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Who Are The Scots-Irish? 
 
Historical Highlights 

The Plantation of Ulster, 1609-c1641 
Location 
Black's Surnames of Scotland 
 

Immigration to the British North American Colonies 
Why? 
1717-c1740 
William Penn's Woods 
 

Emigration on the Frontier 
The Great Wagon Road 
The Wilderness Road / Cumberland Gap 
 

Finding the Records 
Colonial Period 

Pennsylvania State Archives (phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-
Online/Pages/default.aspx) 
Virginia Memory, The Library of Virginia (virginiamemory.com/collections/) 
North Carolina Digital Archives (digital.ncdcr.gov) 
 

Across the Mountains 

Kentucky State Digital Archives (kdla.access.preservica.com) 
Kentucky Genealogical Society (kygs.org) 
Tennessee State Library and Archives (sos.tn.gov/tsla/researchers-genealogists) 

Search Genealogy Index 
Acts of Tennessee 
Tennessee Confederate Pension Applications:  Soldiers & Widows 
 

Other Online Resources 
FamilySearch (familysearch.org) 

Research Wiki 
Digitized Books 
 

Fold3 (fold3.com)  (available at all FamilySearch Centers) 
 
Ancestry (ancestry.com) (available at many public libraries and all FamilySearch 
Centers) 

David Dobson's books 
U.S., Confederate Soldiers Compiled Service Records, 1861-1865 
U.S., Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1970 
Individual state databases  



©Maureen E. Brady, 2023 

SCOTS-IRISH RESEARCH – A SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Black, George F.  The surnames of Scotland:  their origin, meaning, and history.  New York:  The New 
York Public Library, 1946.  (Reprinted – Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogy Publishing Co., 1996.) 

 

Calloway, Brenda.  America’s First Western Frontier:  East Tennessee.  Kingsport, Tennessee, USA:  
The Overmountain Press, 1989. 

  

Dobson, David.  Later Scots-Irish links; 1825-1900.  Baltimore Maryland, USA:  Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 2009 

 

Dobson, David.  Scotland during the Plantation of Ulster:  the people of Dumfries and Galloway, 1600-
1699.  Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogical Publishing Company, 2008.  Reprint 2009. 

 

Dobson, David.  Scotland during the Plantation of Ulster:  the people of Ayrshire, 1600-1699.  
Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogical Publishing Company, 2008. 

 

Dobson, David.  Scotland during the Plantation of Ulster:  the people of Lanarkshire, 1600-1699.  
Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogical Publishing Company, 2009. 

 

Dobson, David.  Scotland during the Plantation of Ulster:  the people of Renfrewshire, 1600-1699.  
Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogical Publishing Company, 2009. 

 

Dobson, David.  Scots-Irish links, 1575-1725, in two parts.  2 vol.  Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  
Genealogical Publishing Company, 1994, 1995.  Reprinted 2009. 

 

Dobson, David.  Scots-Irish links, 1575-1725, part 3.  Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 2001.  Reprinted 2007. 

 

Dobson, David.  Scots-Irish links, 1575-1725, part 4.  Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 2004.  Reprinted 2007. 



©Maureen E. Brady, 2023 

Dobson, David.  Scots-Irish links, 1575-1725, part 5.  Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 2006.  Reprinted 2008. 

 

Dobson, David.  Scots-Irish links, 1575-1725, part 6.  Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 2007.  Reprinted 2008. 

 

Dobson, David.  Scots-Irish links, 1575-1725, part 7.  Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 2008. 

 

Dobson, David.  Scots-Irish links, 1575-1725, part 8.  Baltimore, Maryland, USA:  Genealogical 
Publishing Company, 2010. 

 

Dobson, David.  Searching for Scots-Irish roots in Scottish records, 1600-1750.  Baltimore, Maryland, 
USA:  Genealogical Publishing Company, 2007. 

 

Drake, Doug, et. al.  Founding of the Cumberland settlements:  the first atlas 1779-1804; showing who 
came, how they came, and where they put down roots.  Gallatin, Tennessee, USA:  Warioto Press, 2009. 

 

Drake, Richard B.  A history of Appalachia.  Lexington, Kentucky, USA:  University of Kentucky Press, 
2003. 

 

Fischer, David Hackett.  Albion’s seed:  four British folkways in America.  Oxford, England:  Oxford 
University Press, 1991. 

 

Leyburn, James G.  The Scotch Irish; a social history.  Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA:  University of 
North Carolina Press, 1962. 

 

Rouse, Jr., Parke.  The Great wagon road.  Richmond, Virginia, USA:  The Diaz Press, 2004. 

 

Webb, James.  Born fighting; how the Scots-Irish shaped America.  New York City, New York, USA:  
Broadway Books, 2004.  



©Maureen E. Brady, 2023 

Tennessee, United States Genealogy (FamilySearch Research Wiki Page) 
Record Types 

• Bible Records 
• Cemeteries 
• Census 
• Church Records 
• Court Records 
• Directories 
• Emigration & Immigration 
• Genealogies 
• Land & Property 
• Military Records 

• Naturalization & Citizenship 
• Newspapers 
• Obituaries 
• Occupations 
• Online Records 
• Periodicals 
• Probate Records 
• Public Records 
• Taxation 
• Vital Records 

Tennessee Background 

• Biography 
• Gazetteers 
• History  

• Law and Legislation 
• Maps 
• Migration 

 
Tennessee is a state in the southeastern portion of the United States.  It is divided into 95 counties 
and it's capital is Nashville.  Tennessee was admitted to the union as the 16th state on 1 June 1796. 
I t was created from the Province of North Carolina and Southwest Territory. 

Getting Started with Tennessee Research 
• Step-by-Step Tennessee Research, 1880-Present 
• How to Find Birth Records 
• How to Find Marriage Records 
• How to Find Death Records 
• Research Strategies 
• Tennessee Research Outline – original Family History Library research outline; contains 

many out of date links 

Tennessee Research Tools  
• Tennessee Record Finder 
• Boundary Changes for Tennessee Counties 
• Tennessee Archives and Libraries 
• TNGenWeb 
• Geographical Names Information System – U. S. gazetteer of places, cemeteries and post 

offices in Tennessee. 
 

Tennessee Migration Routes 

• Cumberland River 
• Tennessee River 
• Avery’s Trace or Nashville Road 
• Chickasaw Trail or Natchez Trace 

• Great Valley Road 
•  Lower Warpath or West Tennessee Trail 
• Old Cherokee Path 
• Wilderness Road 

  

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Bible_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Cemeteries
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Census
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Church_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Court_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Directories
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Emigration_and_Immigration
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Compiled_Genealogies
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Land_and_Property
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Military_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Naturalization_and_Citizenship
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Newspapers
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Obituaries
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Occupations
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Periodicals
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Probate_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Public_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Taxation
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Vital_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Biography
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Gazetteers
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_History
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Maps
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Migration
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Step-by-Step_Tennessee_Research,_1880-Present
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/How_to_Find_Tennessee_Birth_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/How_to_Find_Tennessee_Marriage_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/How_to_Find_Tennessee_Death_Records
http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/US/Tennessee.pdf
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Record_Finder
http://www.mapofus.org/Tennessee/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Archives_and_Libraries
http://tngenweb.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Bible_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Cemeteries
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Court_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Newspapers
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Obituaries
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Tennessee_Occupations
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