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OUR CHURCH 

Hallie Masterson 

We, the members of Carrollton United Methodist Church, present this 
our history. We are indebted to those fine people who have gone before us, for 
providing our present physical plant. We pray that we may leave a spiritual 
legacy for those who follow,•as we follow those who have gone on. 

This history, a very good and interesting history of the church from the 
1790's into the 1950's, begins with the original words of Miss Hallie 
Masterson. Miss Ruth Adkinson updated that work into the 1960's, and now 
has brought the work into the 1980's. 

We pray that this work is a challenge and an insight to what God has 

done. 
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About The Author 

Beauty and strength and truth take many forms in human existence and 
human endeavor. 

To find the rare combination of these three virtues exemplified in the 
enduring, sustained life story of one Christian woman is to gaze upon a "Pearl 
of Great Price" and to marvel at the beauty, strength, and truth of a dedicated 
Methodist. 

Our author, at an advanced age, was requested by Carrollton Methodist 
Church authorities to set out and compile the matters contained in the pages 
which follow. 

Without question, without hesitation, she complied and forever set the 
example for those who follow in the service of the Lord: Namely, to use every 
talent with which one is endowed to enable the Carrollton Methodist Church 
to better serve mankind. 

Teacher, counsellor, guide, historian, not one among the membership 
can recall when Miss Hallie was not the bulwark in the ageless struggle against 
the forces of evil in the community. 

Advanced in years and the knowledge of the ways of life, her faith is as 
new, and fresh, and youthful as Christ would have it in his requirement that 
one "Must be born again". 

To sum it all up in one brief observation: having known Miss Hallie 
makes it easier to be a Christian. That beautiful, strong, truthful grace which 
has served her and her Church for so long cannot fail to suffice for us all, here 
and now, and for unborn generations who will joyfully give their full share of 
time, talent, and devotion to the Carrollton Methodist Church. 

/s/ LOUIS T. GRIFFITH 
Louis T. Griffith 

Foreword 

In preparing this little history of the Carrollton Methodist Church, I 
have relied on my own memory for much of the material between 1888 and 
1952. For information previous to this I am indebted to old traditions, 
memories of older members who have passed on, to a church roll of 1824, and 
to a church history compiled by Mrs. Lou Howe in 1898. I am also indebted to 
Mrs. Sarah Howe Salyers and her phenomenal memory for events and dates 
during her residence here; to Mrs. Lida Hopkins, who began the work of 
organizing with me and who was forced to stop because of illness; and to Ruth 
Adkinson, who helped me with the arranging and typewriting-as well as to 
many other people whose loving memories have helped to reconstruct the life 
of our church. In mentioning the names of particular people who have been a 
part of the church life, I feel a great fear that I may have omitted many names 
that should have been mentioned. Far, far from all "the faithful" have even 
been mentioned by name. The services of love and devotion of all of these 
unnamed ones are not of less value because they are not mentioned here. This 
is not an attempt to call to mind all those who have had a great part in our 
church life. That would not be possible. This history is at best intended only to 
freshen the memory and start a strain of reminiscences in the hearts of all 
those who, like me, love OUR CHURCH. 



Out of a series of Sunday morning talks, at the insistence of some of the 
members. of our present Sunday School, who feel the church of today should 
know the church of yesterday and the day before, has come this little history 
of the Carrollton Methodist Church. 

The history goes back before the days of Carrollton... even before the 
days of Port William... to the earliest settlements of Kentucky. As early as 
1785 a family settles at the mouth of the Kentucky. They were killed by the 
Indians. Another family came in 1786. They were driven off by the Indians 
but were not killed. By 1790 it was reasonably safe to settle here, and a number 
of the families who came were Methodists. Our beginnings also tie closely 
with the first Methodist Conference held west of the Alleghenies in 1790, 
when Richard and Sarah Masterson entertained Bishop Asbury, ten lay 
members, and six circuit riders to the Western Wilderness, at Masterson 
Station, located outside Lexington on what is now the site of the Narcotic 
Farm. Our history ties in closely with this Conference, for in 1790 Richard 
and Sarah Masterson came to settle on the Ohio two miles above the mouth of 
the Kentucky. Here as in Lexington, their home was used for holding services. 
The first resident Methodist preacher known to have come here was Henry 
Ogburn, who came from the Virginia Conference in 1795, and who preached 
in the home of Richard and Sarah Masterson as well as in his own home. 
Other homes were opened to the minister, and all services were held in these 
private homes until 1810, when a log church was built on Henry Ogburn's 
farm. 

In 1818 a brick church was built on Sixth Street where the Christian 
parsonage now stands. A roll of the members of the church, or Class, as it is 
called in the records, was given to Mrs. R.W. Masterson, by Mrs. Sarah 
Bohrum, widow of the church clerk who had kept the records at that time. 
The roll is given here: 

Henry Ogburn Nathanial Porter 
Joseph Hardy Nancy Gaunt 
Nancy Porter Sally Lowe 
George W. Bohrum Louisiana Winslow 
.Charlotte Ogburn Anne Gaunt 
Rebecca Hardy Dennis Abbett 
Sarah Masterson Maria Abbett 
Lucy W. Bohrum George Goddard 
Elizabeth Guinea Sally Bailey 
Margaret Hardy Sally Netherland 
Sarah Peniston Hannah Vanpelt 
Patsy Porter Esme M. Lowe 
Margaret Hardy Mary McClelland 
Garland Bullock Sarah Pierson 
Mary Bullock Rachel Parks 

Nancy Hawkins 
Theresa Goddard 
Lydia Clark 
Mary Ogburn 
Margaret S. Winslow 
Nancy Shields 
Angeletta Vanpelt 
Nathan Lee 

Colored Members: 

Jane Metcalf 
Nancy Goddard 
Mary Blair 
Rachel Lowe 
Catherine Crosby 
Eliza Lingenfelter 
Eliza Goddard 
James Hutchinson 

Phyllis Lucinda Kitty Sarah 

This list is interesting for two reasons. It gives the names of a few families 
still appearing on the working roll of our present church, and it carries the 
names of four colored members who were probably faithful slaves of some of 
the white members. This roll may not have been the full membership in 1824, 
but it at least shows that the Methodists were firmly established by that date. 
Beside each name on the original roll was a ruled space for marking whether 
or not the member was present each Sunday. The 1818 church lasted until 
1830 when a brick church was built where the present church now stands on 
ground given by William Winslow. As the 1818 church was sold, probably to 
help pay for the new building, services were held in the Court House until the 
church was completed and dedicated in 1833. The brick church was a good 
church like the present one except smaller, and it lasted the congregation until 
1870. 

In 1835 William Beverley Winslow, father of George Bohrum Winslow 
and Mrs. Lou Winslow Howe, became secretary of the Board of Stewards and 
began keeping the records, which he continued to keep until his death in 1883. 
From these records the former history of the church, which I have already 
mentioned, was compiled and published by Mrs. Howe. This history, as I 
have said, has been used for many of the events going beyond my memory. 

The presiding elder in 1835 was Rev. H. S. Duke, and Rev. J.C. Harrison 
was circuit preacher. Owenton and Port William were the two appointments 
of what was called the Port William Circuit. The name Port William was 
changed to Carrollton in 1838. 

In 1839 a most remarkable revival was held in Carrollton. A Rev. 
William Anderson preached with great success for several weeks; after a short 
intermission a Rev. John Newland Moffit came and continued fora few weeks 
longer. Quoting from the earlier history; we read: "During this series of 
meetings the whole community turned to the Lord, and the meeting closed 
apparently for lack of people unsaved." 
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By 1842 the church had a Sunday School of forty-six members and eight 
teachers, and Joseph Myrick raised money to provide a library of eighty 
volumes for its use. This library was kept up and added to until the Church 
Board of the M.E. Church, South, began publishing magazines, quarterlies 
and other periodical literature for use in Sunday Schools. Miss Mary Geier 
was a member of the first Sunday School class to be organized, and she 
became its teacher in 1849. 

Our Sunday School has always been an important part of our church 
since its organization, and today it is still holding an important place in our 
church life. 

I can not give you the names of the early superintendents, but as nearly as 
I can remember from 1888 on, they are: 

Mr. Dick Stanton, Mr. John Smith, Mr. Will Howe, Mr. Rob Howe, 
Mr. Joe Adkinson, Mr. George Winslow, Mr. Perry Griffith, Mr. Lawrence 
Hughes, Miss Ruth Adkinson, Mr. Elmer Wallace, and Mr. Tom Doyle, the 
present superintendent. 

During the 1840's many families who moved into town increased the 
membership of the church and added to its greatness. I shall name only a few 
of them whose connection with present names makes them familiar: Dr. J.V. 
Conn, the father of Mrs. W.T. Rowland; John Howe, W.O. Gullion, 
grandfather of Miss Frances Geier; and Dr. L.E. Goslee, father of Mrs. Joe 
Howe. Miss Cora Stratton brought a class of twenty or more from across the 
Kentucky River (Prestonville). This class prepared the way for the church in 
Prestonville, which was built under the pastorate of Rev. C.J. Nugent in 1892, 
and whose first membership was made up almost entirely of transfers from 
the Carrollton Church rolls. 

During the Civil War the Methodist Church was the only one in town 
which held continuous services every Sunday. In 1865 a Bible Class for young 
people, meeting every Friday night, was organized by the preacher. This class 
joined with a Tuesday night class of young men, organized in 1866, to form 
the first Young Peoples' group. Through the years from its first name, 
Y.P.S.C.E. (Young People's Society for Christian Endeavor), this group has 
been called the Epworth League, and now the Methodist Youth Fellowship 
for teenagers and Young Adult Fellowship for the older group. Mr. Will 
Howe was the first president in 1892 when the young people became the 
Epworth League. 

The brick church of 1830 was torn down in the first week of July, 1870. 
The last person who took the vows of membership in the old church was Miss 
Loulie Stratton, who joined May 29. The last marriage ceremony in the old 
church was that of Rev. George Froh and Miss Mary Collier on June 27. 

From the time the old church was torn down, the Methodists again held 
services in the Court House until their new church was completed and 
dedicated on Sunday, December 25, 1870. Rev. T.J. Godbey was the pastor at 
that time. 

There was a great deal of wealth in the Carrollton church at that time and 
the members got the best of everything. All of the bricks were burned in the 
kiln belonging to the Harrison Brothers, whose name is on one of the 
windows. The value set on the property in 1870, $12,500, seems ridiculously 
low to us, but was ample then to provide the building of which we are still so 
proud today. 

One thing the members got and were very proud of was a circular pulpit. 
It did not give the preacher much room to move about, but it was a handsome 
pulpit, and the people loved it. In a few years we had a preacher who did not 
like it and wanted it taken down and replaced by one such as we have now. 
The church, well pleased with its handsome pulpit, was not willing to make a 
change. One Saturday night the preacher took a carpenter to church with 
him. They cut off both sides . of the pulpit and stored them in the cellar. 
Imagine the excitement the next morning when the congregation assembled 
and looked at their beloved, sadly changed pulpit! People took sides violently 
and carried the case both to the courts and to the Conference. Fortunately, 
Dr. Poynter, who was later head of Science Hill School for Girls in 
Shelbyville, was sent here as the pastor that year. There could not have been a 
better choice. Dr. Poynter announced that he did not want to hear anything 
from either side about the pulpit; that Carrollton had always been one of the 
best and most conservative churches; that the matter was finished; and that it 
must be forgotten. Since the pulpit could not be discussed with the new 
pastor, excitement soon died down, and the church purchased the pulpit we 
have now. 

Among the revivals held in the "new" church between its beginning and 
the end of the century, three should probably be given special mention. The 
first "protracted meeting" in the church was in 1871. The pastor, Mr. Godbey, 
was assisted by F.W. Noland. Joe Jones, brother of the famous Sam Jones, 
held a meeting in which several men who had been known as "town 
drunkards" were converted and took their places among the most dependable 
members of the church. Another meeting in 1886 was held by Dr. (later 
Bishop) H.C. Morrison. In this meeting one hundred persons were converted 
and forty-nine new names were added to the roll. 

When in 1878 the General Conference authorized the women of 
Methodism to organize a Foreign Missionary Society, three Carrollton 
women, Mrs. Howe, Mrs. Poynter, and Miss Sue Browinski, were among the 
charter members. Miss Sue was president of the society for many years, and 



Mrs. Howe was president of the Parsonage Society and Home Missionary 
Society, until they were merged into the Home and Foreign Missionary 
Society in 1897. In 1880 the first Children's Missionary Society, The Willing 
Workers, was organized. The True Hearts were organized in 1894-5. In the 
early 1900's Miss Lou Sanders, now a member of the Fourth Avenue 
Methodist Church in Louisville, organized a society for younger children, 
called the Sunbeams. 

As nearly as I remember, it was in 1892 that we got the stained glass 
windows, with Mr. William Winslow largely responsible for installing them. 
It would be hard to make you understand the happiness of the church in these 
windows. I don't think it was pride; it was more exultation of "O worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness". Certainly nothing has added more to the 
beauty of our church or to its symbolism as a sanctuary than our beautiful 
windows. 

In 1898 the parsonage was built. The old parsonage was on Seventh 
Street, the place where the Kirbys live now. Mrs. Conn had left the church 
$1,000 to be used in the building of a parsonage, and with this as a nucleus the 
church raised the money to build the house on Fifth Street. Many years 
afterwards when Dr. Banks was pastor here, the parsonage caught fire. It was 
at dinner time, but all the Methodists left their Sunday dinners and rushed to 
the fire. We looked around for Dr. Banks and found him sitting out in the 
garden eating his dinner on a small table he had carried out. Only the roof was 
damaged in the fire which was soon put out, and the rest of the Methodists 
went back to their Sunday dinners. 

It was in 1903 when we got the first all-over carpet. Till that time we had 
carpet only on the aisles and in the chancel. This old carpet was taken down 
stairs and put in the Sunday School Room. There was not quite enough 
carpet to cover the entire Sunday School room, but Mrs. George B. Winslow, 
who was helping with the work, remembered that her mother-in-law, Mrs. 
M.J. Winslow had the same carpet in her hall and stairway at home. When 
told of the difficulty, Mrs. Winslow's only comment was, "Did you bring 
Frank to take up the carpet?" 

Maybe here is the best place to mention Frank Whitehead, for surely he 
has his place in any record of the Carrollton Methodist Church. He was our 
sexton, "section" he called it, for forty years, and no church ever had a more 
faithful caretaker. His love for the church extended to take in all the members. 
One time when he was doing some housecleaning for Mrs. Cox, and wanted 
to thank her for some kindness to him, he said, "Your skin may be white, Mrs. 
Cox, but your heart is as black as mine." When Frank's wife, Millie, died, he 
remarried within the year and waited anxiously to see what his church friends 
would give for a wedding present. I was on the committee that purchased the 

gift, an elaborate silver basket. We took it to his house, but Frank would have 
none of it. He wanted it presented in church with appropriate remarks. So I 
carried the gift to church the next Sunday morning, made a presentation 
speech, and Frank came up the aisle to accept it and to thank his white friends. 
The old "darkies" like Frank are all gone now, but the present day young 
people are the poorer for not having known them as we did. 

Lucy Winslow (Mrs. George B.).and I had worked hard when the new 
carpet was finally laid. It was late Saturday night when the work was finished. 
We were dog tired but the next day was Quarterly Meeting, and both upstairs 
and downstairs carpets had to be in readiness. We told George Winslow and 
Mr. Henry Schuerman that we were not going to be in church for several 
weeks, as it would take us that long to get rested, but we were both there 
earlier than usual. We had to see how the carpet looked. 

It was in 1905 that the Methodist bell was the only sound to usher in the 
New Year. Thea Forbes stopped all the other bells and whistles in deference 
to my father, one of the oldest Methodists of the community, who was buried 
the next day. The bell was always a source of pride to the Methodists because 
of its exceptionally sweet tones. It was bought by popular subscription led by 
Captain John Lewis, whose wife, Mrs. Mary Lewis, had willed their property 
to the church after the death of her sisters. One of the amusing stories told 
about our bell is that when the Baptists bought a new organ, much larger and 
finer than the one we had at the time, some one asked Frank Whitehead what 
he'd do when the Baptists played their organ. He scratched his head, then 
grinned and said, "I'll ring our bell". In the last few years, our bell hasn't been 
rung very often because of damage to the belfry in the storm of 1943. But now 
that the steeple has been repaired, I for one am longing to hear it again as our 
regular call to worship. 

In the flood of 1913, and again in -1937 the auditorium was closed, and 
the lower floor was turned over to families who had been driven out of their 
homes by the rising waters. In 1913, the services were resumed before the 
families moved out, and on that Sunday morning the congregation 
worshipped in the strong, pervading odor of cabbage as some woman 
prepared her Sunday dinner. 

During the fall of 1918, the Methodist church, along with all of the other 
churches, was closed because of the influenza epidemic. It happened that Mr. 
Johnson was the only resident preacher in town, and he went night and day 
visiting the sick and burying the dead of all denominations. On the night of 
November 11, no one said anything to Frank Whitehead; but when the news 
of the Armistice came, he opened the doors of the church and rang and rang 
the bell. People came, sat quietly, and went away. It seemed the right thing to 
do. 



It was in 1926 that the church was done over. We had $30,000 pledged to 
begin with and more if we needed it. Some one suggested that we tear down 
this church and, build a new one. Ruth Howe Schuerman expressed the 
feelings'of most of us. Ruth said, "All my life I have thought these windows 
were very beautiful. They are my earliest memory. This church is filled with 
memories of the people who have worked in it and loved it. You can't put 
memories in a new church, and we would lose all that." She finished by saying, 
"I don't think I could stand it." So no more was said about a new church. 

When we were planning the things to do for the church, George Winslow 
made a list of tentative.subscriptions for the members. Everyone had been 
invited to come to the meeting. Emmett Gullion insisted that the list be read 
aloud. When he heard his suggested gift, he said, "Why George, did you think 
I would give that? I'll double it." Everyone either doubled or substantially 
increased the amount he had been put down for. As the amounts kept rising, 
George Winslow said, "Don't any of you give any more. Everyone is giving 
more than he can afford now." There was a feeling among many of the 
members who were able to do financially that the church should be made 
ready for a long time for those who would follow and might not be able to 
handle the financial work. 

Here are some of the things done in the remodeling: 

First the lights were replaced. We used to have a wonderful chandelier 
with rows and rows of prisms and of course rows of oil lamps. We also had 
wall lamps at each window. I don't remember when we changed to electricity. 
At any rate, the old chandelier and the wall lamps had been replaced by 
electric chandeliers. I don't know what became of the oil chandelier, but if we 
had it today, it would be a museum piece of priceless value. The lights which 
were ordered were to cost sixty dollars each. When they came, a mistake had 
been made, and eighty dollar fixtures had been sent. It was decided to keep the 
more expensive lights, as they would not need to be replaced for a long time. 

At that time we had a Pilcher organ, small but with a beautiful tone. It 
had been lovely in its place to the side front, but it was too small to fill in the 
front of the church. Originally, the organ and the choir loft had been in the 
back of the room, but a few years before they had moved to the left front 
corner, and the two doors at the rear had been arranged as they are now. 
George Winslow and Margaret Barker were in charge of choosing the new 
organ. Margaret Barker had been our organist and choir director for some 
time, and then as now, music was one of the most important parts of our 
church. After the organ was installed, it was too high to be a graceful part of 
the front of the church, and it was lowered several inches to get it just right. 
The beauty of this organ. has since been increased by chimes, the gift of Mr. 
and Mrs. Goldie Martin and Mr. R.M. Barker. To put in the organ we 

wanted, a part of the wall had to be torn down, and an addition built back of 
the original structure. This made the arch over the organ necessary to fill in 
the space, so that it would not present a blank wall. The arch has been one of 
the most decorative things done to the church. 

Mr. Emmett Gullion called the new room the "lean-to", and we all called 
it that. To make the room meant that some of the graves near the church had 
to be moved. There was no one there that any present members remembered 
except Mr. William Abbett and his wife. A tablet was put in the new room, 
now the kitchen, in memory of the people whose graves had to be moved. Mr. 
John Wooley Dunaway was very much opposed to building over a part of the 
church yard and never went in to that part of the church afterwards. George 
Winslow told him that there was no one moved whom anyone remembered or 
knew about except the Abbetts and that Mrs. Abbett was his father's sister, 
and Mr. Abbett was my father's cousin, and as next of kin we approved of the 
move and liked the idea. 

Mr. Abbett and his wife had left a gift of $1,000 to the church. It was left 
in the bank and every year the interest was sent to the Conference Missionry 
Society as the Abbett Bequest. We lost this when the banks closed in 1933. 
There was much discussion as to whether or not the church was responsible 
for replacing the money as it had been in bank stock. To be sure of our 
position, Joe Adkinson took the matter to the bishop for his decision. The 
bishop said no, as the church was not responsible for the loss and had not 
prospered from the money which had always been passed on intact as the 
Abbett Fund. 

As I said, everybody worked hard on the remodeling and everybody 
gave. Of course each part of the work had to have some one at its head. Joe 
Adkinson was in charge of the building; Mr.-Joe- Howe was an expert on 
carpets, so he selected the carpet and saw to it that it was the very best that 
could be gotten. Mr. Henry Schuerman, who knew wood from his association 
with the Furniture Factory, selected the wood work and the altar rail. Mr. 
Prentiss, the pastor, was largely instrumental in getting the furnace installed. 
At that time, the church was heated by two hot air furnaces located in the 
Sunday School rooms on either side of the center hall. Now a basement was 
dug under part of the church and an entrance made from the hall. The entire 
lower floor was remodeled into Sunday School rooms. Again, the upstairs 
carpet was cut and fitted by the women to be used downstairs. During the last 
few years, the Women's Society of Christian Service, as the Missionary Society 
is now called, has recarpeted two of the rooms. The linoleum fund of the 
society was begun by a gift from Mrs. Hopkins. In the years since 1926, the Sun-
day School rooms have been redecorated several times by different classes and 
groups. One of the rooms, named the Lou Howe Room in honor of Mrs. 
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Howe and refurnished in her memory, is used by the Young Adult Fellowship 
group and the Woman's Society of Christian Service for their meetings. 

After the remodeling of the church in 1926, very few major repairs-were 
made until 1939. In that year came a big improvement when the wall board 
was put on the auditorium. There was a crack and a seep on the front wall 
which could never be fixed satisfactorily until finally wall board was put on 
over the plastered walls. This wall board was not painted until the summer of 
1951, when Mr. H.B. Rich paid for the paint and the W.S.C.S. paid for the 
redecorating. Mrs. John Bovard was president of the group when this was 
done. 

In 1939, when the wall board was installed, many other improvements 
were made. Joe Adkinson, who for many years as a trustee watched over the 
church building with loving care, was responsible for putting on the wall 
board. Bert Hill redecorated the ceiling at this time and refinished the 
stairways. When the work was completed, Bishop Darlington was invited for 
a service of rededication. After the service, the membership entertained him 
with a dinner. Mr. Moore was our pastor at this time. 

At the dinner in his honor, Bishop Darlington said that Carrollton had 
once had as its pastor one of the greatest preachers of the South--Dr. Hiner. 
He wanted to know if any of us could tell him anything about this great man. I 
could ... and did. 

I remember Dr. Hiner's saying that when his time for retirement came, he 
had three places in mind, Mount Sterling, Grassy Lick, and Carrollton. But 
when the time came, there was only Carrollton. He spent his last years in the 
home of Mr. & Mrs. Joe Howe and visited from there among his friends. He 
could not have had a better home. 

We had another pastor who spent his last years here—Brother Rowland. 
He lived in the beautiful old Rowland place above town, the girlhood home of 
his wife. Two of his daughters, Grace and Ethalene, who grew up in 
Carrollton, are now doing welfare work in Tennessee. 

Our steeple was blown down in a freak storm in 1943. The church had 
spent $1,600 the year before to repair the steeple and make it safe. The loss of 
the steeple was deeply felt, not only by all the members of the church, but by 
many others who had long looked up to it as a landmark of dignity and 
beauty. Plans were discussed again and again to replace it; estimates of costs 
and specifications were carefully studied; but finally in the summer of 1952, it 
was decided to cap it over and top it with a cross. I am thoroughly convinced 
that this was the right, the only thing to do, but whenever I see our church in 
my mind, I always see the slender, tapering spire reaching to the sky. 

i 

In 1946, the Prestonville Church moved its membership to Carrollton, 
the mother church. The members brought with them funds from the sale of 
their church building. These funds have been used on the latest repairs of the 
church, particularly, the conversion to the gas furnace, and the reworking of 
the stained glass windows; which are still one of the church's greatest sources 
of pleasure. Many of our faithful, enthusiastic workers came into the church 
from the Prestonville membership, and the Carrollton Church was revitalized 
by their coming. 

Carrollton Church has lost many, many of its old familiar names and 
faces in the years that I have known it, but with each passing year it, has gained 
new names, new faces, new faithful workers. It would not be possible to name 
all of them or to tell which year they came; if I did try, I would be naming 
about nine-tenths of the present membership. 

Many of our present day workers, as I said, have grown up in other 
churches, but I can't help thinking now of two little boys who, back in the 
twenties, piled up Sunday School attendance records for themselves, and sat 
Sunday after Sunday solemnly on the front benches. George Winslow called 
them the "little bishop" and the "little presiding elder". Under slightly 
different titles these same two, Gex..O. Williams and Jack Way, are just as 
faithful today. 

Many of the individual gifts which have been made to the church should 
be mentioned. Here too, I am afraid I may neglect to mention some gift, either 
because I did not know of it or because my, memory served me badly. 

Our altar cushions were a gift to the church by Miss Mildred Mosgrove 
in memory of her father, Mr. W.T. Mosgrove, who for many years had been a 
faithful member of the church and had served on the Official Board, of which 
he was chairman at the time of his death. 

The pulpit Bible used from 1870 at the church dedication until 1949 was 
given by Mrs. Abby Moore. At that time it was put away for safe keeping, and 
the Bible now being used was given by Mrs. Paul Carraco. 

The electric clock, one of the latest gifts to the church, was given by the 
Doyle "Children" in memory of their mother, Mrs. Estelle Doyle, whose 
faithfulness to her church is bearing rewards in her children and grand-
children. 

Mr. Joe Howe gave the Christian Service flag. Mr. Peelman and family 
gave the American Flag in honor of his wife, Laura Peelman, who was a 
faithful member of the church until her death. 

Mr. & Mrs. F.A. Stamper gave the outdoor bulletin board. 



I don't remember when we changed from the goblet to our present 
Communion service. It was through Florence Geier Deatherage that we made 
the change. Mrs. Leah Belle McCracken is our Communion Steward in 
charge of the bread and wine and has been for several years. This is a service 
that was rendered by Mrs. M.J. Winslow during the most of-her life time and 
then taken over by her daughter, Mrs. Howe, who continued with it as long as 
she was able. 

Mrs. Donna Giddens and Mrs. Phene Evans Hughes were the first 
women to serve as Stewards in the church. Donna was also the first woman to 
serve on the Board of Trustees, where she worked very faithfully for years. 

Carrollton Church has always been known for its exceptional music. As 
far back as we remember, (I have consulted several others to be sure no one 
has been omitted) the organists who have worked so faithfully for the church 
are: 

Mrs. Weaver, Mrs. Emily Howe, Mrs. Alice Howe, Mrs. Lou.Howe, 
Miss Lille Howe, Mrs. Henry Winslow, Mrs. Grace Grobmyer, Mrs. 
Margaret Barker, Mr. Gaston Taylor, and our present organist, Mrs. Pearl 
Booth. Miss Pearl Driskell and Eugene Taylor are our organist and pianist 
for night services now. Tom Brown, colored, was the first boy to pump the old 
organ. Roman Browinski was probably the last of the youngsters in the church 
to hold the position of "pump boy". It would be impossible to mention all the 
choir members and soloists during the years, but no mention of Carrollton 
music could ever be made without the name of Mrs. Dollie Williams. The 
Carrollton Methodist choir has always been most generous of its time and 
talents'. No history of our church could be complete without mention--not 
only of their special services, but also of their regular Sunday after Sunday 
beautiful music. And yet just as surely no one who has ever attended our 
services would need such mention, for no one is apt to forget the musical part 
of our worship. 

And in speaking of special services at our church, I do not want to forget 
the loving services of beautifying and decorating our auditorium for special 
seasons of the year. For some years past the women of the Lou Howe Class 
made themselves responsible for the Easter and Christmas decorations, but 
now Miss Juliet Phillips' Young Adult Fellowship has this task. The regular 
Sunday flowers are a part of the work of the Woman's Society of Christian 
Service. 

One of the most impressive services ever held in our church was the 
funeral of Frank Whitehead in 1930. Ike Downton did not want Frank buried 
from the church. I asked him why. He said they had some young "bucks" who 
did not behave very well and if they misbehaved or made any trouble at the 

Methodist Church, he couldn't have stood it. "But," he said, "when I saw that 
church and heard that organ, I knew nobody could misbehave there." 

Nobody, black or white, felt anything but sorrow and reverence during 
the service which was conducted by ministers of both races. Frank had loved 
music, so there was music: "Miss Margaret," "Miss Dollie" and the Choir, 
and also, "Swing Low Sweet Chariot," led by the colored preacher and, joined 
in by all the colored part of the congregation. In its dignity and beauty, I have 
never attended a more reverent and fitting funeral service. 

I am sure I could go on writing indefinitely about the people I remember, 
the services we held, the ministers who came and worked among us and then 
were moved on to other fields, but not forgetting us or being forgotten. I could 
write on indefinitely, but that isn't necessary; what I wanted to do was to start 
a chain of reminiscences in your hearts so that you could go on for yourselves 
reconstructing the many things you remember about OUR CHURCH. For 
"what shall I say more: time will fail me" to tell of all the good people who 
have belonged to OUR CHURCH and loved it even as we do now. 

APPENDIX 

Preachers who have served our church since 1835 are: J.C. Harrison, 
James Beatty, G. Barker, L.D. Parker, Thomas Hall, William Gunn, Fielding 
Bell, George W. Merritt, Isaac Kelly, Morris Levi, Peter Taylor, John B. 
Ewan, James Lawrence, Samuel Adams, Benjamin T. Crouch, Joseph Rand, 
Drummond Welburn, .Daniel . Stevenson, J.W. Cunningham, George 
Crumbaugh, Jebediah Foster, J.J. Johnson, P.E. Cavanaugh, Newton G. 
Berryman, H.A.C. 'W'alker, E.L. Southgate, T.J. Godbey, J.W. Wightman, 
G.C. Overstreet, W.T. Poynter, J.C. Minor, John Reeves, M.J. Hiner, C.J. 
Nugent, Robert Hiner, William Shoesmith, W.T. Rowland, Horace G. 
Turner, J.D. Redd, B.F. Lancaster, M.J. Chandler, M.S. Clark, J.W. Crates, 
F.T. McIntire, James Crutchfield, W.R. Johnson, J.E. Savage, R.W. Watts, 
George Prentiss, Dr. George Banks, Earl Fossett, W.K. Arnold, Madison 
Coombs, H.L. Moore, K.O. Potts, Fred Sanders, A.L. Osborne, and G.H. 
Bierley, our present pastor. 

At present, Mr. T.K. Stone is our Lay Leader and Chairman of our 
Official Board, and Mr. H.B. Rich is Chairman of the Finance Committee, 
which marks these two as very busy men in our Church set-up. 
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Update To OUR CHURCH 

The Carrollton United Methodist Church has had two published 
histories. This is not an attempt to write a third. It is merely intended as an 
update to OUR CHURCH, written by Miss Hallie Masterson in the early . 
1950's. As such, it will touch on the life of the church from the mid 1950's to 
1982. 

UPDATE TO 

OUR CHURCH 

The Carrollton United Methodist Church from the 

mid 1950's to 1982. 

By Ruth Adkinson 

A church is its buildings, its people, and its spirit of love and service. In 
the past 30 years, there have been many changes in the buildings and in the 
people in the pews, but the spirit of the church is the same. It is the spirit of the 
1950's, which goes back and back to the 1790's when the church was first 
established at the mouth of the Kentucky River before Port William 
(Carrollton) was incorporated. I do not need to go back in detail to those early 
days; for as I have said, we have two excellent histories to cover them. 

One of these histories was put together by Mrs. Lou Howe (Mrs. W.F.) 
and was published in September, 1898. Mrs. Howe called her book a 
directory. 

The cover page reads: 
METHODIST -CHURCH DIRECTORY 

CARROLLTON STATION 
COVINGTON DISTRICT 

KENTUCKY CONFERENCE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SOUTH 

The first 4 pages have portraits of Benjamin J. Crouch, presiding elder-
1848; John R. Deering, presiding elder-1898; W.T. Rowland, appointed 
pastor in 1898; and James F. Browinski, delegate to Kentucky Annual 
Conference, 1898. There are other illustrations: the. parsonage in the process 
of erection at a cost of $3,500; the church of 1833-1870; and the present 
church, erected in 1870-value, $12,500. 

Mrs. Howe's history is compressed into 5 pages, titled "A Few Facts 
Worthy to be Recorded in the History of Methodism during the Nineteenth 
Century." The directory is made up of 9 pages of names of members of the 
church and the Sunday School. Ten pages are devoted to a listing of times of 
services, officers and trustees of'the church, officers of the Sunday School, 
officers and members of the Women's Home Missionary Society, the 
Women's Foreign Missionary Society, and the Juvenile Branches (Juvenile 
Auxiliary, Willing Workers, True Hearts, and Baby Roll), and the Epworth 
League. 

.. One page contains an original poem (signed L.W.H.) of tribute to the 
church. There are 22 pages of advertising from local businesses and 
individuals and from concerns in Louisville, Madison and Cincinnati. 
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The advertising must have not only paid for printing costs, but have 
provided a sizeable amount for some church project—possibly the new 
parsonage. 

Mrs. Howe's style is dignified, formal and serious. I am sorry there are so 
few of our members left to remember Mrs. Howe. Her name is remembered 
from the name plate on the Lou Howe Sunday School room door, but the 
name cannot bring back her rich, interesting personality or her rather 
unexpectedly keen wit. 

Miss Hallie Masterson's history-OUR CHURCH-written in the early 
1950's ('53 I think) follows an entirely different format. 

There is no advertising. The.cost of printing was taken care of by Joseph 
E. Adkinson, then living in Chevy Chase, Md.—who was a close friend from 
the time he was old enough to say, "Tell me a story, Miss Hallie." 

The style of writing is informal and personal. The reader feels he is not 
reading, but listening to stories of the church from its beginnings and of the 
men and women who passed through its doors, sat in its pews, and loved it 
devotedly. And that is exactly what he is doing, for Miss Hallie, at the request 
of church leaders, was putting together the "little talks" she had made in the 
Sunday School during the almost 70 (68) years she taught in the Sunday 
School. 

When Miss Hallie put her memories into OUR CHURCH, she was in her 
late 80's. Her eyesight was quite poor and she was crippled with arthritis; but 
her mind and her memory were unimpaired and she looked at life from the 
view point of a young person. She was still working in the Sunday School 
when she approached her 89th birthday. She preached thousands of "little 
sermons" during her working years at the church, but her finest sermon was 
the life she lived in hbr church and town. 

When we celebrated our sesquicentennial in 1960, I was asked to talk 
about our history. Since my time was brief, and I did not want to spend it all in 
dates and bare facts, I prepared a summary for all those attending the 
afternoon service. I feel that at least half the membership has not read OUR 
CHURCH; and as I imagine I'm almost the only person who has read Mrs. 
Howe's Directory, I am including my 1960 Summary as background material. 
Sources of information are Bishop Asbury's Journal, Redford's History of 
Methodism in Kentucky, Mrs. Howe's Directory, Miss Masterson's OUR 
CHURCH, newspaper clippings, old records, and research done by Mrs. 
William Gentry and Mary Masterson. 

1790--Richard and Sarah Masterson organized the first society of 
Methodists among settlers near the mouth of the Kentucky River. 

~Services were held in their home, the Masterson. House. Here was the 
very earliest beginning of Methodism in this part of Kentucky. 

1795--Henry' Ogburn of Mecklenburg, Virginia, located across the road 
a little east of the Masterson: He was the first minister of any denomination 
to settle here. He lived near Port.Williarri until his death in 1831: The block 
house he built is in what is, now known as Quinn ,Acres. Services were 
alternated between his home and the Mastersons', and other members also 
opened their home.for services. 

1800-1803--Port William was the center of a united revival effort of 
Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians. These services had widespread 
results throughout the surrounding country-side. 

1808--On September 8, Bishop Francis Asbury stayed overnight in Port 
William or Williamsport as he called it in his Journal. He was entertained 
during his stay in the home of "the widow Masterson" (Sarah). Richard had 
died in 1806. Asbury preached that night in the big room of the Masterson 
House. This was Bishop Asbury's only visit to this part of Kentucky. 

1810--FIRST CHURCH WAS BUILT IN PORT WILLIAM. The 
Methodists, by that time too numerous to worship in the homes of the 
members, erected a log church on a lot on the farm of. Henry Ogburn. (It was 
the building of that church which was observed in the sesquicentennial). 
Nothing is known of this church except its location on Mr. Ogburn's land, but 
it served the congregation for 8 years. 

1818--The first brick church was built'on Sixth street on lot number 266, 
where the Christian parsonage (remade from the original building) stood. It is 
no longer the parsonage but is still in use as a dwelling. The land was 
purchased from George & Nancy Shields for the sum of $75.00. The trustees 
of the church, who negotiated the business, were Garland Bullock, John 
Goddard, James McClane, Henry Brenton and Joseph Hardy. The building 
was sold in 1830 and converted into a dwelling. 

1824—A copy of the church roll, or perhaps one class roll, is still in 
existence. None of the names on this roll appear on our church roll today, but 
a few (very few) of our members are descended from those early Methodists. 
It is particularly interesting to note that four.Negro slaves were members of 
the congregation. 

1830-1833--A larger brick church was built on Highland Avenue, where 
our present church now stands. Land for the building was given by William 
Winslow, who joined the church in 1828. The church was begun in 1830 and 
completed in 1833. It was a one-story structure with pillars in front and a 
steeple. At the south end of the church was a door and a stairway leading to a 



gallery where the black members were seated. The church yard, back .of the 
building, was put into use as a burying ground at that time. 

1839—The "great revival" took place in the Methodist Church in this 
year. Services were.begun by the Rev. William Anderson and continued by 
the Rev. John Moffatt. The meeting finally closed after several months 
because "there were no persons left to be saved". 

1843—The Sunday School, which had been organized in the late'30's had 
a membership of 8 teachers and 46 pupils. Joseph Myrick was appointed to 
build up a church library, which was added to until church periodicals and 
quarterlies came into use in the 1870's. 

1850—The first Methodist parsonage was built on Seventh street (the 
second house north of Seminary streei). The Rev. John B. Ewan was the first 
minister to occupy the parsonage. 

1852—A brick building was erected on Sycamore street through the 
efforts of the official board—George Bohram, William Harrison, R.W. 
Masterson, Henry Moore, and William Winslow, and was made available for 
the black members for their Sunday services. From 1852-1859, it was used 
during the week for a school for children between the ages of 5 & 15. This 
school was first taught by Miss Lizzie Bowling. The building was used by the 
black Methodists until the 1890's when the Second Methodist Church was 
built on Eighth street. It was owned for many years by the Carrollton 
Woman's Club and was the first home of the Carroll County Public Library. 

1860-1865-The Methodist was the only church holding continuous 
services during the period of the Civil War. 

1866—Young Peoples Prayer Meetings, which had been organized in 
1865, became the Young Peoples' Society for Christian Service (Y.P.S.C.S.), 
later the Epworth League, now the Methodist Youth Fellowship. 

1870—The present church was built. The church of 1833 was torn down in 
July, 1870. Bishop Kavanaugh preached in the church the week before it was 
torn down and baptized Hubbard Kavanaugh Southgate, the infant son of 
the pastor, the Rev. E.L. Southgate. Methodists worshipped at the 
courthouse while the church was being constructed of bricks burned in the 
local kiln of Harrison Brothers. The estimated cost of the building was 
$12,500. Dedication services were held on December 25, 1870. The Rev. T.B. 
Godbey had been sent to Carrollton to replace Mr. Southgate and was the 
minister at the time of dedication. 

1873—The first revival services were held in the new church with the Rev. 
F.W. Noland as evangelist. 

1878—The Kentucky Conference organized the first Woman's Foreign 
Missionary Society. Mrs. Lou Howe, Mrs. William Poynter, and Miss Sue 
Browinski were charter members. Mrs. Poynter, wife of the minister, was 
appointed by the bishop to act as corresponding secretary and write the letters 
which brought the women together. 

1885—A Pilcher organ; the first pipe organ in Carrollton, was purchased 
and installed. 

1892--The stained glass windows were donated by members...and 
installed. The Prestonville church was organized from the membership living 
west of the Kentucky River. The Rev, C.J. Nugent was the pastor at that time. 

1900's (early)—The Sunbeams, a missionary society for younger children 
was organized by Miss Lou Sanders. 

1913—The lower floor of the church was used to give shelter to refugees 
from the flood of that year. 

1918--The church was closed during the influenza epidemic of that year. 
The Rev. W.R. Johnson was the only resident Protestant minister in town 
throughout the time and he visited- all the sick of the community and buried 
the dead. 

1920's--The Jubilee Guild was organized by Miss Ethalene Rowland. 

1926--The church was remodeled extensively. Bishop Dickey spoke at 
the dedication. Leaders of the remodeling program were George-Winslow, 
Henry Schuerman, and Joe Howe. The Rev. George Prentiss was the 
minister. 

1930's--The first women were appointed to the-official board. They were 
Mrs. Lawrence Hughes and Mrs. R.E. Giddens. Mrs. Giddens was also the 
first woman to serve as a trustee. 

1939--The sanctuary was remodeled, and the original stairways were 
restored to their former beauty by Bert Hill. Joe Adkinson was Chairman of 
the Committee. Bishop Darlington spoke at the dedication. Dr. Homer 
Moore was pastor. 

1940's (early)--A Service Board. was placed at the rear of the sanctuary. 
By the end of World War II it carried the names of 73 Methodist boys in the 
service and bore 4 Gold Stars. 

1943—The steeple, long a landmark throughout the surrounding 
countryside, was blown down in a freak storm. Some day it MUST BE 
replaced. 



1945—Union D-Day Prayer Services were held in the church on the 
historic night of D-Day. 

1946—The Prestonville Church was torn down, the site sold, and the 
membership returned to the parent church in. Carrollton. Proceeds from the 
sale of church materials and site, made possible the repairs necessary after the 
storm of 1943 and paid for further improvements. 

1940's--The Young Adult Fellowship, now the Juliette Phillips Class was 
organized. 

1957--The Winslow-Howe Educational Building on land deeded to the 
church by Miss Jenn Howe was completed. The building committee was 
made up of -Mrs. Pearl Booth, Fred Oney, Louis Thoma Griffith, Gex O. 
Williams, Jack Way and John H. Meadows. The Rev. I.J. Scudder was pastor 
at the time. 

1960—The one-hundred and fiftieth (150th) anniversary of the first 
Methodist Church building in Carrollton was held on October 23, 1960, with 
Bishop Walter Gum as guest speaker. The Rev. Albert C. Allen was pastor. 

Pastors of our church since 1810 include Henry Ogburn, Joseph Hardy, 
Henry Brenton, J.C. Harrison, James Beattie, G. Barker, L.D. Parker, 
Thomas Hall, William Gunn, Fielding Bell, George W. Merritt, Isaac 
Collard, Gilby Kelly, Morris Levi, Peter Taylor, John B. Ewan, James 
Lawrence, Samuel Adams, Benjamin T. Crouch, Joseph Rand, Drummond 
Welburn, Daniel Stevenson, J.W. Cunningham, George Crumbaugh, 
Jedediah Foster, J.J. Johnson, P.B. Kavanaugh, Newton G. Berryman, 
H.A.C. Walker, E.L. Southgate, T.J. Godbey, J.W. Wightman, G.C. 
Overstreet, W.T. Poynter, J.C. Minor, C.J. Nugent, Robert Hiner, William 
Shoesmith, W.T. Rowland, Horace G. Turner, J.D. Redd, B.F. Lancaster, 
M.J. Chandler, M.S. Clark, J.W. Crates, F.T. McIntyre, James Crutchfield, 
W.R. Johnson, J.E. Savage, R.W. Watts, George Prentiss, Dr. George 
Banks, Earl Fossett, W.K. Arnold, Madison Coombs, Homer L. Moore, 
K.O. Potts, Fred Sanders, A,L, Osborne, G.H. Brierley, I.J. Scudder, Valis 
Hill and Albert C. Allen. 

Sunday School superintendents from 1888 to 1960 include: Dick 
Stanton, John Smith; Will Howe, Rob Howe, Joe Adkinson, George 
Winslow, Perry Griffith, Lawrence Hughes, Ruth Adkinson, Elmer Wallace, 
Tom Doyle, and R.K. Thomas. 

Organists of the church from 1885 include: Mr. Weaver, Mrs. Alice 
Howe, Mrs. Lou Howe, Miss Lillie Howe, Mrs. Henry Winslow, Mrs. Grace 
Grobmyer, Mrs. Margaret Barker, Gaston Taylor, and Mrs. Pearl Booth. 

Ministers who have gone from our church into Christian service include: 
Joseph Hardy, Thomas Cropper, William Abbett, Jeremiah Strother, John 
Francis Van Pelt, Lemuel Cox, Joseph Green, Roscoe Jenkins, Leon Willett, 
and Harold Carter. 

Misses Grace and Ethalene Rowland served for many ,years as Christian 
Social Workers in Nashville, Tennessee. 

THE BUILDING 

Our Church's physical plant has seen many changes in the past 30 years. 
In OUR CHURCH, Miss Masterson says, "The building is fundamentally the 
church of 1870". This is true today, although there have been many changes 
and additions.' 

First of these is the Winslow-Howe Education Building, completed in 
1957. In the mid-50's the Sunday School was definitely too cramped in space 
to be really effective. The members were ready to expand, but there seemed to 
be no place for expansion. Graves in the churchyard were laid out up to the 
rear walls of the church. The space to the west, between the church and the 
alley was far too narrow to hold an addition. There was to the east of the 
church, a charming old house with a-yard. Miss Jenn Howe, grand-daughter 
of William Winslowe, who gave the site for the church, owned the property. 
Miss Jenn did not see the need for expansion and wanted to keep the property 
for rental. 

It was Gex O. Williams, one of "the two small boys" mentioned in OUR 
CHURCH and who grew up to be one of the staunchest members until his 
death, who convinced Miss Jenn of the real need. Once convinced, Miss Jenn 
deeded the property to the church at a ridiculously low sum. 

Members of the building committee were Mrs. Pearl Booth, Fred Oney, 
Louis Thoma Griffith, Jack Way, John H. Meadows, and Gex O. Williams. 
I.J. Scudder was minister at that time. Bob Riley was the contractor. 

Before the newness had worn off the education building, the church was 
faced with another construction problem. Our parsonage, built in 1898, 
needed extensive repairs and renovations to make it a place in which the 
minister could be proud io live. There were.three suggestions - restore the 
parsonage, buy a home, or build a new parsonage. 

The whole church, not just the board of the trustees, took part in the 
decision making. It was finally decided that since we owned the land 
extending to Fourth Street, we should either build there or restore the house 
on the corner. We were renting the house for income. Cost of building from 
scratch or renovating was practically the same. . 



The consensus of the church after thorough discussions was to build a 
completely new parsonage, modern in every respect and not apt to need 
extensive repairs for many years. 

The-parsonage committee was made up of Price Capito, R.K. Thomas, 
Bob Riley, H.B. Rich, Mrs. Bai Carraco, and Ruth Adkinson. A few years 
ago the house was completely air-conditioned. Dr. & Mrs. Paul Gillespie were 
the first to live in the parsonage, moving in during the winter of 1962. 

A third major addition to our church plant was the installation of an 
elevator in the '70's. When the church was built, it was designed with the 
"upper room" sanctuary, so popular in church architecture in the 1860's and 
1870's. While our steps are beautifully designed for easy ascent, the fact that 
"the sanctuary is upstairs kept some of the members from attending and 
worked a hardship on some members who found the steps a distinct hazard. 

For years the elevator was a dream - often an impossible dream - in the 
hearts of those members who never gave up. I would have to mention Mrs. 
Carraco as one of the chief of those who would not give up the dream, 
although the actuality had to be postponed time after time. Finally, the dream 
became a reality, and the final note was burned at a service in the sanctuary in 
the fall of 1981. The elevator committee was made up of Doug Chapman, 
Mrs. Carraco, Jim Shepherd, Malcolm Carraco, Ron Whitmar and Jerry 
Risk. 

Another addition dating back to 1970 is the beautiful memorial Prayer 
Garden, laid out between the main church and the education building. The 
quiet, restful plot was the gift of Mrs. Mary Wade Coy in memory of her 
sister, Mrs. Nelle Wade Fitschen. It was dedicated in May, 1971. Perry 
Harrell was in charge of laying out the garden and seeing that it is cared for 
from perpetual care funds provided by Mrs. Coy. 

One of our most recent undertakings has been the restoration of our 
stained glass windows. These beautiful windows were added to the church in 
1892 and paid for by members of the congregation of that time. I could be 
wrong - figures baffle me - but I have always understood that the windows 
cost $18.00 each when they were installed. The price for restoring and 
reinforcing each window ran to some $1800 per window when the work was 
done. Whatever the cost, it is money well spent, as no other one feature of our 
church is as lovely and meaningful as our windows. 

Names of donors are engraved on eleven of the windows. None of these 
names-Anderson, Howe, Browinski, Mason, Abbett, William H. Harrison, 
and Eleanor M. Harrison, Conn, and Lewis - are found on our church rolls 
today. It is good that the windows help keep alive the memory of some of the 
faithful who worshipped with us in the past. 

There have been many changes in the downstairs of the church since the 
education building was completed in 1957. One improvement was the 
paneling of the class rooms and hallways. The pastor's study and anteroom 
were redone and furnished by Mrs. Duncan Hines, Bowling Green, in 
memory of her cousin, Miss Juliette Phillips. The Lou Howe Class Room, 
honoring Mrs. Lou Howe, has been redone and contains several antique 
pieces from Mrs. Howe's home. The Juliette Phillips Class room has been 
redone to serve as a prayer room as well as a class room. 

The room across the hall serves as the church library and houses the 
books the church has collected or purchased to stock it. The church kitchen 
was moved to the second floor of the education building when it was built. 
The room once the kitchen has been converted into a choir lounge and has 
been tastefully furnished for choir use. 

For many years the state fire marshall "breathed heavily down our 
necks" because we had only one door for exit from our building, and it opened 
inward. To get a door which would satisfy requirements meant giving up our 
double door, match to the one remaining which has been permanently closed. 
The two matching doors came, because our church of 1870 followed the 
custom of two entry ways: one for,men and one for women. A heavy plate-
glass door, swinging both ways, was installed to satisfy fire laws, and an 
additional door was installed in the south wall of the building. 

The two new doors meet fire regulations, and if some of us older 
members miss our dignified double wooden doors, we don't say anything 
because it had to be done. 

Our upstairs carpet was installed around 1970. Mrs. Carraco made the 
new carpet possible to honor her mother, -Mrs. Bessie Hughes. The 
membership was involved in choosing the color. When someone asked Mrs. 
Hughes about her color preference, she gave her infectuous chuckle and said, 
"Any color, as long as it's red." Red it was - a deep, rich shade that 
harmonizes with woodwork and the windows. 

Another improvement in our sanctuary is the amplifying system given by 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Whitmar, while they were in Carrollton and members of the 
church. Routine improvements over the past 30 years have been new roofs, 
furnace replacements, and painting - inside and outside - as needed. As good 
stewards, we have kept our church in repair and worthy of its designation as a 
"House of GOD." 

Our church has a collection of treasures in its possession. Some of them 
have intrinsic value; some have only sentimental worth. One of our treasures, 
which has real value because of its rarity, is a steel engraving of John Wesley-
made by George Romney from a painting. Only six engravings were made 

24 25 



from the painting, and this is the only one in America. It was given to William 
W. Masterson while he was an American Consul in Plymouth, England, by a 
Mr. Hall, a great-great nephew of John Wesley. Mr. Hall thought one of the 
engravings should be in America. Mr. Masterson thought so too, and he 
further thought the place in America should be his home church in 
Carrollton. The engraving hangs in the pastor's study. 

Another of our treasures is the sold silver goblet and pitcher-the 
communion service in use before the present church was built and for some 
time afterwards. It was given to the church by William Winslow. The service is 
in the Lou Howe Sunday School room. It was used in 1981 by Mr. Simpson in 
a special communion service. 

We have carefully put away the .pulpit Bible which was given by Mrs. 
Abby Moore and used for the first time in the church dedication on Christmas 
Day, 1870. Going back a little earlier we have a few (very few) pews from our 
church of 1833-1870. 1 have not seen these lately, but so far as I know, there 
are 2 or 3 benches which date even before the "more elegant" pews were 
installed in the church of 1870. The last I heard of the old benches, they were 
stored in the basement. 

Other antiques, treasures of our past, are 2 marble-top tables in the 
sgictuary, a drop leaf table, a circular table, and several arm chairs from the 
old church. We have a secretary dating from the early or mid-1800's and a 
square grand piano of the mid-1800's. 

We have a little book which is interesting to us and would have a definite 
value to a collector of church books. This is a copy of the Methodist Church 
Discipline of 1828. Unfortunately, it is not in perfect condition. The front 
cover is missing, but the rest of the book is well preserved. 

We have a document which is of no value, except to us, but which classes 
with •us as one of our treasures. This is a church roll, or more probably a class 
roll of 1824. It was given to Mrs. R.W. Masterson by Mrs. George Bohrman. 
Mrs. Bohrman thought Mrs. Masterson would be interested in the roll since it 
contained the name of Sarah Masterson, her husband's grandmother, who 
with Richard Masterson founded the First Methodist Church in Carrollton 
and offered it her home as a meeting place. The church of 1982 went back to 
that home, which has been rehabilitated by the Port William Historical 
Society, to observe Heritage Day, April 25. The observance was an old-time 
Methodist meeting conducted by the minister, Rev. Ronald Young. 

THE PEOPLE 

The women of our church have a long tradition of activity behind them. 
In 1878, three of our women attended the conference which organized the first 

Women's Foreign Missionary Society. Mrs. William Poynter, the wife of our 
minister at that time, was asked by the Bishop to organize the women's work, 
and she took with her to the meeting the presidents of our two local groups -
Mrs. W.F. Howe and Miss Sue Browinski. The women became charter 
members of the Kentucky Conference Women's Foreign Missionary Society. 

Several of our women today proudly boast of three charter memberships 
in the evolution of the United Methodist Women. They prize charter 
membership cards from the Women's Society of Christian Service (formed 
when the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South merged); from the Women's Society of Christian Service (formed after 
the union with the United Brethern) and from the reworking of the group into 
the United Methodist Women. 

From the time of Mrs. Poynter, the Carrollton women have been active 
at the district and conference level as well as in the local church. Today, Mrs. 
Dorothy Lanphierd is the conference treasurer; Mrs. Linda Young is district 
president; and Mrs. Marion Oney is district treasurer. 

Since the early 1970's, the women have sponsored a Tasting Bee each 
November to raise money for local work. Mrs. Kate Chapman has served as 
over-all chairman of the Bee since its beginning. Also since its beginning, Mrs. 
Marion Oney has been in charge of tickets, and Mrs. Bai Carraco of recipes 
which are sold. The women also cater occasional dinners to supplement the 
funds for local work. They are responsible for the Hanging of the Greens 
Service, the first Sunday in Advent. This service was introduced into the 
church by Mrs. Oney, who headed it for 9 years. For the past 2 years, Mrs. 
Barbara Robertson has been in charge. Mrs. Cheryl Bogo and the choir join 
in sponsoring the service. The women are responsible for providing flowers 
for the sanctuary, Upper Rooms, and hostesses for .fellowship dinners. 

The U.M.W, is not depending on its past record. Today, it is a growing 
organization, bringing in more and more younger women to insure its 
continuing service. 

Mrs. Cheryl Bogo has been organist and choir director for the past ten 
(10) years. Mrs. Bogo follows Mrs. Pearl Booth, who had held the 2 positions 
for the past 25 years. The church has behind it a long tradition of good music, 
and Mrs. Bogo has continued that tradition. She and her choir members hold 
weekly rehearsals on Wednesday evening. In addition to their weekly 
anthems at the morning services, they present special programs at Easter and 
Christmas and at the Hanging of the Greens. 

Mrs. Bogo is a product of the Carrollton Church. She grew .up .in the 
Sunday School and began practicing on the church organ as soon as "her feet 
would reach the pedals." 
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Mrs. Bogo is planning to take a rest from her work this summer; and 
Mrs. Lee Gregory, a newcomer to the church family, will take over her duties. 
Mrs. Gregory has a background of church music and served as organist in the 
town where she lived before coming to Carrollton. 

The Sunday School has had its ups and downs since the 1950's. It was in 
an up-period'in the mid-50's and the shortage of space for classrooms led to 
the building of the Winslow-Howe Education Building. Then, with ample 
space at its disposal, the Sunday School perversely went into a down-period, 
and several of the rooms were not needed or used. In fact, it seemed as if 
Methodists had stopped having children. The adult classes remained more or 
less the same in numbers. The ups and downs have continued. At present, we 
are in an up-stage and the Sunday School is definitely growing. Our present 
minister, Mr. Young, is putting special emphasis on the attendance with a 
"Sunday School - Now" campaign. ' 

Two years ago; Mrs. Norma Cardwell gave the Sunday School "a shot in 
the arm" with her puppet family. The puppet family lives in a beautifully 
designed and equipped .stage home, built for them in the fellowship hall by 
R.K. Thomas. Under the direction of Mrs. Cardwell, with help as needed 
from Phillip Cardwell, Big Bird and the other members of the family entertain 
the children during the opening exercises and along with the entertainment, 
give them truths to take home with them each week. 

For the past 2 years a pre-school age nursery school has been held in the 
Sunday School on week days. The school is managed by the Methodist 
Parents, Inc. and is not a part of the church program. 

No record of the Sunday School would be complete without a tribute to 
Miss Pearl Driskell. For many years, Miss Pearl was a teacher at the 
elementary level and until the time of her last illness, she had served as pianist 
for all the children's activities. At present the school has 10 classes: 

The Lou-Howe class - Mrs. Lola B. Courtney, teacher (Mrs. Courtney 
took over the class in 1980 on the death of Mrs. R.C. Harrell, who had taught 
it for some years. Before Mrs. Harrell, Mrs. John Bond had taught the class). 

Juliette Phillips class.- Jim Shepherd and Mrs. Mary Ann Gentry, 
teachers 

The Seekers class - Ron Young, teacher 

Men's Bible class - Jim Robertson, teacher 

Senior High class - Steve Perkinson, teacher 

Middle School class - Mrs. Kathie Perkinson, teacher 

Older Elementary class - Mrs. Sharon Yocum, teacher; Mrs. Mabel 
Ayler, substitute 

Younger Elementary class - Mrs. Barbara Robertson, teacher; Mrs. 
Chris Dorten, substitute 

Pre-School-Kindergarten Mrs. Sandi Lanphierd, and Mrs. Alice 
England, teachers 

Nursery - Mrs. Dorothy Lanphierd and Miss Dolly Gex Riley. 

Other work with the children includes the Church Mice Program and the 
Kids of the Kingdom. Children of nursery age are cared for in our well-
equipped nursery. 

The Church Mice stay in the sanctuary during the early part of the 
morning service. After their special time, they are dismissed to scamper away 
to their own supervised activities in the education building. 

The Kids of the Kingdom for children first through fourth grades, holds 
an activities session Sunday evenings at 6 p.m. In addition to their organized 
program, they participate often in the morning worship and have their choir 
robes for their musical programs in the services. 

The older youth have their own M.Y.F. organization and meet at the 
church on Sunday evenings unless they have plans for a field trip of some sort. 

The Methodist Men's organization has not been active for some years. 
However, plans are now underway to re-activate the program with the newly 
organized Men's Bible class serving as nucleus. 

In early 1982, a Women's Prayer Group "and -Bible Study class was 
organized with nursery facilities for young children of the mothers attending. 
The group has been meeting at the parsonage on Wednesday mornings. 

Vacation Bible School has been scheduled for June this year. 

Our Wednesday night Prayer Service has not been largely attended in the 
years I have known the church (from the early 1900's) except for a brief period 
in 1960, 1961 when it really burgeoned. It outgrew the Lou Howe room, the 
Juliette Phillips room, and finally moved into the Sanctuary. We reached an 
average of 100 and held it for some time. The phenomenon was largely due to 
Mr. Allen's emphasis on prayer meeting attendance. He made us feel he 
expected us to be there - and we were. 

Ministers who have served our church since 1960 include: Dr. Paul 
Gillespie, 61-62; the Rev. James Kirk, 62-63; the Rev. Duncan McKinsey, 63-
65; The Rev. Ralph Leonard, 65-71; the Rev. Walter Applegate, 71-72; the 
Rev. Julian Simpson, 72-81; and the Rev. Ronald Young, 81-83. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Allen Potts have been our church custodians since the very 
early 1960's. The loving care they have given to keeping the church worthy to 
be a place of worship is apparent to all who enter the buildings. 

SPIRIT 

As I said at the start of this Update, the church is the building, the people, 
and the spirit. I have been emphasizing that the spirit of the church is 
unchanged, although the faces and the names,are different. 

People have said to me, "How lucky (or how fortunate) you are that so 
many of the people moving to town are Methodists". I would not use either of 
those two words. The word I would use is "blessed". We have indeed been 
blessed not only in numbers but in caliber. 

The spirit of love - of God, of our church, and of each other - has 
remained the same. It shows itself in many ways - men taking their turn in 
ushering on Sunday morning; women providing flowers for the sanctuary; 
and both men and women serving as greeters at the door. 

It shows itself in choir members, not only sharing their talents but using 
their Wednesday evenings for practice. 

It shows itself in services - Malcolm Carraco and Mrs. Oney handling the 
, church finances year after year after year - Jerry Dunn quietly shouldering 
jobs that need to be done - R.K. Thomas rescuing and carefully preserving the 
old brass lock on the door we had to abandon - Julian Simpson doing, and 
doing beautifully, the interior painting for the bishop's visit. 

It shows itself in the willing acceptance of positions on the Board and the 
Council on Ministries and in the faithful carrying-out of assumed duties. It 
shows itself in the respect and the regard and the genuine affection members 
have for each other. 

And last of all, it shows itself in quiet commitment to God and to the 
principles on which the Church was established. 

We at Carrollton are not a perfect church - far from it, but God helping 
us, we will endeavor to be a better church as we approach our 200th year of 
service in our community. 

Ruth Adkinson 

30 

Footnote-1984 

Since this Update was completed in the spring of 1982, there have been 
four changes that should be noted: 

The parking lot has been blacktopped. 

The choir room has been redone and refurnished. Money for this 
project came from a bequest to the church from Miss Pearl Driskell, 
and the room has been named in her honor. 

As of January of 1984, the church has a new minister, the Reverend 
Wayne Garvey, who was sent to us from Frankfort when Mr. Young 
was transferred to the Russell United Methodist Church, Russell, KY. 

The church was recognized as one of the six oldest congregations in the 
state at the Kentucky Conference Bicentennial Observance. 
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Cover Painting by Mary Ann Gentry was donated by 
her and her husband and is on permanent display at 

the church. 
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MARV IN CHAPEL METHODIST CHURCH 

QG r 

(Submitted by Mrs. Robert Gardner.) 

'The first Methodist church built in the southern part of Carroll 
County was called Gilead, located about a mile south of the present 
Marvin Chapel edifice, and was erected about 100 years ago on the farm 
now owned by A.D. Jones, better known as the Bond tract of land. 

Descendants of the families of theGilead congregation who are now 
members of Marvin Chapel are the Bairds, McCreerys, Haineses and McBurneys. 

It was during this time that great camp meetings were held in 
Kentucky and John Newbund Moffett and Wm. Gunn occasioned a wonderful 
religious awakening in Carroll county. 

But the disturbance of the War Between the States caused the 
abandonment of servides at Gilead during those days of conflict, and it 
was not until the war was over that Rev. E.L. Southgate organized at-
Green Hill school house a Southern Methodist church and organized for 
building Dean's Chapel, now known as Dean's Memorial church. 

In the beginning there were but 12 members. For of these--
Barzilla Baird, Wm. McCreery, Wesley Haines and Wm. *Burney--were 
from Gilead, and with their families retained their membership at 
Dean's Chapel until Marvin was built -in 1881. 

--George M. Dean and his wife (Lucy Driskell), Taylor Fothergill 
and wife (Nannie Easterday) and Mrs. Mary Eliza Smith came to Marvin 
at this time. 

Two of the daughters of Wm. McCreary married Methodist ministers---
Mrs. Belle Savage (mother of Ret.. J.E. Savage) and Mrs. Margaret Boswell. 

Rev. 0. C. Baird, a Methodist minister, is a descendant of the 
,Baird family, while other members of the family were active, consecrated 
workers in the church. 

The McBurney and Haines families were noted for their loyalty and 
faithfulness. The Haines home was for over one hundred years known 
as the preachers' home. 

Among the pastors who have served Marvin Chapel are Revs. T.F. Taliaferro, 
W. T. Rowland, g.W. Barker, C.H. Greer, Josiah Godbey, EX. Hardin, 
C.F. Pilow, Foster Johnson, D.L. Rothweiler, Marvin Richardson, 
Eugene Armitage, with -Rev. Eugene Meyers present pastor. 

The presiding elder at this time is Rev. G.D. Prentiss. 
This year the church was painted through the generosity.-of R.M. 

Barker, of Carrollton. 
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PHOTO COPY OF DEED - PROPERTY OF' NARY AI= CENTRY. 

PHOTO COPY OF DEED OF METBODIST CHURCH IN PORT WILLIAM, now 

Carrollton. 

Dated September 29th, 1818 - lot number 266 on the established 

plan of Port William, bought`by the trustees of the church -

Garland Bullock, John Goddard, James McLane, Henry Brenton, and 

Joseph Hardy - for the sum of $75.00. Bought from George 

and.Nancy Shields. 

This lot is located on Sixth Street, the site now occupied by the 

Christian church parsonage. It appears evident that the brick 

building now used as the parsonage is the old brick building 

'erected thereon as a place of worship for the use of the members 

of the Methodist Church.' 

Inscription on the tombstone of Thomas Ogburn, the first resident 
minister of the Methodist Church of Carrollton, Ky. then known as 
Port William. - 

c 
`Soldier of Christ, Thy Conflict. is over, 
Thou are gone to reap Thv Reward 
Well done thou faithful 
No more shall Thou go from the Presence of God.. 
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182+ CHURCH ROLL of PORT WILLIAM METHODIST CHURCH 
(now Carrollton M.E. Church) 
(Names copied from the church 
history by Mrs. Howe) 
( Expla gory notes by A(LE: * &nrr 

HENRY OGBURN - First resident minister, came.to Port Wm. in 1?94 

CHARLOTTE OGBURN - Mrs. Henry Ogburn - born Charlotte Hailey.,in Maryland. 

JOSEPH HARDY - Associate Minister - born Somerset County, Maryland. 

#MARY ANN HARDY,- Mrs. Joseph Hardy - Dau. Ebenezer & M-.ry Goddard Waller, 
born Somerset County, Maryland.. 

* MARGARET HARDY - Dau. of Joseph and Mary Ann Hardy 

* REBECCA Hardy - Dau. of Joseph and Mary Ann Hardy 

* NANCY (HARDY) PORTER- Mrs. Jeremiah Porter, dau of Jos.& Mary Ann Hardy. 

NATHANIEL PORTER - bDo. of Jeremiah Porter & son of Wm.Porter, for whom 
Pbrt Wm. was named. 

PATSEY PORTER - Mrs. Nathaniel Porter 

* GEORGE GODDARD. Nephew of Mary Goddard Waller 

* NANCY GODDARD - Dau. of John Goddard (he bro. to Geo. Goddard) 

* ELIZA GODDARD - Dau. of George Goddard 

* ELEANOR COTTMAN GODDARD - Daughter of John Goddard 

* THERESA GODDARD - Dau. of George Goddard 

* SARAH (GODDARD) BAILEY - Mrs. John Bailey, dau. of John Godda.ard. 

y-

* ANGhLETTA (GODDARD) VANPELT - Mrs. Samtl VanPelt, dau. of John Goddard. 

* MARY (VANPELT)BLAIR - Mrs. James Blair, dau. of Sam°1 & Angeletta VanPelt. 

HANNAH VANPE'LT hirs. John VanP_elt I• mother of Samll VanPelt. 

* ESME M(arshall)' LOWE - son of Ralph & Mea.nor Waller Lowe 

* SALLY LOWE - Dau, of Ralph and Eleanor Waller Lowe 

* RACHEL LONE - Dau. of Ralph and Eleanor Waller Lowe. 

* MARY (LOWE)OGBURN - Mrs. Thomas Ogburn, Lister of Ralph Lowe 
(he the son of Rev. Henry Ogburn-Ih6me:ilater known 
as Quinn Acres), 

.e.*. NANCY (LOWEY GAUNT - Mrs. John Gaunt, Dau. of Ralph &Eleanor Waller Lowe. 

NANCY (COGHILL) SHIELDS - Mrs. George Shields, 

,Of the early family of Mary Aileen Gentry 
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GEORGE W. BOHRUM 

LUCY .W.. BOHRUM 

GARLAND BULLOCK 

MARY BULLOCK 

SARAH MASTER SON 

ELIZABETH GUINEA 

SARAH P EN I ST ON 

ANN GAUNT 

DENNIS ABBETT 

MARIA ABBETT 

SALLY N ETH ERLAND 

LOUI SANA WIN SLOW ,F 

MARGARET S. WINSLOW 

MARY MCCLELLAND 

.SARAH PIER SON 

RACHEL PARKS 

JANE METCALF 

NANCY Hd4'KINS 

LYDIA CLARK 

CATHERINE CRO-SBY 

ELIZA LINGENFELTER 

NATHAN LEE 

JAMES HUTCHIN SON 



H ENTRY , OGBURN 

First resident Methodist Minister in Pbrt William 
('now Carrollton, Kentucky) 

The first resident minister serving the Methodist Episcopal 

Church in the vicinity of Pbrt William, Kentucky,was Henry Ogburn. 

Henry Ogburn was born in Mecklenburg, Virginia, on November 26, 

1754, and in the twenty-first year of his age joined the Methodist 

Episcopal Church. In 1799 he entered itinerant work and until 

the Gonference of 1790, when he located, he labored usefully in 

Virginia, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania 

Iiz the spring of 1794, with his wife, Charlotte Hailey, of 

Maryland, and traveling on horseback, he came to Kentucky to make 

his future home. For a short time he located in Lexington but in 

1795, he removed to the mouth of the Kentucky river jPbrt William) 

now Carrollton, and a year or two subsequently, purchased i tract of 

land two miles above, on the banks of the Ohio river, where he'spent 

the remainder- of his days. The first building used by the 'Sbciety 

of .Methodists-in this vicinity, was a log church built on land owned 

by Henry Ggburn.l (P-sior to 1810)` 

Henry ftburn was a friend and follower .of Francis. Asbury. The 

journal of Francis Asbury recites; - 'June 13,, 1788 - I preached a 

pastoral sermon under an arbor near the borders of the town, on 

T-J_ Timothy-1 w13-16-1,  with consolation. Ordained Henry Ogburn and 

John.Ba.ldwin, deacons, and Edward Morris and Ira Ellis, elders. ,. 2 

The History of Methodism in Kentucky, by Redford, states;:- 

tAs a preacher he was above mediocrity. While a member-of the 

j'- N6tes kept by the late Jenn Howe, also clipping re: Bishop Dickey. 

2. Tburnal of Francis Asbury. 

0 



Conference, he was remarkable for his zeal, and in local.sphere, he 

was distinquished for the energy and°fidility with which he prosecuted 

his high and holy calling. During the period of his-connection 

with the church in Kentucky, he was the honored instrument of turning 

`hnany to rightiousness" and in his death left behind him the frangrance 

of a- good name.' 

His will, dated April 18, 1824, names two children, a son Thomas 

Ggburn and a daughter, XLizabeth Ogburn. His home, built before 

1800-, is the handsome stone house, now known as Quinn'Acres, -the 

residence of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Gibson, and is Ideated two miles east 

of Carrollton,-on the original farm tract. 

The will devises the residence and farm to the -son, Thomas. 

Thomas Ogburn, was twice married - First wife was Mary Lowe, daughter 

of Ralph and Eleanor Waller Uowe (" of the family of Mary Aileen Gentry' 

Their children were:;- Henry 6gburn II, born April 8, 1824;' James 

Ralph luowe Ogburn, born March 1, 1826; Eleanor  Ann Ggburn, born 

March 16, 1829; and Esme Bowe Ogburn, born March 30, 1830. Mary-

Lowe Ogburn, the first wife, died May 6, 1830, following the birth of 

the fourth child*1 

In June of 1831, Thomas Ogburn, married, as his seconuwife, 
Susan Peniston, daughter of Thomas and Sarah Masterson.Peniston (this 

Sarah Masterson was a daughter of Richard MastersonY. Their children 

were: --- Thomas Peniston Ogburn, born Sept. 191832; John -Wesley Ogburn, 

born, November 20, 1834; Sarah Co' Ogburn, born October 13, 1836; 

Richard-Masterson Ogburn, born, Feb. 27t 1839; Eliza Ann Ogburn, born 

October 20, 1841.1 . 

Records indicate that the Ogburn families presently residing .in 

s 

r. 

Carroll County are descendants of the children of the second marriage* 
F 

3. Ogburn family Bible, in possession of Mrs. Bertha Gull.. 
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OUR CHURCH by .;uth Adkinson 

(Sources of Information ... Bishop Asbury's Journal, z 
Redford's "History of Methodism in Kentucky", Arnold's 
"Hi story of Methodism in ICentacky", lira. w; P. Howe ' a 
"Bulletin of the Carroll fan Methodiot Chu ch",Miss: Bailie 
Masterson's "Our church", Newspaper ,O1ipp1ngss, O1d:'Recoida-.:Y . 1t -... 
sand Reae&rch done" by Mrs ., Gilliam Genfisiy .-and Mary:'p r • 

L 

1790. •• . (or before ' 1793) Rie'h$rd _au_ d ;Sarah Xasterson organized _ the =.  
first society of Methodistm*.'_"s n9 {se'ttlerss near the. mouth of the •_•:;•.;•s 
Kentucky -River. Services were held in'their.home_ two miles east , x..:-=• 
Port William. This house 3s still st nding on the north ,Sid> ltb 
Highway 42 on the :faun belonging. to F.P.and Mrs- -Russsel-L -Xitehel 
Here was the very earlitat' beginniAg'af ietbod is 3>t th y_ dart of 
nentuclty- ;;, .„,7 ;t. 
1795. Henry Ogburn of MSecklenburg, Virg nia -located across the;iq ' 
road a li tt•le east of tic Kassterzons He was the first ministet a 
of `any denoirination to settle be:re`V He lived near Port Willian 
until his death in 1831. His h he.: z.s now 'Quinn ̂M,cress' on the 
fain owned y 241. and Yrs. Sttinl y .Grobmyen, Ser'v'ices were held in 
-bit horse 4s"'Velt as t+ a mastek"t"b n's P-nd other hoes in the cos•=- Aty 
were +also)opened to the taemb&iij fbi services.' 

1800-1803, Port 
Williams •s ti». c``" er -of' a,united. revival effort ofd -.ethOdj tQ r• . ,» t,l •' • ,'6 These', .OrVices had wide- . 

.6preac recuzL tbrouguout the o rou dartg,countr,4•,t o... 

1808 Will stir bit •  •ci •' As ti $hon s sbwtxp sfi !Uj bvc! rn ght in 
Port L• 11 irr OZ., 14illttfiOpo t :N..» csslled it- in h.- "Journal''." He 
was enter hiss' to h h M home of "the 'ri :,dsClr„ masster,on' 
(Sarah) x ,ss•zs• • As Bury! i# r` visit 4 to this Ta rt of i:entucr.y'., 

4 

1ak10, Plit' Cf WUi:i.' lid VOR ITUTAM. The ,l etho6ist6' •at this 
tirse tots nurs sous to wz ship, 3v a '"'boines• cif the . rser•b r , "erected a 
log church on a lot belonging s"kienry 4g•urn, It is the building 
of thi a church ere' sere obsery 3 t6day„ Nothing is ?,:nowti`', of . the- 

th.. congrcget3on1forl'cYght©years•.r:• ,L7 t'urn's lot, „V it served bur lding ex'" p g but 

1818. The , first brick church was i 
number 266 ' wheie.the Christfan aarsonageonow7standseet, on :lo't 
purchased , •ro' •  • '  pa 

rsonage -• •• The 1 and Z••s• s 
n George,••n•3 Nancy Shields lor.,the sum :of $75.00. ; The 

trustees of the ,•churcb_- ho' negotiated,:the' buslnt•s were .Garland 
Bullock, John Goddard,+-James LcClane,"' Henry,•8renfo'n and Joseph 1jardy. 
This building was sold in 1330 and converted into. a dwelling, 

•Y .,- •• Zc•ne•. of t3•ie nas•ts "'o• •hise "class" rol 1824. A co of the church roll or er?a>a*•s ot► 
till , in exiaetance, •# s Mary appear ox► Qus 

present "church rolls ̀ dicep`'K'aste•r:on. _' ._ - ary 1,.asterson ,.igl:Ko, 
at a nursing home -,'.in Q We' Val.+ey, but 'he, •e bcr>Phip Tema n•J -n 
the local church. ." 34rz qtr •risrexated to sixteen 
ypeopie'on the 1824 r©.•1 - the fdMilies or7jE 3y, rddard;" Vi - 

owe.  Sevela-l—ot rs of our steaibers—  ard_tlescendantso of 
Y particularly B earl •ieehodiats. I't xs s•rticuisri interesting to sots th 

four . negro slaves -were members of the groaner 
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1830 . A larger brick church was €3uilt on Highland Avenue, where 
• ° the present cburcb now stands, t abd for this building was given 

by William Winslow, Vho ,joined tht church in 1828 . This church was 
begun in. 1830 and colspleted in 1833 . It way hone story ,structure 

.• with pillars in Et6At and a steeple. At the south end of the 
church vtx a door and a stairway leading to-a gallery where the = 
negro members were seated . The church yard back of the building 
was put into use as a burying ground at this :t m, 

1839 . The "great revival" took V ace is the Re- t'hodiit Church on 'this date . Services were begin  the Rev. William Anderson and 

continued by the Rev. John Moffatt . The meeting finally closed. r 
after' several months because ",there were no persons left ,to be saved, -

1842. The Sunday School, which had been organised ,in the late •; ••,• 
thirties, had a membership of eight teachers and fottllsix'pupil•s+. 
Joseph Myrick was appointed to .build up a church library, wbicli' •-.i _. 
was added to. until the church periodicals and quarterlies came "•;;,'''• 
into general use. 

1050. . The first church parsonage was built on Seventh Street;• ;.•. .6;:.>•='•:• ' 
The house is now owned by hiss Sallie Kirby ., Rev, John 13. BKsfi ••' • ''•' 
was the first minister to occupy this parsonage', 

1352. building t,;as erected on Sy Street throe the -"A brick burl c•nore 
efforts of the off c?.r. -= g r• , 1a 1.liam Harrison, 1 board George Bot•r•a:• •. 
R.t+. ►•.asterson, Henry tloore ,,and Wiliirn 1•sinslo*v#,8, and was made avail-
able to the ne8,ro' Lbcrs foar,,,thei.r. Su'nday• t*14 or, From 1852 to 
1659 It was used 4mrid,,- the week For a school W;:C- ̀ :children between 
the es of five .old; C. -t6nt. this scho y 4 •"~ fizct taught by 
MissaLiz`ie BoE•lifi•6 •, ."Awe buildinv, was uced b1-1 _ 11opro Methodists 
for their servicen .until the 1890 12 when Church"., 
was built on Elgl•th• S.treet.:, . It i• now o•:tte•it ••..thc,. Carroll₹an - 
Woman t s, C1u' b and i ~ ocCr • cd. b the Cttrroll Ce t Library. •" Y. 5` 

i t trss ' the, only •churth in CWrrol.ltofi holdi•lg 
38b 65. 1'rie a•cec nc; the period of ;'the CiylI Yar;'. 

eta►od 
cost nuou... 's•ery c1ur•. 

rr 
ir 

1666. Your Peo 1es r a., 
1865 became :the Youn g=PepAez - Society for Christeen Servsized i:i • g ,` • .. _ Y ion Service 
(Y. P. S. C. V-?.) later :the 13pworth .League, and now the 1;.Y. P. 

1870. The present church'was'l built, The church of 1.830 was -torn 
do-vin in July, 1.8701. Bishop Kavanaugh preached in the church the_ 
v:ecl, before it was torn down and "baptised Hubbard Kavanauuh Southgate; 
trt! inf=t son of ;the pastor :tev. 'E.. L. Southgate, KethOdists 
v-r • ghipped in the Court House't:hil.e the church was being constructed 
o- cricks burned ,in the' localFks.1n of Harrison Brothers. The es# • 

cost of the buildin wal-1 . $12,500.., Dedication service: were 
hc:• on December 25, 1870 Rev. -T. .J . Godbey was the pastor. F - 4 

First revival services tm a-held in the new church with - 
tie.: •v. F. W. Roland as evan el-._vt. 

The Kentucky Conference or e.ni;ed the first Vloman'a. 
A:'s.::sionary -Society. Mrs. Lou Kq,•, M, •'lil;i,as_.P•ya.ier}' and 
Y-= sue BroM_inski were charter ? ••berp. Mrs. Poynter, wife v 
our Lain ster, reds appointed by ii.. bishop to act as corresnoadirg 
sveretary and write the letters S.hi ch brought the women together: 
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1885. A Piicher organ , the first pipe organ in Carrollton, was 
purchsed and installed. 

1892 . The stained glass windows were donated by members of the 
congregation !rod installed. The Prestonville Church was organized 
from the membership living west of the Kentucky Alver. Rev. C. J. 
Nugent was the minister at this time. _ 

1898,-9. _ The present parsonage was completed. - Mrs-. Nar; Conn . 
gave the first gift of $1.000 towards it. The Rev. Mr.. - Zedd was 
the first preather to occupy this parsonage. 

9•00`'s (early) _ The Sunbeams, a sissionary societq' for y•tisiger ' • 'Y, w 
children was organized by MAss Lou  

1913 . The lower f Ivor of the • church was used • t , giVe shelter ,` , r I . •t -• 

1918. Tte church "Was closed during the -inf tiemza epidemic of 
that year: Rev, 'W. Johitsoa''+ara$ the• oalg A.ovtbe e'— ident .Protestant ;^ ` 
minister In town_ at this time rind , isited a sick' 61 the 

b  town and uried• the ,Mead ...' •f•-' } .! t• - .•• Y•_•r ..., i 

1920•x. ..the 4vbilee Guild •Was otge ized rtiy a A#halene Rowland  

1926. In tbis getir the' cburkh wig xesadel'ed extensively. +bishop s 
•Y1 

Dickeey spate •tstbe Ojrd.itat'i ia•c$d$abd of the _remodeling program, ;_ ... 
were g 0 3 t•we; ,: , . Qe HO•e : " •.ev. George 
Pren#iss tf•e the •i,stistsr ,. •' t, -,: •, • •'•-~.r-F.::• ;• •   x• 

refugees from the flood of • that year.-

 The first' wosien were "app6iated to .tit offici4l, bdsrd; '• ' - •:- o f=, 
They' were Mrs. Lawrence Hughes 8nds • . ';*• •• ,'•A, 
was also the first roman to serve'•sb,a •rtssta•` •T••;`••• ,;:{;' _.ns _• ,• .,•;• , • 

1939 .. 'The sanc•kiiary,•ias" •ra•►l•e•edt'"stsdy;# j•or•g „stQ•i•a• s •weic• '` '" -
returned to their .f•or•des;'•beabt••b•• "=J•'•A.dktnBon •s 
chairman of the Co•im3.ttc•e.• ,U3a•io0 ,3i1s•3.iragto'•a' •hpcikie' at,the services• -

of_ dedication. fir. No#aeir ••;oOre••nis•' paato•r 'sat• this timer 

1930's 

„ 
Z940's (early) . A ,5erwi•ce ••e ;placed it •S2•Criear of the .  _ •••' _ :r 

church. By the end of 'thi •warV itt•arrieii the oamss of seventy-three 
Methodist bops in service anti bore four pbid stars; ' :--  ;.•' ' . 

1943. The steeple , long a land.maft"thr6ihoi t t'heLsurrounding , 
country, was blown _down in al reW  storm. Susie 4-ay' it rMUST be replaced. 

, - . '1 '• ' • ̀.' ' 1. M1 ••.4•-r• " r 

1945. Union D-flay Prayer Services -were, held' 3s•;-tire ehurth on the-
historic night of -Day.   

• 4 

1946. The P .•- a ,. .,•-_;•.vY y.,. • .:- . _.••. - ; . . • 
restonv3lie -.C•iurch was torn dvxst, `•e#ie'iite .sold, -and - . •' ` 

the member ship returned t© the •tnotbjr church 1st Carrollton. , • -proceeds'-
from the sale of ttte •rdureh_ materials 'and site made -possible the 
repairs necessary' after the storm of •943, and paid for further 
improvements. 

1940'x. The Young Adult fellowship , now the Juliette Phillips 
Class, was organized. 
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3957. The Winslow-ire Bducstional Buil4lig an laa d deeded to 
the eburch by Use Jena Howe was conpleted. The building cosaittee 
*as composed of-Mrs. 1. L. Booth , Pred Oney., Louis Thoma Griffith, 
Gex 0. Williams # Jack Way and John H. lieadows, Rzv. 1. J. Scudder 
was the pastor. 

1960. October 23, 1460, the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
observance of the first Eetbodist church building in Carrollton 
was held with 83.shop Walter '-C. ;+Gus as guest speaker . 1:ev. Albert C. 
Allen is the pastor at thit time. 

Pastors of our church from 1810 include Henry Oiburn, Joseph Hardy, 
Henry Brenton, J. C. Harrison , Janes *Beatty , G._ Sacker, L._ D_ - Parker, 
Thomas Mall , 14illian GunA, Fielding Bell, lG,to ge W4 Merritt; Usac 
Collard, •Gilby .Rel1y, Morris .Levi. Peter Tayjar.i -John B. 'EwaQ,- James 
Lawrence , Samuel Adams, 44ijamin C , Cr6Uc_h , _,J*s*pb Rend, Druamind 
Welburn, Daniel Stevenson , J.. W. Cunninghda' 0•-*r a Crumbsugh, 
Jedediah Foster , 44, J. Johnson, P. E. Y.avaniup.t  wton G.Berryman, 
H. A. C. Walker, E. L. Southgate, T. J.- GWb!q . J. W. Wigbtman 
G. C. Overstreet, W. T. Poynter, J. ,C. Reeves, K. •. 
Hiner ; C. J. Ndgent, Robert Hiner, William Shoesmith , W. T. Rowland, 
Horace G. Turner, J D..Red d, B.' F'. Lancstter, 9 J.- Chandler, 
K, S. Clark, J. W. Crates,_ P, T. tcletire ,' James Crutchfield,, 
W. R. Johnson, J. E., -S.avage, R. W. Watts, Q:corge 'Prentiss, Dr.George 
Banks, Zarl Possett, W. K. Arnold, Madison Coomb4 ._ H. L. Moore, 

0. Potts, Fred agndtjrA, A. L. 44'borne,. G. •H. Bhrley, 1. J. 
Scudder, Valis Hsi-3 4nd'.4or ,reheat p"astbr ; ,Albert'C. Allea. 

Sunday School :svi e, rildterndaa"ts from 188A inctUda DicR 
Smith, Will Howe ,', # os,•e . Jot Ekfn A, Ge•irp is 
Griffith,, ̀LawrefaIiL.ce_ HugWi.' :RuTh Ad•cidion; Elv, - l; , 
and RCS 1\. T•/maa y ... _ r 

Organists of the ̀  church ̀;from 3dc hide 
Howe, Ers.-•Lou_ Howe-, :•;i.a•a: alle-Howe; 3•,rs. 
Mrs. Grace Grobmpea•',- I:ir4. ••r•sr,c•'Bar•cer, •. 
rs. Pearl Booth... 

Stanton, John 
ow ., Perry . '• 

Tom Dogle, - 
-I j 

A hica 

Taylor -and _. 

Ministers who have gone from -oui- church into .ChrAstian service 
include Joseph Hardy. Thomas Crp-- ' - -William Abbett, Jeremiah 
Strother , John Prances Van Telt, ' esi el Cox, Joseph Green and 'at 
the present time Roscoe JenVdlni, T ebn -.Willett, and Harold Carter= 

Christian Social workers are lasses Grace -ind Etbalese TWwland, 
who serve in T!nnessee. 

r 

i 



,; pastorate or tine 
new education 

w, r was erected in 1957. 
of its age many legends and, 

°many "firsts" are associatr.7 
he Methodist Church of Carro". • '' 
wuring the Civil War, it was tbi 
church in town to hold senllc"_ 
Sunday, in 1878, the Genet:."' " 
nce authorized the wome'i .c` 

+ am to organize a Foreign f:: 
Society and three Carrollt' , 

n were charter members T  
Y was the forerunner of tl?a 
en's Society of Christian Services. 

RING floods In 1913 and ;1937 
uditoriurn was closed "and the 
floor used to house famili.c3 

n from their homes by; rlsi94 
In 1913, services were resume1 
all the families _ had moved 
t service was one long re-

4.red by the congregation,- no't. 
i eb for the sermon, but for a , 
cabbage odor driftin 
oor below where (., 

women was prci 
dinner.' 
the present church 

1.870, the plans ca. 
Mar pulpit, the pride t 
tion. In those days when pq 
eeded a great deal of 
around, it was describ 
+me, but confining. S© co 
n fact, that a preacher ae 
llton a few years later d 
something about .fit. °° 
er requesting that it be repla 
axing his requests rejected,' 
took a carpenter to the chu 

aturday night and together 
ay both sides of the pulpit 
them in the basement. 
• gation reacted rapidly and 

ase both to the courts and to. 

I 

i is lzer,i 

eat--great 

amney 
made 

on o 
e understanding 
to a church in 

'tsley had so ria 

am Masterson was "' 
Car.. 11ton church " 
he picture of John 
A to the church by 
hats° tm to the s 

tor, the. Rev. Albert tw 

xe among the far 
tight out when the 
.-olitoh church I$ t 
Ruth A.dkinson, 
of the 156 - anit 

.there are only two d • , 
th,)se first members still 

the congregation MIjj 
ason is the great-oval ,,, + 
r_. of Richard Masterson aW 
illiam, P. Gentry is related 
the original 48 church m 
©f .` the - many ministers whc 

s e r.v e d the Carrollton Me 
Ch ch during its 150 years, 
are "still living, All have been i 
= The former ministers will 

during ; the - afternoon sessio 
Bishop Walter C. -Gum will pre. 
themorning service. 

`= A;resident of Louisville sin 
=`Mildred ' Pardo (Mrs. John) 
3 has contributed frequently 

Magazine. She becnw steepe# 
historic of the Carrolttta s M 
Church, which sh rise€t, 

,while working for thQ it: 

rolitoA„ •'eu>s •eoz,ocrtrt„;=•'•, ,' 

1 i 



w 

two years after the first 

Front 1790 unUl the fiist,Ctrtoliton church,Ny'as erecte 
181Q,`Ahe-'followers of John V•esleY held their serwi`'y, 
'"their frontier .homes- 11ghted ty. candles! and °heated? , 

burning fiireplaces;, 4k fint; they"' condu'` ,• 
rn,services, but later gat4ered'to 
the rirtul_t riders, those ,3 Dung, Wherant preachers, 

aveled by horseliack,'receiving their f.. and ,'lod? -
;om the settlers.. r n` 

*fir. This pectice continued u*hl 17' 
as"sent 'from the Virrinla Conf 
t -Fethodisi pria•he•'in jhe 6iinmunity•of Point W*• 

Zry (renamed CaI n •a t838) • 
Methodism"in Carrolef n3telyfs .awn impo 
the  1Qistory of 
When the first chu :t v sbruilt atast 
tiob,` now 't, s to 4 L a• r•tatse Public < He 
rvice= Hospital near.. . ngtd, , n 1788, one ,ofAL ^+ 
-n: responsible vnshrrso"a settler fro 
rgrma. Later, rvhen*the ;S•rstehyd,s Conference wes 
the Allegheny Mountains"` ',Z Redd Jn :1790, he open' 
1•ome' to isfl0P l raneis !buM`f rst Met! st bishoi 
`the •1riFted,; States; 'six circuit rider s i 3litistets" 'am 
eral.•*laytiaen(This•wasthfii§t aBishopAsbur3i", 
trips over the•mourltams.t this Re_s,ern"eoiintrp•,ai 

re 

f 0, • 



a 

e - -

•Q-c• ••• (.n •ltlH'1 / e LV 1 

d,,•a r .,t 
74o n . . ate' 

p-i", )ZO" •?-. 4 ( &,ca &44 
as f Q,o -_0 It -44- , _-A • - 

V( 

,mg 
VuhttrINA 

a a _V•w 4 G"Z44,,F em, 

m• vn=n,•nta••i >a°Ar•s,-r.L.aa 
21490 Yiurtr. •O6"-w •"t 

i 

J 



OUR CHURCH by _Wth Adkinson 

(Sources of Information ... Bishop Asbury "s Journal, 
Redford 's "History of D4ethodism in Kentucky", Arnold's 
"History of Methodism inKentucky", Ivirs. F. Howe's 
"Bulletin of the Carrollton Methodist Church",Miss Hallie 
Masterson 's "Our Church", Newspaper Clippings , Old Records 
and Research done by Mrs. William Gentry and Mary C. 
Dviasterson. ); 

1790 . (or before 1793) Richard and Sarah Masterson organized the 
first society of Methodists among settlers near the mouth of the t 
Ientucky River . Services were held in their home two miles east of 
Port William. This house is still standing on the north side of • 
Highway 42 on the farm belonging to Mr. and Mrs. Russell Mitchell. 
Here was the very earliest beginning of Methodism in this part of 
Kentucky. 
1795. Henry Ogburn of Mecklenburg, Virginia, located across the 
road a little east of the Mastersons. He was the first minister 
of any denomination to settle here. He lived near Port William 
until his death in 1831 . His home is now 'Quinn Acres' on the 
farm owned by Mr . and Mrs . Stanley Grobmyer. Seevices were held in 
his home as well as the Masterson's and other homes_ in the •cotpmundty 
were also opened to the members for services. 

1800-1803 . Port 1,tlii,liam was the center of a united revival effort 
of Methodists, Baptists and Presbyterians. These services had wide-
spread results throughout the surrounding country-side. 

1808 . On September . 8th Bishop Francis Asbury stayed overnight in l 
Port William, or Williamsport as he called it in his "Journal". He 
was entertained during his stay in the home of the "Widow Masterson". 
(Sarah) This is Bishop Asbury+s only visit to this part of Kentucky. 

1810 . FIRST CHURCH BUILT IN PORT WILLIAM. The Methodists , at this 
time too numerous to worship in.the homes:of the members ; erected a 
log church on a lot belonging to Henry Ogburn. It is the building 
of this church we are observing today. Nothing is known of the 
building except its location on Mr: Ogburn+s lot , but it served 
the congregation for eight years. 

1818 . The first - church was built on Sixth Street on lot 
number 266, where the Christian parsonage now stands . The land was 
purchased from George and Nancy Shields for the sum of $75.00. The 
trv.stt•es of the church who negotiated the business were Garland 
B*311(.ck, John Goddard, James McClane , Henry Brenton and Joseph Hardy.. 
This building was sold in 1830 and Eonverte•? •x• —a--d• ►p • •tig. 

1824. A copy of the church roll , or perhaps one 1Qclass" roll is 
still in existance . None of the names on this roll appear on our 
present church rolls except Masterson . Bliss Mary Masterson i-s now 
at a ciiirsing home in Pee lie Valley, but her membership remains in 
thr 1sca.l church. 7.'r.s. William Gentry is related to sixteen 
peop le on the 1824 the families of Hardy, Goddard, Van Pelt 
ar.-_l Lcwe. Several o the c s of our members are descendants of the 
early I,iethodists. It is particularly interesting to note that 
four negro slaves were members of the group. 
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1830. A larger brick church was built on highland Avenue, where 
the present church now stands. I.an• for this building was given 
by William INTinslow, who joined the church in 1823 . This church was 
begun in 1830 and completed in 1833 . It was a one story structure 
with pillars in front and a steeple . -At the south end of the 
church was a door and a stairway leading to a gallery where the 
negro members were seated . The church yard back of the building 
was put into use as a burying ground at this time. 

1839: The "great revival" took place..in the Methodist Church on 
this .date . Services were begun by the:Rev. t1'illiam Anderson and 
continued by the Rev. John 11offatt . The meeting finally closed 
after several months because "there were no persons left to be saved." 

1342. The Sunday School, which .had been organized in the late 
thirties , had a membership of eight teachers and forty-six pupils. 
Joseph A,iyrick was appointed to build up a church library, which 
was added to until the church periodicals and quarterlies came 
into general use. 

1850 . The first church parsonage was built on Seventh Street. 
The house is-now owned by Miss Sallie Kirby . Rev. John B. Ewan 
was the first minister to occupy this parsonage. 

1852 . A brick building was erected on.Sycamore Street through the 
efforts of the official board -- George Boorom, William Harrison, 
R.W. Masterson , Henry Moore and William Winslow, and was made avail-
able to the negro members for their Sunday services . From 1852 to 
.1859 it was used during the week for a school for children between 
the ages of five and fifteen.: This school was first taught by 
Miss Lizzie Bowling . The building was used by the Negro Methodists 
for their services until the 1890's when the Second tethodist Church 
wa.s built on Eighth Street. It is now owned by the Carrollton 
Woman's Club and is occupied by the Carroll County Library. 

1860-65. The P-dethodist was the only church in Carrollton holding, 
continuous services during the period of the Civil War. 

1866 . Young Peoples Prayer Meetings i which had been organized in 
1865, became the Young Peo_oles Society for Christian Service 
(Y. P. S. C. E.) later the Epworth League , and now the b14Y. F. 

1870 . The present church was built. The church of 10030 was torn 
down in July, 1870 . Bishop Kavanaugh preached in the church the 
week before it was torn down and baptised Hubbard Kavanaugh Southgatq, 
the infant son of the pastor Rev. E. L. Southgate. I•::ethodists 
worshipped in the Court House while the church was being constructed 
o; bricks burned in the local kiln of Harrison Brothers . The esti-
m:;•d cost of the building was $12 ,500. Dedication services were 
held on December 25, 1870. Rev. T. J. Godbey was the pastor. 

1871. First revival services were held in the new church with 
the Rev. P. W. Noland as evangelist. 

1878. The Kentucky Conference organized the first Woman's 
M.'-:sionary Society. Mrs. Lou Howe, Mrs. William Poynter, and 
k --.2s Sue Browinski were charter members . Mrs. Poynter, wife of 
o"r minister , was appointed by the bishop to act as corresponding 
secretary and write the letters which brought the women together. 
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;885. A Pilcher organ, the first pipe organ in Carrollton, was 
purchsed and installed.. . 

I ! 1892. The stained glass windows were donated by members of the 
congregation rnd installed. The Prestonville Church was organized 
from the membership living west of the Kentucky Raver. Rev. C. J. 
Nugent was the minister at this time. 

1898-9. The present parsonage was completed. Mrs. Mary Conn 
gave the first gift of $1,000 towards it. The Rev. t r. Redd was 
the first preacher to occupy this parsonage. 

1900's (early) The Sunbeams, a missionary society for younger 
children was organized by Miss Lou Sanders. 

1913. The lower floor of the church was used to give shelter to 
refugees from the flood of that year. 

1918. The church was closed during the influenza epidemic of 
that year. Rev. W. NI. Johnson was the only resident Protestant 
minister in town at this time and visited all of the sick of the 
town and buried the dead. 

1920's. The Jubilee Guild was organized by Miss Ethalene Rowland. 

1926. In-this year the church was remodeled ext6hsivel.y. Bishop 
Dickey spoke at the dedication. Leaders of the :.remoideling program 
were George Winslow, Henry Schuerman, and Joe Howe: Rev. George 
Prentiss was the minister. 

1930's The first women were appointed to the official board.-
They .were Mrs. Lawrence Hughes .and Mrs. R. L. Giddens. I-%1rs.Giddens 
was also the first woman to serve as a trustee: 

1939. The sanctuary was remodeled, and the original stairways were 
returned to their former beauty by Bert Hill: .doe Adkinson was 
chairman of the Committee. Bishop Darlington spoke at the services 
of dedication. Dr. Homer Moore was pastor at this timer 

1940's (early)- A'Service Board was placed.at the rear of the 
church. By the end of the war it carried..the names of seventy-three 
Methodist boys in service and bore four gold stars. 

1943. The steeple, long a land mark throughout the surrounding 
country, was blown down in a freak storm: Some day it MUST be replaced. 

1945. Union D-Day Prayer Services were held in the church on the 
historic night of D-Day. 

1946, The Prestonville Church was torn down, the site sold - and 
the membership returned to the mother church in Carrollton. Proceeds 
from the sale of the church materials and site made possible the 
repairs necessary after the storm of 1943, and paid for further 
improvements. 

1940's. The Young Adult Fellowship, now the Juliette Phillips 
Class, was organized. 
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1957. The Winslow-Howe %ducationa.l Building on land deeded to ` 
the church by Miss Jenn Howe was completed. The building committee 
fvas composed of Mrs. R. L. Booth, Fred Oney, Louis Thoma Griffith., 
Gex 0. Williams, Jack vilay and John H. I eadows, --v. I. J. Scudder 
was the pastor. 

1960. October 23, 1960, the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary 
observance of the first b:ethodist church building in Carrollton 
was held with Bishop Walter C. Gum as guest speaker. Rev.-Albert C. 
Ellen is the pastor at this time. 

Pastors of our church from 1810 include Henry Ogburn, Joseph Hardy, 
Henry Brenton, J. C. Harrison, James Beatty, G. Barker, L. D. Parker, 
Thomas Hall, William Gunn, Fielding Bell, George 11. Merritt; Isaac 
Collard, Gilby Kelly, b;orris Levi, Peter Taylor, John B. Ewan, James 
Lawrence, Samuel Adams, Banjamin T. Crouch, Joseph n and,'Drummond 
I-delburn, Daniel Stevenson, J. W. Cunningham, Gorge Crumbaugh, 
Jedediah Foster, J. J. Johnson, P. E. Kavanaugh, newton G:Berryman, 
H. A. C. Walker, E. L. Southgate, T. J. Godbey.; :J. 1,%T. VJightman, 
G. C. Overstreet, W. T. Poynter, J. C. Minor, John Reeves; Iv.'. J. 
Hiner, C. J. Nugent, Robert Hiner, William Shoesmith, W. T. Rowland, 
Horace G. Turner, J. D. Redd, B. F. Lancaster, 1,11 J. Chandler, 
I,%. S. Clark, J. N. Crates, F. T. McIntire, James Crutchfield,' 
W. R. Johnson, J. 2. Savage, R. W. Watts, ,G::orge Prentiss, Dr.George 
Banks, Earl -Possett, W. K. Arnold, Madison Coombs ; H. L. I,<:oore, 
&ti:-O. Potts, Fred Sanders, A. L. Osborne, G.11. Bierley, I. J. 
Scudder, Valis Hill and our present pastor, Albert C: Allen. 

Sunday School superintendants from 10888 include Dick Stanton, John 
Smith, ,•dill Howe; Rob Hoye, Joe Adkinson, George Winslow, :Perry 
Griffith, Lawrence Hughes, Ruth Adhinson: Elmer Wallace, Tom Doyle, 
and K. Thomas. 

Organists of the church from 1855 include' Mr. Weaver ; I-irs: Alice 
Howe, Mrs. Lou Howe, Miss Lillie Howe, Mrs. Henry Winslow, 
Mrs. Grace Grobmyer, Ik-Irs. Iv argsret Barker; Moir: Gaston Taylor and 
Mrs. Peail Booth. 

14inisters who have gone from our church into Christian service 
include Joseph Hardy, Thomas Cropper, William Abbott, Jeremiah 
,Strother, John Francis Van Pelt, Lemuel Cox, Joseph Green and at 
the present time Roscoe Jenkins, Leon Willett, and Harold Carter. 

Christian Social workers are lasses Grace and 'thalene Rowland, 
who serve in T-•nnessee. 
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About the Author 

Beauty and strength and truth take many forms in human 
existence and human endeavor. 

To find the rare combination of these three virtues ex-
emplified in the enduring, sustained life story of one Christian 
woman is to" gaze upon a "Pearl of Great Price" and to marvel at 
the beauty, strength, and truth of a dedicated Methodist. 

Our author, at an advanced age, was requested by Carroll-
ton Methodist Church authorities to set out and compile the mat-
ters contained in the ,pages which follow. 

Without question, without hesitation, she complied and 
forever set the example for those who follow in the service of the 
Lord—namely, to use every talent with which one is endowed to en-
able the Carrollton Methodist Church to better serve mankind. 

Teacher, counsellor, guide, historian, not one among the 
membership can recall when Miss jHallie was not the bulwark in 
the ageless struggle a--ainst the forces of evil in the community. 

Advanced in years and -the knowledge of the ways of life, 
her faith is as new, and fresh, and youthful as Christ would have 
it in his requirement that one "Must be born again." 

To sum it all up in one brief observation, having. known 
Mies Hallie makes it easier to be a Christian. That beautiful, 
strong, truthful grace which has served her and her Church for 
so long cannot fail to suffice for us all, here and now, and for 
unborn generations who will joyfull..y give their full share of time, 
talent, and devotion to the Carrollton Methodist Church. 

/s/ LOUIS T. GRIFFITH 
Louis T. Griffith 
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Foreword ' 

In preparing this little history of the Carrollton Metho-

dist Church, I have relied on my own memory for much of the 

material between 1888 and 1952. For information previous to this 

I am indebted to old traditions, memories of older members who 

have passed on, to a church roll of 1824, and to a church history 

compiled b3: Mrs. Lou Howe in 183.8. I am also indebted to Mrs. 

Sarah Howe Salyers and her phenominal memory for events and 

dates during her residence here, to Mrs. Lida Hopkins who began 

the world of organizing with me and who was forced to stop be-

cause of illness,. and to Ruth Adkinson,. who helped me with the 
arranging! and typewriting—as well as to many other people whose 

loving memories. have helped -to reconstruct the life of our church. 

In mentioning the names of particular people who have been a 

part of the church life, I feel a. great fear that I may have omitted 
many names that should have been mentioned. Far, far from all 
`the faithful' have even been mentioned- by name. The services of 

love and devotion of all of -these unamed ones are not of less val-

ue because they are not mentioned. here. This is not- an attempt 

to call to mind all those who have had a great part in our church 

life. That would' not be possible. This history is at"best intended 

only; to freshen the memory, and "start a 'strain -of reminiscences 

in the hearts of all those vwho, like me love OUR CHURCH. 

-T-



Out of a series of Sunday mornin; talks, at the insistence 
of some of the members of our present Sunday School, who feel 
the church of today should know the church of yesterday and the 
day before, has come this little history of the Carrollton Methodist 
Church. 

The history goes back before the days of Carrollton . 
even before the day's of Port William . . , to the earJest settle-
ments of Kentucky. As early as 1785 a family settled at the, mouth 
of the Kentucky. They were killed by the Indians.' Another fam-
ily came in 1786. They were driven off by the Inr?ian3 but were 
not killd. By 1790 it was reasonably safe to settle hsre, and a 
number of the families who came were Methodists. Our beginnings 
also tie closely with the first Methodist Conference hEld west of 
the Alleghanies 'in 1788, when Richard and Sarah Masterson en-
•tertained Bishop Asbury, ten lay members, and six circuit riders 
to -the Western Wilderness, at Masterson Station, located outside 
Lexington on what is now the site of the Narcotic Parry.. Our his-
tory ties in closely with this Conference, for in 1790 Richard and 
Sarah Masterson came to settle on the Ohio two miles above the 
mouth of the Kentucky. Here as In Lexington, their home was 
used for holding services. The first resident Methodist preacher 
known to have come here was Henry Ogburn, who came from the 
Virginia Conference in ° 1795, and who preached in the home of 
Richard and Sarah Masterson as well as in his own home. Other 
homes were opened to the minister, and all services were held 
in these private homes until 1810. , 

At that . time__a __frame._ church_.was built on Sixth Street 
where the Christian parsonage now stands. A roll of :he mem-
bers of the church, or Class, as it is called in the records, was given 
to Mrs. R.. W. Masterson, by Mrs. Sarah Bohrum, widow of the 
church clerk, who had kept the records at that time. The roll is 
given here-

Henry Ogburn 
Joseph Hardy 
Nancy Porter 
George W. Bohrum 
Charlotte .Ogburn 
Rebecca Hardy 
Sarah Masterson 
Lucy W. Bohrum 
Fiizabeth Guinea 
Margaret Hardy 
Sarah Peniston 
Lucy W. Bohrum 
Elizabeth Guinea 
Margaret Hardy 
Garland Bullock 
Mary Bullock 

Phyllis 

Sarah 

Nathaniel Porter 
Nancy Gaunt 
Sally Lowe 
Louisana Winslow 
Anne Gaunt 
Dennis Abbett 
Maria Abbett 
George Goddard 
Sally Bailey-
Sally Netherland 
Hannah Vanpelt 
Patsy Porter 
Esme M. Lowe 
Mary McClelland 
`arah Pierson 
Rachel' Parks 
Jane Metcalf 

Colored Member 

Lucinda 

Nancy Hawkins 
Theresa Goddard 
Nancy Goddard 
Lydia Clark 
Mary Blair 
Mary Ogburn 
Rachel Lowe 
Margaret S. Winslow 
Catherine Crosby 
Nancy, Shielcs 
Eliza Ldngentelter 
Angeletta VazpeIt 
Eliza Goddar9 
Nathan Lee 
James Hu•tch_nson 

This list Is interesting for two reasons. It gives the names 
of a few families still appearing on the working roll of o.ir pres— 
ent church, and it carries the names of four colored members who 
were probably faithful slaves of some of the white members. This 
roll may not have been the full membership in 1824, but it at least 
shows that the: Methodists were firmly established', by that date. 
Beside each name on the original roll was a ruled space for 
marking whether or not the member was present each Sunday. 



_,frame, church lasted until 1830 when a brick .church 
was built- where the present church now stands on ground given 
by William Winslow. As the frame church, was sold, probably to 
help pay, for the new-ul ding, services were held in the Court 
House until the church was completed and dedicated in 1833. The 
brick church was a good church like the present one except small-
er, and it lasted the congregation until 1890. 

In 1835 William Beverley Winslow, father of Georgye Boh-
rum Winslow and Mrs. Lou Winslow Howe, became secretary of the 
Board of Stewarts and began keeping the records -which he con-
tinued to keep until his death in 1883. From these records the 
former history of the church, which I have already mentioned, 
was compiled and published by Mrs. Howe. This history, as I have 
said, has been used for many of the events going beond my. mem-
ory. 

The presiding elder in 1835 was Rev. H. S. Dute, and Rev. 
J. C. Harrison was circuit preacher. Owenton and Port William 
were the -two appointments of what was called the Port William 
Circuit. The name Port William was changed to .Carrollton in 1838. 

In 1839 a most remarkable revival was held in Carrollton. 
A Rev. William Anderson preached with great success for several 
weeks; after a short intermission a Rev. John Newland Moffitt 
came and continued for a few weeks longer. Quoting from the 
earlier history, we read: "During this series of meetin;s -the whole 
community turned to the Lord, and the meeting closed apparently 
for lack -of people unsaved." 

By 1842 the church had a SundaySchool of forty-six 
members and eight teachers, and Joseph M;lrick raised money .to 
provide a library of eighty volumes for its use. This library was 
kept up and added to until the Church Board of the M. E. Church, 
South, began publishing magazines, quarterlies and other period-
ical literature for use in Sunday Schools. Miss Mary Geier was a 
member of the first Sunday School class to be organized, and she 
became its teacher in 1849. 

Our Sunda,yl School has always been an important part of 
our church since its organization, and today it is still holding an im-
portant place, in our church life. 

I can not give you the names of the early superintendents, 
but as nearly as I can remember from 1888 on the are„ 

Mr. Dick Stanton, Mr. John Smith, Mr. Will Howe, Mr. 
Rcb Howe, Mr. Joe Adkinson, Mr. George Winslow, Mr. Perry 'Grif-
fith, Mr. Lawrence Hughes, Miss Ruth Adkinson, Mr. Elmer Wal-
lace, and Mr. Tom Doyle, the present superintendent. 

During the forties many families who moved into town in-
creased the membership of. the church and added to its great-
ness. I shall name only, a few ofthem whose connection with pres-
ent names makes them familiar: Dr. J. V. Conn, -the father of 
Mfrs. W..T.Rowland; John .Howe; W. O.• Gullion, grandfather of 
Miss Frances Geier; and Dr. L. E. Goslee, father of Mrs. Joe Howe. 
Mrs.. Cora .Stratton brought a class of twenty or more from across 
the 'Kentucky River (Frestonville). This class prepared the way 
for the church in Prestonville, which was built under the pastor-
ate of Rev. C. J. Nu_ent in 1882, and whose first membership was 
made up .almost entirely of transfers from the Carrollton Church 
rolls. 

During the Civil War the Methodist Church was the only 
one in town which held continuous services every Sunday. In 1865 
a Bible Class for young people, meeting every .Friday night, was 
organized by -the preacher. This class joined with a Tuesday night 
class of young men, or` anized in 1866, to form the first Young 
Peoples' group. Through the years from its first name, Y.P.S.C.E. 
(Young Peoples' 'Society for Christian Endeavor), this group has 
been called the Epworth League, and now the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship or teen .agers and Young Adult Fellowship for the 
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older group. Mr. Will Howe was the first president in 1892 when the 
5 oun;g people became the,_ Epworth Leal.ue. 

The brick church of 1830 was torn down in the first week 
of Jit1l,, 18,70. The last, person who took the vows )f membership 
in 'the old church was` bliss Loulie Stratton, -who ;olned May, 29. 
The last marriage ceremony in the old church was that of Rev. 
George Froh and Miss Mary Collier on June 27, From the time 
,the old church was torn down, the Methodists again held ser-
vlces in the Court House until their new church was completed 
and dedicated on Sunday, December 25, 1870. Rev. T. J. Godbey 
was the pastor at that time. 

There, was a great deal of wealth in the Carrollton church 
at that time and the members got the best of everything. All of the 
bricks were burned in the kiln belonging to the Har-ison Brothers, 
whose name is °on one of the windadvs. The value set on the, prop-
erty in 1870, $12,500, seems ridiculously low to us, but was ample 
then to provide -the building of whoh we are still so proud today. 

One tiling the members gat and were ver;• proud ,at; Vw-
a circular pulpit. It did not give the preacher much room to move 
about, but it was a handsome pulpit, and the people loved it. In 
a few years we had a preacher who did not like it :end wanted it 
taken down and replaced by one such as we have novp. The church, 
well pleased with its handsome pulpit, was not will!-ig to make a 
change. One Saturday night the preacher took a carpenter to 
church with him. They cut off both sides of the pulpit and s"tored 
them in the cellar. Imagine the excitement, the next morning 
when the con..,regation assembled and looked at their beloved, 
sadly; shad ed pulpit! People tca.. sides violently and carried the 
case both to the courts and to the Conference. Fo3unKately. Dr. 
Poynter, who was, later head of Science Hill School for Girls iii 
Shelbyville, was sent" here as the pastor that • ear. There could. 
not have been a better choice. Dr. Poynter announced that he did 
not want to hear anything from either side about thc- pulpit; that 
Carrollton had always; been one of the best and most conservative 
churches; that the matter was finished; and that it raust'be for-gotten. Since the pulpit could not be discussed with .he new pas 
or, excitement soon died down, and the church purchased the 
pulpit we have now. 

Among the revivals held in the "new" church between 
its beginning avd the end of the century, three should probably 
be rriven special mention. The first "protacted meeting" in the 
church was in 1871. The pastor, bar. Godbey, °-was assisted by F. W. 
Noland. Joe Jones, brother of the famous Sam Jones, held a meet-
ing in which several men who had been known as ":own drunk-
ards" were converted and took! their places among the most de-
pendable members of the church. Another meeting.in 1885 was held 
by Dr. (later Bishop) H. C. Morrison' . In this meeting )ne b—drwi 
.persons were converted and forty-nine new names were added to 
the roll. 

When in.-' 1878 the General Conference authorized the wo-
men of Methodism to organizse a Foreign •Missionari Society, three 
Carrollton women, Mrs. Howe, Mrs. Poynter, and Miss Sue Browin-
ski, were among:: the charter members. Miss Sue was -resident of 
,he society for many years, and Mrs. Howe was president of the 
Parsonage Society and Home Missionary Socity unti: they were 
merged into the Home and Foreban Missionary Society in 1897. In 
1880 the first Children's Missionary Society, 1'he Willing Workers, 
was, organ₹zed. The True Hearts were crgani2ed ii7" 1814-5. In the 
early:ICOO's Miss Lou Sanders, now a member of the Fourth Avenue 
Methodist  Church in Louisville, organized ,a society for younger 
children, called the Sunbeams. 

As nearly as I remember it wsis in 1*892 that we got the 
stained glass windows, with Mr. William Winslow lamely respon-
sible for installing them. It would be hard to make you ,under 



stand the happiness of the church in these windows. I don't 
think it was pride; it was more the exultation of "0 worship ,lhe 
Lord in the beauty- of holiness." Certainly nothing has added` 
more to the beauty of our church or to its symbolism as a sanc-
tuarythan our beautiful windows. 

In 1898 the parsonage was built. The old parsonage was on 
Seventh Street, the place where the Kirbys live now. Mrs. Conn 
had left the church $i3OCO to be used in the building of a par-
sonage, and with this as a nucleus the church raised the money 
to build the house on Fifth Street. Many years afterwards when 
Dr. Banks was pastor here, the parsonage caught fire. It was at 
dinner -time, but all the Methodists left their Sunray dinners and 
'rushed to the fire. We looked around for Dr—Banks and found him 
sititinit. out in the garden eating his dinner.- on a small table he 
had carried out. Only the roof was damaged"in the fire which was 
weon put out, and the rest of the Methodists wer t back to their 
Sunday- dinners. 

1t was in 103 when we got the., first ail-over carpet. Till 
that time we had carpet only on the aisles and in the chancel. 
This old carpet was taken down stairs and put in the Sunday 
School room. 'There was not quite enough carpet to cover the en-
tire Sunday School room, but Mrs. George B. Winslow, who was 
helping with the work, remembered that her mother-in-law, Mrs. 
M. J. Winslow, had the same carpet in her hall and stairway at 
home. When told of the difficulty, Mrs. Winslow's only com-
ment was, "DId you brie Frank to La • e up the carpet?" 

Maybe here is to best placa to mentior_ Frank White-
head, for surely he has his place in an, , record of the Carrollton 
iviemmist Church. he was our sexton, *se; tion he called it, for 
forty years, and no church ever had a more faithful caretaker. 
His love for the church extended to take in all cf the members. 
One time when he was doing`sume housecleaning, for Mrs. Cox, 
and wanted to tnanx tier tur "me kindness tc him, he said, 
"'our satin may be white, Mrs. Cox, but your heart is as blaca.;as 
mine." When r'rank's wife, Millie, died, he remanled within the 
year and waited anxiously to see what his churcz friends would 
give tvr a -weading present. I was on the committee that pur-
chased the gitt, an elaborate silver basket. We took it to his 
house, but ll rank would have'none of it. rie wanted it presented 
in church with appropriate remar.,.s. So I carried the gift to church 
the next Sunday morning, made a presentation speech, and 
Frank came up the rile to accept it ana to Mans his white 
friends. The old darkies like r-rank are all gone now, but the 
present day young people are the poorer for not having known 
them as we did. 

:> Lucy Winslow (Mrs. George B.) and I had worked hard 
when the new carpet was finally :aid. It: was late Saturday ni tht 
when; the work was finished. We were dog. Aired but the next day 
was Quarteny Meeting, ana bcih upstairs and downstairs carpets 
had ;to be in readiness. We told George . Winslow and Mr. Henry 
Schuerman that we were not going to be in church for several 
weeks as rt would take us that iris : to ge. rested, but we were 
both there earlier than usual. We had. to see how the carpet looked. 

It was in 1605 that the Methodist bell was the only sound 
to usher in the New Year. rhea Forces stopi:ed al. the other bells 
and whistles in deference" to my lather, one or the oldest Metho-
aisLs or •41tiz conaraanit,, who was ourzed Lhe next day. The bell 
was always a source of pride; to the MethCdistc because of its 
exceptionally sweet tones. It was bought by popular subscription 
led 'b,, Captain Jahn Lewis, whose wine, ,.LuLrs. Nary Lewis h.%s willed 
their property to the church after the death of hEr sis*,ers. One of 
the amusing stories told about our bell is that when the Bap-
fists bought a new organ, much larger and finer than the one, 
we had at the time, some one asked Frank Whitehead what he'd 



do when the Baptists played their organ. He scratched his head, 
then !vrinned and said, "I'll ring our bell." In the last few years 
our bell hasn't been rung very often because of damage to the bel-
fry in the. storm of 1943. But now that the steeple has been re-
paired, I for one am lorn:2ng to hear it .again as our regular call 
to worship. 

In the flood of 19!13 and again in 1937 the auditorium was 
closed, and the lower floor was turned over -to families who had 
been driven' out of their homes by the rising waters. In .1913 the 
services were resumed before the families moved out, and on• that 
Sunday morning the congregation worshipped in the strong, per-
vading odor of cabbage as some woman prepared her 'Sunday din-
ner. 

During the fall of 1918 the Methodist Church, along with 
all of the other churches, was closed because of the influenza ep-
idemic. It happened that Mr. Johnson was the only resident 
preacher in town, ;and he went night and day visiting the sick and 
burying the dead of all denominations. On -the night of Novem-
ber Tl, no one said anything to Frank Whitehead, but when the 
news of the Armistice came, he . opened the doors of the church 
and rang and rang the bell. People came, sat quietly in the pews, 
walked up and down -the aisles, still quietly, and went away. It 
seemed the ri_ht thing to do. 

It was in T92o" that the church was done over. We had 
$30,000 pledged to begin with and more if we needed it. Some one 
suggested •that we tear down this church and build a new one. 
Ruth Howe Schuerman expressed the feelings of most of us. Ruth 
said, "All my life I have thought these windows were very beau-
tiful. They are my earliest memory. This church is filled with mem-
ories of the people who have worked in it and loved it. You can''t 
put memories in a new church, and we would lose all that." .She 
finished by saying, "I don't think I could stand it." So no more 
was said about a new church. 

When v e were planning the things to do for the church, 
George. Winslow made a list of tentative subscriptions for the 
members. Everyone had been invited to come to the meetin_:. Em-
mett Gullion insisted that -the list be read .aloud. When he heard 
his suggested gift, he said, "Why George, did you think I would 
gi:e that? I'll double it." Every one either doubled or substantially 
increased the amount he had been put down for. As the amounts 
kept rising, Georr_! Winslow said," Don't any, of you give any more. 
F•very one is giving: more than he can afford now." There was a 
feeling among many of the members who were able to do finan-
cially that the church should be made ready for a long time for 
those who would follow and might not be able to handle the fi- • 
nancial work. 

Here are some. of -the things done in the remodeling: 
First the lights were replaced. We used to have a wonder-

ful chandelier with rows and rows of prisms and of course rows 
of oil lamps. We also had wall lamps at each window. I don't re-
member when we changed to electricit.p. At any rate the old chan-
delier and the wall lamps had been replaced by electric' chande-
liers. I don't know what ,became of the oil chandlier, but, if we had 
it today, it would be a museum piece of priceless value. The lights 
which were ordered were to cost sixty dollars each. When they-
came, a mistake had been made, and eighty dollar fixtures had 
been sent. It was decided to keep the more expensive lights as they 
would not need to be replaced for a long time. 

At that time we had a Pilcher organ, small, but with a 
beautiful tone. Pt had been lovely in its place to the side front, but 
it was too small to fill in the front of the church. Originally the 
or.;!an and the choir loft had been in the back; of the room, but 
a few years before they, had me id to the left front corner, and 
the two doors at the rear had been arranged as they are now. 
George .Winslow and Margaret Barker were in cnarge .of choosing 
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the new organ. Margaret Barker had been our organist and choir 
director for some time, and then as now, music was one of the 
most important parts of our church. After the organ was installed, 
it was too high to be a :graceful part of, the front of -the church, 
and it was lowered several inches to get it just right. The beauty 
of this organ has -since been increased by chimes, the gift of Mr. 
and Mrs. Goldie Martin and Mr. R. M. Barker. To put in the or-
gan we wanted, a part of the wall had -to be torn down, and an 
addition built back of the original structure. This made the arch 
over the on_ian necessary to fill in the space, so that it would not 
present a blank wall. The arch has been one of the most decor-
ative things done-to the church. Mr. Emmett Gullion called the 
new room the "lean-to," and we all called it that. To make the 
room meant that some graves near -the church had to be moved. 
There was no one there that any present members remembered 
except Mr. William Abbett and his wife. A tablet was put in the 
new room, now the kitchen, in memory of the people whose graves 
had to be moved. Mr. John Wooley Dunaway was very much op-
posed to building over a part of the church yard, and never went 
in to that part of the church afterwards. Geor?e Winslow told 
him that there was no one moved whom anyone remembered or 
;knew about except the Ab'betts and that Mrs. Abbett was his fath-
er's sister, and Mr. Abbett was my fat'her's cousin, and as next 
of kin we approved of the move and liked the idea. 

Mr. Abbett and his wife -had left a gift of $f;QUO to the 
church. It was left in the bank and ever-; year -the interest was 
sent to the Conference Missionary Society as the Abbett Bequest. 
We lost this when -the banks closed in 1933. "There was much dis-
cussion as to whether or not the church was responsible for re-
placing the money as it had been in bank, stock. To be sure of our 
position, Joe Adkinson, took the matter to the bishop for his de-
cision. The bishop .said no, as the church was not responsible for 
the loss and had not prospered from the money which had always 
been passed on intact as the Abbett Fund. 

As I said every body worked hard on the remodeling and 
every body gave. Of course each part of the work had to have 
some one at its. head. Joe Adkinson was in charge of the build- 

s .- ing; 'Mr. Joe Howe was an expert on carpets, so he selected -the 
carpet and saw to it that it was the very best that could be got-
en. Mr. Henry Cchuerman, who knew wood from his association 
with the Furniture Factory, selected the wood work and the al-
tar rail. Mr. Prentiss, the pastor, was largely instrumental in get-
ting the furnace installed. At that time the church was heated 
by two hot air furnaces located in the Sunday School rooms on 
either side of the center hall._ Now a basement was dug under part 
of the church and an entrance made from the hall. The entire 
lower floor was .remodeled into Sunday School rooms. Again the 
upstairs carpet was cut- and fit by the women to be used down 
stairs. Durin,,i the last few years the Woman's Society of Chris-
tian Service, as the Missionary Society is now called, has recarp-
eted two of the rooms, and this summer has laid linoleum in the 
other 'two rooms. The linoleum fund of the society was begun by 
a gift from Mrs. Hopkins. In the years since 192!6 the Sunday 
School rooms have been redecorated several times by different 
classes and groups. One of the rooms, named the Lou Howe Room 
in honb•r of Mrs. Howe and refurnished in her memory, is used by 
the YounT. Adult Fellowship group and the Woman's 'Society of 
Christian Service for their meetings. 

After the remodeling of the church in 1926, very few maj-
or repairs were made until 1939. In that year came a big improve-
ment when the wall board was put on the auditorium. There was 
a crack and a seep on the front wall which could never be fixed 
satisfactorily, until finally wall board was put on over the plas-
tered walls. This wall board was not painted until the summer of 
1951 when Mr. H. B. Rich paid for the paint and the W.S.C.S. paid 

-7-

F 



for the redecorating. Mrs. John Bovard was president of the group 
when this was done. 

In 1939 when the wall board was installed, many other 
improvements were made. Joe Adkinson, who for many years as 
a trustee watched over the church building with loving -care, was 
responsible for putting on the wall board. Bert Hill redecorated 
the ceiling at this time and refinished the stairways. When the 
work was completed, Bishop Darlington was invited for a service of_ 
rededication. After the service the membership entertained him 
with a dinner. Mr. Moore was our pastor at this time. 

At the dinner in his honor, Bishop Darlington said that 
Carrollton had once "had as its pastor one of the rTeatest preach-
ers of the South—Dr. Hiner. He wanted to know if any of us could 
tell him anything about this great man. I could ... and did. 

I remember Dr. Hiner's saying that when his time for 
retirement came, he had three places in mind, Mount Sterling, 
Grassy! Lick!, and Carrollton. But when the time came, there was 
only Carrollton. He spent his last years in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Howe and visited from -there among.;: his friends. He could 
not have had a better home. 

We had another pastor who spent his last years here — 
Brother Rowland. He lived in the beautiful -old Rowland place 
above town, the girlhood home of his wife. Two..of his daughters, 
Grace and Ethalene, who grew up in Carrollton, are now doing 
.wellfare work in Tennessee. 

Our steeple was blown down in a freak storm in 1943. The 
church had spent $1,000 the year before to repair the steeple and 
make it safe. The loss of the steeple was •deeply felt not only by all 
the members' of the church but by many others who had long 
looked up to it as a landmark of dignityg and -beauty. Plans were 
discussed again and again to replace it; estimates of costs and 
specifications were carefully studied, but finally in the summer of 
1952 it was decided to cap it over and top it with a cross. I am 
thoroughly convinced that this was. the right,. the only thing to do, 
but when. ever I see our church in my mind I always see the slen-
der, taperiru_• spire reaching into the sky. . 

In 194(j the Prestonville Church .moved its membership to 
Carrollton, the mother church. The members brought with them 
funds from the sale of their church building. These funds have 
been used on. the latest repairs of the church, .particularly the con-
version to, the gas furnace, and the reworking• of the stained glass 
windows, which are still one of the church's greatest sources of 
pleasure. Ilany of our faithful, enthusiastic workers came into 
the church. from the Prestonville membership, and the Carrollton 
Church was rep Aalized by- their coming. 

Carrollton Church has lost many, many of its old famil-
iar names and faces, in_ the. years that I have known it, but with 
each passing. year it has gained new names, new faces, new faith-
ful-workers. It would not be. possible to name all of them or to 
tell which year they came; if 1 did try I would be naming about 
nine tenths of the present membership. 

Many of our present day workers, as I said, have grown 
up in other churches, but .I can'•t help thinking now of two little 
ba;s 'who back: in the twenties piled up Sunday School attendance 
records for themselves, and sat Sunday after Sunday solemnly on 
the front benches. George Winslow called -them the "little bishop" 
and "the little presiding elder." 'Under slightly ..different titles 
these same two, Gex O. Williams and Jack Way, are just as faithful 
.today.. 

Many of .the individual gifts which have -been made to 
the church should be mentioned. Here too I am afraid I may ne•!-
lect to mention some gift, either because I did not know of it or 
because my memory, served me: Ladly.. 

Our altar cushions were a gift to the church by Miss Mil-
dred Mosgrove in memory of her father, Mr. W. T. Mostrove, who 
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for,niany ycam had beet: a faitliful mginbcer of the church and 
had served on the Official Board, of which he was chairman at 
the -time of his death. 

The pulpit Bible used from 1870 at the church dedica-
tion until 19.49 was given by Mrs. Abby Moore. At that time, it was 
put away for safe keeping, and the Bible now being used was giv-
en by Mrs. Paul Carraco. 

The electric clock, one of • the latest gifts to the church 
was given by the. Doyle "Children" in memory of their mother, 
Mrs. Estelle Doyle, whose faithfulness to her church is ',bearing re-
wards in her children and grandchildren. 

Mr. Joe Howe gave the Christian Service flag. Mr. Peelman 
and family gave the American flag in honor of his wife, Laura 
Peelman, who was a faithful- member of the church until her 
death. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. A. .Stamper .•Iave the outdoor bulletin 
board. 

I don't remember when we changed from the goblet to 
our present Communion service. It was through Florence -Geier 
Deatherage that we made the change. Mrs. Leah Belle McCrackin is 
our Communion Steward in charge of the bread and wine and has 
been for several years. This is a service that was rendered by Mrs. 
M. J. Winslow during the most of her life time and then taken 
over by her daughter, Mrs. Howe, who continued with it as long as 
she was able. 

Mrs. Donna Giddens and Mrs. Phene Evans Hughes were 
the first women -to serve as Stewards in the church. Donna was al-
so the first woman 'to serve on the Board of Trustees where she 
has worked very faithfully for years. 

Carrollton Church has always been known for its excep-
tional music. As far back as we remember, (I have consulted.sev-
eral others to be. sure no one has been omitted) the organists 
who have worked so faithfull;, for the church are: 

Mr. Weaver, Mrs. Emily Howe, Mrs. Alice .Howe, Mrs. Lou 
Howe, Miss Lille Howe, Mrs: Henry Winslow, Mrs. Grace Grobm•y er, 
Mrs. Margaret Barker, Mr. Gaston Taylor, and our present or-
ganist,. Mrs. Pearl Booth. Miss Pearl Driskell and Eugene Taylor 
are our organist and pianist for , night services now. TTom Brown, 
colored, was the first boy to pump the old organ. Roman Browin-
s.0 was probably the last of the youril,sters in the church to hold 
the position of "pump .boy." It would be impossible to.. mention all 
the choir members and soloists during the years, but no mention 
of Carrollton music could ever be made without the name of Mrs. 
Dollie Williams. The Carrollton Methodist choir has always been 
most generous of its time and talents. No history of our church, 
could be complete without mention—not only of their special 
services, but also of their regular Sunday after Sunday beautiful 

A music. nd yet just as surely no one who has ever attended our 
services would need such mention, for no one is apt to forget the 
musical part of our worship. 

And in speaking. Of special services at our church, I do not 
want to forget the loving services of beautifying and decorating 
our auditorium for special seasons of the year. For some years 
past the women of the Lou Howe Class made themselves respon-
sible for the Easter and Christmas decorations, but now Miss Juliet 
Phillips' Young Adult Fellowship has this task. The regular Sunday 
flowers are a part of the work of the Woman's Society of Chris-
tian Service. 

One of the most impressive services ever held in our 
church was the funeral of Frank Whitehead in 1930. Ike Down-
ton dial not want Frank buried from the church. I asked him why. 
He said they had some young "bucks" who did not behave very 
well and if they misbehaved or made any trouble at the Metho-
dist Church, he couldn't have stood it. "But," he said, "when I 



saw that church and heard that organ, I knew no body could mis-
behave there." 

No body, black or white, felt -any thing but sorrow .and 
reverence during the service which was conducted by ministers of 
both races. Frank had loved music, so there was music: "Miss Marg-
aret;" "Miss Dollie," and the Choir, and also, "Swing Low Sweet 
Chariot," led by, the colored preacher and joined in by all the 
colored part of the congregation. In its dignity and beauty I have 
never attended a more reverent and fittirbz: funeral service. 

I am sure I could go on writirn•:- indefinitely .about the 
people I remember, the services we held, the ministers who came 
and worked among us and then were moved on to other fields, 
but not forgetting us or being forgotten. I could write on indef-
initely, but that isn't necessary; what I wanted to do was to start 
a chain of reminiscences in your hearts so that you could go ;on 
for yourselves reconstructing the many things you remember about 
OUR CHURCH. For "what shall I sa;, more: time will fail me" to 
tell of all the good people who have belon.•Ied to OUR CHURCH and 
loved it even as we do now. 

APPENDIX: 
Preachers who have served our church since 1835 are: 
J. C. Harrison, James Beatty, G. Barker, L. D. Parker, 

Thomas Hall, William Gunn, Fielding Bell, George W. Merritt, Is-
aac Kelly, Morris Levi, Peter Taylor, John B. Ewan, James Law-
rence, Samuel Adams, Benjamin T. Crouch, Joseph Rand, Drum-
mone Welburn,' Daniel Stevenson, J. W. Cunningham, George 
Crumbaugh, Jebediah Foster, J. J. Johnson, P. E. Cavanaugh, New-
ton G. Berryman, H.A.C. Walker, E. L. Southgate, T. J. Godbey, 
J. W. Wightman, G. C. Overstreet, W. T. Poynter, J.. ,C. Minor, John 
Reeves, M. J. Hiner, C. J. Nugent, Robert Hiner, William Shoe-
smi,th, W. T. Rowland, Horace G. Turner, J. D. Redd, B. F. Lan-
caster, M. J. Chandler, M. S. Clark,. J. W. Crates, F. T. McIntire, 
James Crutchfield, W. R. Johnson, J. E. Savage, R. W. Watts, 
George Prentiss, Dr. George Banks, Earl Fossett, W. K. Arnold, 
Madison Coombs, H. L. Moore, K. O. Potts, Fred Sanders, A. L. Os-
borne, and G. H. Bierley, -our present pastor. 

At present Mr. T. K. Stone is our Lay Leader and Chair-
man of our Official Board, and Mr. H. B. Rich is Chairman of the 
Finance Committee which marks these two as very busy- men in 
our Church set-up. 
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