow-Howe Education Building, completed in
1957. In the mid-50’s the Sunday School was definitely too cramped in space
to be really effective. The members were ready to expand, but there seemed to
be no place for expansion. Graves in the churchyard were laid out up to the
rear walls of the church. The space to the west, between the church and the
alley was far too narrow to hold an addition. There was to the east of the
church, a charming old house with #-yard. Miss Jenn Howe, grand-daughter
of William Winslowe, who gave the site for the church, owned the property.
Miss Jenn did not see the need for expansion and wanted to keep the property
for rental. ‘

. It was Gex O. Williams, one of “the two small boys” mentioned in OUR
CHURCH and who grew up to be one of the staunchest members until his
death, who convinced Miss Jenn of the real need. Once convinced, Miss Jenn
deeded the property to the church ata ridiculously low sum.

Members of the building committee were Mrs:--f_’earl Booth, Fred Oney,
Louis Thoma Griffith, Jack Way, John H. Meadows, and Gex O. Williams.
I.J. Scudder was minister at that time. Bob Riley was the contractor.

Before the newness had worn off the education building, the church was
faced with another construction problem. Our parsonage, built in 1898,
needed extensive repairs and renovations to make it a place in which the
minister could be proud to live. There were three suggestions - restore the
parsonage, buy a home, or build a new parsonage.

The whole church, not just the board of the trustees, took part in the
decision making. It was finally decided that since we owned the land
extending to Fourth Street, we should either build there or restore the house
on the corner. We were renting the house for income. Cost of building from
scratch or renovating was practically the same.
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The consensus of the church after thorough discussions was to build a
completely new parsonage, modern in every respect and not apt to need
extensive repairs for many years. '

The parsonage committee was made up of Price Capito, R.K. Thomas,
Bob Riley, H.B. Rich, Mrs. Bai Carraco, and Ruth Adkinson. A few years
ago the house was completely air-conditioned. Dr. & Mrs. Paul Gillespie were
the first to live in the parsonage, moving in during the winter of 1962.

A third major addition to our church plant was the installation of an
elevator in the *70’s. When the church was built, it was designed with the
“upper room” sanctuary, so popular in church architecture in the 1860’s and
1870’s. While our steps are beautifully designed for easy ascent, the fact that
the sanctuary is upstairs kept some of the members from attending and
worked a hardship on some members who found the steps a distinct hazard.

For years the elevator was a dream - often an impossible dream - in the
hearts of those members who never gave up. T would have to mention Mrs.
Carraco as one of the chief of those who would not give up the dream,
although the actuality had to be postponed time after time. Finally, the dream
became a reality, and the final note was burned at a service in the sanctuary in
the fall of 1981. The elevator committee was made up of Doug Chapman,
Mrs. Carraco, Jim Shepherd, Malcolm Carraco, Ron Whitmar and Jerry
Risk.

Another addition dating back to 1970 is the beautiful memorial Prayer
Garden, laid out between the main church and the education building. The
quiet, restful plot was the gift of Mrs. Mary Wade Coy in memory of her
sister, Mrs. Nelle Wade Fitschen. It was dedicated in May, 1971. Perry
Harrell was in charge of laying out the garden and seeing that it is cared for
from perpetual care funds provided by Mrs. Coy.

One of our most recent undertakings has been the restoration of our
stained glass windows. These beautiful windows were added to the church in
1892 and paid for by members of the congregation of that time. I could be
wrong - figures baffle me - but I have always understood that the windows
cost $18.00 each when they were installed. The price for restoring and
reinforcing each window ran to some $1800 per window when the work was
done. Whatever the cost, it is money well spent, as no other one feature of our
church is as lovely and meaningful as our windows.

Names of donors are engraved on eleven of the windows. None of these
names-Anderson, Howe, Browinski, Mason, Abbett, William H. Harrison,
and Eleanor M. Harrison, Conn, and Lewis - are found on our church rolls
today. It is good that the windows help keep alive the memory of some of the
faithful who worshipped with us in the past.
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There have been many changes in the downstairs of the church since the
education building was completed in 1957. One improvement was the
paneling of the class rooms and hallways. The pastor’s study and anteroom
were redone and furnished by Mrs. Duncan Hines, Bowling Green, in
memory of her cousin, Miss Juliette Phillips. The Lou Howe Class Room,
honoring Mrs. Lou Howe, has been redone and contains several antique
pieces from Mrs. Howe’s home. The Juliette Phillips Class room has been
redone to serve as a prayer room as well as a class room.

The room across the hall serves as the church library and houses the
books the church has collected or purchased to stock it. The church kitchen
was moved to the second floor of the education building when it was built.
The room once the kitchen has been converted into a choir lounge and has
been tastefully furnished for choir use.

For many years the state fire marshall “breathed heavily down our
necks” because we had only one door for exit from our building, and it opened
inward. To get a door which would satisfy requirements meant giving up our
double door, match to the one remaining which has been permanently closed.
The two matching doors came, because our church of 1870 followed the
custom of two entry ways: one for-men and one for women. A heavy plate-
glass door, swinging both ways, was installed to satisfy fire laws, and an
additional door was installed in the south wall of the building.

The two new doors meet fire regulations, and if some of us older
members miss our dignified double wooden doors, we don’t say anything
because it had to be done.

Our upstairs carpet was installed around 1970. Mrs. Carraco made the
new carpet possible to honor her mother,-Mrs. Bessie Hughes. The
membership was involved in choosing the color. When someone asked Mrs.
Hughes about her color preference, she gave her infectuous chuckle and said,

“Any color, as long as it’s red.” Red it was - a deep, rich shade that

harmonizes with woodwork and the windows.

Another improvement in our sanctuary is the amplifying system given by
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Whitmar, while they were in Carrollton and members of the
church. Routine improvements over the past 30 years have been new roofs,
furnace replacements, and painting - inside and outside - as needed. As good
stewards, we have kept our church in repair and worthy of its designation as a
“House of GOD.”

Our church has a collection of treasures in its possession. Some of them
have intrinsic value; some have only sentimental worth. One of our treasures,
which has real value because of its rarity, is a steel engraving of John Wesley-
made by George Romney from a painting. Only six engravings were made
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from the painting, and this is the only one in America. It was given to William
W. Masterson while he was an American Consul in Plymouth, England, by a
Mr. Hall, a great-great nephew of John Wesley. Mr. Hall thought one of the
engravings should be in America. Mr. Masterson thought so too, and he
further thought the place in America should be his home church in
Carrollton. The engraving hangs in the pastor’s study.

Another of our treasures is the sold silver goblet and pitcher-the
communion service in use before the present church was built and for some
time afterwards. It was given to the church by William Winslow. The service is
in the Lou Howe Sunday School room. It was used in 1981 by Mr. Simpson in
a special communion service. '

We have carefully put away the pulpit Bible which was given by Mrs.
Abby Moore and used for the first time in the church dedication on Christmas
Day, 1870. Going back a little earlier we have a few (very few) pews from our
church of 1833-1870. I have not seen these lately, but so far as I know, there
are 2 or 3 benches which date even before the “more elegant” pews were
installed in the church of 1870. The last I heard of the old benches, they were
stored in the basement.

Other antiques, treasures of our past, are 2 marble-top tables in the
saactuary, a drop leaf table, a circular table, and several arm chairs from the
old church. We have a secretary dating from the early or mid-1800’s and a
square grand piano of the mid-1800’s.

We have a little book which is interesting to us and would have a definite
value to a collector of church books. This is a copy of the Methodist Church
Discipline of 1828. Unfortunately, it is not in perfect condition. The front
cover is missing, but the rest of the book is well preserved.

We have a document which is of no value, except to us, but which classes
with us as one of our treasures. This is a church roll, or more probably a class
roll of 1824. It was given to Mrs. R.W. Masterson by Mrs. George Bohrman.
Mrs. Bohrman thought Mrs. Masterson would be interested in the roll since it
contained the name of Sarah Masterson, her husband’s grandmother, who
with Richard Masterson founded the First Methodist Church in Carrollton
and offered it her home as a meeting place. The church of 1982 went back to
that home, which has been rehabilitated by the Port William Historical
Society, to observe Heritage Day, April 25. The observance was an old-time
Methodist meeting conducted by the minister, Rev. Ronald Young.

THE PEOPLE

The women of our church have a long tradition of activity behind them.
In 1878, three of our women attended the conference which organized the first
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Women’s Foreign Missionary Society. Mrs. William Poynter, the wife of our
minister at that time, was asked by the Bishop to organize the women’s work,
and she took with her to the meeting the presidents of our two local groups -
Mrs. W.F. Howe and Miss Sue Browinski. The women became charter
members of the Kentucky Conference Women’s Foreign Missionary Society.

Several of our women today proudly boast of three charter memberships
in the evolution of the United Methodist Women. They prize charter
membership cards from the Women’s Society of Christian Service (formed
when the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church
South merged); from the Women’s Society of Christian Service (formed after
the union with the United Brethern) and from the reworking of the group into
the United Methodist Women.

From the time of Mrs. Poynter, the Carrollton women have been active
at the district and conference level as well as in the local church. Today, Mrs.
Dorothy Lanphierd is the conference treasurer; Mrs. Linda Young is district
president; and Mrs. Marion Oney is district treasurer.

Since the early 1970’s, the women have sponsored a Tasting Bee each
November to raise money for local work. Mrs. Kate Chapman has served as
over-all chairman of the Bee since its beginning. Also since its beginning, Mrs.
Marion Oney has been in charge of tickets, and Mrs. Bai Carraco of recipes
which are sold. The women also cater occasional dinners to supplement the
funds for local work. They are responsible for the Hanging of the Greens
Service, the first Sunday in Advent. This service was introduced into the
church by Mrs. Oney, who headed it for 9 years. For the past 2 years, Mrs.
Barbara Robertson has been in charge. Mrs. Cheryl Bogo and the choir join
in sponsoring the service. The women are responsible for providing flowers
for the sanctuary, Upper Rooms, and hostesses for fellowship dinners.

The U.M.W. is not depending on its past record. Today, it is a growing
organization, bringing in more and more younger women to insure its
continuing service.

Mrs. Cheryl Bogo has been organist and choir director for the past ten
(10) years. Mrs. Bogo follows Mrs. Pearl Booth, who had held the 2 positions
for the past 25 years. The church has behind it a long tradition of good music,
and Mrs. Bogo has continued that tradition. She and her choir members hold
weekly rehearsals on Wednesday evening. In addition to their weekly
anthems at the - morning services, they present special programs at Easter and
Christmas and at the Hanging of the Greens.

Mrs. Bogo is a product of the Carrollton Church. She grew up in the
Sunday School and began practicing on the church organ as soon as “her feet
would reach the pedals.”
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Mrs. Bogo is planning to take a rest from her work this summer, and
Mrs. Lee:Gregory, a newcomer to the church family, will take over her duties.
Mrs. Gregory has a background of church music and served as organist in the
town where she lived before commg to Carroliton.

The Sunday School has had its ups and downs since the 1950’s. It was in
an up-period:in the mid-50’s and the shortage of space for classrooms led to
the building of the Winslow-Howe Education Building. Then, with ample
space at its disposal, the Sunday School perversely went into a down-period,
and several of the rooms were not needed or used. In fact, it seemed as if
Methodists had stopped having children. The adult classes remained more or
less the same in numbers. The ups and downs have continued. At present, we
are in an up-stage and the Sunday School is definitely growing. Our present
minister, Mr. Young, is putting special emphasis on the attendance with a
“Sunday School - Now” campaign. .

Two years ago, Mrs. Norma Cardwell gave the Sunday School “ashot in
the arm” with her puppet family. The puppet family lives in a beautifully
designed and equipped stage home, built for them in the fellowship hall by
R.K. Thomas. Under the direction of Mrs. Cardwell, with help as needed
from Phillip Cardwell, Big Bird and the other members of the family entertain
the children during the opening exercises and along with the entertainment,
give them truths to take home with them each week.

For the past 2 years a pre-school age nursery school has been held in the
Sunday School on week days. The school is managed by the Methodist
Parents, Inc. and is not a part of the church program.

No record of the Sunday School would be complete without a tribute to
Miss Pearl Driskell. For many years, Miss Pearl was a teacher at the
elementary level and until the timie of her last illness, she had served as pianist
for all the children’s activities. At present the school has 10 classes:

The Lou-Howe class - Mrs. Lola B. Courtney, teacher (Mrs. Courtney
took over the class in 1980 on the death of Mrs. R.C. Harrell, who had taught
it for some years. Before Mrs. Harrell, Mrs. John Bond had taught the class).

Juliette - Phillips cIass - Jim Shepherd and Mrs. Mary Ann Gentry,
teachers -

The Seekers class - Ron Young, teacher
Men’s Bible class - Jim Robertson, teacher
Senior High class - Steve Perkinson, teacher

Middle Schnol class - Mrs. Kathie Perkinson, teacher
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Older Elementary class - Mrs. Sharon Yocum, teacher; Mrs. Mabel
Ayler, substitute

Younger Elementary class - Mrs. Barbara Robertson, teacher; Mrs.
Chris Dorten, substitute

~ Pre-School- Klndergarten - Mrs. Sandi Lanphlerd and Mrs. Alice
England, teachers

Nursery - Mrs. Dorothy Lanphierd and Miss Dolly Gex Riley.

Other work with the children includes the Church Mice Program and the
Kids of the Kingdom. Children of nursery age are cared for in our well-
equipped nursery. :

The Church Mice stay in the sanctuary during the early part of the
morning service. After their special time, they are dismissed to scamper away
to their own supervised activities in the education building.

The Kids of the Kingdom for children first through fourth grades, holds
an activities session Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. In addition to their organized
program, they participate often in the morning worship and have their choir
robes for their musical programs in the services.

The older youth have their own M.Y.F. organization and meet at the
church on Sunday evenings unless they have plans for a field trip of some sort.

The Methodist Men’s organization has not been active for some years.
However, plans are now underway to re-activate the program with the newly
organized Men’s Bible class serving as nucleus.

In early 1982, a Women’s Prayer Gronp\"and -Bible Study class was
organized with nursery facilities for young children of the mothers attending.
The group has been meeting at the parsonage on Wednesday mornings.

Vacation Bible School has been scheduled for June this year.

Our Wednesday night Prayer Service has not been largely attended in the
years I have known the church (from the early 1900’s) except for a brief period
in 1960, 1961 when it really burgeoned. It outgrew the Lou Howe room, the
Juliette Phillips room, and finally moved into the Sanctuary. We reached an
average of 100 and held it for some time. The phenomenon was largely due to
Mr. Allen’s emphasis on prayer meeting attendance. He made us feel he
expected us to be there - and we were.

Ministers who have served our church since 1960 include: Dr. Paul
Gillespie, 61-62; the Rev. James Kirk, 62-63; the Rev. Duncan McKinsey, 63-
65; The Rev. Ralph Leonard, 65-71; the Rev. Walter Applegate, 71-72; the
Rev. Julian Simpson, 72-81; and the Rev. Ronald Young, 81-83.
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Mr. & Mrs. Allen Potts have been our church custodians since the very
early 1960’s. The loving care they have given to keeping the church worthy to
be a place of worship is apparent to all who enter the buildings.

SPIRIT

As I said at the start of this Update, the church is the building, the people,
and the spirit. I have been emphasizing that the spirit of the church is
unchanged, although the faces and the names.are different.

People have said to me, “How lucky (or how fortunate) you are that so
many of the people moving to town are Methodists”. I would not use either of
those two words. The word I would use is “blessed”. We have indeed been
blessed not only in numbers but in caliber.

The spirit of love - of God, of our church, and of each other - has
remained the same. It shows itself in many ways - men taking their turn in
ushering on Sunday morning; women providing flowers for the sanctuary;
and both men and women se\r'ving as greeters at the door.

It shows itself in choir members, not only sharing their talents but using
their Wednesday evenings for practice.

It shows itself in services - Malcolm Carraco and Mrs. Oney handling the
church finances year after year after year - Jerry Dunn quietly shouldering
jobs that need to be done - R.K. Thomas rescuing and carefully preserving the
old brass lock on the door we had to abandon - Julian Simpson doing, and
doing beautifully, the interior painting for the bishop’s visit.

It shows itself in the willing acceptance of positions on the Board and the
Council on Ministries and in the faithful carrying-out of assumed duties. It
shows itself in the respect and the regard and the genuine affection members
have for each other. (

v And last of all, it shows itself in quiet commitment to God and to the
principles on which the Church was established.

We at Carrollton are not a perfect church - far from it, but God helping
us, we will endeavor to be a better church as we approach our 200th year of
service in our community.

Ruth Adkinson
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Footnote—1984

Since this Update was completed in the spring of 1982, there have been
four changes that should be noted:

The parking lot has been blacktopped.

The choir room has been redone and refurnished. Money for this
project came from a bequest to the church from Miss Pearl Driskell,
and the room has been named in her honor.

As of January of 1984, the church has a new minister, the Reverend
Wayne Garvey, who was sent to us from Frankfort when Mr. Young
was transferred to the Russell United Methodist Church, Russell, KY.

The church was recognized as one of the six oldest congregations in the
state at the Kentucky Conference Bicentennial Observance.
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CARRCLL COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
136 COURT STREET
CARROLLTON, KY. 41008

Cover Painting by Mary Ann Gentry was donated by
her and her husband and is on permanent display at
the church.
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MARVIN CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH

(Submitted by Mrs. Robert Gardner.,) ‘ :

P I

The first Methodist church built in the southern part of Carroll
County was ceslled Gilead, located about & mile south of the present
Mervin Chapel edifice, and was erected sbout 100 years ago on the farm
now owned by A.D. Jones, better known as the Bond tract of land.
, Descendants of the families of theGilead congregetidn who are now
members of Mervin Chapel are the Bairds, McCreerys, Haineses and McBurneys.

It was during this time that great camp meetings were held in
Kentucky and John Newbund Moffett and Wm. Gunn occesioned a wonderful
religious awakening in Carroll county.

But the disturbance of the War Between the States caused the
ebandonment of servifes et Gilead during those days of conflict, and it
wes not until the war wes over that Rev. E.L. Southgste organized et - '
Green Hill school house & Southern Methodist church and organized for IR
building Dean's Chapel, now known a&s Dean's Memorisl chureh. Rt

In the beginning there were but 12 members. For of these-- .
Barzilla Baird, Wm. McCreery, Wesley Haines and Wm, McBurney--were '
from Gilead, asnd with their families retained their membership at PR
Dean's Chapel until Marvin was built in 1881, ' Lot

-George M, Desn and his wife (Lucy Driskell), Taylor Fothergill -;'
and wife (Nannie Easterdey) and Mrs. Mary Eliza Smith came to Marvin ST
et this time, ' SR

Two of the daughters of Wm. McCreery married Methodist ministers-— -
Mrs. Belle Savage (mother of Rev., J.E. Savage) and Mrs. Margaret Boswell, ) ;

Rev. O. C. Baird, a Methodist minister, is a descendasnt of the |

_Baird family, while other members of the family were active, consecrated
workers in the church, o

The McBurney and Hesines families were noted for théir loyalty and o
faithfulness. The Haines home was for over one hundred years known - A
as the preschers' home, ) g

Among the pastore who have served Marvin Chapel are Reve. T.F. Taliaferro, - -
¥W. T. Rowlsnd, t.W. Barker, C.H. Greer, Josish Godbey, E.C. Hardin, R
C.P. Pilow, Foster Johnson, D.L. Rothweiler, Marvin Richardson, N
Eugene Armitage, with Rev. Eugene Meyers present pastor, N

The presiding elder at this time is Rev. G.D. Prentiss. S

This yedr the church was painted through the generosity of R.M. T
Barker, of €arrollton, : N
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PHOTO COPY OF DEED - PROPERTY OF MARY ATLEEN CGENTRY.
PHOTO COPY OF DEED OF METHODIST CHURCH IN PORT WILLIAM, now

Carfollton.

Dated September 29th, 1818 - lot number 266 on the established

plan of Port William, bought‘by the trustees of the church -

Garland Bullock, John Goddard, James McLane, Henry Brenton, and
Joseph Hardy - for the sum of $75.00. Bought from George

énd,Nancy’Shields.

This lot is.loéated on Sixth Street, the site now occupied by the
Christian church parsonage. It appears evident that the brick
building now uéed»as the parsonage is the old brick building
'ere;ted thereon as sa place 6} worship for the use of the members

of the Methodist Church;'

et

‘Inscription on the tombstone of Thomas Ogburn, the first resident

minister of the Methodist Church of Carrollton, Ky. then known as
Port William. -

"Soldier of Christ, Thy Conflict is o'er,

Thou are gone to reap Thy Reward

Viell doné thou faithful

No more shall Thou Qo from the Presence of God.

Refm A 4 L
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1824 CHURCH ROLL of PORT WILLIAM METHODIST CHURCH
| (now Carrollton M.E. Church)
i : - (Names copied from the church

history by Mrs. Howe) ‘
égﬁhﬂﬁy

‘ , | (E&pla v,tory notes by;4mEEv

HENRY OGBURN - First resident minister, came to Portswm. in l79h‘
 CHARLOTTE OGBURN - Mrs. Henry Ogburn - born Charlotte Hailey,in Maryland.
¥ JOSEPH HARDY - Associate Minister - born Somerset County, Maryland.

¥ MARY ANN HARDY - Mrs. Joseph Hardy - Dau. Ebenezer & M= .ry Goddard Waller,

|
|
| born Somerset County, Maryland.
1 ‘*MARGARET HARDY - Dau. of Joseph and Mary Ann Hardy v
|

. ®* REBECCA Hardy -~ Dau. of Joseph and Mary Ann Hardy
* NANCY (HARDY) PORTER - Mrs. Jeremiah Porter, dau of Jos.& Mary Ann Hardy.

NATHANIEL PORTER - bmo. of Jeremiah Porter & son of wm Porter, for whom
Port Wm. was named.

PATSEY PORTER - Mrs. Nathaniel Porter
* GEORGE GODDARD. Nephew of Mary Goddard Waller
* NANCY GODDARD - Dau. of John Goddard (he bro. to Geo. Goddard)
* ELIZA GODDARD - Dau. of George Goddard
* ELEANOR COTTMAN GODDARD - Daughter of John Goddard
* THERESA GODDARD - Dau. of George Goddard
* SARAH (GODDARD) BAILEY - Mrs. John Bailey, dau. of John Goddzard.
* ANGKLEPTA (GODDARD) VANPELT - Mrs. Sam'l VanPelt, dau. of John Goddard.

*MARY (VANPELT)BLAIR - Mrs. James Blair, dau. of Sam'l & Angeletta VanPelt. -
HANNAH VANPELT - Mrs. John VanPelt I, mother of Sam'l VanPelt.
' * ESME M(arshall) LOWE - son of Ralph & Fteanor Waller Lowe

Aok A b M A T li“ﬁr_‘ﬁiﬂﬂ@%‘.E.!.Miﬁhﬁl!.mmmaam.anc.ﬁ.l.ciuu.-.ﬁ.w... T PO,

* SALLY LOWE - Dau. of Ralph and Eleanor Waller Lowe

* RACHEL LOWE - Dau. of Ralph and Eleanor Waller Lowe.
*MARY (LGWE)OGBURN Mrs. Thomas Ogburn, fister of Ralph Lowe
: (he the son of Rev. Henry Ogburn-homeilater known
. 4 as Quinn Acres)
€. #* NANCY (LOWE)' GAUNT - Mrs. John Gaunt, Dau. of Ralph & Eleanor Waller Lowe.
- NANCY (COGHILL) SHIELDS - Mrs. George Shields,

* OFf the early family of Mary Aileen Gentry
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' GEORGE W. BOHRUM

LUCY W.. BOHRUM
GARLAND BULLOCK
MARY BULLOCK
SARAH MASTERSON
ELIZABETH GUINEA
SERAH PENI STON
ANN GAUNT
DENNIS ABBETT
MARIA ABBETT
SALLY NETHERLAND
LOUISANA WINSLOW v

~ MARGARET S. WINSLOW -

MARY MCCLELLAND
SARAH PIERSON
RACHEL PARKS

JANE METCALF
NANCY HAWKINS
LYDIA CLARK
CATHERINE CROSBY
ELIZA LINGENFELTER
NATHAN LEE

JAMES HUTCHIN SON

~. f&ﬁg,&bf :

1824 MEthodist Chruch Roll
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HENRY OGBURN
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First resident Methodist Minister in Port William ;
(now Carrollton, Kentucky) ;

The firet resident minister serving the Methodist Episcopal
Church in the vicinity of Port William, Kentucky,was Henry Ogburn.

Henry Cgburn was born in Mecklenburg, Virginia, on November 26,
1754, and in the twenty-first year of his age joined the Methodist ;
Episcopal Church. In 1799 he entered itinerant work and until ‘ !
the Génference of 1790, when he located, he labored usefully in
Virginia, North Careiina, and Pennsylvania .

In the spring of 179%, with his wife, Charlotte Hailey, of
Maryland, and traveling on horseback5 he came to Kentucky to make
his futureihdme. - For a short time he located in Lexington but in ]
1795, he femoved to the mouth of the Kentucky river,(Port William) ' §

’ ' now Carrollten, and a year or two subseguently, purchased a tract of |
" land two miles above, on‘the banks of the OhiO'river, where he spent

the.remainder of his days. The first building used by the Society :

of Methodists in this vicinity, was a log church built on land owned ‘?

by Henry ngurn.l (Prior to 1810): | |

Henry Ogburn was a friend and follower of Francis Asbury. ﬂhel
journal of Francis Asbury recites; - 'June 13, 1788 - I preached a |
pastoral sermon under an arbor near the borders of the town, on i

\

Ti Timothy Ls: 13-16, with consolation. Ordained Henry Ogburn and

John Baldwin, deacons, and Edward Morris and Ira Ellis, elders.' 2
The History of Methodism in Kentucky, by Redford, statess=

tAs 2 preacher he was above mediocrlty. While a member of the

(- Metes kept by the late Jenn Howe, aleo clipping re: Bishop Dickey;i;{
| 2.  Journal ef Francis Asbury.
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Conference, he was remarkable for his zeal, and in local sphere, he

was distinquished for the energy and fidility with which he prosecuted
his high and holy calling. During the period of his connection

with the church in Kentucky, he was the honored instrumeht of turning
'many to rightiousness' and in his death left behindfhim the frangrance
of a:good name.'

His will, dated April 18, 1824, names twe children, a son Thomas
Opburn and a daughter, Elizabeth Ogburn.  His home, built before
1800, is the handsome stone house, now known as Quinn Acres, the
residence of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Gibson, and is located two miles east
of CarrOllton,'on the original farm tract.

The will devises the residence and farm to the son, Thomas.
Thomas Ogburn, was twice married - First wife was Mary Lowe, daughter
of Ralph and Eleanor Waller Towe ( of the family of Mary Aileen Gentry)
Their children were:: Heénry Ogburn II, born April 8, 182h4;" James
Ralph Lowe Ogburn, born March 1, 1826; Eleanor Amn Ogburn, born
March 16, 1829; and Esme Ebwe Ogburn, born March 30, 1830. Mary-
Lowe Ogburn, the first wife, died May 6, 1830, follow1ng the birth of
the fourth child.l

In Jane of 1831, Thomas Ogburn, married, as his secompwife,
Susan Peniston, daughter of Thomas and Sarah Masterson Peniston (this

Sarah Masterson was a daughfer of Richard Masterson). Their ch;idren
were:: - Thomas Peniston Ogburn, born Sept. 191832; John Wesley Ogburn,
born, November 20, 1834; Sarah C. Ogburn, born October 13, 1836;
Richard Masterson Ogburn, born, Feb. 27, 1839; Eliza Ann Ogburn, born
October 20, 8wl o "[- _
Records indicate that the Ogburn families presently residing in

Carroll County are descendants of the children of the second marriages :

1., Opburn family Bible, in possession of Mrs. Bertha Cull..
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OUR CHU‘%CH by luth Adkinson

. (Sources of Infomation .-+ Bishop Asbuty g Journsal,
Redford's "History of Methodism in Kentucky", Arnold'
*History of Methodiam in Kentucky", Mre, W. F, Howe's

"Bulletin of the Carroliten Methodist Chugch”,Miss muie'-l"‘* -

Masterson's *"Our Lhurch!, Newspaper Clippings, Or1a- Recorda
and Research done by Mrs_a,!ﬂlhm Geniiy and haty Ca SIS
“:uastersbﬁ.'? :

1?90. (or before * 1793) Rich d. and Satah Xasterson orgamzea tbe
f:u-st 8ociety of Methodists" “anong - settlers near the mouth of the
Rentucky River. Services were held in ‘their _home two' males east 4
Port William. This house is 8till stinding on the north gide o :
Highway 42 on the farm be! nging. to ¥&, and s Russell "ﬁi-tcb'ell;‘. , :

Here was the very earlxes ‘Deging of Vet su 'in, thii part of




by William Winslow, who joined tne church im 1828, This church was | .

"thirtiesg, had a membership of eight teachers and foft#éai*’pnpili4f,,,f,:

2.

1830. A larger brick church was built on Highland Avenue, where |
the present church now stands., Land for this building was given oL

degun in 1830 and completed in 1833. It was a one story structure .’ - %
with piilars in front and e steeple. At the south end of the R
chizrch was 2 door and a stalrway leading to.s galliery whers the RSN
negro meabers were seated, The church yard bsck of the dbulldimg "7~ - " . -%
was put into use as s burying ground at this time, .- RS
1839. The '"'great revival" took place in the Methodist Church on™ : . - -

this dite. Services were begun by the Rev. William Anderson and . .
continued by the Rev. John }offatt. The meeting finally closed . - - ,Y%

after several months because 'there were no persons left to be saved? - . |

- " -

1842, The Sunday School, which had been organized in the tatés .. i
Joseph Myrick was appointed to build up a church 1ibrary, whichfﬁ;ﬂiggﬂi,.fj
vas added to. until the church periodicale and quatterlies came P
into general use, ST e RIS

~e

e © o . .

"ty

1850, The first church parsonage was buiit on Seventh Streeti™ B
The hotise is now owned by Miss Sallie Kirby. Rev. John B, Ewan

was the first minister to occupy -this parsonage,’

The present church

down in July, 1870, Bisho
weel before it was tor

th» infant son of the

w.  chipped in the (¢

0. oricks burned in

ma:ed cost of the

he:2 on Decembe
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gave the firstciift of $1,000 towards it. The Rev. Kr. Redd was x;}'?j
the first preacher to occupy thia paraonage. * . _ - AP
1900'3 (early) The Sunbeams, Y nissionary society for younget JErh f?ﬁ?:;j
children was organzzed by Mjgﬁ_ngJSQndgzg. T ~.:f35:'€ .
1913, The lower floor of the church was used to give shelter to ~'§?ﬁ?ﬂ(;§f§
refugees from the flood of that year.{,; ’.t“Fﬁ . e ,g;i;;g—jjzlé
1918, The church was closed‘duting the iafluenza epidemzc of - R T
that year, Tev. W, M. Johison was thé only fesideat Protestant ..; Ty
ninistér in town at this time and ?isxted el ‘of “the sick of the . ok
town and buried the detd.»w,~ﬂ~ R ‘i? .J_“, e i

- T e ‘-‘,...- Tc ‘-.’ 4‘1;\ . . .< . \::

3.

1885. A Pilcher organ, the first pipe organs in Carroliton, was
purchsed and installed, -

.
By g S AN LN, | ade it - IEI E

1892, The stained glass windows were donated by members of the

congregation rnd installed. The Prestonville Church was organized
from the membership 1iving west of the Kentncky River. Rev. C. J. e
Nugent was the minister at this time. B e

1898-9. The present parsonage was completed.’ xra. Mary Conn _

1920';. The Jubilee Guild was orgsnzzed by&ﬂiss Bthalene Rowland

1926. In thla yenr ‘the’ chur:h waé renodeied extensively. . BishOp LT
Dickey spoke ‘at the dedications ;,ieadcre of the remodelin _progron‘u SRR
were’ geoige Vinalow,. Honry . sgﬁhe:m:u. Joe Houe Rev. eorge:. T
Prentiss w;a the ﬂmn!ster. e ok ‘. IR

. a
R .r‘ * '.. R . . ¢ %
:- °

- a

;,. * v 1' _’{ﬂ;. “

a“ \;
1

1030's  The first Wofien were ippoihted to the orFicial. boards - iul

They were Mrs. Lawrence Huglies and Kis. R. B Gxddent;; hrs.czddens 5]155‘
was also the f;rst woman to serVe aa . trustei.«»cegx” ARy s RS

Ay e ks R

[oced x., Y

nx: 1 .i?..»

1939. “The sanctunry Was' remoaeied‘ “add “$hy ‘rinal stnlrwa a ‘wert S
returned to their formers beality: b}uaert‘ﬂ 1‘“ Joe Adkinson Waa. - - - &
chairman of the Committee..’ Bishoﬁ thlingtou Bpoke ‘at thé services |
of dedication. Dr. Homet Looro V\s pastor.nt thxn time; ’ R |

5
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1940's (early) . A Service Board wil placed at the renr of the -
church., By the end of the war it carried the names of seVenty-three
Methodist boys in’ service and bote four gold starsi .- t,

N B o - -
o - vt

Rt N."_'v_,.iv‘ * q‘ _ . )
1943, The steeple. 1ong a land matk throughout the surround:ng -
country, was bloun _down ia 3 ftetk storm, Some day ;t’MUST be replaced -

VTR gy - 4._,. «-‘.‘,5, o,
. ey 5

o S

1945. Union D- Day Prayer Servxcel uere held in the church on the 'f 'g‘uf
historic night of D-Day. L . "L

MY et

QAN —
- . .-‘._, .- o . X e - . - .o -
- ey ..—-" - -

1946, The Prestonville. Chutch vas torn aoun. “the- aite so1d, .nd Ao
the membership returned t6 the mother church in Carroliton, . . Ptoceedl,ﬂ-;; y
from the sale of theé church materials and site made possidle the - pd s
repairs necessary after the storm of ;233 and pald for further Th T

improvements.

1940's. The Young Adult Fellowship, now the Juliette Ph1111ps ‘{'lﬁl. L
Class, was organized. . L
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1957. The Winglow-Howe Bducational Building on land deeded to

the church by Niss Jenn Howe was completed. The building committee
#as composed of Mrs. R, L. Booth, Fred Oney, Louis Thoma Griffith,
Gex O, Williams, Jack Way and John H. liesdows, Rav, I, J. Scudder
wags the pastor, .

1960. Octodber 23, 1960, the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary
observance of the first Methodist church building in Carrolliton
was held with Bishop Walter C, Gue as guest speaker. Nev. Albert C.
Allen is the pastor at this time, - - :

Pastors of our ¢hurch from 1810 include Henry Ogburn, Joseph Hardy,
Henry Brenton, J. C. Harrison, James Beat » G. Barker, L. D; Parker,
Thomas Hall, William Gunn, Pielding Bell, Geotge ¥, Merritt, Isaac
Collard, Gilby Kelly, Morris Levi, Peter Tpaylor; John B, Ewan, James
Lawrence, Samuel Adams, Banjamin T.’ Crouch, 'Joseph Rand, Druamond
Welburn, Daniel Stevenson, J. W. Cunningﬁin;*ﬁédtge Crumbaugh,
Jedediah Foster, J. J. Johnson, P, B, Xavanaugh, Newton G.Berryman,
H. A, C, Walker, E. L. Southgate, T. J.--Godbey; J, W, Wightman

G. C. Overstreet, W. T, Poynter, J.~c,:&ino¢;-5pmn Reeves, M. J.
Hiner,; C. J. Mugent, Robert Hiner, William Shoesmith, ¥. T. Rowland,
Horace G. Turner, J, D. Redd, B. F, Lancaster, ¥ J. Chandler,

M. 5. Clark, J. W, Crates, P, T. d¥clntire, Jabes Crutchfield,

W. R. Johnson, J. E. Savage, R. W. Watts, Giorge Prentiss, Dr.George
Banks, Zarl Possett, W, K, Arnold, Madison Coomba, H. L. Moore,

K. O. Potis, Fred Sanders, A, L. Osborne, G.‘H;'Bigrley, I. J.
Scudder, Valis Hill and our rresent pastor, Albert C. Allen,

Sunday School supéridtendints froa 1888 include Dick Stanton, John
Smith, Will Howe, Rod Howe; Joe 4dkinson, George Winslow, Perry -
and R/ X, Thomady : '« i’

R
-

Organiste of the church frok 1883 irclude M¢. Weaver,
Howe, ¥rs.. Lou Howe, ¥ids Lillie Bowe; drs, H ry Winelow, = -7 .27~
Mrs. Grace Grobmyér), ¥irs, Margsret Barker, Mr. Gaston Taylor "and
Mre. Pearl Booth, -~ "~ ... UToal 0 Lt . o
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b.inisters who have gone from our’church into Christian service
include Joseph Hardy, Thomas Cropger, William Abbett, Jeremiah * . |
Strother, John Francis ,

the present time Roscoe Jenking;?IQanﬂiliett, and Harold Carter;

Christian Social workers are Kiébes\afibétgiéVEtpg;gﬁe waland,”A

who serve in T:nnessee, ‘ N S E
. 2L W -

Van Peit, Lemuel Cox, Joseph Green and Et‘iwfi
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-y~

Griffith,ftagtegcg{agggea; ngh’Aﬁkingqp; Elmer Wallace, Tom Doyle, -
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OUR CHURCH by Zuth Adkinson

(Sources of Information ... Bishop Asbury's Journal,
Redford's "History of Methodism in Kentucky', Arnold's
"History of Methodism in Kentucky", Lrs. W. F. Howe's
"Bulletin of the Carrollton lMethodist Church' ,Miss Hallie
Masterson's "Our Church'", Newspaper Clippings, 01ld Records
and Research done by Mrs. William Gentry and lary C.
Masterson,): ‘

1790. (or before 1793) Richard and Sarah Masterson organized the
first society of Methodists among settlers near the mouth of the
Lentucky River. Services were held in their home two miles east of
Port William. This house is still standing on the north side of
Highway 42 on the farm belonging to Mr. and Mrs. Russell Mitchell.
Here was the very earliest beginning of Methodism in this part of
Kentucky. '
1795. Henry Ogburn of Mecklenburg, Virginia, located across the
road a little east of the Mastersons. He was the first minister
of any denomination to settle here. He lived near Port William
until his death in 1831. His home is now 'Quinn Acres' on the

farm owned by Mr. and bMrs. Stanley Grobmyer. Seevices were held in
his home as well as the Masterson's and other homes in the copmunrity
were also opened to the members for services.

1800-1803. POrt‘Wiiliam was the center of a united revival effort
of Methodists, Baptists and Presbyterians. These services had wide-
spread results throughout the surrounding country-side.

1808. On September 8th Bishop Francis Asbury stayed overnight in
Port William, or Williamsport as he called it in his '"Journal". He
was entertained during his stay in the home of the 'Widow Masterson'",
(Sarah) This is Bishop Asbury's only visit to this part of Kentucky.

1810. FIRST CHURCH BUILT IN PORT WILLIAM. The Methodists, at this
time too numerous to worship in. the homes of the members,; erected a
log church on a lot belonging to Henry Ogburn., It is the building
of this church we are observing today. Nothing is known of the
building except its location on Mr. Ogburn's lot, but it served

the congregation for eight years.

1818. The first $rdek church was built on SixthStreet on lot
number 266, where the Christian parsonage now stands. The land was
purchased from George and Nancy Shields for the sum of $75.00. The
trustees of the church who negotiated the business were Garland
Builr.ck, John Goddard, James lMcClane, Henry Brenton and Joseph Hardy.
This building was sold in 1830 and eonverted inte—a—duwelling.

1824. A copy of the church roll, or perhaps one '"class' roll is
still in existance. None of the names on this r¢ll appear on our
present church rolls except Masterson, Miss Mary Masterson is now
at a vursing home in Pee Wee Valley, but her membership remains in
the 15231 church., T.rs. William Gentry is related to sixteen
peopiz on the 1824 r¢:! - the families of Hardy, Goddard, Van Pelt
and Lewe, Several othices of our members are descendants of the
early Methodists. It is particularly interesting to note that

four negro slaves were menbers of the group.
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1830. A larger brick church was built on Highland Avenue, where
the present church now stands. Tand for this building was given

by William Winslow, who joined the church in 1828. This church was
begun in 1830 and completed in 1833. It was a one story structure
with pillars in front and a steeple. At the south end of the
church was a door and a stairway leading to a gallery where the
negro members were seated. The church yard back of the building
was put into use as a burying ground at this time.

- 1839. The "'‘great revival" took place in the Methodist Church on

this date. Services were begun by the Rev. William Anderson and
continded by the Rev. John Moffatt. The meeting finally closed
after several months because 'there were no persons left to be saved"

1342. The Sunday School, which had been organized in the late
thirties, had a membership of eight teachers and forty-six pupils.
Joseph Myrick was appointed to build up a church library, which
was added to until the church periodicals and quarterlies came
into general use.

1850. The first church parsonage was built on Seventh Street.
The house is now owned by Miss Sallie Kirby. Rev. John B. Ewan
was the first minister to occupy this parsonage.

1852. A brick building was erected on Sycamore Street through the
efforts of the official board -- George Boorom, William Harrison,
R.W. Masterson, Henry Moore and William Winslow, and was made avail-
able to the negro members for their Sunday services. From 1852 to
1859 it was used during the week for a school for children between
the ages of five and fifteen.  This school was first taught by
Miss Lizzie Bowling. The building was used by the Negro Methodists
for their services until the 1890's when the Second Methodist Church
was built on Eighth Street. It is now owned by the Carrollton
Woman's Club and is occupied by the Carroll County Library.

1860-65. The Methodist was the only church in Carrollton holding
continuous services during the period of the Civil War,

1866. Young Peoples Prayer Meetings; which had been organized in
1865, became the Young Peonles Society for Christian Service
(Y. P. S. C. E.) later the Epworth League, and now the M.,Y. F.

1870. The present church was built. The church of 1830 was torn
down in July, 1870. Bishop Kavanaugh preached in the church the

week before it was torn down and baptised Hubbard Kavanaugh Southgatg
the infant son of the pastor Rev. E. L. Southgate. lethodists
wcrshipped in the Court House while the church was being constructed
oi bricks burned in the local kiln of Harrison Brothers. The esti-
mit2d cost of the building was $12,500. Dedication services were
held on December 25, 1870. Rev. T. J. Godbey was the pastor.

1871. Pirst revival services were held in the new church with
the Rev., F. W. Noland as evangelist.

1878, The Kentucky Conference organized the first Woman's

M ~sionary Society. Mrs. Lou Howe, Mrs. William Poynter, and
Mi-zs Sue Browinski were charter members. Mrs. Poynter, wife of
our minister, was appointed by the bishop to act as corresnonding
secretary and write the letters which brought the women together.

it Boe Mt o e amms e



1885. A Pilcher organ, the first pipé organ in Carroliton, was
purchsed and installed._g

1892. The stained glass windows were donated by members of the
congregation snd installed. The Prestonville Church wasg organized
from the membership living west of the Kentucky River. Rev. C. J.
Nugent was the minister at this time. :

1898-9. The present parsonage was completed. MNrs, Mary Coﬁn
gave the first gift of $1,000 towards it. The Rev. Mr. Redd was
the first preacher to occupy this parsonage.

1900's (early) The Sunbeams, a missionary society for younger
children was organized by Miss Lou Sanders

1913. The lower floor of the church was used to give shelter to
refugees from the flood of that year,

1918. The church was closed during the influenza epidemic of
that year. Rev. W. M. Johnson was the only resident Protestant

minister in town at this time and visited alil of the sick of the
town and buried the dead.

1920's. The Jubilee Guild was organized by Miss Ethalene Rowland.

1926.. In this year the church was remodeled extefisively. Bishop
Dickey spoke at the dedication, Leaders of the femodeling program
were George Winslow, Henry Schuerman, and Joe Howe. Rev. George
Prentiss was the minister. :

1930's =~ The first women were appointed to the offiqial board, .
They were Mrs. Lawrence Hughes and Mrs. R. E, Giddens. lrs.Giddens
was also the first woman to serve as a trustee.

1939. The sanctuary was remodeled, and the original stairways were
returned to their former beauty by Bert Hill, Joe Adkinson was
chairman of the Committee. Bishop Darlington spoke at the services
of dedication. Dr. Homer loore was pastor &t this time.;

1940's (early) A Service Board was placed.at the rear of the
church. By the end of the war it carried the names of seventy-three
Methodist boys in service and bore four gold stars., ‘

1943. The steeple, long a land mark throughout the surrounding
country, was blown down in a freak storm. Some day it MUST be replaced

1945, Union D-Day Prayer Services were held in the church on the
historic night of D-Day.

1946. The Prestonville Church was torn down, the site sold, and
the membership returned to the mother church in Carrollton, Proceeds
from the sale of the church materials and site made possible the

repairs necessary after the storm of 1943, and paid for further
improvements.

1940's. The Young Adult Fellowship, now the.Juliette Phillips
Class, was organized.
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1957. The Winslow-Howe Zducational Building on land deeded to -
the church by Miss Jenn Howe was completed. - The building committee
¥Yas composed of lirs. R. L. Booth, Fred Oney, Louis Thoma Griffith,
Gex O, Williams, Jack Way and John H, lieadows, R:av. I. J. Scudder
was the pastor. ‘

1960. October 23, 1960, the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary
observance of the first kethodist church building in Carrollton
was held with Bishop Walter C. Gum as guest speaker. Rev,. Albert C.
Allen is the pastor at this time.

Pastors of our church from 1810 include Henry Ogburn, Joseph Hardy,
Henry Brenton, J. C. Harrison, James Beatty, G. Barker, L. D. Parker,
Thomas Hall, William Gunn, Fielding Bell, George W. Merritt, Isaac
Collard, Gilby Kelly, Morris Levi, Peter Taylor, John B. Ewan, James
Lawrence, Samuel Adams, B=njamin T, Crouch, Joseph Rand, Drummond
Welburn, Daniel Stevenson, J. W. Cunningham, G-orge Crumbaugh,

‘Jedediah Foster, J. J. Johnson, P, E, Kavanaugh, Newton G.Berryman,

H. A. C, Walker, E. L. Southgate, T. J. Godbey, J. W, Wightman,

G. C. Overstreet, W. T. Poynter, J. C. Minor, John Reeves, k. J,
Hiner, C. J. Nugent, Robert Hiner, William Shoesmith, W. T. Rowland,
Horace G. Turner, J. D. Redd, B. F. Lancaster, ¥ J. Chandler,

. 5. Clark, J. W. Crates, F. T. McIptire, James Crutchfield,

W. R. Johnson J. 2. Savage, R. W, Watts,fGaorge Prentiss, Dr George
Banks, Earl Fossett, W. K. Arnold, Madison Coombs,; H. L. lioore,

i. 0. Potts, Fred Sgnders, A. L. Osborne, G. H. Bierley, I.J.
Scudder, Valis Hill and our nresent ‘pastor, ‘Albert CF Allen.

Sunday School superintendants from 1088 incliude Dick Stanton John
Smith, Will Howe; Rob Howe, Joe Adkinson, George Winslow, Perry
Griffith, Lawrence Hughes, iluth Adkinson; Elmer wallace, Tom Doyle,
and K. L. Thomas. _

Organists of the church from 1885 include Mr. Weaver, lkrs. Alice
Howe, Mrs. Lou Howe, Miss Lilli€e Howe, hirs. Henry Winslow, .
lirs, Grace Grobmyer, lrs. largsret Barker, kr. Gaston Taylor and
Mrs. Pearl Booth.,

Ministers who have gone from our church into Christian service
include Joseph Hardy, Thomas Cronper, William Abbett, Jeremiah

Strother, John Francis Vazn Pelt, Lemuel Cox, Joseph Green and at

the present time Roscoe Jenk1ns, Leon Willett, and Harold Carter.

Christian SOClal workers are blsses Grace and Ethalene Rowland,
who serve in T-=nnessee.
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About" the Author

Beauty and strength and truth take many forms in human
existence and human endeavor. '

To find the rare combination of these three virtues ex-
emplified in the enduring, sustained life story of one Christian
woman is to gaze upon a «pearl of Great Price” and to marvel at
the beauty, strength, and truth of a dedicated Methodist.

Our author, at an advanced age, Was requested by Carroll-
ton Methodist Church authorities to set out and compile the mat-
ters contained in the pages which follow.

without question, without hesitation, she complied and
forever: set the example for those who follow in the service of the
Lord—namely, to use eVery talent with which one is endowed to en-
able the Carrcllton Methodist Church to petter serve mankind.

Teacher, counsellor, guide, historian, not one among the
membership can recall when Miss Hallie was not the bulwark in
the ageless struggle a.ainst the forces of evil in the community.

Advanced in years and the knowledge of the ways of life,
her faith is as new, and fresh, and youthful as Christ would have
it in his requirement that one «)ust be born again.”

To sum it all up in one brief observation, having known
Miss Hallie makes it easier to be 2a Christian. That beautiful,
strong, truthful grace which has served her and her Church for
so long cannot fail to suffice for us all, here and now, and for
unborn generations who will joyfully give their full share of time,
talent, and devotion to the ‘Carrollton Methodist Church.

/s/ LOUIS T. GRIFFITH
Louis T. Griffith




Foreword "

In preparing this little history of the Carroliton Metho-
dist Church, I have relied on my own memory for much of the
material between 1888 and 1952. For information previous to this
I am indebted to old traditions, memories of older members who
have passed on, to a church roll of 1824, and to a church history
compiled by Mrs. Lou Howe in 1898. I am ‘also indebted to Mrs.
Sarah Howe Salyers and her phenominal memory for events and
dates during her residence here, to Mrs. Lida Hopkins who began
the vWOP‘J“I—l of organizing with me and who was forced to stop be-
~cause of illness, and to Ruth Adkinson, who helped me with the
arrangingz and typewriting—as well as ‘to many other peoble' whose
loving memories have helped to reconstruct the life of our church.
In mentioning the names of particular people who have been a
part of the church life, I feel a great fear that I may have ‘omitted
many names that should have been mentioned. Far, far from all
‘the faithful’ have even been ment'iqnedf by name. The services of
love and devotion of all of these unamed ones are not of less val-
ue because they are not mentioné_d‘here. This is not-an attempt
to call to mind all those who have had a great part in our church
life. That would not be possible. This his‘tor'y is at best intended
only to freshen the memory and start a strain of reminiscences
in the hearts of all those who, like me love OUR CHURCH.




where th
_bers of the chureh or Class, as it is called in the records, was

Qub of a series of Subday mornins talls at the insistence
of some of the members ol our bresent Sunday School, who feel
the church of today should know the chirch of yestercay and the
fé?}y b%fﬁz'e, has come this libtle history of the Carrollion Methodist
Chureh,

The history goes back before the days of Carrollton
even before the dajs of Port William = f{o the eariest settle-
ments of Kentucky, As early as 1785 o family seftled at the mouth
of the Kentucky, They were killed by the Indians Another fam-
ily came in 1786. They were driven off by the Indians but were
not killd. By 1790 it was tedasonably safe to settle heore, and a
humber of the families who came were Methodists Ouar beginninegs
also tie closely with the first Methodist Conference held west of
the Alleshanies in 1788, when Richard and Sarah Masterson en-
tertained Bishop Asbury ten lay members, and six cireuit riders
to the Western Wilderness at Masterson Station, localed outside
Lexington on what is now ihe site ot the Narcolie Farn. Our hi:
tory ties in closely with this Covfere . in 1790 Rirhard and
Sarah Masferson eame to seftle an the Oblo two miles above the
mouth of the Kentucky Meve as in Lexington, their home
used for holding services. The fire: tesident Methodist pre
known to have come here was Henry Opburn, who eame fro
Virginda Conference in 1795. and who preached in the ho
Richard and Sargh Masterson as well 4s in his own home
homes weve opened to the minister and all serviees were
in these private homes uniil 1316

At a5 bullt on Sistn

e Chrislian parsonape now sty ds. A toll of ‘he

1o Mrs B W Masterson. by Mrs Sqrah Bohrum, widew of
e?mrci;&} clerk who had kept the recorns ot that time The so
civen here: -

Henry Ogburn Nathaniel Porter
Joseph Hard, Nancy Gaunt Theresa Gocdard
Nancy Porter Sally Lowe Nancy Goddard
George W. Bohrum %Wm&nf?« ngmw Lydia Clark
Charlotte Ogburn 'ﬁggﬁigﬁgm Mary Blair
Rebecea Hardy Maris Abbatt Mary Osburn
Sarah Masterson Gieorie Goddard Hachel Lowe
Lucy W. Bohrum 2ally Balley
Flzabeth Guinea Sally Netherland
Margaret Hardy Hannah Vanpelt
Sarah Peniston Patsy Porter
Lucy W. Bohrum Bsme M. 1owe
Elizabeth Guinea Mary MoClelland Aligeletta Vapelt
Margarel Hardy £arah Plerson Eliza Goddar
Garland Bullock Rachel Parks Nathan Iee

Mary Bullock Jane Metealf James Huteh nson

Colored Members:
Lucinda Hitty

Naney Hawkins

Eliza Lingentelter

Phyllis
Sarah

This list Is interesting tor twp teasons It eives ths pames
ol a few families still appearing on the Workine roll of oar Dres-
ent church, and if éarvies the Hanmes of four colored members who
were probably faithiul slaves of som
1oll may not have been
thodists were Tirmily 1
Beside each name on the original woll was o ruled spiace fo

 maiking whether or not fhe member was Ptesent each Sindas

o




The frame, church lasted until 1830 when a brick church
was_ built” whete thé présent church now stands on ground ziven
by Willlam Winslow. As the frame church was scld, probably to
help pay for the new building, sérvices were held in the Court
House until the church was completed and dedicated in 1833. The
brick church was a good church like the present one except smali-
er, and it lasted the congregation until i870.

In 1835 William Beverley Winslow, father of Georze Boh-
rum Winslow and Mrs. Lou Winslow Howe, became secretary of the
Board of Stewarts and began keeping the records ‘which he con-
tinued to keep until his death in 1883. From these records the
former history of the church, which I have already mentioned,
was compiled and published by Mrs. Howe. This history, as I have
said, has been used for many of the events going beond my mem-
ory.
___The presiding elder in 1835 was Rev. H. S. Duke, and Rev.

J. C. Harrison was circuit preacher. Owenton and Port William
were the two appointments of what was called the Port William
‘Circuit. The name Port William was changed to Carrollton in 1838.

In 1839 a most remarkable revival was held in Carrollton.
A Rev. William Anderson preached with great success for several
weeks; after a short intermission a Rev. John Newland Moffitt
came and continued for a few weeks longer. Quoting from the
earlier history, we read: “During this series of meetin:s the whole
community turned to the Lord, and the meeting closed apparently .
for lack of people unsaved.” '

By 1842 the church had a Sunday School of forty-six
members and eight teachers, and Joseph M;rick raised money to
provide a library of eighty volumes for its use. This library was
kept up and added to until the Church Board of the M. E. Church,
South, began publishing magazines, quarterlies and other period-
ical literature for use in Sunday Schcols. Miss Mary Geier was a
member of the first Sunday School class to be orzanized, and she
became its teacher in 1849. ' o

‘Cur Sundaj School has always been an important part of
our church sinee its organization, and today it is still holding an im-
portant place in our church life. '

I can not give you the names of the early superintendents,
but as nearly as I can remember from 1888 on the are: ]

Mr. Dick Stanton, Mr. John ‘Smith, Mr. Will Howe, Mr.
Rcb Howe, Mr. Joe Adkinson, Mr. George Winslow, Mr. Perry Grif-
fith, Mr. Lawrence Hughes, Miss Ruth Adkinson, Mr. Elmer Wal-
lace, and Mr. Tom Doyle, the present superintendent. .

. During the forties many families who moved into town in-
creased the membership of the church and added to its great-
ness. I shall name only a few of them whose connection with pres-
ent names makes them familiar: Dr. J. V. Cenn, the father of
Mrs. W. T. Rowland; Jochn Howe; W. O.. Gullion, grandfather of
‘Miss Frances Geler; and Dr. L. E. Goslee, father of Mrs. Joe Howe.
Mrs. Cora Stratton brought a class of twenty or more from across
the ‘Kentucky River (Prestonville). This class prepared the way
for the church in Prestonville, which was built under the pastor-

“ate of Rev. C. J. Nuzent in 1892, and whose first membership was
made up .almost entirely of transfers from the Carroliton Church

rolls.

During the Civil War the Methodist Church was the only
one in town which held continuous services every Sunday. In 1865
a Bible Class for joung people, meeting every Friday night, was
organized by the preacher. This class joined with a Tuesday night
class of young men, orzanized in 1866, to form the first Young -
Peoples’ group. Through the years from its first name, Y.P.S.C.E.
(Young Peoples’ Society for Christian Endeavor), this group has
been called the Epworth League, and now the Methodist Youth
Fellowship or teen agers and Young Adult Fellowship for the

-3-




Older group. My Will Howe was the first president in 1892 when the
soung people hecame the Epwoz h Leaue,

The brick church of 1830 was torn down in the s
of duly, 1870 The last person who took the vows ol memb
in the Qlﬁ chureh was Miss Loull Eiratlon, who coined M
The lust marriase coremony the old chilteh wos that ot
Georoe Broh .tz,md Miss Mary Collisy on Juve 97 ¥From the
il o»id chiireh was torn dow 1, the Method again held

‘ the Court Bonse smi. tiwv new ehureh aas complered

1610 Hev. T 3 Godbey

. olllon chureh
e amd e 218 m S wt of ewryﬂ; ing All ot the
Dricks were by d o i - o the Hardson Broihers
Whise nne s on one Ve lh» value ol on the 1y

Y 11 1800 S19 800 e rie ¢ low 16 us Fut was aple
Llien b pmvme the by f whic e are sl o pwad t&d ‘

Lbe hing the Jors o 0 were vey

L circular pulplb 1t dio ive |
mmz but il was o mx e g}mm, did the p
L Lo veals we had o her who dig m}t ime‘ L ane wamed it
i&l\ on f:mw : : Ghe ¢ m}x a5 v Th& murm

] the p “*l’wr Lk :
aowil ’Ihsv :;m afi‘:‘ Loth sides of the pu and stored
fh”m in mf«\ o i the exeitemient the L morning
when the oo n oas Smbls*ci &mi looked a0 1 ¢
I m*g»zzz? “eople too. sides violently .im;{ i
486 both 1ot i’f‘ arm to the Conferonce,
Poyviiter, who was Inter hend of %&em
ﬁzmmmm, was sent here a5 the oo
not have heen o |1 ol r Fon
not want to hear any thmg from enhe:
Carrollton had niways been one of tha
chiurehios: that the matier was
tlen Sm{: o the pulpit eould b
for, exeitement soon died dow
pzﬂmix we he now.
An iild

Noland
mv m

L e }“n'mg*h‘;wl
p@rsanﬁ Wete converted ‘ nine new names weve addea to
the 1o

men of M&thw
Carrellton wom

ociely for mapy veq
nape Bociety angd .
roerl into the Home and ng Mi ,%3 oele m 1897 In
the first Childrern's W | il Workers
was G.‘\g i
{ 8 Miss Lou Sanders. no %’ 2 me m ' c;i ﬁh% o
M ﬂwdm Chureh in lousvi ille, organived o saai&éy
clilldren, called the Sunbeams
As nearly as I remember 3?, Wab i
stained glass windows, with
sible for installing them It




siaud the happiness of the church in these windows. | don't
think it was pride; it was more the exullation of O worship the
Tord in the beauty of holineas” Certainly ng has added
more to the beauly of our chureh or to s ;:ymba‘ S fns g sdnce
tuary than our besutiful windows
11 1398 the parsonage was bullt, The old personage was On
Beventh Blreet, the place where the Kirbys live now Nrs Conn
had lelt the church $1000 to w u in the idine of a par-
Qonawe and with this as a mmiezzs} ! ,uad the money
v vears aterwards when
i?)r Bankss was paatcr here t ge couoht five 1L was ol
dmm}r time, but all the Meihod hexr Buncay dinners aad
to the fire We looked aroung Dr Barks and found him
. oout 1n the gardm en it er on oa small table e
led out. Only the ool was eed in the fire which wis
toout and the 1258 of fhe odists wert back io their
Sunda dinners.
lt Was in } @3 when we oo First alleover carpet Tl
aisles and in the chancel
lown 50 and }m:xt in the Sunday
Ss:hcmi mm& *Ihe:za 1 eérouch carpst b cover the
tire Sunday &School room, ‘z)m Mrs George B Winslow w}w
helpine with the work, remembered that her mother- m»iaw
inslow, fmc% th& same carpet in her hall and smzrway
W : i tv, Mrs v;,m low's only wm-»
mem was, “z::m you brine b ety
' Mayvbe here is the best placa te metl w*z *’“'mm White-
Nead, ior aumiy he has his pm ¢ in an; ; he Carrollton
iethocst anch He wis ol \mn > ¢ he called if, for
:Q nd uno enure w had a iaithiul caretaker,
1o : mr t e cnmm exiend d o mko m all ¢f the members,
ci:mlmw ior Mrs C@x,
wma W m m’i m m
‘&um L y be
nhn& : . ]
his church iriends would
mm, tor & mmg i 0 the conauitiee thal pur-
chased the giit, on elaporace Pasker We toox 16 o his
house, bul Frank w L hay : . pie wWonieg 1b presented
w c}:mlch With &p}gm - carvied the oift to chureh
resentation spwch and
:»mh cam@ : - . s o hanx his whie
e o e 4l pone now, bul the
yﬁ‘*ﬁwm day oune pecple are 1B r ior nol havine knowh
them as we cid
Luey Winslow (Mrs Geoig ) and I had worked ham
when the new carpet was finally i 16 was late Saburday 0
when tne work was finished We re dog tireq bul the nexy d' ;
Wb thieiw Neclit . 4 ulsiaus ang dowvnsialls carpels
had 1o be in yeadiness ‘we iold Georee Winsiow anﬁ Mr. Henry
Sehuerman that we were noc soing to be In ehuren for several
L. 3k woald take us 1ha lon o to go: rested, but we wers
1 1 We had to see how the carpet looked,
1t was in 19 Metbodist bell was the only sound
{0 usher In the New Year, Thea Forbes stopred al the othier bells
and wmavma in deference to niy ifather one 04; t‘qa cldest Metho-
- o Qumnmm . WLO was puried i aay. The bell
5 P I O g s of 1
eptionally sweet mmﬁ I%; ; bousht by pi}nwlar subserintion
cd b Captaln dohn i oW vie, *\mly Lm s has willed
their propetty to the chureh aiter the de One of
iYie amusine stories told aboul our bell is that w zen the Bape
tiets bought a new organ, much larger and finer than the one
wo hiad ot the time, some one asked Frand Whitehead what he'd

=9




do when the Baptists plajed their organ. He scratched his head,
then grinned and said, “I'll ring our bell.” In the last few years
our bell hasn’t been rung very otten because of damage to the bel-
fry in the storm of 1943. But now that the steeple has been re-
paired, I for one am loniing to hear it again as our regular call
t0 worship. /

In the flood of 1913 and again in 1937 the auditorium was

closed, and the lower floor was turned over to families who had
been driven out ¢f their homes by the rising waters. In 1913 the
services were resumed before the families moved out, and on; that
Sunday morning the congregation worshipped in the strong, per-
vading odor of cabbage as some woman prepared her Sunday din-
ner. : :
During the fall of 1918 the Methodist Church, along with
all of the other churches, was closed because of the influenza ep-
idemic. It happened that Mr. Johnson was the only resident
preacher in town, and he went night and day visiting the sick and
burying the dead of all denominations. On the night of Novem-
ber 11, no one said anything to Frank Whitehead, but when the
news of the Armistice came, he opened the doors of the church
and rang and rang the bell. People came, sat quietly in the pews,
walked up and down the aisles, still quietly, and went away. It
seemed the ri-ht thing to do.

. It was in 1926 that the church was done over. We had
$30,000 pledged to begin with and more if we needed it. Some one
suggested .that we tear down this church and build a new one.
Ruth Howe Schuerman expressed the feelings of most of us. Ruth
said, “All my life I ‘have thought these windows were very beau-
tiful. They are my earliest memory. This church is filled with mem-
ories of the people who have worked in it and loved it. You can’t
put memories in a new church, and we would lose gzll that.” She
finished by saying, “I don’t think I could stand it.” So no more
was said about a new church. .

When we were planning the things to do for the church,
George. Winslow made a list of tentative subscriptions for the
members. Everycne had been invited to come to the meetinz. Em-
mett Gullion insisted that the list be read aloud. Whan he heard
his suggested gift, he said, “Why George, did you think I would
give that? I'll double it.” Every one either doubled or substantially
increased the amount he had been put down for. As the amounts
kept rising, Geor Winslow said,” Don’t any of you give any more.
Fvery one is givinz more than he can afford now.” There was a
feeling among many of the members who were able to do finan-
clally that the church should be made ready for a long time for
those who would follow and might not be able to handle the fi-"
nancial work.

Here are some of the things done in the remodeling:

First the lights were replaced. We used to have a wonder-
ful chandelier with rows and rows of prisms and of course rows
of oil lamps. We also had wall lamps at each window. I don’t re-
member ‘when we changed to electricity. At any rate the old chan-
delier and the wall lamps had been replaced by electric’ chande-
liers. I don’t know what became of the oil chandlier, but, if we had
it today, it would be a museum piece of priceless value. The lights

ost sixty dollars each. When they

pensive lights as they
a long time.

At that time we had a Pilcher organ, small, but with g
beautiful tone. It had been lovely in its place to the side front, but
it was tco small to fill in the front of the church. Originally the
orian and the choir loft had been in the back of the room, but

~a few years before they had mcvad to the left front corner, ahd
the two doors at the rear had been arranged ‘as they are now.
George Winslow and Margaret Barker were in cnarge .of choosing




the nev& organ. Margaret Barker had been our organist and choir

director for some time, and then as now, music was one of the
most important parts of our church. After the organ was installed,
it was tco high to be a-.graceful part of, the front of the church,
and it was lowered several inches to get it just right. The beauty
of this organ has since been increased by chimes, the gift of Mr.
and Mrs. Goldie Martin and Mr. R, M. Barker. To put in the or-
gan we wanted, a part of the wall had to be torn down, and an
addition built back of the original structure. This made the arch
over the onzan necessary to fill in the space, so that it would not
present a blank wall. The arch has been one of the most decor-
ative things done’to the church. Mr. Emmett Gullion called the
new room the “lean-to,” and we all called it that. To make the
rcom meant that some graves near the church had to be moved.
There was no one there that any present members remembered
except Mr. William Abbett and his wife. A tablet was put in the
new room, now the kitchen, in memory of the people whose graves
had to be moved. Mr. John Wooley Dunaway was very much op-
posed to building over a part of the church yard, and never went
in to that part of the church afterwards. Georze Winslow told
him that there was no one moved whom anyone remembered Or
kmew about except the Abbetts and that Mrs. Abbett was his fath-
er’s sister, and Mr. Abbett was my father’s coiisin, and as next
of kin we approved of the move and liked the idea.

Mr. Abbett ang his wife had left a gift of $1,000 to the
church. It was lett in the bank and everjy year the interest was
sent to the Conference Missionary Society as the Abbett Bequest.
We lost this when the banks closed in 1933. There was much dis-
cussion as to whether or not the church was responsible for re-
placing the monej as it had been in bank stock. To be sure of our
position, Joe Adkinson, tcok the matter to the bishop for his de-
cision. The bishop said no, as the church was not responsible for
the loss and had not prospered from the money which had alwajs
been passed on intact as the Abbett Fund. ’

As I said every body worked hard on the remodeling and
every body gave. Of course each part of the work hag to have
some one at its. head. Joe Adkinson was in charge of the build-
_ing; Mr. Joe Howe was an expert on carpets, so he selected  the
" carpet and saw to it that it was the ver; best that could be got-

', *.en. Mr. Henry ©chuerman, who knew wood from his association
with the Furniture Factory, selected the wcod work and the al-

tar rail. Mr. Prentiss, the pastor, was largely instrumental in get-
ting the furnace installed. At that time the church was heated
by two hot air furnaces located in the Sunday Schocl rooms on
either side of the center hall. Now a basement was dug under part
of the church and an entrance made from the hall. The entire
lower floor was remcdeled into Sunday 'School rooms. Again the
upstairs carpet was cut and fit by the women to be used down
stairs. Duriny the last few years the Woman’s Society of Chris-
tian Service, as the Missionary Scciety is now called, has recarp-
eted two of the rooms, and this summer has laid linoleum in the
other two rcoms. The linoleum fund of the society was begun by
a gift from Mrs. Hopkins. In the years since 1926 the Sunday
Qchool rooms have been redecorated several times by different
classes and groups. One of the rooms, named the Lou Howe Room
in honor of Mrs. Howe and refurnished in her memory, is used by
the Youngz Adult Fellowship group and the Woman’s Society of
Christian Service for their meetings.

After the remodeling of the church in 1926, very few maj-
or repairs were made until 1939. In that year came a big improve-
ment when the wall board was put on the auditorium. There was
a crack and a seep on the front wall which could never be fixed
satisfactorily until finally wall board was put on over the plas-
tered walls. This wall board was not painted until the summer of
1951 when Mr. H. B. Rich paid for the paint and the W.S.C:S. paid
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for the redecorating. Mrs. John Bovard was president of the group
when this was done. ’

In 1939 when the wall board was installed, many other
improvements were made. Joe Adkinson, who for many years as
a trustee watched over the chiurch building with loving care, was
responsible for putting on the wall board. Bert Hill redecorated
‘the ceiling at this time and refinished the stairways. When the
work was completed, Bishop Darlington was invited for a service of
rededication. After the service the membership entertained him
with a dinner. Mr. Moore was our pastor at this time.

At the dinner in his honor, Bishop Darlington said that
Carrollton had once had as its pastor one of the i:reatest preach-
ers of the South—Dr. Hiner. He wanted to know if any of us could
tell him anything about this great man. I could . . . and did.

I remember Dr. Hiner’s saying that when his time for
retirement came, he had three places in mind, Mount Sterling,
Grassy Lick, and Carrollton. But when the time came, there was
only Carrollton. He spent his last jears in the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Joe Howe and visited from there among his friends. He cculd
not have had a better home. o .

We had another pastor who spent his last years here —
Brother Rowland. He lived in the beautiful cld Rowland place
above town, the girlhood home of his wife. Two_of his daughters,
Grace and Ethalene, who grew up in Carrollton, are now doing
-wellfare work in Tennessee. S

Our steeple was blown down in a freak storm in 1943. The
church had spent $1,600 the year before to repair the steeple and
make it safe. The loss of the steeple was deeply felt not only by all
the members of the church but by many others who had long
looked up to it as 4 landmark of dignit; and beauty. Plans were
discussed again and again to replace if; estimates of costs: and
specifications were carefully studied, but finally in the summer of
1952 it was decided to cap it over and top it with a cross. I am
thoroughly convinced that this was the right, the only thing to do,
but when.ever I see our church in my ming I always see the slen-
der, taperin;; spire reaching into the sky. .

) In 1846 the Prestonville Church .moved its membership to
_Carrollton, the mother church. The members brought with them
funds from the sale of their church building. These funds have
been used on. vhe latest repairs of the church, particularly the con-
version to the gas furnace, and the reworking; of the stained glass
windows, which are still one of the church’s greatest sources of
pleasure. Man; of our faithful, enthusiastic workers came into
the church from the Prestonville membership, and the Carrollton
Church was rev.talized bj their coming. T

Carrollton Church has lost many, many of its old famil-
iar names and faces in. the. yeéars that I have known it, but with
each passing year it has gained new names, new faces, new faith-
tul workers. 1t would not be possible to name all of them or to
tell which year they came; if 1 did try I would be naming about
nine tenths of the present membership.

* Many of our present daj workers, as I said, have grown
up in other churches, but I can’t help thinking now of two little
bojys who back in the twenties piled up Sunday School attendance
-records for themselves, and sat Sunday after Sunday solemnly oh
the front benches. George Winslow called them the “little bishop”
and ‘“the little presiding elder.” Under slightly .different titles
ghsse same two, Gex O. Williams and Jack Way, are just as faithful
today.. - .

Many of the individual gifts which have been made to
the church should be mentioned. Here too I am afraid I may negi-
lect to mention some gift, either because I did not know of it or
because my memorj served me. L-dly.. . ’

) Our altar cushions were a gift to the church by Miss Mil-
dred Mosgrove in memory of her father, Mr. W. T. Moszrove, who




for.many years had Been a faithful member of the church and
had served on the Official Board, of which he was chairman at
the time of his death. ' .

The pulpit Bible used from 1870 at the church dedica-
tion until 1949 was given by Mrs. Abby Moore. At that time' it was
put away for safe keeping, and the Bible now being used was giv-
en by Mrs. Paul Carraco. . .

- The electric clock, one of -the latest gifts to the church
was given by the Doyle “Children” in memory of their mother,
Mrs. Estelle Doyle, whose faithfulness to her church is:bearing re-
wards in her children and grandchildren.

) Mr. Joe Howe gave the Christian Service flag. Mr. Peelman
and family gave the American flag in honor of his wife, Laura
Peehﬁlan, who was a faithful member of the church until her
death. ’

Mr. and Mrs. F. A. .Stamper :zave the -outdoor bulletin

- board. - ‘
I dont remember when we changed from the goblet to
our present Communion service. 1t was through Florence Geier
Deatherage that we made the change. Mrs. Leah Belle McCrackin is
our Communion 'Steward in charge of the pread and wine and has
been for several years. This is a service that was rendered by Mrs.
M. J. Winslow during the most of her life time and then taken
over by her daughter, Mrs. Howe, who continued with it as long as
she was able. )

Mrs. Donna Giddens and Mrs. Phene Evans Hughes were
the first women to serve as Stewards in the church. Donna was al-
so the tirst woman to serve on the Board of Trustees where she
has worked very faithfully for years. :

Carrollton Church has always been known for its excep-
tional music. As far back as we remember, (I have consulted sev-
eral others to be sure no one -has been omitted) the or:ianists
who have worked so faithfully: for the church are:

Mr. Weaver, Mrs. Emily Howe, Mrs. Alice Howe, Mrs., Lou

" Howe, Miss Lille Howe, Mrs. Henry Winslow, Mrs. Grace Grobmser,
Mrs. Margaret Barker, Mr. Gaston Taylor, and our present or-

ganist,. Mrs. Pearl Booth. Miss Pearl Driskell and Eugene Taylor -

are our organist and pianist for-night services now. 'Tom Brown,
colored, was the first boy to pump the old organ. Roman Browin-
sii was probably the last of the youngsters in the church to hold
the position of “pump boy.” It would be impossible to. mention all
the choir members and soloists during the sears, but no mention
of Carrollton music could ever be made without the name of Mrs.
Dollie Williams. The Carrollton Methodist choir has always been
most generous of its time and talents. No history of our church
could be complete without mention—not only of their special
services, but also of their regular Sunday after Sunday beautiful
music. And yet just as surely no one who has ever attended our
services would need such mention, for no one is apt to forget the
musical part of our worship.’ ‘

. And in speaking of special services at our church, I do not
want to forget the loving services of beautifying and decorating
our auditorium for special seasons of the year. For some years
past the women of the Lou Howe Class made themselves respon-
sible for the Easter and Christmas decorations, but now Miss Juliet
Phillips’ Young Adult Fellowship has this task. The regular Sunday
flowers are a part of the work of the Woman’s Society of Chris-
tian Service. . :

One of the most impressive services ever held in our
church was the funeral of Frank Whitehead in 1930. Ike Down-
ton did not want Frank buried from the church. I asked him why.
He said they had some young “bucks” who did not behave very
well and if they misbehaved or made any trouble at the Metho-
dist Church, he couldn’t have stood it. “But,” he said, “when I
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saw that church and heard that organ, I knew no bodjy could mis-
behave there.”

No body, black or white, felt any thing but sorrow and
reverence during the service which was conducted by ministers of
both races. Frank had loved music, so therée was music: “Miss Marg-
aret,” “Miss Dollie,” and the Choir, and also, “Swing Low Sweet
Chariot,” led by the colored preacher and joined in by all the
colored part of the congregation. In its dignity and beauty I have
never attended a more reverent and fittina funeral service.

I am sure I:could go on writing. indefinitely about the
people I remember, the services we held, the ministers who came
and worked among us and then were moved on to other fields,

~ but not forgetting us or being forgotten. I could write on indef-

initely, but that isn’t necessary; what I wanted to do was to start
a chain of reminiscences in your hearts so that you could go .on
for yourselves reconstructing the many things you remember about
OUR CHURCH. For “what shall I sa; more: time will fail me” to
tell of all the good people who have belonzed to OUR CHURCH and
loved it even as we do now.

APPENDIX: .

Preachers who have served our church since 1835 are:

J. C. Harrison, James Beatty, G. Barker, L. D. Parker,
Thomas Hall, Willlam Gunn, Fielding Bell, George W. Merritt, Is-
aac Kelly, Morris Levi, Peter Taylor, John B. Ewan, James Law-
rence, Samuel Adams, Benjamin T. Crouch, Joseph Rand, Drum-
mone Welburn, Daniel Stevenson, J. W. Cunningham, Geor2e
Crumbaugh, Jebediah Foster, J. J. Johnson, P. E. Cavanaugh, New-
ton G. Berryman, H.A.C. Walker, E. L. Southgate, T. J. Godbey,
J. W. Wightman, G. C. Overstreet, W. T. Poynter, J. 'C. Minor, John
Reeves, M. J. Hiner, C. J. Nugent, Robert Hiner, William ‘Shoe-
smith, W. T. Rowland, Horace G. Turner, J. D. Redd, B. F. Lan-

“caster, M. J. Chandler, M. S. Clark, J. W. Crates, F. T. MclIntire,

James Crutchfield, W. R. Johnson, J. E. Savage, R. W. Watts,

George Prentiss, Dr. George Banks, Earl Fossett, W. K. Arnold,
Madison Coombs, H. L. Moore, K. O. Potts, Fred Sanders, A. L. Os-
borne, and G. H. Bierley, our present pastor.

At present Mr. T. K. Stone is our Lay Leader and 'Chair-
man of our Official Board, and Mr. H. B. Rich is Chairman of the

" Finance Committee which marks these two as very busy men in

our Church set-up.




