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Carey Aurentz live . 
There were times 
when„ ' Wished 
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Carey Aurentz was 

the most severely burned 

victi-111 of the 

Carrollton. bus crash 

to live. She never 

doubted she would. 

R u l there 2uere 

moments wheii she 

,WiSheel she' hordit'l. 

By G'icleou Gil 

arrying a lunch of pizza and 
Trench fries through the cafeteria 
of North Hardin High School, 
Carey Aurentz looks much like 
any other IOth-grader. 

Altcr 13 uperalions and hun-

dreds ul' hours of taxing physical therapy, 
Carey no longci sticks out as it maimed 
survi%or of the 1`tay 14, 1983, Carrollton 

bus crash. 
Hie beret that hid her bare scalp Lim 

many nwnths has gr\cn \%ay lit shouldel-

Icngih dark-bitmil hall- The scars limn a 
second-degree buin on her lin'ehcad ha\c 

faded, though blood %cssels still 
through the delicate skin like •aricusc 

%erlls. llcr gait is sit natural you cant tell 
that hclo%% nudcall' her right leg is plastic, 

fiberglass and rubber Only on hci arms. 
where graticd skin has taken on it aalllcd 
look. are hci n11ur1cs c\ Ident 

the return lit near-anon•nuty pleases 
(-:uey. \%hit like:nty I(i -y car-old. a prr%ccu-
plcd %%1111 her appcar,nlic 
GIDEON GIL •i.. 1 . 1 . . .. ., 

"I always like to blend in with people," 

she says. 
Carey, the must seriously burned survi-

vor of the crash, madc an exception to that 
rule last November, %%hen she testified in 
the murder trial of the man accused of 
smashing his Inckup truck head-on into the 
bus while dnvutg drunk The ensuing fire 
killed 27 and injured -Ill 

(hl the d:1y of her testimony, hiding hci 
wuunds was less important than her desire 
fur everybody III the ('atnill County Court-
house — the )ui\. the reporters, the people 
of Carrollton and It,1dc1111' — to see what 

Larry Mahuncy had dune to hcr. Most of 
all, she wanted Nizihoncy to sec what he had 
dune. 

She had anticipated this day for a lung 
little. In the months alter the bus crash, as 
Carcy l0ught Tin hci 1110 III the burn unit of 
1111111alla llospilal I'ni\elsug•ol'l-uuis%11Ic. 
she had \%anted Mahoney to suflcr through 

all the pain she had — the burns, the raw 
\%uunds o\ci insist ul her body, the loss ufa 
11mh. lhcdcath ul ;1 close 1'rWild. O\er time. 
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Corey's long recovery 

required regular and 

at times agonizing 

exercises to restore her 

flexibility and 

strength. 

A gold ring, left, 

escaped damage in the 

fiery bus crash that 

badly burned 55 

percent of Carey's 

body. -Vow she always 

wears it as a good-lurk 

charm. Below, Carey 

with her parents and 

her younger sister, 

Cathy, while she was 

in the hospital. Photographed By Ben Van Hook 

her passionate anger had subsided. and she 

had decided to trust the criminal justice 
system to punish IMlahoncy. 
Now. she just wanted to confront him. 

She wanted him to know that she was more 

than a statistic. And she hoped that her 
appearance would force him to recognvc 
the magnitude of what he had done. 

Carey hobbled to the witness stand on 
crutches. her right leg cut short below the 

knee. 
Paul Richwalsk% Jr., the assistant attor-

ney general prosecuting k1ahonex, began 

questioning her. Was she awake at the 
time of the crash' Yes. Where was she 
sitting? The first row. passenger side. aisle 

sea t. 
AS she answered to a soft. deliberate 

voice_ Care% looked the furors straight to 
the eyes. Just as her father. an Arms 
lieutenant colonel at Fon Knox. had alw•a%s 

told her to do. 
-'Where  was your friend. EmilhcT' Rich-

w•alskv asked. referring to Emillie Thomp- 
Continued 

I 

4 



i 

- 

son. the schoolmate who had invited Carey 
on the bus trip to the Kings Island amuse-
ment park near Cincinnati. 

--She was in the second row, on the 
driver's side, in the aisle seat." Carey said. 
Then she was asked to identify photo-

graphs of Emillie and two other passengers 
who had been near her on the bus, and to 
point to their positions on a seating chart. 
"This was Chuck Kvtta." Carey said. 

"This was Emilhe Thompson." Suddenly. 
her voice and her composure cracked. "And 
this was William Nichols." Carev sobbed 
softly as she pointed out their seats on the 
char[. 

Richwalsk} paused for almost a minute 
and a half as Carev dabbed the tears with 
tissues and sipped ,eater. Mahoney sat 
impassively, alternately looking down and 
straight ahead. 
The prosecutor next asked Carey about 

the crash. She had been turned sideways in 
her seat. she said, talking with Emillie and 
Billy in the row behind her. The impact 
threw her into the aisle. She ended up 
sitting on the floor, facing the rear, with 
shards of broken glass on her hands. 
As she jumped to her feet. she felt the 

heat and saw the-glow from a fire at the right 
front door. She rushed toward the back of 
the bus, but was stopped by a jam of people 
about seven or eight rows back. 

"I remember people all coming out to the 
aisle at once." she said, "and I was trapped 
and trying to push my way down the 
aisle.. _ . They were all pushing and shoving 
and practically running over the top of each 
other trying to get to the back door." 
Choking black smoke overcame Carey. 

and she toppled unconscious onto a seat on 
the passenger side. 
'-When 1 was passed out. I dreamed I was 

in a roller coaster, and 1 was going upside 
down, and upside down. and I kept think-
ing to myself. 'Oh God. I'm going to die.' 
And 1 thought there was no way I -as going 
ioget off. But then I thought real hard. and I 
woke up, and ... just started climbing 
toward the back." 
The seat backs were scalding. Carey said. 

but she climbed over several to reach the 
back door. She stood in the aisle. by then 
unobstructed, then fell to the pavement, the 
second to last person to escape. 
She had suffered serious burns every-

where except her abdomen. left leg and 
scalp. and her right leg was so badly 
burned that it had to be amputated. She 
was hospitalized for more than i--o 
months. 

During her iestimon . Carey rested her 
hands in her lap. With her left thumb and 
forefinger_ she nervously tugged on a heart-
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shaped 14-karat-gold ring on her right ring 
finger. She had worn that ring on the bus. and 
if survived the crash undamaged. Now she 
wears it all the time as a good-luck charm. 
When Judge Charles Satterwhite asked 

Mahoney's attorney whether he wished to 
cross-examine, Carey swiveled around to 
her right and, for the first time, saw 
Mahoney. 

"it was the strangest sensation," she said 
later. It was the same solemn, emotionless 
face she had seen on television the day 
before. "He just seemed like a non-living 

image." 
Carey was disappointed that Mahoney 

wouldn't look at her. "Is he hearing this" 

she wondered. "I hope he is comprehend-

ing: I hope he is not just thinking about. 
'Oh, f hope 1 am going to get off.' " 
The defense had no questions, and Carey 

was excused. 

As she maneuvered out of the courtroom 

on her crutches, Mahone% raised his left 
hand to his face and brushed away tears that 

had welled in the inside corners of both 
eyes. 

• 

That Carey Aurentz was alive to confront 
Mahoney was no small feat. 

It's hard to understand how Carey, 14 at 
the time, escaped the blazing bus when her 
five companions in the front row died. 
Carey herself can't explain what caused 

her to awaken after collapsing about four 

rows short of the rear emergency exit. "I 

just felt suffocated, like something was 
pushing me to get out of there," is the best 

she can do. "I just knew deep down inside 
of me that I had to live." 
Even after a helicopter flew her to 

Universitv Hospital in Louisville, her 

,Six munths and ta, ,u 

days after the bus 

crash.. Carey u!alked 

her first halting steps, 
left, after being fitted 

with an artificial ley 
at n Louisville 
prusthetirs firm. 

chances of survival were bareh 50-50. 
With second- and third-dcerce burns 

over 55 perceni of her bode. including one 

that had penetrated to the bone of her right 
foot. Carey faced an agonizing recovery that 

one of her doctors compared to the plight of 

Sisyphus. the king of Greek mythology who 
was condemned forever to roll a boulder up 
it steep hill in halt. onh to have it roll to the 
bottom eycm time he neared the summit. 

Unlike Sisyphus. Carey climbed out of 
her hell. 
Carey. who calls herself a "wimp" — she 

used to become h%sterical if she touched a 
hot frving pan — somehow found the 
resilience and resolve. the grit and guts she 
needed to overcome perils that haunted her 
long recovery. 

Her struggle reveals the extraordinary 
capacih of the human bode and mind to 
withstand physical and emotional trauma. 
heal and even grow from the experience. 
And it charts some of the ways the fabric 

of a family can be stretched and tested by 
crisis. 

"She's done a remarkable job,'- said 
Linda Probus, a grief counselor whom the 
Hardin Count\. schools hired to work with 
the survivors, siblings and friends of the 

deceased. "She's truly one of the excep-
tions." 
Woody Aurentz. Can.'s 40-year-old fa-

ther, compares her ordeal to his experiences 
at a grueling Army training school: o 
"You either come out ol'it Acct stronger 

or it destroys you — she's CUme out a lot 
stronger." 

• 

Carey never thought she would die. 
though there were times those first agoniz-
ing weeks when she washed she would. 

Curiously, in the emergency room she felt 
little pain. Third-degree burns destroy 
nere endings, initialh deadening most 
sensation. Still. her right let,. throbbed — 
she thought it was broken. Her arms felt as 
if she had scraped them on concrete. 

Carey's breathing was labored. Toxic 
smoke had irritated and burned her lungs. 
Doctors inserted a tube to assist her breath-
ing and began pumping gallons of fluids 

Continued 



Time and Carey's 

determination have 

healed mane other 

wounds. No longer is 

she so insecure about 

her appearance or so 

reluctant to 
renter» her. 

into her veins to maintain her blood 
pressure and stave offshock. 
Months later. her strongest memory of 

that first night would be a sense of helpless-
ness. Asked by a counselor later to depict a 
meaningful moment from the day of the 
bus crash. Care% drew herself as a stick 
figure lying on an emergency-room gurney, 
surrounded h\ stick-figure doctors and 
nurses. She was askine. "What are you 
titling to me?" 

'•'rhey real)% ne%er told you. They just 
did u." Care% said later, reflecting on her 
t%yo months in the hospital. -'I was like a 
guinea pig.... It's like being a living 
biology c%perimeni," 
On Care\'% Mil da% in the hospital. 

surgeons grafted neu skin onto her hands 
and arms. the tint of It? operations she 
%%uuld ha%e o%er the nest iwo months. Skin 
does not grow back on is own at the site of 
third-degree burns. so doctors have to take 
paper-thin slices of health% skin from 
unburned areas. The% use a device much 
like a cheese-shirr, then the% staple the 
slices of skin over the burn sties. 
To co%cr as much area as possible. most 

of the donor skin is passed through a device 
that pokes holes into it and stretches it. It 
ends up looking like a fish net — hence its 
n.une- mesh graft -\ncr grafted skin is 
placed o%er burns. blood %cssels gro.y into 
the graft. :arr%ing nutrients and ox%gen. 
and new skin cells fill in the holes in the 
same wa% that an ordinary cut heals. The 
graft retains the mesh-like appearance after 
healing. so on conspicuous areas. such as 
Care%'s hands. surgeons placed sheet grafts 
— donor skin that has not been stretched. 

Coll 10 2151,M) k W 1'.5 

Carey had too little skin to coyer all her 
bums right away. Areas that could not be 
covered by donor skin were grafted first 
with skin from cadavers. That skin had 
been donated to a skin bank. just as people 
donate hearts, kidneys and other organs of 
the dead. 

The cadaver skin served as a temporary 
cover. keeping in fluids and deterring 
infection. It rarely takes permanenil%, be-
cause the body rejects it as foreign tissue. 
But it provided protection for 10 to 14 days. 
long enough for Carey's donor-skin sites to 
heal and he har%ested again. 

By the end of Carey's first week in the 
hospital, it was clear that her right foot and 
pan of the leg could not be saved. They 
were amputated May 26. 19W "It was 
reall% overwhelming.. she recalled later. 
She feared that the amputated limb would 
be unsightly — that even with an artificial 
leg. she %%ould limp noticeably and be 
labeled a freak. 
She suffered complications, including a 

bout of pneumonia and infections that 
destroyed some of the grafts. The bandages 
on her burns had to be changed up to four 
times a da%. With most of her body ra%%. 
exposed flesh. these sessions were so ago-
nizing that morphine did little to dull the 
pain. 

OUR PRECIOUS LO 

During the bandage changes. Carey was 
submerged in warm water in a large stain-
less steel tub called a Hubbard tank. She 
was scrubbed with a sponge to remove 
infected or dying skin. Sometimes tweezers. 
scissors or a knife had to be used. She was 
washed with antiseptic soap to kill bacteria. 

The baths came to mark the passage of time 
in the burn unit for Carey. She lived her 
days dreading the neat one and scheming to 
put it off. 

In the tank, itchy skin crazed Carey. She 
yelled and cried. ventilating her rage — 
especiall• her hatred of Larry Mahoney. 
"Sometimes during dressing changes. 1 

want to die because it would take awav the 
pain." Carey said at the time. "You look at 
yourself and you say, 'This isn't me.' " 

Care\ s parents. woody and Janet Aur-
eniz. usually went for lunch during the 
dressing changes. But one day to early June 
the% returned just as Care% was going into 
the tank. She asked her father to come into 
the room and hold her hand. It %vas his 
initiation. The nurses pulled staples out of 
her leg grafts and scrubbed her still-raw 
back. Care% screamed. 

"I couldn't talk when 1 came out." her 
father said later. -'1 just stood and stared out 
the window_- 

During the first six weeks. Carey often 
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begged the nurses for morphine. even when 
her bandages weren 't being changed. "Just 
this once," she would say. An hour later, 
she would ask again. Carey developed signs 
of ,addiction, including stomach cramps 
and a runny nose, and the nurses weaned 
her from the medication. 

"It made me go to sleep and forget." 
Carev said. "That was the only way to 
forget." 
Carey hid from reality. It was more than a 

month before she would look into a mirror. 
Nurses had dolled her up with lipstick. 
earrings and a hat to greet visiting family 
members. Staring back at Carey was a 
reddened, swollen face. "I didn't look like a 
monster. like I thought I would." she said. 
Such moments were rare. "They were 

forever trying to get me to smile, and 1 
wouldn't do it because what was there to 
smile about?" she said. 

It is crucial for burn patients to overcome 
their early depression. .A positive. fighting 
attitude often is the diffi rence between 
living and dying. "It doesn't matter what 
you do as a doctor: if a patient gives up, 
they're going to die," said Dr. Gill Cryer. 
director of the University Hospital burn 
unit. 
Carey didn't give up. Although any 

movement meant more pain, she %cas 

conscientious about exercising her limbs 
and joints to regain and then maintain their 
flexibility. At first, something as simple as 
raising one arm above her head would take 
an excruciating hour. She would spend 
much of her day exercising. She would 
make a fist, touch her thumb to her pinky 
finger, twist her head to the right and left, 
then up and down. She would smile then 
frown, lift her eyebrows, then blink. At 
night, she had to wear splints to keep her 
joints in their stretched positions. 

"She fought hard. She's a survivor." said 
nurse Mary McMahon. 

"[ wish I had 100 patients who were as 
courageous and understanding as Carey is," 
said Dr. Mark k1alangoni. who performed 
most of her operations. "She is just a 
unique individual." 

Occasionally, when weariness got the 
better of Carey, her father would push her 
to continue. He is soft-spoken and reserved, 
but his voice has a tone of military author-
ity. and he usually got his way. 
A few days before Carey was discharged 

from the hospital July 19, she watched a 
television program about a football player 
who had lost both legs in an accident. He 
was shown running with two artificial legs. 
The sight comforted Carey. "It was really 
kind of shocking, because 1 couldn't tell he 
had them on." she said later. "1 felt, if he 
can do it. I'm sure 1 can walk." 

• 

The joy of having Carey at home wore off 
in about 30 minutes, said her 37-year-old 
mother. Carey couldn't help thinking how 
different things had been the last time she'd 
been at home, early on the morning of May 
14. And Carey's parents worried that they 
would not be up to taking care of her. 
That first day, it took them three hours to 

change her bandages. "We were scared to 
death, or at least I was, almost to touch 
her," said Woody Aurentz. 

It was heartbreaking for them to have to 
inflict pain on their daughter. She screamed 
and swore at them. "Tempers got short." 
her father said. He would call Carey a 
quitter. "But we always had a rule: Any-
thing that was said during the dressing 
change wouldn't be held against you." 

Carey had trouble sleeping when she first 
got home, and she kept her parents up 
much of the night. "1 was like an old lady 
with a severe case ofarthritis." she said. It 
just ached to move." She slept with pillows 
positioned under her arms and legs, and if 
one slipped out of place, she would yell for 
her parents. She would summon th, m when 
she had a nightmare or if she was i, 'tot. "1 
guess Lwas like a little baby." 

Indeed, Carey had regressed. Before the 
bus crash. she, like most teen-agers, had 
become more independent, challenging her 
parents on occasion. But her independence 
and her confidence were gone. 

Lack of sleep. the stress of the dressing 
changes and the Aurentzes' rage, confusion 
and sadness over what had happened con-
spired to wear them down. Carey would 
plead with her parents not to change her 
dressings. 
"Everybody didn't want to do it." said 

Woody Aurentz. "There were times I just 
couldn't do it — because you just get tired 
of causing hurt." Once he shut himself in a 
closet with a pillow over his head to muffle 
Carey's screams during a dressing change. 

At one point, the Aurentzes got so 
frazzled that they hired a home-health 
nurse to help. But Carey refused to let the 
nurse touch her. 

I was the biggest brat to this lady," she 
recalled later. "1 just felt like being mean. 
Since everybody else had done all this stuff 
to me, I just felt I could do something mean 
to someone else." The Aurentzes went back 
to changing the bandages themselves. They 
had to do it once or twice a day for three 
months. 

Carey's father, administrative officer for 
the commanding general at Fort Knox. 
missed a month of work after the bus crash. 
and her mother missed three months. 
Colleagues donated their vacation time so 
she could take extra leave from her 
job designing training programs for the 
Army. 
"A lost of people did a lot of really nice 

things for us," Janet Aurentz said. She 
returned to work in late August 1988 to try 
to get her mind off all the difficulties. "It 
was a kind of escape." 
She was plagued by guilt. because she had 

given Carey permission to go on the bus trip 
to Kings Island. She remembered a silly 
argument with Carey at dinner the night 
before the trip, and she remembered saying 
to Carey, "If you say just one more word, 
you can't go." Carey never said that other 
word. "1 more than once wished that she 
had." her mother said. 
Carey's 9-year-old sister. Cathy, was also 

having a hard time. For a long time, she was 
afraid to sleep alone. After the bus crash, 
she was sent to stay with relatives in West 
Virginia. She had been allowed to see Carey 
in the hospital only for about three minutes. 
After a month, it was decided that Nancy 
Elmore. Woody Aurentz's mother, would 
move in with the Aurentzes to help care for 
Cathy while they focused their attention on 
Carey. 
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Carey also was strug-
gling with her emotions. 
including feelings of guilt 
over Emillie's death. 
Carey had heard a rumor 
(false) that Emillie died 
when she climbed back 
onto the bus looking for 
her. 
Carey once dreamed 

that Mahoney was 
driving a school bus to-
ward Emillie, who was 
standing in the road. 
Carey tried to warn Emil-
lie but couldn't speak. 
Then she tried to run to 
push Emillie to safety, but 
her leg fell off, and the bus ran over Emillie. 
Carey wondered whether she had pushed 

Emillie or others out of the way in her rush 
to get off the bus. When Emillie's mother 
visited her in the hospital. Carey felt bad 
because she had no recollection of seeing 
Emillie after the collision. although she had 
been talking to her moments before. 

Janet Aurentz recalls other questions and 
fears that Carey voiced after she returned 
home: What did I do to deserve this? Why 
did God let this happen". Why did 1 
survive? I'll grow up and nobody will ever 
want to love me. Nobody will ever want to 
marry me. 
Carey's parents arranged for her to see a 

therapist after she was released from the 
hospital, but after three or four sessions, 
Carey refused to go anymore. R wasn't until 
the following spring that she felt ready to 
see another therapist, although she did 
attend group counseling at school. 
Two new friends, Ciaran Foran and 

Debbie Stegmaier. helped Carey break out 
of her shell. 

Ciaran, another survivor of the crash, 
was in the room next to Carey's in the 
hospital burn unit. Later. they attended 
physical and occupational therapy together 
at Lakeview Rehabilitation Hospital in 
Elizabethtown. 

Before the collision, Carey and Ciaran 
had been friends of Emillie's, but they 
hadn't cared much for each other. Ciaran 
thought Carey was prissy: Carey thought 
Ciaran was unruly and rude. 

At Lakeview. they ate lunch together 
outside. The% talked about the reactions 
they'd get when they returned to school and 
about how their interests now differed from 
those of most teen-age girls. While others 
worried about what hair spray to use, Carey 
and Ciaran worried about burn dressings 
for their arms. They reminisced about 
Emillie. Sometimes they cried. 

I have a lot of 

friends to go to. But 

sometimes I feel 

kind of alone, and so 
I yo to people who 

were in the bus 

accident. They 

really 

understand.' " 

"I have a lot of friends 
to go to.'- Care. said. 
"But sometimes I tccl 
kind of alone. and so I go 
to people who .were to the 
bus accident. They really 
understand.'-

Debbie Stegmaier, a 
physical therapist. 
worked with Carew in the 
hospital and at Lakeview. 
She remembers meeting 
Carey in the burn unit 
during a dressing change. 
Stegmaier was cradling 
Carey's head. trying to 
console her, and Care. 
turned her head and said. 

"Debbie, don't ever leave me. You're the 
only one who won't hurt me." 

Tears rolled down Stegmaier's checks. 
and she said, "Carey. I won't." 
At Lakeview, Stegmaier and Carey talked 

during much of the four hours a day they 
spent together. Stegmaier helped Carey 
develop a more positive outlook. When a 
visitor referred to Carey's '-stump." Steg-
maier said. --We don't like to use the word 
stump." 
"1'm not a tree stump," Carey_ said. "1'm 

a shorter leg." 
Soon after the collision, Carey's parents 

had begun talking to her about returning to 
school in the £all, to give her a goal to strive 
for. On Aug. 22, 1988, she started ninth 
grade at North Hardin High School. 
Carey fretted about how her classmates 

would react — would they stare or make 
fun of her? She was still on crutches and had 
to wear a sweltering, skin-tight body stock-
ing called a pressure garment on her torso. 
arms and hands. It prevented raised scars 
from forming at the edges of grafts. She 
wore a beret to cover her bald head. Because 
ofa chronic infection, she had been hospi-
talized again just a week earlier to have skin 
grafted onto her scalp. 
The first day went smoothly. except when 

a boy tried to trip her in the hall. Carey 
retaliated by swinging a crutch at him. Her 
friends were supportive, and being in 
school was a healthy distraction. 

• 
Six months and two days after the bus 

crash. Carey walked her first halting steps 
while being• fitted for an artifictal leg at 
Commonwealth Prosthetics R Orthotics 
Inc. in Louisville. As usual. Carey was 
wearing a color-coordinated outfit: a black 
beret: black-white-and-turquoise emhror 
dered blouse: turquoise-and-white 1!enctl 
earrings: and turquoise eye shado••. 

She continued to he extreme!% sensitive 
about her looks. -1 month earlier. after tiny 
of Cathc s friends had stared at her. Carc% 
had refused to get out of the I;nnil. wan to 
help select a Halloween pumpkin. \nd at 
Lakeview. she had balked at doing (Inc of 
her exercises in front of a nurror. 
She watched inlentl\ as an employee 

fitted her right leg into a trial prosthesis that 
had been molded from a cast of her leg. It 
was too snug. because her leg was swollen. 

but after some adjustments. the boot-like 
device slid on. 
She practiced shifting her weight onto the 

artificial leg. then she stepped forward. first 
with her left foot and then with the right. 
while holding on to two metal rails. 

..It's just sort of weird," Carey said when 
someone asked how it felt. She let go of the 
rails and took several more steps. "I feel like 
I'm going to fall through," she said. 
"You're doing very good." president Don 

Dixon told her. Carey's lips curled into a 
smile. 

Later, as Dixon .wrapped her right leg 
with an Ace bandage- Carey said it felt as if 
he were tickling her missing foot. "I feel my 
foot!" she said excitedly. 

Five days later, Carey tried out the 
finished prosthesis and did well. It ap-
peared she would achieve her goal of 
walking by Christmas. 

But she wasn't able to wear the prosthesis 
regularly for another nine frustrating 
months. It rubbed off some of the thin, 
fragile skin on her leg, and she had to return 
to her crutches to give it time to heal. 
"Sometimes it makes me mad when 

people say you will be able to do everything 
[with a prosthesis]," she said the week 
before Christmas. "1 don't think anybody_ 
has the right to tell me it will get better... . 
I'm the one who has to wake up every 
morning with the reality." 
She wondered whether getting offthe bus 

alive was worth the price of her fool. 
-- People tell you it could be .worse. I could 
be blind. But things could tx better. too." 
The leg grew worse, with the skin break-

ing down in more places. Care% had devel-
oped a stubborn fungal tntection. In April 
1989. she returned to the hospital to have 
doctors stretch and stitch the remaining 
good skin over the open areas. But the leg 
didn't heal fulk until car. \UL-'USt. 

With her efforts to walk thwaricd. Care. 
decided to shed the ugly beige pressure 
gloves on her hands. 

"I was tired ofever%hody telling me what 
to do." she said. '-I .wanted some little part 
of me to be free and not be ruled by 
somchod\ telling rite \ fiat to do 

Con:m!rou >n Fargo 
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As the new school year 
approached last August. 
Carey's leg had finally 
healed enough for her to 
learn to walk with a pros-
thesis. The task was com-
plicated by a curvature of 
her spine that had dcvel-
oped because deep burns 
had damaged supporting 
muscles in her back. She 
had to concentrate on 
keeping her hips aligned 
as she walked. Just when 
Carey seemed to have 
hurdled all obstacles. she 
developed a blister at the 
bottom of her right leg 
three days before the start ofschooI, and her 
therapist told her she wouldn't be able to 
walk when school started the following 
Monday. But Carey was determined to go 
back to school looking normal. Sh_- told her 
mother she was going to walk regardless of 
what the therapist said. 
Almost miraculously. the blister healed 

b% Sunda% night. Care% walked on her 
artificial leg the enure first day of school, 
though she had never used it more than 15 
minutes at a time before then. 
When she strolled into typing class. her 

classmates applauded. 

" ̀What's really 

impressed me about 

the trauma of 

disaster is 

that it is not a 

single isolated 

event. 

It goes on and on 

and on. 

• 
It was just like '-show and tell." There 

was Carcy at school last month showing her 
skin grafts to her biology classmates as part 
of a presentation on skin regeneration. 

'This is what a sheet graft looks like." she 
said, holding up her soft. unblemished 
hands while walking around the room. "It 
looks just like regular skin." 
Qnl between the fingers. along the edges 

of gratis. is scarnng visible. She wore a 
short-sleeve shirt. which made it easy to 
display the mesh grafts on her forearms. 
Nu longer %%as Carc\ so insecure about 

her appearance. No longer was she so 
reluctart to talk openly about her experi-
ences since the bus crash_ She was joking 
about her nightmarish stay in the hospital. 

Preparing to staple plastic wrap onto a 
doll to simulate skin grafting. Carey an-
nounced that since she had no anesthesia. 
she would ha%e to use a "primitive meth-
od." Her friend Kiku Gaudioso then rapped 
a bottle over the doll's head. 

tam• of Carey's physical and emotional 
,cars have healed. 

Nut only has she mastered walking with 
her artificial Ire. but she also can do 
carmlicels and dance. and she is eager to 
Iearn to drne. 

"It doesn't feel like I'm 
wearing an artificial leg. It 
just feels like my leg." she 
said. She doesn't have to 
think about putting one 
foot in front of the other. 
"It's just part of me." In 
her dreams. she even pic-
tures herself with two 
fee[. 

Carey's humor has re-
turned, and the prosthesis 
has become a source of 
amusement. .At a recent 
'50s dance at school, an-
other student stepped on 
her rubber foot and 
apologized. 

"vo problem." Carey replied. "I can't 
feel a thing." 

Last month, while she and her family 
were staying at a motel in Virginia, the 
lights went out. Using a flashlight, Carey 
searched the floor for her leg. When the 
beam shone on it, she screamed in mock 
horror: "look at that. That's a leg there." 
Stegmaier said Carey has blossomed like 

..a lotus flower from the "very meek, 
introverted. quiet little girl" she was before 
the collision. "She's opening up really 
wide." 

"She's my crutch, and I'm her crutch," 
Ciaran said. "She's the most important 
person in my life right now." Ciaran called 
Carey on the first day of the Mahoney trial. 
--1 need your shoulder to cry on right now," 
Ciaran remembered saying. Carey came 
right over. 
The trial concluded a lot of things for 

Carev and the other survivors, said Probus, 
the school grief counselor. They relied on it 
to restore some sense of balance. she said. 
"As parents, we [each our children to be 

good. If you do something wrong, you're 
supposed to apologize.... You're pun-
ished. You're grounded, whatever." That's 
what the survivors were looking for. '-Ev-
erybody needed to see him (Mahoney) say. 
`1'm SOm',' and in a genuine way." 

.Although Carey was disappointed with 
Mahoney s 16-year prison sentence and was 
unconvinced by his dramatic courtroom 
apology, the trial's end has allowed her to 
move forward. 
She even has started expressing forgive-

ness of Mahoney. I think 1 have probably 
forgiven him." she said recently. She no 
longer feels a "clench-your-teeth" anger 
toward him. 

Probus said she viewed Carey's effort to 
talk about forgiving as "one of the best signs 
of emotional health and recov cry." 

Care-, said she has become more empa-

thetic and understanding of others. "I think 
I'm a better friend now. because t can see 
further than ... life's little things, like 
clothes or who's going out with who or 
who's boyfriend has cheated on her." She is, 
however, still interested in clothes, boys 
and "things that a 16-year-old is supposed 
to think about." 

"Since I've seen how the real world is ... 
before my time, like having to sit up on a 
stand and testify against somebody that's 
killed my best friend ... 1 think it made me 
grow up more and help me help people." 

Carey said the bus crash opened her eyes. 
"1 can appreciate life. I know that it's 
important to make good the time you have 
with people, because I know one day my 
parents won't be around or my grandmoth-
er won't be around. I've learned not to take 
people for granted. You never know what's 
going to happen tomorrow." 
The passage of time: medical care that, so 

far, has cost 5315,000; and Carev's hard 
work and determination have healed many 
of her wounds — but not all. She cannot 
run with her artificial leg. She has no feeling 
in the small of her back. And she probably 
will need to have a 14th operation this 
summer because the amputated bone is 
growing through the bottom of her leg. 
She is afraid to wear a skirt in public; it 

would reveal the prosthesis. "It's like I'm 
unmasked." Carey explained. "When 1 
have pants on and clothes on, it looks like a 
regular person walking down the street. I 
think I'm afraid of whai s underneath, and 
what people will think of me underneath. 
. - . I'm afraid that it will turn someone off." 
Ciaran said Carey particularly worries 

about turning off boys. "She thinks if a guy 
knows about her missing her foot, he'll 
run." 
Carey also has developed a fear of 

elevators. "I hate getting in elevators now. 
because it's claustrophobic." she said. "I'm 
afraid it will stop and I'll be stuck." 

She still has an occasional bizarre night-
mare. Recently, she dreamed she was back 
in the hospital and smiling nurses told her 
they had a surprise for her. Then they 
pulled off her sheet, and her other foot had 
been amputated. 

.And she has been disappointed that the 
tragedy of the bus crash seems to have had 
so little impact on attitudes toward drunk 
driving, especially the attitudes of the state 
legislators who refused to pass stricter laws 
against it this year. 

"I thought it would make a difference. 
and it probably has f'or some people," she 
said. "But some people are still going out 
and doing it. because you are still seeing it 
happen." 



"What's really impressed me about the 
trauma of disaster." said Probus, the grief 
counselor. "is that it is not a single isolated 
event. It goes on and on and on." 

• 

,among the stuffed animals and posters of 
cats and the musical group New Kids on the 
Block that decorate her bedroom, Carev 
keeps a group picture of her with Emillie, 
Ciaran and other friends at Kings Island. 
Every morning when she wakes up and 
every evening before bed, Carey looks at the 
photograph, which Allen Tennison, son of 
the First Assembly of God's pastor, had 
carried off the bus. 

"I► reminds me of the fun we had," Carev_ 
said. "it wasn't all bad." 
When she thinks about the bus trip now, 

she is more likely to cherish the joy of the 
amusement park than dwell on the horror 
of the collision. The smell of a car heater or 
cotton candy. or the sound of a song on the 
radio that she had heard on the bus. 
sometimes brings back memories, albeit 
faded. of that day. 
Without warning, tears sometimes flow 

when Carev thinks or talks about Emillie's 
death. But she also smiles at the memory of 
how she and Emillie compared the size of 
the wet spots they left .when they sat on a 
curb after being soaked during a water ride. 
On her bedroom door. Carev has hung a 

poster she was given in the hospital. It 
shows a kitten beside a nearly closed door. 
Its caption reads: -'When God closes one 
door. He opens another. --

The saying rings true for Carey. The onl' 
doors the bus crash closed for her were 
superficial ones. she said. "Like my foot's 
gone.... But everything else is still open. 
"You make your own limitations," she 

said. "I don't have any limitations." ❑ 

With a new artificial 

leg, above, Caret• can 

walk normally. She 

can even do cartwheels 

and dance. But she 

can't run, and she 

won't wear a skirt in 

public for fear her leg 

will turn someone off. 
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No 
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Fora limited time, 
enjoy our lean; tender 
White Castle Chicken 
Sandwich at a special 
price. 

Our chicken and fish 
sandwiches, onion 
chips/rings and 
french fries are 
prepared in 
cholesterol-free 
vegetable oil. 

We hope you'll 
agree that this 
moist chicken treat 

truly is the taste for all times! 

THE TASTE FOR ALL TIMES!. 
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The collection of 600 recipes in 
this cookbook spans five decades 
of Courier-Journal food editors 
— from 1936, when Marie 
Gibson's by-line first appeared, to 
the ever-popular Cissy Gregg to 
Elaine Corn. There's a lot of 
good eating in The Courier-
journal Kentucky Cookbook, 
and good reading. 

$9.49 
To order by mail, please add 
$2.00 for each book for shipping 
and handling. Kentucky and 
Indiana residents must also add 
479 sales tax for each book 
ordered. 
Make checks payable to The 
Courier-Journal. Mail to: 
Books Division 
The Courier-journal 
525 West Broadway 
Louisville, KY 40202 
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Hope 
rooted.. 

in 

Radcliff turns 
to* its children 

"As thy days, so shall thy 
strength be." 

— Deuteronomy 33:25 

By AI' Salvato 
Post staff reporter 

RADCLIFF — Grief is turn-
ing to strength in this deeply 
wounded community. 

And young people are leading 
the way. 

"We're not ready to wipe 
away our tears," said 15-year-
old Jackie Sandford, "but we're 
praying together and we'll get 
through this." 

Since the loss of 27 people — 
19 of them teen-agers and five 
pre-teens — in a fiery church 
bus wreck Saturday on Inter-
state 71 near 'Carrollton, Rad-
cliff's young people have rallied. 

Everywhere in Radcliff, it 
seems, they have left marks of 
courage — from lettered mes-
sage boards along the town's 
main street to black ribbons on 
front doors, from heartfelt po-
ems and letters to nearly $4,000 
in contributions to help griev-
ing families. 

The young people say they 
want their outpouring of 
strength to set the tone for a 
community service tonight for 
those killed and injured in the 
wreck. 
Mayor Joseph Hutcherson 

said the compassion of the 
young has captured the spirit of 
this community of about 20,000. 

Mi,mbers of the Coxey family of Vine Grove 
in the bus wreck. The Coxeys are, from 
th=ir mother; and Chastity, 13. 

He (believes the one-
hour-96r-vice, axpected to include Gov. 

N%allwe Wilkinson and other 
state and local officials, will 
soothe the community's pain. 

"ENerybody wants it. Every-
body needs it. And we expect it," 
h-- said. 

Flags throughout the slate. 
fbew at half -staffAoday to hon-

left, 

JOE NIUN$ON/The..<entucky POs; 

remember friends they lost ... 
Shane, 16; Tina, 14; Judy, 

ro th e memory of . those who 
died when.their bus was struck 
head-on by a" pickup truck 
heading the wrong direction on 
the interstate. 

The young people, most from 
the First Assembly of God 
Church in Radcliff, were half-

Please see RADCLIFF, 2K 
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Radcliff 
From Page 1K 

way home from an outing at Kings Island 
amusement park when the accident oc-
curred. 

Police say Larry Mahoney, 34, a chemical 
worker from Worthville in Carroll County, 
was driving drunk when his pickup 
slammed into the bus. 

The first funerals for crash victims were 
this morning for four girls who attended 
Radcliff Middle School: Mary Catherine 
Daniels, 14; Julie Ann Earnest, 12; Denise 
Ellen Voglund, 13, and Amy Wheelock, 14. 

Fourteen teens — many in critical condi-
tion — remain hospitalized, suffering from 
burns and respiratory damage from smoke 
inhalation. 

At the Wednesday night service at First 
Assembly of God, Pastor W. Don Tennison 
said he immediately was struck by the spir-
it of the community's young people when 
he drove into Radcliff Wednesday. 

"Our Hearts Bleed For Our Town," read 
one message posted by the youths. 

At North Hardin High School, where 
three of the 27 victims attended, another 
message read, "Pray For The Students, 
Families, Community. Pray." 

Wednesday afternoon, James Lake, 22, 
posted a message at one restaurant that 
read: "A Precious Loss To All Of Us." 

"That's how I feel. Everyone wants to do 
something," Lake said. 

"I gained strength from the warmth and 
love of my young brothers and sisters," 
Tennison told his congregation Wednesday 
night. 

He waved dozens of letters of hope to the 
church from youngsters. 

The one written by Elisha Belcher of 
Auburn said: "I hope you all feel better 
from what I say. I hope you see them (the 
victims) soon." 

At Radcliff Middle School, a weary prin-
cipal, Charles Jones, said students have in-
spired him to remain strong. Sixteen of his 
students died in the wreck. 

"We've told them about dying and how 
we must go on living. They understand," he 
said. "I know we're all putting on a tremen-
dous facade. Each of us must meet crisis in 
our own ways." 

uutisrue dunes, orrice nangs a poem writ-
ten by student Karl Knight for Mary Cath-
eryn Daniels, her best friend. Jones said no 
student or teacher passed the office with-
out pausing to read the poem, entitled "In 
Loving Memory Of Mary": 

Mary was my best friend. 
She was always there and always near. 
We laughed and cried together for many 

different reasons. 
.lt"doesn't seem memories .will ever be 

enough ;to fill the space Mary left. 
giA eve' rything has changed now, just as 

with the seasons. 

-And Mary is gone ... gone to Jesus. 
Less than a mile from the middle school, 

Chasity Coxey, 13, her sister, Tina, 14, and. 
brother, Shane, 16, placed 27 American flags' 
and a wooden cross Wednesday afternoon 
on their front lawn. 

Each of. the teens was a classmate to one 
or more of those who died last week. 

"The flags say we care, and our hearts go 
out to them," said Shane, who attends 
North Hardin High. 

};e \ 
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church bus as' he testified yesterday in Carrollton. 

-,k hit 
Aho iiey, s, P uP gas tank-of chch bus, 

cimhln: vesfigatOr says, 
By BILL WERONKA 
Staff Writer 

CARROLLTON; Ky. — Larry. Mahon-
:' ey's pickup actually struck the fuel tank 
",. of the. church ;bus that subsequently ex-

ploded: in flames,, an accident reconstruc-
tionist •testified yesterday during. Mahon-
„ ey's'bus-crash murder trial in Carroll Cir-

cult. Court: . 
'4 J'4 Kentticky''State 'Police. Trooper Henry 
';"Sonny". Cease, who .reconstructed trie 

:for,the;:pros•cuflbri,: said the ini-accident 
' tiul :collsioniiear the .front of , the ,bus n. 
'zpustied'the" leaf-spring as$e1y ,.; .part• 
of the,;front"suspension -= ;into the,fuel 
tank That:caused -a 41/z•incti'gash,in the 
right side of ' the, nearly full 60--gallon 

•'.tank: , . ., ; ... -
Then, as ,the . pickup bega nt t6- spin 

clockw6s add tear a 12V2- g 

ently :than the way Sonny testified." 
Mahoney, 36,' is charged with 27 counts 

of murder, 12 counts of assault, 42 counts . 
of wanton endangerment and one count 
of driving while intoxicated. 
He is accused of driving drunk the 

wrong way on Interstate 71 on May 14, 
1988, and hitting the Radcliff First As- . 
sembly of God church' bus . head-on. 
Twenty-four • children.:,and three4 adults, 
died and 12 children were seriously •in- 
Jured in the ensuing blaze. 
-Cease testified for nearly seven„hours ' 

yesterday;:recounting;histparticipati: •• 
the•!crash: scene arid ' detailidg the meth gn+at-
ods and'evidence-he used to reconstruct 
the 'accident. 

After being called to the scene imme- . 
diately after the crash, Cease.. said;.he 

:••began interviewing: those 'Involved, and 
J. collecting evidence. That included sever- 

al hundred of the 1,096 'photographs tak-
en.during the investigation: A, videotape 
of the scene also was made :that night 
and shown to the jury yesterday. 

It showed various angles . of the 'bus 
{, and- pickup; and the loading of. the bus 
onto a flatbedilruck with a crane. The 
bus; with the 27 dead still aboard, was 
taken to the National Guard Armory in -
Carrollton. 
Once at the armory, Cease said, he as= 

sisted the state's medical -examiner;.Dr. 

See TROOPER 
PAGE 3, col..6, this section 

:the right side the bus,. part 'of -the pick-
up's.steering assembly hit the fuel tank 
and pushed it• bi ckwardabout 28- inches. 
The truck's contact with the fuel tank 

could '.'possibly" have_ contributed to the 
, fire,' Assistapt Attorney: General Paul • 
! Richwalsky J`r. special prosecutor in the 
case,. 'said after.•court recessed for the 
day 
One of Mahoney's attorneys, Jack Hil• 

debrand; said '*tie was surprised by the 
1' information: -
" • "It's the first-I've heard -of It ,"-he Bald: 
q--haven't `r67d"that anywhere. But:our 

•expert has the:accident happening differ• 

TUESDAY . DECEMBER 5, 1989 B 3 

'Trooper says truck; 
hit bus's gas tank 
Continued from Page B I 

George Nichols, in :counting the 
dead and marking each body's posy 
tion aboard the bus as it was re-
moved, 
Cease showed the court a chart of 

the bodies' positions on trie °' bus. 
Some were only feet from the'rea'r 
exit; some were piled three-deep op 
top of -each other. The first • bodies 
removed were those of Crystdl vhe' 
and Sandy brewer. Both werejouna 
draped over a seat—back,:,, bout 
three seats from the rear eft W. on 
the . right side of the bus. :; • ; 

Last removed was the' body of 
Chuck Kytta, the church's 14outh 
leader. He was found lyingi acro4s 
the driver's seat..` r4 r; 

Cease • said- it .took aboutr•nine 
hours to remove all the bodies. 
• Victims'. family members f̀in the 
courtroom cringed at some &%l p,hlc 
descriptions from Cease,- but;-,they 
dould not .. see the chart beMse it 
faced .away: from them and."! owarit 
the'Jury, 

t. 



Cease testified that the a•c•lden't 
occurred as Mahoney traveled north 
in the passing lane of the twQ soutp•: 
bound lanes. The bus, also traveling 
in the passing lane, veered left just 
before impact and the right front Qf 
Mahoney's pickup hit the right: front 
of the. bus, Cease said. 

c As Mahoney's pickup began tear-
i , Ing down the right side of the bus; 

the truck's rear end began -turning 
clockwise and .hit a 1977 Cadillac 
traveling- beside the bus in the -slow 
lane, Cease said. -The left' rear of 
Mahoney's pickup left the ground 
and' hit the. Cadillac behind the rear, 
door on the driver's side, clli birig 
up and over the Cadillac. and.,knock- 
Ing out the. rear window; 
The Cadillac then began -:tutnirig 

counterclockwise, spinning in front ` 
of , the bus; across the medlaA and 
into the northbound lanes= before 
coming to a stop. 

Richwalsky said ' after- the court 
session that the Cadillac did not col, 
llde with the bus. 
Cease said the crash was re-cri; 

ated on the Wednesday night after 
the crash using a. similar bus aqd 
pickup truck. The two did not col-
lide, but Cease used ififorihatidn 
from the re-enactment to determine 
that the pickup could be seen, from 
the bus about 450 feet aheas4,, add.- 
with both traveling between.$ acid 
55 mph, the bus driver, Johp Pear-
man, had only 2.5 seconds to react 
before the collision. 
Pearman applied the brakK ,'and 

the bus skidded 120 feet, but there 
was no evidence that Mahoney ever 
applied his brakes, Cease saiq. 
The tread on the bus's react tires 

was % inch, the minimum required 
by the state, Cease said. Dar" a to 
the front tires was so severe tflat he 
could " not make a determinatign 
about them, he said. Also, thp, gasp-
line cap on the fuel tank was not 
standard, he said, but he did not 
elaborate. 

Overall, Cease said, he. Left the 
mechanical condition of all Ahr@e 
vehicles had nothing to do with the 
crash. 

n h 
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Scrap older buses,. 
crashpr ers. urge 
National board completes investigation of 
by Adam Condo 
Kentucky Post Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The National 
Transportation Safety Board recom-
mends that states phase out school bus-
es built before federal safety standards 
took effect in 1977. 

Some 77,000 school buses nationwide 
would be affected by the phase-out, 22 
percent of those now in use, according 
to the board's staff. One difference in 
the older buses is the lack of a cage 
around fuel tanks to protect against 
fire. 

The recommendation was one of 16 
made Tuesday as the safety board ends 
its 10-month investigation into the 

2K The Kentucky Post, Wednesday, M 

I drunken driving laws in Ken-
tucky and the state Board of Ed-
ucation, which buys buses for 
public school districts in Ken-
tucky, revised its standards for 

From Page 1K buses. 

Bus 

church bus tragedy near Carrollton, 
Ky., last May 14. The recommendations 
are aimed at making private and public 
buses safer and at keeping drunks from 
driving. 

The board recommended that 
churches and private groups which buy 
buses from school districts purchase 
only vehicles built under the 1977 stan-
dards. 

The church bus that erupted in 
flames after being struck by a pickup 
truck in Carroll County was a former 
school bus built just before the regula-
tions took effect April 1, 1977. Twen-
ty-seven people died in the Carroll 
County crash. 

The board also urged the National 

A youth group from the First 
Asserbly of God Church in Rad-
cliff was returning from Kings 
Island when its bus was struck 
by a pickup truck coming the 
wrong way on Interstate 71 just 
west of Carrollton. 

The bus erupted into flames, 
and 27 people, most of them 
teen-agers trapped in the bus, 
died from smoke inhalation. 

The driver of the pickup 
truck, Larry W. Mahoney, 35, of 
Worthville, was intoxicated, ac. 
cording to state police. His trial 
on charges of murder, wanton 
endangerment, assault, and 
lirunken driving is to begin in 
,lovember. 

James L. Kolstad, acting 
board chairman, told reporters 
Immediately after the hearing 
,,hat the CarroiitorT 
"one of the most influential acci-
dents we've ever investigated." 

The fiery crash riveted the na-
tion's attention on school bus 
safety and drunken driving. Con-
gressional hearings were held on 
bus safety, Gov. Wallace Wilkin. 
son appointed a commission to 
examine bus standards and 

Barry M. Sweedler, director of 
the national safety board's Bu. 
reau of Safety Programs, said 
that while Kentucky had made 
considerable progress in battling 
drunken driving, "more needs to 
be done." 

The safety board pointed out 
that the number of alcohol-relat-
ed highway fatalities has begun 
to rise after initially falling off 
following passage of a tougher 
law in 1984. 

"The continuing high number 
of fatal alcohol-involved crashes 
in Kentucky and nationwide 
points to a need for greater ac-
tion ...," said the board. 

The national safety board rec-
ommended that Kentucky re-

view its drunken driving law to 
ensure that people charged with 
alcohol-related offenses are not 
allowed to plea-bargain to reduce 
the charge to an offense unre-
lated to alcohol. 

Moreover, the board asked 
the state to amend its laws to 
prohibit the reduction or elimi-
nation of a license penalty if the 
convicted offender enrolls in an 
education or treatment program. 

Carrollton tragedy 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
to stiffen its standards on school bus 
exits, provide more protection for buses 
in "severe crash" situations, and up-
grad,• its standards on flammability of 
school bus interiors. 

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration has not changed its 
flammability standards for school bus-
es since 1972. 

The board urged Kentucky to expand 
its field sobriety tests to detect drunken 
drivers, increase its use of breath tests, 
and expand the use of sobriety check-
points by state police and local law-en-
forcement officials. 

The safety board reiterated an 
earlier recommendation to the 
state that it follow the lead of 23 
other states and revoke the driv-
er's licenses of those refusing a 
chemical test for alcohol or who 
test above the limit. 

Wilkinson has submitted a 
legislative package to the Ken-
tucky General Assembly that in-
cludes provisions for suspending 
the driver's license of someone 
who fails a blood-alcohol test or 
who refuses to take such a test. 
Kentucky law presumes a mo-
torist drunk if he has a blood-al-
cohol level of 0.10 percent. 

Micky Sadoff, national presi-

dent of Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving, sat in on the safety 
board meeting and said after-
ward the board dwelled too 
much on the safety problems 

and not enough on drunken driv-
ing. 

"In that crash, it was the 
drunk driver who was the pre-
cipitating factor. If he had not 

been driving the wrong way, 27 
lives would be here today," Ms. 
Sadoff said of the Carrollton 

crash. 

Please see BUS, 2K 
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Safety board recommendations 

TO ALL STATES 
■ Propose legislation setting a date for phasing out use of school buses built prior 

to 1977, the year new federal safety standards went into effect. 

■ Review drunken-driving legislation and its effect. 

TO THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 
■ Upgrade flammability standards for school buses to reduce the rate at which fire 

spreads. 
■ Apply the same exit requirements to school buses that are in effect for other 

buses. 
■ Revise standards to provide additional protection for school buses in ''severe 

crash" situations. 

TO THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
■ Do a demonstration project to determine the effectiveness of installing additional 

"wrong way" signs on iriterstates. 
TO KENTUCKY 

■ Expand the use of sobriety checkpoints by state police and encourage their use 
by local police. 

■ Expand the use of breath tests and field sobriety tests. 
■ Ensure that no one charged with driving under the i7,;luence is allowed to 

plea-bargain chat charge to a non-alcohol offense. 

■ Renew state efforts to encourage citizens to participate in the ''Report a Problem 
Intoxicated Driver" program. 

■ Enact legislation automatically revoking the license of a driver who refuses a 
chemical test or who tests above the legal blood-alcohol level. 

TO CHURCHES AND OTHER PRIVATE GROUPS 
■ Purchase only used school buses that meet the federal school bus standards 

imposed in 1977. 



Truck driver 
'could face 
electric chair 
By Crystal Harden 
and Omer W. Johnson 
Kentucky Post staff reporters 

Carroll County Common-
wealth Attorney John Ackman 
said he will seek the death pen-
alty against Larry Mahoney, the 
truck driver who crashed into a 
church bus Saturday night near 
Carrollton. 
Ackman charged Mahoney, 

34, of Rt. 1, Worthville, with 27 
counts of murder Monday after 
blood tests showed that Maho-
ney was drunk at the time of 
the fiery accident that killed 27 
.passengers on the bus and in-
jured-at least 40. 

Carroll County District Judge 
'Stanley Billingsley signed an 
order for Mahoney's arrest 
Monday afternoon. State police 
served Mahoney with the war-
rants at 4:25 p.m. at Humana 
Hospital-University of Louis-
ville, where he is in serious con-
dition. 

` -- Billingsley • denied bond, and' • 
ordered a guard posted at his 
door. Mahoney will be arraigned 
within 24 hours of release from 
the. hospital, Billingsley said. 
Ackman said he filed the 

capital murder charges because 
of the aggravating circum-
-stances involved in the wreck. 

The victims, mostly teen-a-
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gers, were members of the First 
Assembly of God Church in 
Radcliff who were returning 
from a day at Kings Island 
north of Cincinnati. 

"The circumstances sur-
rounding his driving behavior 
on the evening of the accident, 
the fact people were killed and 
the fact that innocent victims 
were involved" led to the char-
ges, Ackman said. 
Ackman said he will present 

the charges to the Carroll Coun-
ty Grand Jury June 6. 

Each of the 27 complaints 
against Mahoney says he "wan-
tonly operated his vehicle 
(with) extreme indifference to 
human life." 
Mahoney was driving the 

wrong way on Interstate 71 
when his pickup truck slammed 
into the church bus about 6 

A team of 10 officials from 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board has been working 
with state police since Sunday 
Investigating the accident. 

The truck hit the right front 
section of the bus. The impact 

miles south of Carrollton 
around 11 p.m. Saturday, police 
said. Tests revealed that Maho-
ney had a blood-alcohol level of 
0.24 percent, police said. Under 
Kentucky law, a person is pre-
sumed intoxicated with a 
blood-alcohol level of 0.10. 

Police are not releasing in-
formation about why Mahoney 
was driving the wrong way or 
how fast he was going. 

Capt. Neal Brittain said state 
police do not plan to release de-
tails about the wreck until the 
investigation is complete. State 
police investigators talked to 
Mahoney Monday, but would 
not say whether he gave a state-
ment concerning the accident. 
Police also spent several hours 
on I-71 measuring skid marks 
and otherwise examining the 
accident scene. 

The bus burst into flames 
when fuel from the ruptured 
gasoline tank ignited shortly 
after impact with the truck. Po-
lice loaded the charred wreck-
age of the bus — with victims 

aboard — onto a flatbed trac-
tor-trailer and took it to the 
Kentucky National Guard Ar-
mory in Carrollton. Dr. George 
Nichols, Kentucky medical ex-
aminer, and a team of doctors 
spent most of Sunday removing 
bodies from the wreck and try-
ing to identify victims by dental 
and medical records. 

Nichols said all the people 
died from smoke inhalation. 
None had life-threatening inju-
ries, and all burns were suffered 
after they had died, Nichols 
said. He said the victims proba-
bly would have survived if the 
bus had not burst into flames. 

"I found no evidence of inca-
pacitating injuries — never 
mind lethal injuries — on any 
of the bodies," he said. 

of the crash pushed the gaso-
line tank backward about 26 
inches and ripped a 3-inch. gash 
in the tank, said Joseph T. Nall, 
a member of the transportation 
safety board. 

As the wreckage dragged 135 
feet down the highway, sparks 
ignited leaking gas, causing the 
fire, said Alan M. Pollock, a 
spokesman for the transporta-
tion safety board. 

Investigators with the safety 
board are trying to determine 
whether installation of a pro-
tective cage for the gasoline 
tank could have prevented the 
fire. The converted school bus 
,did not have the protective de-
vice, Nall said. 

Federal regulations, which 
took effect in 1977, called for, 
among other safety measures, 
stronger sheet metal in the bus-
es, stricter window glass stan-
dards and additional protection 
for gas tanks and fuel lines. 

The church bus was a 1977 
Ford. However, buses manufac-

tured before the standard took 
effect could still be sold after 
the standard applied. Nall said 
officials from the Ford Motor 
Co. plan to come to Carrollton 
to help determine exactly when 
the chassis was built. 

The gas tank, on the right 
side of the bus behind the dou-
ble doors, was secured by two 
straps. Upon impact with the 
truck, the tank moved back-
ward so that it was hanging by 
only one strap, Nall said. Inves-
tigators don't know what ripped 
the gas tank. 

Federal investigators also are 
looking at conditions of the 
highway and Mahoney's actions 
in determining what effect they 
had on the crash, Nall said. Ma-
honey refused to talk to federal 
investigators Monday. 

Nall said samples of Maho-
ney's blood tests will be sent the 
Center of Toxicology in Utah, 
along with samples from the 
bus driver and passengers. Nall 
said the procedure is routine in 



investigations by the transpor-
tation safety board. 

In other developments Mon-
day. 
■ Nall said the site of the im-

pact was about 200 feet long, 
and that the bus driver tried to 
brake. After impact with the 
truck, the bus traveled about 135 
feet before stopping: The truck 
traveled about 80 feet backward. 

■ Federal investigators are 
looking at the capacity of the 
bus to determine whether the 
vehicle was overcrowded. The 
bus was designed for 67 people 
— three in each of the 22 seats 
and one bus driver. Authorities 
have heard that as many as 68 
or 69 people were on the bus, he 
said. 
a Nall said the rear door of 

the bus was working. 

■ The safety board investiga-
tion could take as long as 10 
months. Investigators may take 
the bus to Washington, D.C., to 
continue the investigation. 

Thousands rely 
on unsafe buses 
By William Weathers 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

Thousands of Americans 
ride daily on buses that lack 
modern safeguards designed to 
prevent gasoline fires and ex-
plosions. 

Children ride such buses to 
school and many people rely on 
them for transportation to 
church every Sunday. Often, the 
adults In. charge of using the 
vehicles are unaware of the lack 
of safety features, c 

Such shortcomings on older 
buses are coming to light fol-
lowing the fiery wreck Saturday 
night near Carrollton of a First 
Assembly of God Church bus 
from Radcliff. Twenty-seven 
children and adults perished 

aboard the 1977 Ford bus when 
it was struck head-on by a pick-
up truck and burned, 

The bus, which the Radcliff 
church had purchased from the 
Meade County public schools, 
apparently was one of the last 
buses manufactured before fed-
eral standards required safer 
fuel systems. 

National Transportation 
Safety Board agents who exam-
ined the vehicle said Monday 
that it did not have the kind of 
protective cage — in place 
around the gasoline tank — re-
quired on school buses manu-
factured in the past decade. The 

Please see BUSES, 6K 
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cages must withstand a broad-
side blow of up to 4,000 pounds 
at 30 mph and not leak more 
than one ounce on impact and 
no more than five ounces each 
five minutes after that or meet 
the same requirements if the 
bus hits a fixed barrier at 30 
mph. 

Unprotected tanks are simply 
mounted under the chassis by 
metal brackets that hold them 
in place. The protected tanks 
are surrounded with various 
types of steel devices, including 
steel straps and steel frames 
made of angle-irons, to guard 
them from rupture. 

Ironically, government and 
business experts on school and 
church buses-agree that Ken-

tucky, where the wreck is focus-
ing attention -on bus safety, has 
school buses among the safest 
anywhere. 

Kentucky schools purchase 
buses together through the 
state, buying 400 to 600 at a time 
and demanding that their buses 
be built to exacting specifica-
tions. 

Most buses used daily by 
Kentucky schools were manu-
factured after 1977, when more 
stringent safety standards be-
gan to apply. As these buses get 
older, schools sell them. Church 
members buying the older buses 
may have been unaware of the 
lack of gas tank protection. 

Calvary Baptist Church .in, 
Covington has a fleet of seven 
or eight buses, two of which 
were manufactured before 1977. 
One of the buses is a 1969 model 
and the other a 1973, said Bob 
McConnell, church business ad-
ministrator. McConnell said he 
did not know whether those two 
buses were equipped with safe-
guards for their gas tanks. 

"If it's a problem, it's not a 
problem we are aware of," 
McConnell said. "But certainly 
we would check it and want to 
see if it is safe." 

The buses are used to trans-
port pupils to Calvary Christian 
School and Calvary Baptist 
Church. Buses undergo an in-
spection at the beginning of the 
school year and are subject to 
maintenance throughout the 
year. 

"We're real picky about the 
buses because we're hauling 300 
students to school," McConnell 
said. 

Erlanger Baptist Church 
bought a 40-passenger bus in 
1973, but replaced the chassis 10 
years later, said Ruey Newsom, 
chairman of the church trans-
portation committee. He said 
'the new chassis has a protective 
device around the gasoline 
tank. 

"It's got every safety feature 
you would ever want on it," 
Newsom said.-"I don't know 
what else we could do. We 
maintain all the safety stan-
dards that everybody else re-
quires." 

Macedonia Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Covington owned 
two used school buses several 
years ago but then bought new 
vans, said the Rev. Joseph Garr, 
the church's pastor. Churches 
often buy used school buses be-
cause they are cheaper than 
purchasing new vans, he said. 

That's why about 10 churches 
each year become customers of 
Taylor Bus Sales in the Western 
Kentucky city of Murray. Gary 
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Cili Amid the flames, smoke and' 
screams of the terrified and 
trapped, Jesse saw Jaime,`a 
sophomore at Meade County 
High School, stand tall. 

"Kids were -piled up on top of 
one another," Jesse said. 

"Jaime was grabbing them 
and pushing them out the back. 
Maybe 15 of them," he said. "I 
lost count." 

"Some of them were uncon= 
scious, and some were on fire," 
said church pastor W. Don Ten-
nison. "He stayed in there for a 
long time." 

Jaime then jumped' to safety-
and ran to one side of the bus to 
try to help others inside.-. 

He broke out several windows 
and pulled several friends to 
safety. 

"All we could do was watch 
him,". Jesse said. "He was hol-
lering and trying to get :them 
out" 

At the hospital hours later, 
Jesse thanked his friend for the 
heroics. 

With his hand -on-Jesse's 
shoulder, Jaime said, "It's OK." 

Seconds after the bus burst 
into flames after a head-on col-
lision on Interstate 71 near Car-
rollton, Ky., the quiet, lanky , 
Hardesty snatched his friend by 
the arm. 
. Jesse remembers seeing oth-
er friends inside the bus gasp-
ing for air and some with skin 
singed. . 

"I remember (youth minis-
ter)'Chuck Kytta hollering, ̀ You 
get out! I can't make it. I'm go-
ing home to be with the Lord: " 

Jaime kicked open the back 
door and. pushed Jesse out to 
safety. - 

"I didn't want him to die," 
Hardesty said in a hushed voice. 
"I just wanted to get him out." 

Jaime, who suffered minor 
burns on both arms, is an active 
member of the church's teen 
group called Living In Fdith 
Eternally and the Royal Rang-
ers, a church-run. scouting 
group. 
On the ground, Jesse turned 

to see Hardesty reach for an-
other friend, then another. 
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By SCOTT THURM 
Staff Writer 

School-bus sa } aL 

The church bus that burned after a 
head-on crash in Carroll County Saturday 
night was among the last built .without a 
protective cage around its'fuel tank — and 
was a model that is still in use in school 
districts across Kentucky. 
The fuel tank ruptured after the 11-

year-old bus was hit by a pickup truck, 
and the 27 people who died were killed by 
smoke from the resulting fire. The bus ap-
parently was built before federal regula- 
tions took effect in 1977 requiring a pro-' 
tective steel cage around fuel tanks of 
school buses. 
The question of the tank is one of many 

raised by the accident about the design, 
regulation and operation of school buses, 
according to industry experts, government 

Continued from Page One 

ty of North Carolina. 
' - In fact, more people were killed in Satur-
day's crash than died in all school buses 
.nationwide in 1986. 
No child has died in a Kentucky school 

bus since a 1958 accident that killed 27 peo-
ple in Floyd County, said Jim Parks, spokes-
man for the state Department of Education. 

But Waller said many of the factors that 
account for the safety of school buses — 
they tend to travel at low speed, during 
daylight and on weekdays — were not true 
when the church bus heading south on In-
terstate 71 collided head-on with a pickup 
truck. 
. Here's a look at some of the special fac-
tors involved in the crash: 

® Fuel tank. The bus was not equipped 
with a metal cage surrounding its gas tank, 
said Joseph Nall, a member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board, which is in-
vestigating the accident. 

Federal regulations require school buses 
.with chassis made after April 1, 1977, to 
have such cages and to use metal — rather 
than rubber — piping for all fuel lines. 

Nall could not say whether the bus in-
Volved in Saturday's accident was built be-
fore the rules took effect. 
The Radcliff bus was registered by the 

Meade County schools May 12, 1977, sug-
gesting that its chassis was built before 
:April 1 that year. 

Neither of the companies that manufac-
tured the bus could say yesterday whether 
it was built before or after the new rules. 

"I couldn't speculate about what specifics 
might apply to this bus until we know the 
date of manufacture," said Larry King, cor-
porate counsel for Sheller Globe Corp., Su-
perior's parent company. Superior stopped 
making buses In 1981. _ 

Survivors of Saturday's crash said the 

•i` yestjone( agar 
officials and surviving passengers. 
Among the other questions: 

U With three people to'each of the 22 
liench seats,. was•the bus too crowded? 

N Would seat belts have prevented pas-
sengers from being thrown Into the aisle 
upon impact = keeping .it clear for an 
easier escape? 

M With -a center aisle less than a foot 
wide and one emergency exit in the rear, 
were there adequate ways out for 67 peo-
ple? 

O Might toxic fumes from burning seat 
cushions have contributed to the death 
toll? 

The bus, a 1977 Superior with a Ford 
chassis, was bought by Radcliff's First As-
sembly of God * church from the Meade 
County school system last year. 

State officials said yesterday that there 
are 376 other 1977 Superiors.— all bought 
through a statewide contract — still used 
by Kentucky schools. Sixty of those are in 
Jefferson County, said John Wilhoit, direc-
tor of transportation for the Jefferson 
County public schools. 
And no one knows how many others 

might be in use by churches or other 
groups. 
The accident comes amid a national de-

bate over the safety of school buses, in-
cluding a review by scientists ordered by' 
Congress. 

Generally, school buses are "an exceed• 
ingly safe form of transportation," said Pa-
tricia Waller, associate director of the 
Highway Research Center at the Universi-

See ACCIDENT 
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fire appeared to start on the front right side 
of the bus, where the fuel tank was located. 

Nall said there was a three-inch gash on 
the front side of the tank. The impact of the 
crash pushed the tank back 26 inches and 
off one of the two straps that secured it to 
the underside of the bus. 
The fuel-tank rule was part of the only 

comprehensive package of regulations ever 
imposed on school buses. Other rules re-
quired stronger roofs• and body joints, as 
well as taller seats with better padding. it 
The improvements have made buses 

safer, the National Transportation Safety 
Board found in a study last year. The study 
analyzed 43 crashes between 1983 and-1986 
Involving buses with the extra safety fea-
tures, and found that less than 4 percent of 
the passengers were hurt seriously, said 
Ted Lopatkiewicz, a spokesman for the 
board. 

M Crowding. It was unclear yesterday 
whether the bus was carrying more people 
than permitted. Police reported that there 
were 66 passengers on the bus, and Wilhoit 
said the Jefferson County schools consider 
that figure the bus's capacity. 

But survivors told of severe crowding 
that forced some people to sit partly in the 
aisle; survivors also told of at least two peo-
ple who were sleeping in the aisle — which 
is just under one foot wide — at the time of 
the accident. 

Nall said Investigators would examine 
whether it is realistic to expect three peo-
ple of high school age or older to sit in one 
of the bus's seats. 
.With fire blocking the front door, passen-

gers headed toward the rear emergency 
exit. That's the only emergency door on 
Jefferson County's buses of the same mod-
el, Wilhoit said. 
He said state specifications for the buses 

require that the windows and frames push 
out to provide an emergency escape, but 
survivors said they couldn't push out the 
windows Saturday night. 

King, the counsel for Sheller . Globe, 
would not discuss the safety features of the 
bus without knowing its exact model. 
■ Seat belts. Conditions on the bus have 

become part of a national debate over 
whether school buses ought to have seat 
belts. One argument is that belts might have 
kept the passengers from being thrown, al-
lowing a more orderly escape; another says 
belts might have delayed some children's 
escape. 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-

ministration, which sets regulations for mo-
tor vehicles, has no standard or guideline 
for how quickly a bus is supposed to be 
evacuated, said Ralph Hitchcock, director 
of the office of vehicle safety standards. 

O Seat cushions. Flammable seat cush-
ions may have contributed to the fire and 
produced toxic fumes that helped kill some 
passengers, according to critics of federal 
regulations. 
"There would have been nothing to burn 

if that foam weren't there," said William 
Bainbridge, a former school superintendent 
and president of a Columbus, Ohio, re-
search firm. 

Federal regulations require school buses 
to have seat cushions that are as flame-
resistant as those required for cars. But 
'Sam Cole, a safety officer with the Center 
for Auto Safety, said the cushions in cars 
"bum like a paper towel." 

Cole also said the standards for cushions 
in buses should be higher because it takes 
longer to evacuate.-

Survivors reported seeing burning seats 
and said the bus filled with smoke that 
smelled similar to burning rubber. 
However, Hitchcock, the federal official, 

said the flammability standard for bus 
cushions is "fairly stringent" and has not 
been a problem in previous accidents. How-
ever, he said, "When you get gasoline in-

46.. 



volved, It's just a different ball game." 
Nall said blood from people killed in the 

crash will be tested for toxic chemicals. 
Another issue raised by the accident is 

the lack of regulation or inspections in Ken-
tucky of old school buses that have passed 
.Into private hands. Most states do not have 
such inspections. 

In Kentucky,' there are random inspec-
tions by state officials, but there is no 
scheduled inspection, program. 

"There's never been very much request 
for'it_as far as I know;' said Steve Reeder, 
general counsel for the state Transportation 
Department. 
However, Nall said the safety board is 

concerned about the lack, of standards for 
buses that were built before 1977 and are 
now privately operated. And he said the 
board might make •recommendations on the 
subject. 

California has been inspecting privately 
owned, former school buses since 1965, said 
C.S. Allen, commander of the motor carrier 
section for the state Highway Patrol. In-
spectors check on maintenance and repairs 
of every old school bus in the state once 
every 13 months, Allen said. 
Although the program is considered pri-

marily educational, he said the Highway 
Patrol has'lodged court cases against sever-
al organizations with persistent violations. 

California expanded its regulations to 
cover any bus on which students are trans-
ported for 'a school activity after a 1976 
accident killed 29 people near Martinez, 
Calif. 
The maintenance of the Radcliff bus.does 

not appear to. have been a factor in the 
death toll Saturday night. 
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By DAVID GOETZ and DAVID CAZARES 
Staff Writers 

RADCLIFF, Ky. — Nobody played bas-
ketball before class yesterday on the court 
outside Radcliff Middle School. In the halls, 
the children were quiet. 
A girl sobbed in a stairwell; another, 

head down, walked down the hall, wrapped' 
in the arm of a counselor. 

"Basically, we're not talking," said 
eighth-grader Anita Ardisson. "We're just' 
crying." 
Except for the families of the dead, per-

haps no one in Radcliff lost as much in 
Saturday's fiery crash of a First Assembly 
of God church bus as the students at Rad-
cliff Middle School. 

Sixteen of their friends and classmates 
left school Friday afternoon and didn't 
come back Monday morning. Thirteen of 
them were in the eighth grade. 
"Sometimes you have to look to your 

friends and the Lord for comfort," said 
Radcliff Principal Charlie Jones, his voice 
buzzing over the intercom. "We're going to 
talk about it and use our feelings. Let's 
make this day as happy and memorable as 
possible. Our friends are gone; we must 
work and remember them. But let's make 
sure, today, we take care of the living." 
A few miles away at North Hardin Coun-

ty High School, the toll was four. Among 
them were some of Johnny Sweet's friends. 

"It's sad," said the 18-year-old junior. "So 
many gone at one time." 

His classmates were quiet as they en-
tered the building. A teacher who stood out-
side said that although classes were sched-
uled she would do whatever the students 
wanted to do. "If they want to talk, we'll 
talk." 
Kay Sharon, director of community relA-

tions for the Hardin County school system, 
said administrators decided Sunday that it 
would be more helpful to the students not 
to cancel yesterday's classes. "We felt that 
they needed an opportunity to express their 
grief and their feelings," she said. 

Radcliff seventh-grader Tiffany Bennett 
agreed with that decision, saying that com-
ing to school means "everybody can face it, 
rather than keep it inside." 

Radcliff teacher Pat McKinney said she 
would tell her students to abandon their as-
signed desks and sit where they liked, to fill 
the empty places in their classroom. 
Having lost 16 of their classmates, many 

children in the school of 700 were crying in 
classes, students said. 
Ten of the dead were in the eighth-grade 

band, classmate Christie Hill said. "We lost 
our first chair trumpet, first chair saxo-
phone, first chair clarinet and some of our 
french horns," the seventh grader said. 
She said the rehearsal room seemed 

empty yesterday and the band director 
spent the class period sharing his memories 
of each of the dead students. 

Anita Ardisson talked about her friend 
and eighth-grade classmate, Amy Whee-
lock, who was one of those believed to have 
been killed. 
"Today we were going to come to school 



in the same outfit, we weren't going to cure 
our hair, things like that," she said. 
Amy, who was a cheerleader, had finally 

learned the round-off-back-tuck, a tumbling 
maneuver, Anita said. 

"I never got to see it. She was always 
afraid to do it — afraid she'd hurt herself." 

Food service director Corine Boyd said: 
she had avoided talking about the. accident 
and the young faces she would no longer 
see in the Radcliff cafeteria line. 

"If I talk about it, I'm afraid I'll lose it; 
and I don't want to, because of the chil-
dren;" she said. "You try so hard to be 
brave, then, if you don't watch it ..." She. 
didn't finish the sentence. 
Boyd said news of the crash brought back' 

memories of a storm that killed several of 
her classmates when she was a girl • in' 
Leitchfield, Ky., during the 1940s.. 

"It's strange how your mind can go back 
and pick up things you think you've forgot 
ten," she said. "There was one little boy 
that I had forgotten. He was killed. And• I 
can remember the teacher — just standing 
there crying. He was always so emotional.'•: 

North Hardin Principal Ray Story said he 
was proud of the way his students handled 
their feelings. 
"The first couple of class periods it was 

very quiet. Maybe we were all in shock," he 
said. "But as we got further into the school 
day it appeared we . were getting back• .to 
normal. 
The school system sent counselors and, 

additional staff to both schools. Ten carne 
to Radcliff. Throughout the morning, they's 
walked the halls with children who left 
their classrooms In tears. Sometimes they! 
strolled outside in the sun. 

"There were so many of my friends;'-' 
said Nate Reese, an eighth-grader. "We left: 
school Friday and their were all here. Now'. 
it's mostly depend on yaur friends, cry acid 
get it all out." counselor MarAillyn- helped Pat McKinney, 

a teacher of several of the. dea d students talk through the tragedy, 
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One of the Assembly of God's buses sat in the parking lot at the Radcliff church yesterday, a stark reminder of Saturday's tragedy. 



Fort Knox, fellow minister 
help church officials handle 
flood of news-media requests 
By DAVID CAZARES , • •• 

Staff Writer I" -"In•̀ o% 

RADCLIFF, Ky. — As'they tried to coun-
sel and comfort the families who lost loved 
-ones in Saturday night's bus accident, mem-
bers of the Radcliff First Assembly of God 
church faced another problem Sunday and 
yesterday. 

More than a dozen reporters from Ken-
tucky and around the country descended on 
Radcliff, deluging church officials with re-
quests for information on victims and survi-
vors of the crash. 

Among the media visitors were television 
crews from ABC, NBC and Cable News Net-
work and reporters from out-of-state news-
papers such as The Wall Street Journal, 
The Washington Post, the Miami Herald 
and the Los Angeles Times. 

After church officials said they were 
4wamped by news-media requests, they got 
some help from nearby Fort Knox, which 
set up a press center at the church. 

Maj. John Eagles, a spokesman for the 
post, said Army officials were "trying to 

help out any way we can. It's one less thing 
for the church to worry about." 

Eagles said Fort Knox officials have been 
in touch with church leaders since the acci-
dent and are helping because the post is 
part of the community. "It's not us and 
them," he said. "It's just us." 

The Rev. Kenneth Damsttom, pastor of 
the Calvary Assembly. of God church in 
Elizabethtown, also was at the church to 
talk to reporters: Damstrom said he wanted 
to help handle the media attention so that 
ministers of the - Radcliff church could 
counsel their members. 

"Those affected haven't spent a whole lot 
of time thinking about it," he said. "They 
just want to be alone." 

Kay Sharon, director of community rela-
tions for the Hardin County school system, 
said she had expected the television crews 
but was surprised at the number of newspa-
pers that sent reporters. 

Though she said the reporters had been 
cooperative and had caused no problems 
for the school system, she added, "It's been 
quite a day." 

•j 
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Soldier was trained 
to die, not to have,, 
his family die 611•1 i\ 

lam' 
By HUNT HELM, LARRY BLEIBERG 
and DEBORAH YETTER 
Staff Writers 

RADCLIFF, Ky. — Sgt. Lee Williams, 
known to .his friends as a soldier and a 
Sunday school teacher, but most of all as a 
family man, lost everything that was dear 
to him in Saturday night's bus crash at 
Carrollton. 
He lost his wife, Joy, 34, the childhood 

sweetheart he married almost two dec-
ades ago when they were still high 
schoolers in Poplar Bluff, Mo. 
He lost his daughter Kristen, 14, the sen-

sitive girl who switched last week from 
clarinet to bass clarinet in the Radcliff 
Middle School Band. 
He lost his daughter Robin, 10, the 

sports-minded one who played in her first-
ever softball game last week. 

In the church bus that crashed and 
burned on Interstate 71, Sgt. Lee Williams 

lost his entire family. 
"He has no one else," Jean Grimes, his 

sister-In-law and Joy's Identical twin, said 
yesterday. "Joy and the kids were all he 
had." 

Williams' Indescribable loss Is one 
among many. The 27 people who died on 
the bus were mostly between the ages of 
10 and 17; three were adults. Thirteen 
were members of the First Assembly of 
God church In Radcliff, 14 were invited 
friends, mostly from Army families. Six-
teen were students at Radcliff Middle. 

Williams, a 38-year-old veteran of Viet-
nam, had learned to live with the possibil-
ity that death — his own, in Southeast Asia 
— might separate him from his family. 
But he had long since outlived those fears 
when his wife and children went to Kings 
Island amusement park on the church out-
ing last weekend. 
"As a professional soldier, he was 

trained to die," Chaplain Michael Tilus 
said yesterday. "But not to have his family 
die. He's in the initial stages of shock. He's 
walking around for 20 minutes looking for 
his glasses when they are on his face. He's 
pacing his house at two in the morning." 
As Williams grieved for his family yes-

See SOLDIER 
PAGE 10, col. 3, this section 



Soldier was trained to die, 
not to have his entare fancily 
Continued from Page One 

terday, fellow soldiers, students in his Sun-
day school class, and people who worshiped 
with him at the church all grieved for Wil-
liams. 

Sgt. 1st Class Fergus Surgenor, who vis-
ited with Williams for five hours on Sunday, 
said it was "some talking, some listening, 
mostly listening. Sometimes just being there 
is important." 

"As far as fellow NCOs and friends, we're 
talking about one of the most highly re-
spected soldiers in our company, loved by 
all of us," he said. "You get soldiers that 
run around and party, but when he gets 
home his family was his life." 

Spec. Thaddeus Fura said, "In the bar-
racks, everyone's in shock. He is always 
fair and looking out for us. He initiated a 
renovation in our day room, and he didn't 
have to do that. 
"A lot of the guys know he is a true Chris-

tian, but now everyone does because he left 
a phone message with our Charge of Quar-
ters asking people who felt like it to pray 
for the other survivors. 

"And, mister, people did." 
Tilus said Williams was planning to retire 

in six months to spend more time with his 
family and in the church. He is a first ser-
geant in the Medical Company at Fort 
Knox, responsible for the daily operations, 
duty rosters 'and discipline at. the Ireland 
Army Hospital, Surgenor said. 

Yesterday Williams tried to rest -in his 
little brown brick home on Deering Lane in 
Radcliff. Seven vehicles were parked in the 
gravel driveway, friends and family just be-
ing there. A delivery man brought two flow-
er arrangements, but nothing to rival the 
red impatiens his wife potted last week on 
the carpeted front steps to their home. 
. Sitting on those steps yesterday. after-

noon, his in-laws, Dale and Jean Grimes of 
Illinois, turned away a steady stream of 
visitors with thanks, saying Williams was 
resting. 

"Joy was the kind of person you could 
always go to with anything," Jean Grimes 
said. "She would always hold you up. She 
was the solid one in .our family, and a 
strong, Christian woman." 

"Jack — his name is Lee, but we call him 
Jack — can make you feel good. When 
you're down and out, he'd have a joke - for 
you. 

"I just hope people don't forget him. But 
they won't." 
Another family devastated by the acci-

dent was the Conyers family of Vine Grove. 
Joshua, a freshman at North Hardin High 
School, was killed, and his younger brother 
Aaron, a seventh-grader at James T. Alton 
Middle School, was critically injured. 

"Aaron's going to be hurt when he hears 
about Josh. He really relied on his brother 
a lot," said Chris Windle, a playmate and 
next-door neighbor. 

He said the two brothers played on the 
same baseball team, took karate classes to= 
gether, often went fishing and challenged 
each other in basketball in their backyard. 

Amy Wheelock — who played trumpet in 
the Radcliff Middle School's eighth-grade 
band, was a cheerleader and competed on 
the gymnastics and softball teams — also 
was believed to have died in the crash. 

"She was one of those people who had 
everything going for her," said Michelle 
Marlow, a seventh-grader. 

Michelle said the school bus ride was dif-
ferent yesterday because the driver didn't 
stop to pick up eighth-grader Shannon Fair, 
another accident victim. "It was so hard to 
drive by her house and not stop," she said. 
Shannon, who was 14, was a member of 

Stithton Baptist Church, but had several 
friends who attended the First Assembly of 
God, according to Greg Quails, youth minis-
ter at the Baptist church. 
He said Shannon had joined the church 

only recently and was baptized on Easter 
Sunday. "She was beautiful and very intelli-
gent," Qualls said. 

Cynthia Atherton, 13, was also a member 
of the Baptist church, Qualls said. She was 
an energetic girl .who just recently had her 
braces removed. 

Several of the dead girls had been volun-
teers at the'nursery at the First Assembly 
of God,•said Fort Knox's Tilus. 

Tilus said one of the girls, Jennifer Ar-
nett', was his family baby sitter. He said •)'.s 
6-year-old son had trouble sleeping Sunday 

lie 
night, because he was afraid he might wake 
up and find his own family had died too. 
The driver of the bus, John Pearman, 

was ordained an Assemblies of God minis-
ter at the Evangel Christian Life Center in 
Jefferson County just about a month ago, 
his uncle, Ed Farmer said yesterday. 

It was a proud moment for Pearman, 37, 
his wife, Dot, and their three children, all 
faithful members of the Pentecostal church 
in Radcliff, Farmer said. . 

Now, he said, the family's faith is helping 
them to cope with grief over Pearman's 
death and the injuries of his 14-year-:old 
daughter, Christy, who suffered cuts and 
third-degree burns. 

"They're holding up great," said Farmer, 
also a church member. "But I'd say it's due 
to their Christian strength." 
Pearman was an associate pastor at the 

church and Hardin Circuit Court clerk. 
Farmer said the family has heard that 
Pearman grabbed a fire extinguisher and 
attempted to fight the blaze while shouting 
at the youths to get off the bus. "In my 
opinion, he just gave up his life," he said. 

Farmer said Pearman's entire family 
usually goes on the annual Kings Island. 
trip, but this year, Pearman's son, Robbie, 
had something else planned, so Dot Pear-
man stayed home with the two younger 
children. 

Christy was listed in critical condition in 
the burn unit at Humana Hospital-Universi-
ty of Louisville. Farmer said she is con-
scious and has been able to communicate 
with her mother, but may not yet realize 
her father and many friends are dead. 

Farmer's daughter, Kim, 16, also is hospi-
talized at University in serious condition 
with first- and second-degree burns or her 
face and arms. She is conscious, but on a 
respirator because of lung damage and 
hasn't been able to talk to her family. 

Another relative, Cheryl Pearman, 14, 
also was injured and is in fair condition at. 
Kosair Children's Hospital. She is the 
daughter of Jacob Pearman, John Pear-
man's brother, Farmer said. 

Pearman had served on the Radcliff city 
council and Hardin Fiscal Court before he . 
was elected circuit court clerk last Novem-
her. 

Fiscal Court Magistrate Bill Faulkner 
said Pearman's death is a major blow. The 
two families were close and Faulkner said 
his daughter, Belinda, 15 and Cheryl Peat' 
man played softball together. 

"I spent the better part of yesterday cry-
ing and watching my wife and daughter 
cry," he said. 



Mahoney medical records sought 
By Jeanne Houck K I Ns 
Kentucky Post staff reporter  

Attorneys in the Larry Maho-
ney murder case are fighting 
over whether a hospital should 
be ordered to release records 
concerning the level of alcohol 
in his blood after his pickup 
collided with a church bus near 
Carrollton. 

A hearing is scheduled for 
Monday before Carroll County 
Circuit Cour' Judge Charles 
Satterwhite. 

Police say Mahoney was driv-
ing the wrong way on Interstate 
71 on May 14 when his pickup 
truck smashed into a bus from 
the First Assembly of God 
church in Radcliff. 

The bus, which was being 
driven back to Radcliff after 
church members had spent the 
day at Kings Island amusement 

park north of Cincinnati, burst 
into flames. Three adults and 24 
children died. 

Mahoney, 35, of Owen Coun-
ty, is scheduled to stand trial 
Jan. 9 on charges of murder, as-
sault, wanton endangerment 
and drunken driving. He is free 
on bond. 

Special prosecutor Paul 
Richwalsky Jr., an assistant 
state attorney general, has filed 
a motion asking that Humana 
Hospital-University in Louis-
ville be ordered to turn over 
medical records concerning 
blood work performed on Ma-
honey after the crash. Mahoney 
was hospitalized with injuries. 

Richwalsky said police got 
results from the hospital that 
indicated Mahoney had a 
blood-alcohol level of 0.24 per-
cent. In Kentucky, a motorist is 
presumed drunk at 0.10 percent. 

But Richwalsky said he 
wants the complete records 
concerning the blood work for 
the prosecution and also to en-
able him to respond to a motion 
Mahoney's attorneys filed to 
gather evidence in the case. 

"We've got the basic informa-
tion but we're moving into the 
next stage and we want to dot 
every `i' and cross every `t,' " 
Richwalsky said. -"We're Just 
trying to pin everything down." 

Richwalsky said he considers 
his motion a perfunctory re-
quest and is. surprised that de-
fense attorneys William 
Summers and Russ Baldani op-
pose it. 

But Baldani said, "It's our 
client's private medical record 
and we don't feel like he's enti-
tled to it." 
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F'inal-word renews 
sorrow of fam"ili"es 
By Debra Ann Vance 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

CARROLLTON — A pair of 
tennis shoes, a class ring with 
a.name engraved inside and a 
scar from an operation were 
instrumental in identifying 
the 27 people killed in a fiery 
accident near Carrollton. 

Medical examiners official-
ly confirmed Tuesday the 
names of the 27 people, mostly 
teen-agers, who died late Sat-
urday when a pickup truck 
plowed into a church bus on 
southbound Interstate 71. 

The official confirmation 
"was a little bit more of a 
shock" to families who gath-
ered at the First Assembly of 
God church in Radcliff to 
hear the news, said Rev. Dan 
Mattingly, minister of Chris-
tian education. 

"Some began to break out 
in tears and grief," Mattingly 
said. "They pretty well knew 
it, but to actually hear it once 
and for all — one time, 100 
percent sure on the confirma-
tions — it just hit again. It 
just brought it fresh again in 
their hearts." 

Either-a chaplain or -minis-
ter met with each family 
group to give them the official 
notification. 

"There was a lot of grief. A 
lot of sorrow. A lot of comfort-
ing. But, too, there was a lot of 
visible strength," Rev. Mat-
tingly said. 

Hearses began removing 
the bodies about 2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday from a makeshift 
morgue at the Kentucky Na-
tional Guard Armory in Car-
rollton. The last came before 6 
p.m. 

The first hearse took April 
Mills, 14, daughter of an Army 
-sergeant, who will be buried 
In Fernandina Beach, Fla. 
Another victim will be buried 
in Tyler, Texas. 

At least eight will be buried 
in Radcliff. Tiny yellow flags 
mark their plots in North 
Hardin Memorial Gardens 
cemetery near the church. 

The cemetery adjoins 

The Associated Press 

Federal investigators are studying the burned-out hulk of 
the church bus to determine why it burned. 

List of bus crash victims 
These are the 27 people 

who were killed in the ac-
cident near Carrollton 
Saturday night: 
■ Jennifer Arnett, 13, 

Radcliff. 

N Cynthia Anne Ather-
ton,13, Radcliff. 

■ Sandra Brewer, 12, 
Radcliff. 

■ Joshua Conyers, 14, 
Vine Grove. 

io Mary Catheryn Dan-
iels, 14, Radcliff. 
E Julie A. Earnest, 12, 

Radcliff. 
a Kashawn Etheredge, 

14, Radcliff. 
■ Shannon Rae Fair, 14, 

Radcliff. 
■ Dwaillea Dawn Fis-

chel,l2, Radcliff. 
■ Richard Keith Gohn,-

19, Vine Grove. 
e Lori Kathleen Holzer, 

11, Radcliff. 
a Charles John Kytta, 34, 

Elizabethtown. 
■ Anthony Marks, 15, 

Radcliff. 
N April Mills, 14, Rad-

cliff. 

0 Phillip Morgan, 13, 
Radcliff. . 
M Tina M. Mustain, 14, 

Radcliff. . 

■ William Joseph Nich-
ols Jr., 17, Ft. Knox. 

■ Patricia Susan Nun-
nalle, 10, Radcliff. 

E John Pearman, 36, 
Radcliff. 

ra Emily Thompson, 13, 
Vine Grove. 
a Crystal Uhey, 11, Rad-

cliff. 
■ Denise E. Voglund, 13, 

Radcliff. 
N Amy Christine Whee-

loek, 14, Radcliff. 
■ Kristen J. Williams, 14, 

Radcliff. 

■ Robin J. Williams, 10, 
Radcliff. 
■ Marilyn Joy Williams, 

35, Radcliff. 
■ Chad Witt, 14, Rad-

cliff. 

North Hardin High School, 
where three of the victims 
were students. It is less than 
two miles from Radcliff Mid-
dle School, which lost 16 pu-
pils in the crash. 

The city of Radcliff will 
conduct a public memorial 

y,: . _-a. _' 

service at 7 p.m. Thursday at 
North Hardin High School 
stadium. The memorial ser-
vice is intended "to relieve 
some of the tension and pain 
that is in the .whole communi-
ty, especially the families," 

. Please see BUS, 2K 
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From Page 1K 

.said _Radcliff Mayor Joseph. 
Hutcherson. 
Jim Dunn, Carroll County 

coroner, released the names of 
the victims shortly before noon 
Tuesday. Most were teen-alters 
from the Hardin County com-
munities of Ft. Knox, Radcliff, 
Elizabethtown and Vine Grove. 

Although the names of the 
victims were known less than a 
day after the accident, identifi-
cation was difficult, said David 
Jones, administrator of the 
state medical examiner's offi-
cer. 

The families. filled out ques-
tionnaires on their children and 
provided dental and medical re-
cords. But "young children 
don't have as many dental 
problems as adults," Jones said. 
When medical and dental re-

cords did not help, medical ex-
aminer's turned to personal 
effects, such as clothing and 
jewelry. Tennis shoes were in-
strumental in two of the cases, 
though examiners relied on 
more than one factor before 
identifying a body, Jones said. 

The 24-youths ranged from 10 
to 19 years old. Dunn, who 
signed the death certificates, 
listed the cause as smoke inha-
lation. 

"This is the worst case I've 
ever been involved in," said 
Dunn, a coroner for nine years. 

Fourteen of the bus riders re-
mained hospitalized with burns 
today, including eight inrcritical 
condition.. 

"Those youngsters are badly 
burned," said Rev. Gene Wag-
goner of Stithton Baptist 
Church in Radcliff, who visited 
some of them Monday. "We've 
got a disaster there, too.. 

?'We must . not forget them. 
We watched them in pain, 
(some) burned from their 
shoulders up. There's a lot of 
grief there, too." 
The driver of the pickup 

truck, Larry W. Mahoney, was in 
fair condition this morning at 
Humana Hospital in Louisville. 

He was transferred to the pris= • 
on unit of the hospital Tuesday. 

Police say the accident oc-
curred when Mahoney, who was 
driving the wrong way on Inter-
state 71 about six miles south of 
Carrollton, plowed into the 
right side of the bus. Aboard 
were 67 people returning from a 
church-sponsored outing to 
Kings Island amusement park 
north of Cincinnati. 

State police charged Maho-
ney, 34, of Worthville in Carroll 
County, with 27 counts of mur-
der in the accident, one of the 
deadliest bus crashes in the na-
tion's history. Carroll County 
Commonwealth Attorney John 
Ackman said he will seek the.. 
death penalty. 

Tests showed Mahoney's 
blood-alcohol level was 0.24 per-
cent, according to police. Under 
Kentucky] law; a 'pers6n'.`is'pre 
sumed intoxicated with a 
blood-alcohol level. of 0.10. 

State Police Capt. Neal Brlt-
taih said investigators believe 
they know how Mahoney.came 
to be driving on the wrong side i 
of I-71, but would not elaborate. 
He said all of the survivors of 

the crash -and at least 15 other 
witnesses had been interviewed. 

"This is a criminal investiga-
tion, so we are being conserva-
tive in what we release," 
Brittain said. 

Brittain said the Ford Motor 
Co., local service technicians 
and national investigators con-
tinued their examination of the 
bus Tuesday. The group looked 
at the vehicle's brake system, 
drive shaft and .transmission, 
Brittain said. 

Authorities believe the bus 
caught fire when its gasoline 

tank ruptured and sparks ignit-
ed the fuel. The tank was not 
protected by a metal cage, a re-
quirement on newer models. 

Authorities are trying to de-
termine whether a protective 
cage could have prevented the 
fire. 

Dr. George Nichols, Kentucky 
medical examiner, has said that 
the victims probably would have 
survived if the bus had not 
burst into flames. 

The Associated Press also 
provided information for this 
story. 
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The Associated Press 

The mother of one of the victims of the church bus accident 
.wept as she read a card on flowers at the altar of the First 
Assembly of God Church in Radcliff. 

Church's prayers 
include Mahoney 
Associated Press 

RADCLIFF — Many of the:grief-stricken members of 
The First Assembly of Cod Church ,are praying for' the 
conversion and recovery of Larry Mahoney,' the man 
accused of killing 27 members of a church group. 

"We know that God 
loves this man and as 
Christians, as God's 
people, we have a love 
for him," said the Rev. 
Dan Mattingly, minister 
of Christian education 
at the church.-

."We would like to see 
him recover from his 
Injuries. We would like 
to see him come to the 
Lord. We would like to 
see his soul changed 
and (see him) enter into 
the kingdom of God. 
We'd like to see him be-
come a Christian," Rev. 
Mattingly said. 

Police say Larry W. Mahoney, 34L was drunk Saturday 
night when he drove his pickup track into the church's 

Please see PRAYERS, 2K 
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bus on Interstate 71 near Car-
rollton. Mahoney, who was driv-
ing in the wrong direction, was 
charged with 27 counts of mur-
der Monday. The prosecutor 
said he would seek the death 
penalty. 

The bus was carrying 67 peo-
ple — members or guests of the 
Radcliff church — home from a 
day at the Kings Island amuse-
ment park north of Cincinnati. 

Despite their prayers, some 
members of the congregation 

feel the death penalty charge is 
justified. 

"I was glad," said Jamie Har-
desty, -16, a 10th-grader credited 
with pulling several of his 
friends from the burning bus. 

"If it'(the charge) had been 
manslaughter, he probably 
would have -been out in a few 
years." 

Rev. Mattingly said he sup-
ports the death penalty for 
crimes that fit it "and would not 
oppose the death sentence if 
Mahoney is convicted, despite 
his concern for. Mahoney's soul. 
"We believe that the law 

should be enforced," the minis-
ter said. 

Mahoney's fate is "in the 
court's hands and, as far as the 
penalty, whatever they decide, 
we're just going to - go with 
that," Rev. Mattingly said. 

"It's not in our hands as far 
as what's going to happen to 
this young man and the penalty 
he will receive." 

The church's pastor, the Rev. 
W. Don Tennison, agreed: 

"I am one who forgives but at 
the same time, I'm one who be-
lieves that the wages of sin have 
a price.... We can find forgive-
ness from God and thank God 
for that forgiveness, but that 
doesn't mean he's going to rip 
up the roots of sin and (keep) us 

from having to pay a price for 
the sin." 

But another of the crash's 
teen-age survivors said he had 
"no hard feelings against him 
(Mahoney)" and did not think 
Mahoney should be executed. 

"He shouldn't get the (elec-
tric) chair. I say forgive and for-
get," said Juan Holt, a 
sophomore at North Hardin 
High School in Radcliff. 

Juan suggested that Maho-
ney perhaps should be made to 
watch videotapes taken at the 
accident scene "over and over to 
show him what he did." 

"But it's not Christian to 
make him suffer like that" in 
the electric chair, Juan said. 

7f, +,F IV D.'6: 



Driver 
`playing 
games' 
U-turns reported 
before bus crash 
By Connie Remlinger 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

Clint Bradley of Southgate 
first thought the dark-colored 
pickup that roared out of the 
grassy median in front of him 
on Interstate 71 was a police 
vehicle. 
When the vehicle whipped 

into traffic behind a tractor-
trailer, he realized it was a 
Toyota pickup truck. 

Bradley saw the truck do 
U-turns two other times on 
the interstate near Carrollton 
before the truck passed him 
going the wrong way in the 
southbound lane. He now be-
lieves the pickup may have 
been the truck that plowed in-
to a church bus about 11 p.m. 
Saturday, killing 27 people. 

Bradley, a Newport real es-
tate agent, was headed for 
Louisville on a business trip. 
He believes he first saw the 
pickup around the 49-mile 
marker, about 9 miles north-of 
the accident. 
"He (pickup truck) was 

headed north," Bradley said. 
"He did a U-turn in the medi-
an, came around and headed 
southbound." 

The pickup passed Bradley. 
Bradley stayed behind him. 

"He then came Won on this 
tractor-trailer. The tractor-
trailer was hitting his brakes. 
It was sorta like they were 
playing games — speeding up, 
slowing down," Bradley said. 

Bradley passed the pickup 
truck and tractor-trailer and 
got off the interstate at the 
Carrollton exit. 

"I was off just long enough 
to get some cigarettes and 
then I got right back on," 
Bradley said. 
He saw the pickup truck 

again at the 39-mile marker. 
"He came out of the grass. 

Please see CRASH, 2K 
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Carroll Coun-tians raising money to 
help crash victims, families'', 

By AL CROSS 
Staff Writer 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — The people of Car-' 
roll County, where 27 people died in Satur-
day's bus crash, are reaching out to help the 
victims' families. 

In the past two days, individuals, business-
es and groups in the county have begun 
raising money to help pay funeral and . 
medical expenses. Many in the bus suffered 
severe burns. 
"Some families are going to have unbe-

lievable medical expenses and maybe they 
don't all have sufficient insurance," said 
Doug Curry, president of the Carroll County 
Chamber of Commerce, which has started a 
relief fund. 
This weekend, county residents will wash 

cats, pass church collection plates and put 
money in jars on store counters. 
They say such charity is nothing unusual 

in this small county of fewer than 10,000 
people on the Ohio River halfway, between 

Cincinnatl and Louisville. 
But there is added. concern this time that 

the accident and resulting national news 
coverage may have-reflected on the county. 
The bus collided with a pickup'truck driv-

en by Larry Mahoney, an employee of a 
Carrollton chemical - plant who lives nearby 
in Owen County. Mahoney was driving north 
in the southbound lanes of the interstate 
when he crashed into the bus. A blood. test 
after the crash indicated he was drunk,.offi-
cials have said, and he has been charged 
with 27 counts of capital murder. 
Although Mahoney apparently was not 

well-known in Carrollton, the accident-may 
reflect on his neighbors, said M. J. Jackson, 
leader of one fund-raising effort. 

"I want people in Radcliff to know:we.are: 
decent people and we care," said Jackson, 
manager of Keystop Food Mart, which is co-
sponsoring a car wash Saturday and Sunday. 

"It hurts us just like it does them," said 
Kim Humble, an employee of the store who 
helped Jackson come up with the idea for 

the car wash, which is co-sponsored by the 
Druther's restaurant next door. 
The businesses are directly across KY 227 

from the National Guard Amory, which was 
used as a temporary morgue and has been 
headquarters for officials investigating the 
tragedy. " 
Jackson said a car wash is appropriate 

because that was one of the ways that chil-
dren of the First Assembly of God in Rad-
cliff raised money for their bus trip to Kings 
Island amusement park near Cincinnati. 
Jackson and Humble said their church, 

the Family Worship Center, will take up a 
special collection Sunday and have a bake 
sale. 

While the car wash is going on, Jackson 
and others plan to solicit donations from lo-
cal businesses. 
The board of the local American Legion 

post tentatively plans to donate $1,000, said 
John T. Ray, the post commander. 

"There's no way you can compensate the 
families, but we thought it would make it a 

little easier. on them," he said. 
Jackson and John Way, personnel man-

ager at M & T Chemicals, where Mahoney 
worked, said they had heard that some em-
ployees of the plant were collecting dona-
tions. 
An M & T employee, Wayne Yeary, was a 

volunteer doorman Sunday at the local Holi-
day Inn, where the Red Cross had a relief 
center for the families. He said the chemi-
cal company sent people to the accident 
scene Saturday night without knowing about 
Mahoney's involvement. 

Charles . Webster, a Carrollton druggist 
and former mayor, said the community is 
taking pride in the way its rescue, hospital 
and other workers responded to the acci-
dent. 

Five years ago, they responded to another. 
church-bus accident on I-71, which killed 
two people and injured 24. 
"You do hear some people say, 'Well, 

here we are on the national news with an-
other duster,"' Webster said. "I don't be-

lieve the people of Radcliff really feel: tliat, 
way. I don't think we have anything to' be' 
ashamed of." 
The chamber of commerce, which started 

Its fund with a $100 contribution, is an im-
age-conscious group, but Its directors were 
not motivated by public relations, said Cafe 
ry, the president. 
"Sure, it could be a negative reflection on 

the community, but I hope everyone's' big: 
ger than that," he said. 
"Most of the people I've talked to 114M, 

been concerned about the horror and traM' 
dy of the whole thing," he said. "Even-
though we as a community were not respon-
sible, we had an obligation to reach out:to 
the people who were hurt by all this." 

Carrollton hurts too, Humble said. 
"People are so devastated over this," site. 

said. "My husband is mister macho, but he 
and I cried all night long for those little 



1 7 is 
Official day IVY 
of mourning set 
Associated Press 

RADCL.IFF, Ky. ' — Gov. Wallace 
Wilkinson, saying he wishes "it were 
possible to turn back the clock," -has 
declared today an official day of 
mourning, coinciding with the first. 
seven funerals for victims of Satur-
day's bus crash. 

Wilkinson ordered flags flown . at 
half-staff across the state in memory 
of the 27 people who died in the 
crash. 
"Whatever consolation we can give 

will never make up for the loss of 
friends and loved ones," Wilkinson 
said in a statement released by his 
office. 
A memorial service is planned for 7 

tonight In the football stadium at 
North Hardin High School in Radcliff. 
The service is sponsored by the North 
Hardin Ministerial Association, which 
also set up a central fund to help pay 
for medical care and funerals. 

Five of the victims — Joshua Con-
yers, 14; Mary Catheryn Daniels, 14; 
Julie Ann Earnest, 12; Denise Ellen 
Voglund, 13; and Amy Wheelock, 14, 
are to be buried in North Hardin Me-
morial Gardens cemetery at Radcliff 
today. Another, Chad Anthony Witt, 
14, will be buried in Glenwood Ceme-
tery in Liberty, Ky., and a seventh, 14-
year-old Tina Michelle Mustain, is to 
be buried in Tyler, Texas. All attend-
ed the middle school. 

Eight schools in northern Hardin 
County will be closed today and to-
morrow so teachers and students can 
attend the funerals: North Hardin 
High School., James P. Alton Middle 
School, Radcliff Middle School, and 
Rineyville, New Highland, Meadow-
view, Parkway, and Vine Grove ele-
mentary schools. 

Conditions updated on those 
still hospitalized after crash 

Here are the conditions reported yester-
day for those hospitalized with injuries from 
Saturday's bus crash near Carrollton. . 
Kimberly Farmer and Joseph Pearcefel's 

conditions improved from serious to fair at 
Humana Hospital-University of Louisville: 
Also at University, Darrin Jaques remained 
in serious condition, and these patients .T-A 
malned in critical condition: Ciaran Fore 
Kristie Pearman and Carey Anrentz. . 
Jennifer Scoville remained in serious.'coil; 

dition at SS. Mary & Elizabeth Hospital Ad 
Louisville. 
At Kosair Children's Hospital, Aaron Col• 

yens, Harold Dennis and Quentin Higgins t 
mained In critical condition; Kim Dennis 
and Katrina Mueller were in serious condt 
tion; and David Walliser was in fair condtr' 
tion. Mike Jefferson was released. 
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Kentucky Academy of Trial Attorneys 
offering-..- . free' aid to survivors, estates 
By HUNT HELM 
Staff Writer 

The Kentucky Academy . of Trial Attor-
neys has offered free legal representation to 
survivors of the Carroll County bus crash 
and families of the dead who decide to file 
lawsuits in the accident. 

The statewide lawyers' group. — with 
1,300 members who practice tort law, in-
cluding personal-injury, wrongful=death and 
product-liability cases — "is willing to work 
for these people for free, however long it 
takes," executive director Sharon Helton 
said- yesterday. 

. The accident.' Saturday on Interstate 71 
killed 27 people and injured more than 40. 

"Our members realize that any litigation 

could be long and protracted," Helton said: 
"We're not'.big enough to underwrite costs 
such as bringing in legal experts, or the 
huge volume of printing that would be re-
quired. But..we have enough .members who 
are willing to help these people without 
charging any legal fees." 
Lawyers often take personal-injury cases 

on a contingency basis, and collect as their 
fee about one-third of the amount awarded 
to their clients. Helton said attorneys in the 
group will not do that. 
"And we think we have enough members 

to represent them individually, and to watch 
out for their personal interests,".she said. 
Many of those on the bus were from 

Army families stationed at Fort Knox, and 
the Army legai-assistance office there. also 
is eager to advise families. . 

Maj. John Eagles, a public-relations offi-
cer, said the Army knows that outside attor-
neys might get in touch with the families to 
try to line them up as clients. 

"That has been considered, and the Army 
is prepared to deal with it," Eagles said. 

Capt. Tim Feeley, of the legal-assistance 
office, said the Army has asked military 
families "to check with us before signing 
any retainers or anything." 

"There is a. good chance litigation will be 
involved, but there is no hurry, and no rea-
son for these families to rush into any-
thing," Feeley said. "This is not a race to 
'the courthouse, and it would probably be a 
class-action suit." 

Feeley said he hopes "military families 
will'come through our office" before taking 
legal action. 

National disaster team aids Radcliff 
By DAVID CAZARES 
Staff Writer 

RADCLIFF, Ky. — Hardin County service 
agencies trying to aid families affected by 
Saturday's bus crash got help yesterday 
from a national disaster-response team 

Representatives of the National Organiza-
tion - for Victim Assistance, of Washington, 
D.C., are in Radcliff to help officials re-
spond to the mental-health needs of survi-
vors, their families and the community. 

Marlene Young, the group's executive & 
rector, said its goal is to help the communi-
ty handle the long-term effects of the crash. 
"It's clear that these tragedies . don't end 
after the first week," she said. 

.Yesterday, the team held a training. ses-
sion_for about 75 people, including health-

care workers, counselors and teachers. 

A public forum on how to deal with the 
tragedy was held last night at Radcliff Mid-
dle School. Another public meeting will be 
held from 9 to 11 a.m. today at the Colvin 
Community Center in Radcliff. 

Young said Saturday's tragedy is unusual 
because most of the victims were school-
children, murder charges have been filed 
against the driver of the truck that hit the 
bus, and the families face long involvement 
in the criminal justice system. 

Bob Denton, a member of the team, said 
others in the community also are suffering, 
even those trying to comfort the survivors 
and the victims' families. 

"We tend to think of professionals as ma-
chines: That's their job; they're trained," he 
said. "But the other half of it is that they're 

people." 

Janice Lord, another member of the 
team, said she was impressed by how well 
the community has handled the accident, 
but said it is important for area residents — 
especially children — to express their feel-
ings. "These kids need a place where they 
can cry," she said. 

Meanwhile, the Red Cross has set up an 
office in the basement of city hall in Rad-
cliff to assess the needs of the families af-
fected by the crash, said Mark Vogedes, 
area manager for the Red Cross. The cen-
ter's phone number is 351-8932. 

Also, Kosair Shrine Temple has offered 
free medical teatment for bum victims at 
its treatment center in Cincinnati. Harlie 
Sadler, a member of the Louisville chapter, 
said the group will provide long-term treat-
ment for bum victims 18 or younger. 



Arrangements are announced-
for remaining crash victims 

Funeral arrangements and obituaries 
were released, clarified or confirmed yes-
terday for the remaining victims of Satur-
day's bus crash near Carrollton. 

Sandra Jean Brewer, 12, was born in 
Stuttgart, West Germany. She was a seventh-
grader at Radcliff Middle School. 

Survivors include her parents, Stephen 
and Helia Brewer of Radcliff; a brother, 
Jerry Miller of Radcliff, and grandparents, 
Bill and Minnie Brewer of Bardstown slid 
Elll Klowski of Eislingen, West Germany. 
Sandra's funeral will be at 11 am. tomor-

row at St. Monica Catholic Church in B iis-
town, with burial later in Stuttgart. 

Visitation will be at Northside-Proffiot fit= 
neral Home in Bardstown after 8:30 a:m. 
tomorrow. 

Joshua Michael Conyers, 14, of Vine 
Grove, was -a ninth-grader at North Hardin 
.High School.. r 

Survivors include his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Larry S. Conyers; a brother, Aaron 
Chaney Conyers of Vine Grove; and grand- 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. James E. Conyers.and 
Mr. and Mrs. Haulie C. Vibbert, all of Louis% 
ville. 
Joshua's funeral will be at 2 p.m today 

at Nelson-Edelen-Bennett Funeral Home.in 
Vine Grove, with burial in North Hardin 
Memorial Gardens in Radcliff. 

Charles "Chuck" Kytta, 36, who or.-. n-
ized the bus trip to Kings Island, will be 
among the nine victims of the bus crash 
whose funeral will be at 7 p.m. tomorrow at 
Radcliff First Assembly of God. Visitation 
will be at the church from 1 to 7 p.m; to-
morrow. Kytta will be buried in Hardin Me-
morial Park in Elizabethtown. 

A graveside service for Patricia Susan 
Nunnallee, 10, a fourth-grader at Meadow 
View Elementary School in Radcliff, will "be 
at 11 a.m. Monday in Bougainvillea Ceme-
tery in Avon Park, Fla. 
The family requests that expressions .of 

sympathy go to the Radcliff Assembly :of 
God Family Fund. 

Stephenson-Nelson-Smith Funeral Home 
in Avon Park is in charge of arrangements. 

Marilyn Joy Williams, 34, of Radcliff;- a 
chaperone on the outing to Kings Island, 
was the former Marilyn Joy Paskel. She was 
a native of Poplar Bluff, Mo., and was- _a 
licensed real-estate agent. She was a merar 
ber of First Assembly of God in Radcliff.' 
and was assistant pianist there. 

Survivors Include her husband, Sgt. Jack 
Lee Williams; her parents, Mr. and Mrs. -Bill 
Paskel of Poplar Bluff; two sisters, Maria-J. 
Grimes of Norris City, Ill., and Jill D. Chil-
ton of Poplar Bluff; a brother, Sgt. Marty D. 
Paskel of Scott Air Force Base, Ill .; and her 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Jones 
of Williamsville, Mo. 
Marilyn Joy Williams and Sgt. Jack Lee 

Williams are the parents. of two daughters 
who also were killed in the bus crash. 

Kristen Joy Williams, 14, was born .;at 
Presidio Air Force Base, Calif. She was an 
eighth-grader at Radcliff Middle School and 
a member of First Assembly of God... 
Robin Jilt Williams, 10, was born at Fort 

Hood, Texas. She was a fourth-gradei ,lat 
Meadow View Elementary School in Rdd-
cliff and a member of First Assembly of 
God. 

Kristen and Robin are survived by their 
father and grandparents. 
The funeral for Marilyn Joy, Kristen Joy. 

and Robin Jill Williams will be at 2 -p.m. 
tomorrow at First Baptist Church in Poplar. 
Bluff, with burial in City Cemetery there. 

Visitation will be at Fitch Funeral Home 
in Poplar Bluff after 6 p.m. today. 

The funeral for Chad Anthony Witt,_14, 
an eighth-grader at Radcliff Middle School, 
will be at noon today at McKinney-Brown 
Funeral Home in Liberty, with burial In 
Glenwood Cemetery there. Visitation at the 
funeral home will be after 11 a.m. today: 

-c .r. 
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In bus traged y; 
stress punishes 
rescue workers 
`John Wayne Syndrome' cited 
By• Michele'Day 
and David Mendell 
Kentucky Post staff reporters 

"The forgotten victims." 

That's how Gary Miller of the 
Greater Cincinnati Red Cross 
describes the more than 100 po-
lice officers, firefighters and 
medical personnel at the scene 
of the fatal bus accident near 
Carrollton May 14. 

They suffer emotional trau-
ma from a catastrophe much 
the same as the families of vic-
tims, he said. 

"We all have these feelings," 
said Miller, the Red Cross' di-
saster services director. "We're 
mad. We're angry. We're disap-
pointed. We don't think we've 
done enough. And we're sure 
our friend doesn't feel this, too." 

For more than a decade, the 
Greater Cincinnati Red Cross 
has set up counseling and de-
briefing sessions for rescue 
workers involved in major trag-

Rescuers 
From Page 1K 

any time you can get a group of 
people together to talk, it helps 
everyone." 

Comprehensive Care of 
Northern Kentucky, an agency 
that provides mental health, re-
tardation and substance abuse 
services, is offering free coun-
seling to rescue workers, said 
Dennis Walsh, manager of adult 
services. 

"Like any other tragic situa-
tion, there's a grieving process," 
said Bill Bettner, a social work-, 
er with Comprehensive Care. "If 
You don't go through the griev-
ing process, it's going to show 
up. It has an effect on you as a 
person. 

"This was a fairly traumatic 
and catastrophic situation 
that's not unlike people being 
involved in combat. 
"Some work through it very 

edies. A session was held last 
week for rescue workers at the 
fiery accident on Interstate 71 
that claimed the lives of 27 peo-
ple on the church bus. 

Pat Conley, area coordinator 
for the . Bluegrass region for 
Kentucky Disaster and Emer-
gency Services put the session 
together. The state agency coor-
dinates activities during disas-
ters. 
Termed "Critical Incident 

Stress Debriefings," the sessions 
are new to many parts of Ken-
tucky, but are "the standard 
thing to do in some other areas 
of the country," Conley said. 

Nearly 100 people attended 
the session In Carrollton. State 
Trooper Jim Mudd said the de-
briefing helped him cope with 
the tragedy. 

"The whole thing is beyond 
words," Mudd said. "It turns 
your stomach inside out. But 

Please see RESCUERS, 2K 

fine by themselves, with the 
help of a spouse 'or co-worker. 
But some need professional 
help" . 

Conley said rescue workers 
sometimes switch to a different 
line of employment after such a 
tragedy. Such was the case at 
the Kansas City Hyatt Regency, 
where a skywalk collapsed. 

"We can't afford to lose these 
EMTs (emergency medical 
technicians) and paramedics 
who have put in so many hours 
of training," he said. 

Conley wants to see debrief-
ings provided as a standard ser-
vice. He hopes to break the 
"John Wayne Syndrome" — the 
tendency to hold in feelings af-
ter witnessing an accident. 
Red Cross Director Miller 

said he could feel the tension at 
the scene in. Carrolltonas work-: 
ers tried to save the T-people on 
the -bus, ,w,hiciz-;was- ithead-obi::: ' 
by a pickup;  truck -goi'ng .the''  
wrong way on 

was worse an-ithe sense it -  

f 

was a child," Miller said. "It's 
never easy for anyone to deal 
with tragedy on a massive scale. 
But this was more intense. 

"That doesn't stop the pro-
fess(onalism. But later, if the 
debriefings weren't done, possi-
bly they could have sleep disor- 
d.ers, behavior disorders. 
Someone who was very cheerful 

could become very solemn. 
Training takes over.;at -,the 

scene of an accident arid""your 
feelings sort of become 'numb,". 
said Bettner, the social worker. 

"That's a normal reaction. •At 
some point, though, those feel-

Ings• are. going-to begin to thaw. 
If they feel they need to talk, 
help. is'available' 
A second dediiefing session is 
ifie ;works, said Bill Appleby, 

Noitii6rn Kentucky coordinator 
SoftES. It will be held in the 

LaGrange area. 

Coordinators hope to draw 
people who could not attend the 
first session as well as those 
who need additional counseling, 
he said. 



THE COURIER-JOURNAL. THURSDAY, MAY 19, 1%8 A:9 

a 

Ford Motn,...r to-look 4 -1 

Bus destroyed 
moments after 
students got off 
By JUDY BRYANT 
stair writer 

Representatives of the Ford Motor Co. 
will he in Marlon County today or tomorrow 
to idvatigam ad 8agiaa fi?t tadt vittilAlly 
destroyed a school bus Monday, moments 
after a dozen elementary students got off 
the stalled vehicle. 
No one was injured in the fire, which oc-

curred after the bus had stalled several 
times and the engine had apparently over-
heated. 

But tfie blue - occumgi tens than two 
days after 27 people died in a fiery bus col-
lision in Carroll County — is raising con-
cerns in Marion County about 12 other Ford 
hi!FRF fbO tii`hi1 I d.i6114rt ji iii+"Ad in 1111411 
and 1981. 
"We've had problems with ... vapor lock 

fmm day one;" said Ernest Taylor, the dis-
trict's transportation supervisor. "I've been 
concerned ever since we got them. To say 
I'm concerned is an understatement." 
Vapor lock interrupts the engine's fuel 

system. It occurs when overheated fuel be-
gins to boil, pushing air bubbles through the 
fuel lines. When those bubbles hit the carbu-
retor, the engine "misses;" then surges for-
ward and often backfires or stalls. In most 
cases, the engine will start again after it 
cools for five or 10 minutes, Taylor said. 

Pat Tucker, the bus driver, said the en-
gine stalled five times as she traveled the 
60-mile route to deliver about 70 students to 
their homes Monday afternoon. The day 
was unusually hot, which perhaps made the 
problem worse, she said. 
Each time the engine died, Tucker said, 

she smelled gasoline fumes inside the bus. 
And as she neared the end of her route on a 
hill along Reynolds Road at Scott's Ridge 
near Raywick, the engine died and would 
not restart. 
While Tucker and the students waited 

with the disabled bus for nearly an hour, 
two parents who had gro'i'n concerned ar-
rived and took the rernainim,; 12 youngsters 
home. 
Tucker stayed with the bus, and moments 

later she was able to rrsn;n it. But she had 
driven only about a quarter-mile when the 

STAFF PHOTO BY BEN VAN HOOK 

Preston Hunt, who lives on KY 527 about one mile from the scene of the bus fire, walked around the remains of the school 
bus. The Marion County school bus caught fire after a dozen elementary students got off the stalled vehicle Monday. 

engine began backfiring and stalled again. 
This time Tucker walked to a house about 

100 yards away and made two telephone 
calls — to the school district's bus-mainte-
nance staff and to her mother, who was car-
ing for Tucker's youngest child. 
She estimated that it took perhaps five 

minutes. 
As she was returning to the bus, Tucker 

said, she saw flames coming from under the 
motor and shooting four feet into the air. 
Taylor said that the beat was so intense 

that the vehicle's transmission melted. The 
fire left a hole in the asphalt road and 
burned nearby grass and brush. 
Tucker notified the local fire department, 

but she said the entire bus burned in five 
minutes. "I freaked out," Tucker said. "I 
knew the bus was gone." 
Kentucky State Police arson investigators 

have begun a "noncriminal" probe of the 
fire, Taylor said. Ford officials also have 
been notified and are expected to arrive in 
Marion County this week. Ford spokesman 
Bill Peacock yesterday referred questions 
about the fire to Mike Parris, another coin-

pany spokesman. Parris did not return a 
call to his office. 

Tucker, a substitute bus driver with only 
a week's experience, said mandatory safety 
training for drivers includes instructions on 
how to evacuate a school bus. She said she 
hopes the fire on her bus will prompt an 
even closer look at bus safety. 
"They need to take these old buses off the 

road," Tucker said. "I know It costs money, 
but what's money when kids' lives are in-
volved?" 

Kentucky education officials say they are 
aware of vapor-lock problems in gasoline-
fueled buses purchased since 1980, the first 
year that emission-control equipment was 
required on vehicles. 
Jim Parks, a cabinet spokesman, said the 

emission equipment appears to create extra 
heat in the bus engine and contributes to 
Stalling- School distric's routinely are told 
how to properly service the buses to mini-
mize such problems, said a statement re-
leased yesterday by Arnold Guess, deputy 
superintendent for administration in the 
state Education and Humanities Cabinet. 

The Ford Motor Co. recalled the 1980 bus-
es for additional work, Taylor said. Elec-
tronic fuel pumps were installed and the 
fuel lines rerouted, he said. Fuel lines also 
were rerouted in the 1981 models, he said. 
Warranty and recall work on the buses also 
included new jets to shoot fuel into the car-
buretors, but the problems persisted, he 
said. 

In 1981, the state Department of Educa-
tion began purchasing diesel buses, which 
have fewer problems with vapor lock than 
do the gasoline-fueled vehicles, Parts said. 
Because a gas-fueled bus normally lasts 
about 10 years, most will have been re-
placed by diesel models by the early 1990s. 
The Marion school bus was built by Ford; 

the bus that crashed and burned near Car-
rollton on Saturday was a Superior bus with 
a Ford chassis. 

Authorities say the Carroll County bus 
fire was fueled by gasoline from a taut: that 
ruptured when the bus was struck by a pick. 
up truck. Experts said diesel fuel, with ila 
higher flash point and notrflammable 
fumes, would not, have burned as quickly. 

I 
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Drunken driving 
laws . a priority 
forWilkin'son 
By Bill Straub 
Kentucky Post Frankfort Bureau 

FRANKFORT — A solemn 
Gov. Wallace Wilkinson vowed 
on Friday to step up Kentucky's 
enforcement of drunken driv-
ing laws and supported the con-
cept of imposing the death 
sentence on violators responsi-
ble for fatal crashes. 

"I want to give fair warning 
to those who would ever enter-
tain the thought of driving un-
der the influence," Wilkinson 
said during a press conference. 
"This state is not going to toler-
ate that. We're not going to be 
lenient as far as those citations 
are concerned." 

Wilkinson said he has taken 
on the Elimination• of drunken 
driving in Kentucky "as a per-
sonal project." 

The statements were made in 
reaction to the bus accident on 
I-71 near Carrollton Saturday 
night in which 24 children and 
three adults people were killed 
on their way home from Kings 
Island. A blood-alcohol test 
showed that Larry Mahoney, 
the driver of the pickup truck 
that collided with the bus, was 
intoxicated. 

Wilkinson said his adminis-
tration is examining Kentucky's 
drunken driving laws, revised by 
the 1984 General Assembly, to 
see if they need to be more 
stringent. 

An offender convicted on a 
second offense in Kentucky 
faces jail time, a heavy fine and 
loss of license. Mahoney has a 
1984 DUI conviction. • 

As a first step in his personal 
fight against drunken driving, 
Wilkinson said the state will re-
double its efforts to keep Intoxi-
cated drivers off the road. 

StatepoI'iee; he-sa.id, will in-
crease the frequency of road=• 

blocks and be more attentive of 
Police also will step up ef-

forts to make sure minors aren't 
served alcoholic beverages, that 
closing times are strictly en-
forced and that obviously drunk 
patrons aren't served. 

The state Water Patrol will 
be looking for those who be-
come .intoxicated during plea-
sure cruises on lakes and rivers 
to make sure they don't attempt 
to drive home. • 

Wilkinson said he hopes that 
police in other jurisdictions will 
follow suit. 

"I have no reason to believe 
enforcement is not what it 
should be," Wilkinson said. "I 
have had people suggest to me 
that In their opinion enforce-
ment is not what they'd like it 
to be. Some have told me it 
seems the courts have been a 
little too lenient. I have no rea-
son to believe or the facts to 
show it's not true. It bears in-
vestigating." 

Steps are being taken, Wil-
kinson said, to make sure the,._ 
bus tragedy doesn't occur again. 

"Nothing cari be done to un-
do the great tragedies of the 
families of Radcliff," Wilkinson 
said. "If I as governor were able 
to protect children from all 
types of tragedies or defend 
them against all cruelties of the 
world, I would do that. But It's 
impossible. But .we will do all 
that we can do to get to that 
ultimate goal as best we can." 

The governor said he didn't 
want to discuss the potential 
for the death penalty in this 
particular case. Mahoney has 
been indicted on 27 counts of 
murder. 

"I don't want. to be the judge 
in this case," he said. "In theory, 
I would not at all be opposed to 
seeking the death penalty for 

TERRY DUENNES/The Kentucky Post 

at the site of the fatal bus crash on A small floral remembrance stands 
southbound 1-71 near Carrollton. 

driving irregularities that might 
be the result•of intoxication. 
drunk drivers who killed inno-
' cent people. He would be as 
much using a lethal weapon as 
any other kind of murderer." 

Wilkinson also announced 
plans to establish a free inspec-
tion program for private buses 
to make sure they are safe. 

Those inspections will be 
conducted at county highway 
garages, he said. Bus manufac-
turers, including Ford, Navastar 
and Caterpillar, have agreed to; 
lend assistance so the state 
knows what to look for. 

The governor said he is try-
ing to determine unsafe buses 
off the road. He will seek legis-
lation empowering the state to 
do so if the state lacks the au— 
thority. 

"There ought to be minimal 
safety standards and minimal 
qualifications for those driving 
the buses," Wilkinson said. 

Wilkinson attended a memo-
rial service in Radcliff on 
Thursday for those killed in the 
fiery crash. He said his thoughts 
centered on the numerous 
times his own children have 
journeyed to Kings Island in a 
school bus. 

"Those families are strong 
and that community is support-
ive," Wilkinson said. "They have 
the courage to pull through this 
and they have demonstrated 
that throughout, particularly 
during that memorial service. 

"I hope that community can 
heal and take solace in the fact 
-that we are not going to forget 
that tragedy ever." 
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TERRY DUENNES/The Kentucky POST 

Mahoney "was a good boy." The impromptu news conference took 

place Friday after Mahoney's murder arraignment. p,210? 
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LApologies niade- ; 
I arry,Wayne'Mahoney, the Owen County man on trial for 27 counts of murder and dnunlc driving in 
Carrollton, took the witness stand yesterday in his'own defense'and told`family members of his victims 
he,.vas "sorry' for the May-14,"1988 tragedy. (Pool photo by Ed Reinke.) 
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, F flowing ygterday's .,Proceed-
. iings;::auorneys;• reacted 
-tg'.Mahotiey;sl testiingny an¢„{its' 
possible ffect on.tlie• Vicum,,§,and 
their;famu•{es.041a `.'; 

"All; tlief apologies in' die 
.;and.' thC..'tears: in; the worid.wdn!v ,, 
itiring;:back,tlio'se ,'(children ;who; 
''dieo);"=Il -won'trundo what's been• 

Said• Rich%;;Wiky. *,"Me <time!;y 
,to O som&4ing differently or to: be ; 
sorry or take some oilier fund ot;ac! 
tion•was backr ' ep,4before he;got, to 
ithe.`stage,that lei, .-gov,ti i•and' 'the erg 
iesuktould pe",+ • 1:i ,r •;••, i 

I,am;,sufe;t•tat=any-4 k4hdhi i 
appreciate;•iie;•npology; ,≥ihe• 
tinued; ieferring to the victims and b 
"the ir:fatnili. S. AThere's'no.do 'bt: 
my. mind-i•isjheait'felt,-but:it c`an't' 
;erase.and k is-hot an=atonementiand•i 

y khi;,question,.rs' whether, or ngG•it• 
: wasna •,,enme•tand' ̀ whether.or'•not~ 

+tllerei vill be unis fi men p t.'•,1`.3r+••; ; 
` ;Brent ;.Fischel; who'r•':1ost,'•lit$ 'z 
'daughter ; pkVat•lia :.Dawn ; iIi • r• ̀  
r cra•; topgrteg-`:aUki,,`ygster, }f„ 
slaIto"' rocedings neither;:,stuv}vi,1 
ing?wvictims# t or'-bther•13,i tims4:' 
familyxrtemtiers•ad*any t4 brit ?, •jV• oneỳ  _"'I stlinony 4; at•'t<l ir,. 

••/ 

lVl hoiieyp,remained;,composed;:: 
while on•thestarid• a:eont;as't•to;•ie•• 

SeirigUonal b;eakdowns=>he' ttas xeic•; 
Spenenced on;,tfi?ee bccusions earlier ; 
during the ontal, ,f • - 
•r 7`I •t•iirJkR` it•`}yent'M well,'l• °saidl. 
Summers, who•was gqdick to add'he 

.,hart p'G,yet, met wil:Mahppeyt,in, 
•k ;defense c s follow his,tes 
•;timony;••• iX j  

s;r•tkeeihoughtl Mahoney'::1 
,dojnmentsatnt d• symathySutii- 
tr►ecs sardf l hopenot, ieMunga,. 
eofttentron r•bf the•;defen,k Uhat-
'l•ia -er•eyi was, pwping?iup` tq •iis-: 

*, res"pon'§Itiili4es.;andywas.not,:l'pokuig' 
r ;for, syirtpa'th! aitykiiu'ilomtri bs 

'1, ' ^',•`Ii;wentc•n ihel'e put"he•'d}dii't•; 
:Nave; tgu •t11 me+it,yyasA:lgad?gff;'ti+ 
said tltus;; •Baldar•i• siigther"totie, 4f 
Ivialiorleyys dgf'attorneys,,•vho 
didIinee_ ith•he jdefepdantti,• .It t 
:was rgf,d#Y.',4 rentl " err , sf 
•<i•lvlahoTte $ tesutriony„whteh•.w"a5••• 
19ptet••fgrabo 4̀01-UP 10 ;minute§ 

thd•Jy••6 court officials And 
aKq.(n*dys,,;went;fnto s,SatterivftiteIs s-

i6 to,.•cofuider+ soie': 
,e'viden`ce that •was+never;presented,,: 
:indicaied`the;;defendant remembers 
sj+ery lit bout tle Vie. night ofthe bti;; 
'crash ' 

He' told> t11e# 1h  remembers'. 
•'` drinking,`al a•fnend's:h9' ;dnd: 

'nQthing:•riore .qJ, the tragedy un 
he. woke 1 ' i- p ToursvjU6"lhospital 
tie daj•afteilth c.'i•sfi`.a'" 
t • ., oneysaid:he': hadn;4'ditik 
anything"'foriatt least- two,"m6ndfi to--
2''h.inonih" before the day of the' 

had ryq;ked',a 12•hoesl;ft,at. 

anyming for at least two months to 
2'h month" before the day of the 
crash. , 4,' • 
He had worked a 12•h "t shift at 

Carrollton's M&T Chemicals; the' .. 
night before the crash and had only 
four hours of sleep before , he star• 
led a path that led from his ' er in 
Worthville , at 11:30 a.m. ' n May 
14, 1988, to the tragedy 10:55 
p.m. that day. Mahoney re embers 
that day well up until that venifig' 
when he was at the hom of. Jay.., 
Gibson'.,in •Wortliville, w ere he, 
remembers doing his last rinking 
before the crash. 
According to Mahoney, a stop-

ped at .two- Carroll County ars, and 
one Carroll ' County liquor gtore . to 
buy and' drink' beer on, the day. of 
the crash. 
I wasn't crazy about , g, 

.he told the jury while, later , adding 
he was "upset about a lot of ings" . 
including' his..inability ; to ' rrow 
money to buy .a double.wid 'trailer 
for his , family . due to an' earlier 
bankruptcy.-
Mahoney said his 'bail' 

dated back, to when he. 
second.wife Beity.Davis.I thoney 
.had a,• child with,•an .opssppine: 

Mahoney;who was ing tobacon halves at the time, ded up 
with -several hundred thou *d dol. 
lars worth of medical. bills And was 
forced into bankruptcy; . 
I don't remember the figure, but 

there was no way I could. ay it;' 
said • Mahoney, noting he • ad al-, 
ways paid his bills up until then 
and continues to pay his debts 
today. 44 
Mahoney said he was al sb under 

pressure to. revive his' rely nship 
with his first wife, Janice M oney. . 
He was living with Janice an their 
son, Tony, 17, at the time f the 
crash. 

'My, son 'wanted us back 
together," he said. "Evidently we 
thought a lot of each othbiir. We 
wanted to. get back together." 
By 6 p.m. on the day Of the 

crash, Mahoney had alread drunk 
approximately six beers ' s lice I 
P.m .,and had been to see a lbrmer 

uptcy . 
d his 

,n , 

giul friend; Kim F. ' rick. ,of Bur-
lington, Ky:;He, planned to see 
her later that Jtight -Wa ,aboutfiis . 
'Problems , and. s4 e' %was 
doing,• he said t :r! •r Is 
- In fact, Trederiek °had realized 
Mahoney was; dri Bl and ̀a'ske'd .him 
if he•wan" ,-to'..-stay.at• hek-apart-
1 e6i'vntil •she.got pff .work• at .16 
p.m„Mahoney said a declined the. 
.offer because he," didn't`think• it • 
wis•ihe right thing 1p do ":: • ' :,. 
:!,Mahoney said R had .rio:,romari-' 

1..61niontiolis,con "ing•,his.• meet- r 
ing;with Fred IF enek , curly Oufik'a 
loD of her =you k tow,t a ;said. ; 
"She's a gpod perBp•t and I ;worry. 
about her:̀.I wasn.,lp,.going •there?.•to 
do anything. I know a lot of.pepple. . 
probably .t._hink• thgti;.but- it-... I: asp't 
that. way.-She, to :me• if- "ever 
needed a friend 116 •ew  ere'she'd 

Mahofiey' said' after:. leaving -Bur; - 
t l ogher hn Mis t ru is., 

oxleY• 
.• muiiitX in :SJ.wen iiiiii ,•,.•and his 
5'fna•jd; , ;•: >, u lhielord•"•,. 
••IiVorthv lie.:,• ,, ,...r;;.,{••.;ar:%ir.,,' `•@::'•'•, 

;r;>•;•Accroidtng:►o Mato ,•',>•►a`•t•• 
•:Qne b'e'er °'and; s another• 
'Meffprii's;;home;wa5.son::his . 
sway;tiaCk-,to"'Itiis` trtiiler; inAhe;Eaglb;, 

:° trree•s',Canjpgroiinli n:•V OrtFiv'.ille_ 
h whdn 3ay,lof Fox, •another frieria, 
,•'flagged'••nje•over" ",8rtd cbnvinced:'• 
htni'to•§lop.off'a Gitison,'S•hoiile.• r. 

;want to','; but'' I:'wept i 
along' said the re•endant addiii'g 
he'didn't'hye'tp o sfiti•ht;on 
. tttie}i"5 to meet Ptederick.r 

'Bomb,tbg Im ,'ktlirju ;eniiugh-;dtQe; 
All 

3,- oneyy'said h•asked•ox ar►d: 
several, othei:"#itet•3:aL al iv, 
tl• _t►eey4had any.,,,,be' r,but they„didn't 
iilesaid he. tol;, t he was•going.•to : 

lington .and asked himY •+rf"9. e 
"Would drive " him .be9ausHZ was -
7Oa"rW and had•been'drinking,  
y "I' had been eking=a little': it -

tt and,iii was aired, d Mahon ey. on • 
4 his reasons ford  uest of Fpx. 
i;`He: wld me he ould•talce'me if ̀  r •Id, r .,,j v.•'ad a yhan ape tiki}lej"•M >•l,.t 
i.lMaii9p ••d.r ',o tfiQlMsP6 

Xi''OsogfriC: , said tr lit l •hadr, 
?r'something':•beftg than aiyliee 
that  y0u'Ve CVef had.. 
l ' >• •` , e left. Arid wasn'• gQnc but a 
?fey•ininute§ and cairie_btjcls•;Withra ; 
4 7rpperwareig(ass.f'u11 of,cler11 

4uid,'•that :looked' jiit? like' wafer, r 
said"Mahone "11 ̀I kxiow+was l?' 

big"¢xihk'r f ft4tind was' 
chgked It'took'Rly Meath. l could; 
.hear"$omeoriea gggliitg+about tt I 

:'-guess they,;th$ii hj•itwas`ftinn'yt' 
"' t ,1V13IOIfC•!,il•'O-.C•i11(t1S•10,,J1CKfr 

or because tie dtdn'tY 
•'like',;it'••and':;b•ecatise he';had;%a• 

s[omach' 'ulcer;, told` the;: jury ̀ 0"s=.. 
dome".. ured•. -,sotnethN;•int6 ,the 
glass:out.of,a;•big::half=gallon:jug..:-
Al1.I know: is you: could, see plumb 



-H .q sad ;tie only ̀drank Hhard • li 
quo+'oace ̀in" a white:". He. added. 
those o asions-were mainly'.:"when- 
>so1. m bob' < 9 Y, says ';YOU IV: ' itot `man-' 
(enough xo take a think ̀I'll take, a ̀ 
fl  J. 

•,•'A#'ter ghokii•g oii'the•gleai liquid,.•+ 
M .,,Qgeyr said'Qsb'ome'gaveshim . 
another; drink;', thatV "Tdoked,' like' 

t,•)'eps ',•`1Ie` was ; gone' just';a :few . 
minute •They,;said it was a mixed' 
' so'.I =assurned'it •wasKsoine., 
ty f`lcohol testif{ed'i' 

Tlksome: 
Pep•,i,•wfhe,•smd• 

metlnn to nn '' "•• g t se (theiclear }iquor) 
'd clpoked 1Uce Pepsis; F' 
>,In _tke•: meanM oe,. i atib "y said` 

•Forthz d?'takeri•'his; •Coys..out' of; his; 
;; pickup stuck WWse he had 'le 
radio CUI:.: 

one said h d Y e oe* .riot'°' 
—rem em ' ing.his Iseys;backior.?' 
anything,`dmt' ook place from that;: 
:potn• onto when •he''wok' upp an-ti 

2.rc•om at:Humnna`..Fospiral IJnivei`' 
'!i;ityr4f•LguyQ;day'baftertlic 
. iCraSll. ,lr,.y • • °1'•••'r r't;j,T••'Y,s• ::' 

••,..accidrrit•.• ..•!'x>•'t1;Yo•Y•.f:^in.an;•;• 
Qn. t,• remeiijbgr,:,:. 

'seeing: the'birs̀,•'", lviahoney,:said.'y:I s 
'rdmec►ber "'jJakipg.j ùp.•:. 

alioney also% does.-. not- remem='. 
her w' he'-  the •coid`cans,of 
beer in a '12 pack Millei:.Lite' case*.' 
that_ was found. in 'the cab of his 
truck MO. the'accide , nt.: " 
He .'said although' "a ' couple - of i 

_them weie ,egging, me on;•nobodyw 
forced me" ' to take the: Arinks at 
Gibson's. 'However, he said he 
would have never continued to 
drink if Fox had not-agreed to•drive 
for hm.' 

'°:"aylor Fox told -me and this is 
the' God's honest- truth," he. would 
drive me if I'd just hang around," 
Mahoney, said ,:" I wouid gave 
drank  
He admitted.. that M ' had been 

dri*ing beef throughoui •the day of 
the .crash; but noted " I had no inten-
tior..of getting• drunk; If I,1md wan-
ted .to`. Set ••drunk' I; cq'u1d have ; $ot 
diu; ik' in twp or three hours, • We re 
taWng•,about'several hours .here." ' 
.'Do.You.know that intent is not 

par•.of the ;trial?" Richwalsky asked 
Mahoney: 

''Yes sir;" the. defendant,:r`espdn-
ded.; noting . he, doesn't .remember 
being drunk, :. . 

"I know it is:wrongAto drink and 
dri*d but Ir.wasn '•t drunk " Mahoney 
star  

•• `chwalsksoy asked Mahoney if he , 
.thc,ught :pernal; 'problems •-were.`a 
rm.son. to get,drunk:'r 

I'told,yott •I •wasn't'plintiuig on - 
9MUP ah6ney,said in a 
more defensivb tdne:of voice, ̀  • ' 
Asked 'if.his intentions .warranted 

ex;,using; Whtit' •., had , 'happened, . 
Mahoney,said;'Tcan't sa .• that etc-
cues whafh'as;happened .'Y'' 

effects 1 of alcohol and whether .,I believe part ofihis intoxication 
Matioliey.•was-• voluntanly" ors;"tn-. was voluntary and I believe part of 
voluntarily":intoxicated,at•;tlie time his intoxication, writs, involuntary 
his ttUCk slainme¢ into-the`bu§:; .; said Nelson indi ting Mahoney 
:'In'order to see .,A66, would have •heed •only pa ially 

ted; of "wanton; murder;part of the, . ,  den of iirooE.in the case nor is. any case in law,, that is 
•Prosecu4ot•y§bur •+ 
case;: is:.•';'esfablish;•ttiat•°Iviahoney SU supposed to M •g• e•eg•nt by 
yolyntanly wbecame• intoxicated 
and ttierefore;•acted with extreme valiie.'of human education:.The'.legal 'Pi:ocess says that '•, the • merits , of this ,case, the 
jndifferg.•ce •tq.; the. "man ' • ,,; 
life: by,•'gettn•• Vol" ilien v- sh•orugla'be d ded' by•th'• defendant = i$,•jury 'and 
mg '••••ti; ,• ,i,, ti1 > r ,+'; A •. •; • no • one •.is ;intimating tliatiff your 
Based•y oni his uitorvigws•• with, • •• • a point and, then get drunk 

1'•ahb'neY,• studlea '. dl';. courfr.'records, • 
other:testimpny, ih: ihe.'•asg and•'iii•-• ' •t : mis .''.   is going ' to •excuse , • 
teNiews t diking .the;' investigation, • .  everybody .in the future. . . 
Nel.'sori:said:Mafigney:';̀s r%ot an'a1= ' "Phis is the facts of this case and 

he :did'••'consume' 'this•jury will decide this; under the 
enough .alcohol 'the' night: of'the ac= ' .laW as. it is in.the state :of Kentucky 
cidenr •fo'• affect' tits : •memory •: or not tp 'send'a message, he ad-
cause.him'[o•liave'a•`'llackout:"'• • tied'"Obviously; what. it is for•and 

According to •Nelson', • fatigue 'it's proper as Any thing•I can tl►inkq • 
from: fits lack.of sleep, sires§'•from . • of, is• foe the whole world to lake an • 
his persot>$l'•and financial problems •enematof;their,'conscience. 
and;lackYof 'food consumed during r'look.0ut over. this room, I wonder, 
that 'day, msy'fiave been a: factoi • in how;' many v of • you • have,i; driven • , 
•jhy•4he a]aohol Mahoney%,drank af- . dc'unk• And now we :have. one per-. , 
fected'h,in so severely: f, :' . son and we can beat fiiin and`scorii 

an. uidividual  _ is •..tired ,. or him and -Put him 'away, for life and 
fatigued;. one' drink ; mighty` have • a t1>at's, •going' •'tq•'. cleanse ,our con- • 
greater ;elTecC- than' if a.` person was sdieace.,=: that's going to'send a • 
brigght and ;chipper and had .,a- good message and tell everybody not to 
night's sleep the night Before;': said do;it:;.,This mari '. has beep'charged, 
Nelson;;;tlescnbing the eitects of a1= •s man :has. been on trial and this 
cotioi •, •vfiere''' Qtlier' •' fa;~tors' •are - 'mans ̀facts zand:' his :case .,Will • be •,• . 
PC'nti"•,. ' • r ̀  , ; , .•' ,' . • ... ": • • : •. dedeiniined.' by -this •jurY•"It will not 
''Nelson;said alcotiol 'can decrease •tell:the'world,•that you c8n,get real . 
a'•.p'grspn'S:,:abilit• to' concentrate; drunk avid get'otit•.of «. That is'ab= • . 
anal`ze1,•`•'and'•` thiiili••t•`complez..; solutely a'hoax .. • :• ., 
'ttioug̀ hts••e;said à-pe>rson•whohas Summers said the defense, has' 
,been-.dtYnkirt ,s metimes'"loses •the - re;;ted; its case "in chief," but added 

r g •Q•°°•• -• , he"' •will '• •'attemppt . to •introduce 
ability;tq know •you're dtviih:" • evidence ,Monday • about •Ford 
:• Furtlterrttore; Nelson said, ape+-  ' 
SOP,  ..'Motor Co: and its-commuNcations 
'develops 'a."•fafigue",' for≥•the .taste • with.. 'the': ". prosecution. Ford 
arid• sme1•, Qf. alcohol. -Hesaid once , manufactured 'the :chassis' of the 
Mahgneyy J drank; • ahe • liquid-' that ' • 1977 school bus which was sold as 
choked• hurt; tits sense;of taste may surplus to use xagct>,n•• r'trst ws-
havebeen' impaired: so that.: an sem6ly of God. ,-
` Y Acco in to• . Summers, ; a 
oth•r.leohol: mixed, i4 the Pepsi •I proveibl p̀ound' of flesh' has iil-
tp•4tiavg ; e4isgn utshable. , 
` d•ra ' ' ready.. been paid" by Ford in the a mixed 

"Would:iyou.;igreg that ;We would; se on the.night of the,collision.: 
riot_bC here buf for" what you did on',. ,''„,7beiclinical pharmacologist said 
that ;Saturday a'riight'7'? the' 'memory lase, or "blackouts"; are 
rosecutorrdsked: comm " ••• a 1 1 ; •3 on with or intoxication 
"I understand," Mahoney "said .: in high, z •conceritrations and 

time'• during •jthat-;aay rI•etinein;ahoitfei es v̀ery well. could •not coutd oit' fiaye;''; sto" ' •dririk=: Vii` ing)?','•ltich lsky Q,i•'iY •'• .. .'the events'that night:', 
"Richryalsky later asked Nelson if 

I:guess I;'CouId -W d"! Mahoney , Mahone ;would • have -had, the 
•. '•ability to ;make a'clear, and cons-' 

Attei MAoney left tfi .̀ ialid',, the , 'cious decision" aUout wfieuter to 
defense called it's final witness' in keep drinking. . 
the Case Nelson said it w uld be difficult 

Dr.ljarri Ikon Nelson, a clinical •'. determine and described such 
pharmacologist from Gincinnau, determinations as' "very slippery 
tesuned,as an ex rt witness on ,p ' slope." 

t r r 
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The Associated Press 

Karolyn'Nunnallee, whose d3:giter was killed in the'Carrollton bus crash May 14, 
recovers after making an erxcicnal plea for stiffer drunken droving penalties during 
a Mothers Against Drunk Di7✓.-ic news conference Tuesday in Louisville. Rob Beck, 
national chairman of MA= 4s in the background. ; 

A pie<<for Jus#ice 
Mother -wants, drunken drivers put in jail 
By Jeanne Houck 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

LOUISVILLE — The mother of 
the youngest victim of %be church 
bus crash near Carrolltua gave an 
angry and tearful plea R- tougher 
laws against drunken dr:i.ng Tues-
day. 

"Automatic suspension of driving 
privileges and mandate jail time 
for first-time offender's rraw sound 
harsh to you," said Karo;- Flunnal-
lee, whose 10-year-old daughter, 
Patty, died in the crash._ua:? 14. 

"But what scunds even harsher 
to me is knowing that my daughter 
died in the mos. terrifying, painful, 
and gruesome way, imaginable — 
and it started .and ended with a 
drunken driver. A repeat-offender 
drunken driver." 

Mrs. Tlunnallye spoke at a press 
conference cr.11ed by Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving during a 
break in National Transportation 
Safety Hoard hearings on the crash. 

Please see MADD, 2K 

is 



From Page 1K 

MADD took advantage of the 
focus on drunken driving to an-
nounce a campaign to enact in 
every state seven measures to 
combat the problem. 

The measures ranged from 
allowing police to confiscate 
driver's licenses from drunken 
drivers at the time of arrest to 
lowering the blood-alcohol level 
standard for drunkeness to 0.08. 
They also called for providing 
every police officer with a 
hand-held device that can mea-
sure a motorist's blood-alcohol 
level in the field and blood-al-
cohol testing of all drivers in-
volved in fatal and serious 
injury crashes. 
Rob Beck, chairman of 

MADD's national board, called 
the measures proven, practical 
-and cost-effective. He said ex-
perts from federal government 
agencies, private institutes and 
universities helped the organi-
zation draft them. 

"The judicial system and per-
sonnel are in place. We don't 
need $400.million and 22 million 
people more on the payroll of 
whatever government you want 
to pick to do this," he said. 

Allowing police to seize a 
drunken driver's ' license is the 
cornerstone of the legislative 
package, Beck said. A motorist 
would have to petition for a 
court hearing to get his license 
back before the' drunken driv-
ing charge went to trial. 
The measure is law in 23 

Mothers Against Drunk Driv-
ing would like to see every state 
adopt seven steps to combat 
drinking and driving: 
■ Allow police to confiscate 

driver's licenses from drunken 
drivers at the time of arrest. 
Kentucky does not. 
■ Establish roadside sobriety 

checkpoints. Kentucky police 
periodically do so. 
■ Lower the legal blood-alco-

hol level of motorists from the 
widely used 0.10 percent stan-
dard to 0.08. Under Kentucky 
law, a motorist is presumed 
drunk at 0.10 percent. 
■ Provide every police officer 

with a hand-held device that can 

measure a motorist's blood-al-
cohol level in the field. Some 
police officers, including troop-
ers at the state police post at 
Dry Ridge, have the devices. 
■ Require the state to pay for 

alcohol-traffic safety programs 
with fines levied against drunken 
drivers. Kentucky does. 
■ Require blood-alcohol test-

ing of all drivers involved in fatal 
and serious injury crashes. Ken-
tucky does not. 
■ Allow officials to confis-

cate license plates of repeat of-
fenders and motorists convicted 
of driving on a driver's license 
suspended or revoked for drunk-
en driving. Kentucky does not. 

states and the District of Co-
lumbia, but not Kentucky. 

Beck also said the roadside 
sobriety checkpoints are effec-
tive as a deterrent. People are 
less like to drink and drive if 
they know they may be check-
ed. 

Under Kentucky law, a mo-
torist is presumed drunk with a 
blood-alcohol reading of 0.10. 
The MADD measure would low-
er it to 0.08 and "per se" evi-
dence of drunken driving. 

"Quite frankly, I'd like to see 
it at zero, because if you're not 
drinking and driving, that's 
where it ought to be," Beck said. 

"But this is a progressive-type 
thing." 

Beck said MADD also sup-
ports federal legislation before 
the House and the Senate that 
would award grants to states 
that enact some of MADD's 
suggested measures. 

Lois Windhorst, founder of 
Kentucky MADD, said drunken 
driving deaths are on the rise in 
Kentucky. She blamed judges, 
prosecutors, and legislators for 
a "lack of leadership." 

Drunken driving kills 65 peo-
ple every day in the United 
States, according to MADD. 



By Michael Collins 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

Old If fl-518e 

LOUISVILLE — An expert on 
drunken driving estimates Larry W. 
Mahoney drank the equivalent of a 
case of light beer the night he hit a 
church bus head-on near Carrollton. 

Mahoney would have had to con-
sume that much to register 0.26, on a 
blood-alcohol test 11h hours after the 
accident, Dr. Herbert Moskowitz, presi-
dent of the Southern California Re-
search Institute, said Tuesday at a fed-
eral safety board hearing.. 

Moskowitz portrayed Mahoney as a 
problem drinker who probably did not 
realize he was going the wrong way on 
Interstate 71 May. 14 when he hit the 
bus. 

"Anyone who gets to the level he 
was at, in my opinion, has got a very 
serious problem," he said. 

His testimony differed sharply from 
the picture of Mahoney sketched by 
friends. Taylor Fox and Phil Downey 
described Mahoney as a moderate 
drinker who prefers light beer and can 
hold his alcohol. 

Both were drinking with Mahoney 
an hour before the accident. Neither 
thought he was drunk. 

Eleven witnesses*testified on, the 
opening day of fact-finding hearings 
conducted by the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, which is investi-
gating the fiery accident that killed 24 
young people and three adults. The 
crash was the deadliest in the nation 
involving drinking ,and driving, ac-

`"` &r—a' ig`to the safety-board. 
Testimony Tuesday focused on Ma-

honey's drinking habits and enforce-
ment of Kentucky's drunken driving 
laws. Moskowitz and Dr. Harvey A. Sie-
gal, a certified alcoholism counselor, 
testified that Mahoney has the char-
acteristics of a problem drinker. 

Toxicology tests conducted. at a 
Utah laboratory on blood samples tak-
en from Mahoney 1'h hours after the 
accident showed a blood-alcohol level 
of 0.26 percent. That means the level at 
the time of the accident likely was 0.29 
percent, Muskowitz said. 

For his blood-alcohol level to have 
reached 0.29 percent, he said, Mahoney 
would have had to drink 24 cans of 
light beer. 

The estimates assume Mahoney 
drank no other type of alcoholic bever-
ages and that he started drinking at 2 
p.m., where he first was seen at a bar 
drinking beer. 

Under Kentucky law, anyone with a 
blood-alcohol level of 0.10 is -presumed 
drunk. In 1984, Mahoney was cor_victed 
of drunken driving and completed a' 
state alcohol driver education ,pro-
gram. His blood-alcohol level was 0.16 

Please see HEARING, 2K 

From Page 1K 

percent. 

Anyone with a blood-alcohol 
content of 0.16 percent is likely 
to have a drinking problem, 
Moskowitz said. 

Mahoney's blood-alcohol lev-
el when he was arrested in 1984 
showed that he was "an experi-
enced drinker," said Siegal, a 
professor at Wright State Uni-
versity in Dayton, Ohio. Later 
drinking patterns indicate he 
occasionally experienced "epi-
sodic loss of control in which he 
would drink larger amounts." 

"Mr. Mahoney, in no sense of 
the word, could be considered a 
social or normal drinker," Sie-
gal said. 

Mahoney's blood-alcohol lev-
el of 0.26 percent increased his 
chance of becoming involved in 
an accident by 20,000 to 30,000 
percent, Moskowitz said. 

Moskowitz said a person's 
driving ability is impaired by as 
much as 100 to 200 percent when 
his blood-alcohol level reaches 
0.05 percent. The brain slows 
down, impairing vision and 
Judgment. 

"He was insensitive to the 
fact that he was going the 
wrong way," Moskowitz said. 

Fox and Downey, who were 
drinking with Mahoney May 14, 
did not believe he was too 
drunk to drive when he headed 
home about an hour before the 
accident. They said Mahoney 

— fie was rose 
he was going 6 

drank a few Miller Lites, bu 
not consume any other ala 
is beverages while he was 
them. 

Fox estimated that Mal, 
drank about seven or t 
beers before he left the ti 
where they were drinking. 
honey left around 10 p.m., 
ing he was going to his ti 
nearby. 

But Downey and Fox 
they watched as Mah( 
passed the entrance to his I 
and drove out of sight. 

Mahoney was traveling r 
in the southbound lanes 
he drove his pick-up truck 
the bus, which belonged tt 
Radcliff First Assembly Ch 
of God. 

Mahoney, 35, of Worth 
has been indicted on 27 cc 
of murder, 13 counts of as; 
44 counts of wanton enda: 
ment, and drunken drivini 

In other testimony Tue 
Fayette County Comr 
wealth's Attorney Ray L; 
testified that the numb 
drunken-driving arrests ii 
Lexington-Fayette County 
increased after the Traffi 
cohol Program was estab] 
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North Hardin Principal Ray Story talked with student Allen Tennison, a minister's son who was aboard the wrecked bus. 
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Arrangements are announced 
for remaining  crash victims :. 

Funeral arrangements and obituaries 
were released, clarified or confirmed yes-
terday for the remaining victims of Satur-
day's bus crash near Carrollton. 

Sandra Jean Brewer, 12, was born in 
Stuttgart, West Germany. She was a seventh-
grader at Radcliff Middle School. 

Survivors include her parents, Stepybo 
and Hella Brewer of Radcliff; a brMbr, 
Jerry Miller of Radcliff; and grandparents, 
Bill and Minnie Brewer of Bardstown) fh;l 
Elli Klowski of Eislingen, West Germdny': ' 
Sandra's funeral will be at 11 a.m.- tomor-

row at St. Monica Catholic Church in 134i* 
town, with burial later in Stuttgart. 

Visitation will be at Northside-Profflot 11th 
neral Home in Bardstown after 8:30 a... 
tomorrow. 

Joshua Michael Conyers, 14, of Vige 
Grove, was a ninth-grader at. North Hardin 
High School.. •V.r 

Survivors include his parents, Mr:•:aar! 
Mrs. Larry S. Conyers; a brother, Aaron 
Chaney Conyers of Vine Grove; and grand-
parents, Mr. and Mrs. James E. ConyersAnd 
Mr. and Mrs. Haulie C. Vibbert, all of Loufs• 
ville. . _ 

Joshua's funeral will be at 2 p.m. today 
at Nelson-Edelen-Bennett Funeral Home:in 
Vine Grove, with burial in North Hardin 
Memorial Gardens in Radcliff. 

Charles "Chuck" Kytta, 36, who organ- 
ized the bus trip to Kings Island, will tie 
among the nine victims of the bus crash 
whose funeral will be at 7 p.m. tomorrow-at 
Radcliff First Assembly of God. Visitation 
will be at the church from 1 to 7 p.m,,10-
morrow. Kytta will be buried in Hardid Me-
morial Park in Elizabethtown. 

A graveside service for Patricia Susan 
Nunnallee, 10, a fourth-grader at Meaaov 
View Elementary School in Radcliff, win-tie 
at 11 a.m. Monday in Bougainvillea Ceme• 
tery in Avon Park, Fla. 
The family requests that expressions •,qf 

sympathy Igo to the Radcliff Assembly,_gf 
God Family Fund. 
Stephenson-Nelson-Smith Funeral Home 

in Avon Park is in charge of arrangements. 

Marilyn Joy Williams, 34, of Radcliff; a 
chaperone on the outing to Kings Island, 
was the former Marilyn Joy Paskel. She was 
a native of Poplar Bluff, Mo., and was. .a 
licensed real-estate agent. She was a mem• 
ber of First Assembly of God in Radcliff, 
and was assistant pianist there. 

Survivors Include her husband, Sgt. Jack 
Lee Williams; her parents, Mr. and Mrs.•Bill 
Paskel of Poplar Bluff; two sisters, Maria.J. 
Grimes of Norris City, Ill., and Jill D. •Chil= 
ton of Poplar Bluff; a brother, Sgt. Marty D. 
Paskel of Scott Air Force Base, Ill.; and her 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond JQnes 

of•Williamsville, Mo. 
Marilyn Joy Williams and Sgt. Jack Lee 

Williams are the parents of two daughtes 
who also were killed in the bus crash. ,- ,'-.--- 

Kristen Joy Williams, 14, was born.,at 
Presidio Air Force Base, Calif. She was..an. 
eighth-grader at Radcliff Middle School aid 
a member of First Assembly of God.. -• 
Robin Jill Williams, 10, was born at Fort 

Hood, Texas. She was a fourth-grader,'at. 
Meadow View Elementary School in Rdd-
cliff and a member of First Assembly of 
God. 

Kristen and Robin are survived by tholt 

father and grandparents. -. • The funeral for Marilyn Joy, Kristen-Joy, 

and Robin Jill Williams will be at 2.p.ni; 
tomorrow at First Baptist Church In Poplar. 
Bluff, with burial In City Cemetery there. 

Visitation will be at Fitch Funeral Aging 
in Poplar Bluff after 6 p.m. today. 

The funeral for Chad Anthony Witir;;l.4,, 
an eighth-grader at Radcliff Middle School, j{ 
will be at noon today at McKinney-Btift, 
Funeral Home In Liberty, with.buriar. 
Glenwood Cemetery there. Vlsltntion;,a , 
funeral home -will be after, llla ' 
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Satellite center 

Press, swarmed. to 
By MARK CAMPBELL 
Courier Staff Writer 

Earlier in.the day, bagpipe music 
echoed• over the Carroll County 
hillsides as the sixth annul Kentucky 
Scottish Weekend was being held at 
General Butler State Resort Park. 

Carroll County and Carrollton was 
getting the type of exposure officials 
there like to get .. People were , 
visiting the community, seeing its 
best face and enjoying themselves — 
the kind of experience that brings 
tourists back time after time. 
Later, however, fate struck like a 

grim reaper in the night as a pickup 
truck crashed into a church bus that 
was 'returning from an Ohio 
amusement park on Interstate 71. 
Twenty-seven members of a Rad-

cliff, Ky., youth group died after fire 
swept the bus: • . 

Larry:, W ;. MAhjriey;.34',;• ri (Awen' 
County' 'nian •̀ erriployed• byl' t̀ar 
Carrollton industry was arrested for 
driving under the influence and 
charged with 27 counts of murder in 
the crash. 

In a matter of seconds, Carroll 
County transformed from a heritage 
festival atmosphere to the site of the 
nation's second worst bus accident 
since records have been kept on such 
tragedies. The focus of the nation's' 
television cameras, newspaper 
reporters and radio broadcasters 
was centered on Carroilton. 
According to Kentucky State 

Police Trooper Jim Mudd, public in-
formation officer for the LaGrange 
Post No. 5, in the first 24 hours 
following the accident, nearly. 100 
reporters from newspapers, 
television stations and networks and 
radic gathered in Carrollton to begin 
repo-ting the tragedy. 

The Kentucky National Guard Ar-
mor- in Carrollton was converted in-
to a mobile command post for the in-
vestigation and a temporary morgue 
was established with refridgerated 
trucks at the Site. 
As soon as the investigation began 

producing information for release'to 
the media, Mudd and KSP Trooper 
Gler: Walton, of the Frankfort post, 
begp-.n holding hourly .press con-
ferezces. 

The parking lot at the Carrollton Armory was coverted into a outside the armory to feed live reports back to their stations via 

media center with all types of vehicles frorn newspapers, satellite. (Staff photo by Mark Campbell.) 

television stations and networks. Many TV stations used the area A A  

-a - rroliton 
In a matter of a few short hours, 

regional and network television 
satellite trucks began showing up at 
the armory like mushrooms popping 
up after a midnight summer rain. 
"There's no comparing this" to 

the coverage of any tragedy the 
LaGrange Post 5 has ever-had; said 
Mudd. "This is by far the greatest 
and biggest coverage we've ever 

had. In all honesty, due to advances 
in technology, there was probably 
more coverage on this than" any 
other similar tragedy. 
According to Mudd, efforts were 

made to keep records on how-many 
and which media outlets worked on 
the story by registering each repor-
ter who arrived at the mobile com-
mand post. 
Mudd said the media •list included 

86 names on the day following the 
crash-. He said the press corps was 
represented not only by television, 
newspaper and radio reporters from 
Kentucky, Indiana and Ohio, but 
also national publications and net-
works such as ABC, CBS, NBC and 
CNN television andior radio net-
works. People Magazine and the 
New York Times, Los' Angeles 
•Times-  and Washington;r. Post_ 

Ff- o- ,• t-1 _ - - 



i newppapers were represented. a 
;Alpo, M,ydd_ noted ,•h1t; ,the; stq}y 

received bold headlines in London, 
England, and was carried on British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
newscasts; 

In fact, there were so many repor-
ters involved in coverage of the 
story that in some cases, news 
reporters were a step ahead of the 
state police investigators in in-
terviewing people about the case. 
"You had reporters following the 

same leads we had," said Mudd. "In 
some cases a newspaper would send 
four or five reporters off in different 
directions and they were getting to 
some people before we were. 1 don't 
know of any (reporters) that ac-
tually interfered with the in-
vestigation." 
According to Mudd, members of 

the local media — including 
Louisville and Lexington in Ken-
tucky and Cincinnati in Ohio — were 
the "most cooperative" to deal with 
while the national network television 
reporters were the "hardest to deal 
with." 
"They were demanding," said 

Mudd of the network affiliates. 
"They seemed like they were wan-
ting preferential treatment and 
thinking they should get their stories 
first and be able to get out before 
everybody else." 
However, Mudd noted that repor-

ters with ABC's "20/20" television 
news magazine were unlike the 
other network affiliates and added 
that "all of their staff was just fan-
tasti(c." 
Mudd said he logged 951/2 hours 

during the past week — most of 
which came from the time of the 
crash on Saturday night until things 
began quieting down on Tuesday 

evening when the names of the 27 
victims were released and the 
bodies released for burial. 
He said several news agencies 

with more than one reporter on the 
case liked to practice "gang tactics" 
by asking the same question several 
times supposedly in an attempt to 
get a different response. He said it 
was particularly gratifying when 
other reporters would laugh down 
such tactics. 
Asked if he thought the amount of 

attention centering around the 
tragedy could end up as negative 
publicity for Carrollton and 
Carrollton County, Mudd said he 
didn't think so. 
He noted that emergency workers 

in Carroll and surrounding counties 
did an "excellent" job in handling 
the tragedy. and that their response 
to the crash and its aftermath should 
be viewed as a positive act. 

"I'll tell you what' as far as I'm 
concerned, the people may be volun-
teers but as dedicated as they are to 
their jobs I hope they will never be 
left out of any accolades that can be 
given out on this," said Mudd. "You 
can practice these (disaster drills), 
but actually doing it is something 
else. They've just been superb." 
Charles I. Overbey, executive 

director of the Carroll County Com-
munity Development . Corporation 
agreed on that point. 

"It was unfortunate that this 
tragedy happened in this county," 
said Overbey. "It seems like we've 
been on a roll of unfortunate 
situations, but it also seems like the 
county has banded together each 
time. In all tragedies there is usually 
something beneficial." 
Overbey noted that the county's 

ability to pull together and respond 
to the crash and its aftermath should 
be viewed s a positive response to a 
negative situation. 

Overbey, who is engaged in at-
tracting tourists and prospective in-
dustries to the community said he 
didn't think the national publicity 
surrounding the tragedy would 
result in any less visits to Carroll 
County by tourists or industrial 
clients. 
On the other hand, the tragedy left 

other scars on the local community 
as many of the emergency workers 
and police who responded to the 
crash and worked in the morgue 
were emotionally affected by what 
they saw in the victims who were 
transported to hospital and the 
charred remains of the 27 dead, said 
Mudd. 

"The majority of them were af-
fected in one way or another," said 
Mudd. "If the average person didn't 
feel 'something then there would be 
something wrong with him." 
Mudd noted that while conducting 
a press conference on May 15, he 
almost broke down on camera and 
officers and .emergency workers 
who attended memorial services in 
Radcliff on May 19 were also 
emotionally moved. 
"There will be a lot of people who 

will have scars from a long, long 
time from this," Mudd concluded. 

(EDITOWS NOTE: Courier writer Mark Cam-
)bell, who resides near 1.71 at-Campbellsburg, 
alas the first news reporter on the scene. Camp-
W1 was home and heard a report of the accident 
of a police scanner. He arrived at the accident 
scene 12 minutes later.) 
t 
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Men who drank ,  
K r' 9•rr 

with Mahoney 
called to testify  

By Michael Collins 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

LOUISVILLE — Two men who 
drank beer with Larry Mahoney the 
night his pickup truck crashed into a 
church bus on Interstate 71 will testify 
before federal panels investigating the 
crash. 

Phil Downey and Taylor Fox are 
among the first of 20 witnesses sched-
uled to testify during three days of 
hearings here before the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 

Drunken-driving experts, bus safety 

1 officials and witnesses of the May 14 
accident also will appear at the hear-
ings, which began this morning. Survi-
vors of the bus wreak probably will not 
testify because the agency doesn't 
want to traumatize them, NTSB 
spokesman Allan Pollock said. 

The fact-finding hearings will ex-
amine the safety of the nation's school 
buses and the effectiveness of drunken 
driving laws. Testimony will focus on 
the performance and capabilities of 
drivers under the influence of alcohol, 
the extent of the drunken-driving 
problem, and the effectiveness of Ken-
tucky's drunken driving laws and alco-
hol education • program, safety board 
officials said. 

Findings and recommendations 
that evolve from the hearings will be 
(presented to the safety board during a 
public hearing in Washington, 
D.C.,probably early next year. 

"Unfortunately, alcohol=related ac-
cidents occur at an outrageously high 
rate, more than three accidents every 
minute of the day," said Jim Burnett, 
safety board-chairrrian. "While many 
do not involve fatalities, the threat is 
always there. 

"This accident again has shown us 
how driving under the influence can 
suddenly turn a pleasure outing into a 
tragedy. Keeping problem drinkers off 
the road before they injure or kill 
someone should remain one of the top 
priorities of local, state and the federal 
government." 

The Carrollton crash is the worst-

ever drunken driving accident in the 
United States, Burnett said.. Tests 
showed Mahoney's blood-alcohol level 
was 2% times the legal limit when his 
pickup truck crashed head-on into a 
church bus carrying 67 people. He was 
travelling the wrong way on Interstate 
71. 

Twenty-seven people died when the 
bus burst Into flames. Thirteen others 
were injured. 

The first day of testimony is expec-
ted to focus mostly on drunken driv-
ing. 

A report on the accident released 
this morning Indicates Mahoney 
stopped for drinks at two bars the day 
of the accident. He also had at least 
one beer at two friends' homes. Fox 
and Downey were drinking with Ma-
honey a little over an hour before the 
accident. 

Police believe he may have been 
headed to Burlington to visit a friend, 
Kimberly K. Frederick, when he got 
onto I-71. 

The safety board reports say Maho-
ney visited a woman named "Kim" at 
Scanlon's Drug Store in Burlington be-
tween 5 and 5:30 p.m. May 14. Ms. Fred-
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Brick works at Scanlon's. 
Mahoney visited the woman 

for about one minute. The 
woman, identified in the re-
ports as a former girlfriend, told 
investigators that Mahoney said 
he needed a friend to talk to 
and that he was confused. 
The report also said the 

woman could tell Mahoney had 
been drinking but that he did 
"not iapoeai to be drunk. She 
said she had never seen him in 
the kind of mood he was in that 
day. 

The woman made plans to 
meet Mahoney at the Little 
Place bar at 10 p.m, according to 
the reports. When Mahoney 
never showed up, she left the 

bar at 11 p.m. She learned about 
the accident the next day from 
one of Mahoney's friends. 

Mahoney, 35, of Worthville, 
has been indicted on 27 counts 
of murder, 13 counts of assault, 
44 counts of wanton endanger-
ment and drunken driving. 

The bus, which was owned by 
the Radcliff First Assembly 
Church o1 God, was returning 
home from Kings Island 
Amusement Park, north of Cin-
cinnati. All of the passengers 
survived the initial ,impact of 
the crash but a piece of the bus 
punctured the gasoline tank, 
causing a fire that blocked the 
front door. 

Frantic passengers jammed 
the rear emergency exit door, 
and those who could not escape 
died of smoke inhalation. 

Reports released this morn-

ing before the hearings began 
said that maintenance records 
of the Radcliff bus did not re-
veal any conditions that would 
have contributed to the acci-
dent. 

Burnett said the Carrollton 
tragedy is similar to a fiery bus 
accident 20 years ago. 

Nineteen people died when a 
drunken driver headed the 
wrong way on Interstate 15 
slammed into sinner-city bus 
near Baker, Calif. The bus 
caught fire, and many of the 
passengers burned to death. 

Witnesses said the driver of 
the car had been drinking off 
and on for 6;6 hours before the 
collision. His roommate told in-
vestigators that he refused to 
accompany the driver because 
he was "too -drunk to drive," 
Burnett said. 
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There's been a lot of support in 
the community." 
A widowed neighbor of Ma-

honey's. parents, Lillian Keefe 
O'Banion of Owen County, said-
she has agreed to post two of - 
the three farms she owns. She 
said the farms are paid off and 
represent $180,000 in equity. 

"I've been with (Mahoney) ; 
ever since he was born," she 
said. "He doesn't have -any 
meanness in him." 

Mrs. O'Donovan was disap-
pointed in the Judge's ruling. 
She said Mahoney will not skip 
bail. 

"There is no chance of that 
and I_give you my word," she 
said. "Larry will not run-. He Just 
wants to go back to work: His 
face is so well' known. Where 

would he go?" 
"We really feel bad about 

what happened, for the children 
and-everyone involved," she ad-
ded. "But we want my brother 
to be treated fair. It is not mur-
der, it was an accident. 

Mahoney, 35, of Worthville in 
Owen County, was indicted on 
27 counts of murder, 13 counts 
of assault, 44 counts of wanton 
endangerment, and drunken 
driving. Police say he was going 
the wrong way on Interstate 71 
when his pickup truck plowed 
head-on into the church bus, 
which burst into flames. 

Satterwhite said the bond 
was based upon the seriousness 
of the charges, the fact that so 
many people died, and the ques-
tion of whether Mahoney would 
return for trial if released. He 
said he felt that allowing Maho-
ney to post a property bond was ` 
lenient. • - 

Defense attorneys William 

Summers and Russ Baldani ar-
gued during the hearing that 
state ,law allows defendants to 
post the debt-free portion of, 
property. They contended that 
the Judge is treating Mahoney 
unfairly. 

"No one stands here without 
remorse, without the heaviest of 
feelings for the loss Of these 
lives," Summers said. "But, by 
gosh, that Constitution that sits 
down there in Washington D.C. 

Is supposed to apply equally. 
Why should the. property of 
Larry Mahoney have to be dif-
ferentr 

Paul Richwalsky Jr., the as-
sistant state attorney prosecut-
ing the case, said state law 
allows a Judge to impose what-. 
ever bond conditions he deems 
appropriate. 

Summers said Mahoney's de-
fense lawyers will take the mat-
ter to the state Court of 
Appeals. 
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Hearings begin on bus wreck that billed 27 
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such as Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving, and that has led to a drop 
during the past decade of 4,000 fa-
talities a year caused by drunken 
drivers. 

Noting that drunken drivers still 
kill 23,000 Americans every year, he 
said the problem "is not going to be 
whipped unless we maintain that 
public interest." The NTSB hearings 
are Intended to do just that, he said. 
One concern identified by Burnett 

and several witnesses is that more 
must be done to punish and treat 
problem drinkers the first time they 
are convicted of drunken driving.. 

"Traditionally we put very little 
effort into dealing with the first of-
fense," he said, "and that's your 
best_ opportunity." 
Mahoney pleaded guilty to drunk-

en driving in 1984, and his driver's 
license was suspended pending com-
pletion of an alcohol driver-educa-
tion course. He was not required to 
undergo any treatment for a drink-
ing problem. 
Such education programs "work 

extraordinarily well with social 
drinkers," said Siegel. "However, 
they have minimal impact with 
problem drinkers." He said problem 
drinkers should be identified 
through testing and interviews with 
trained personnel, and should be re-
quired to attend treatment pro-
grams that help them quit drinking. 

State officials who testified yester-

day said • Kentucky's first-offender 
program does not include these fea-
tures. First offenders in the state 
can reduce their automatic license 
suspension from six months to 30 
days by completing a state-run alco-
hol driver-education program or 
similar classes operated by not-for-
profit regional mental-health cen-
ters and about a dozen for-profit 
companies. While most offenders, 
such as Mahoney, take advantage of 
the classes, they are not required to 
enroll. 
The 9-hour state alcohol driver-

education courses consist of identi-
fying the DUI problem, the effects 
and dangers of driving under the in-
fluence, some of the myths about 
drinking and strategies to prevent 
drinking and driving, said Debra 
Mills, program manager. Films are 
also shown; and students fill out a 
questionnaire that helps them deter-
mine whether they have a drinking 
problem. Their names do not ap— 
pear on the survey. 

Mills and Ralph Evitts, an instruc-
tor who conducted the class Ma-
honey attended, acknowledged that 
it is up to the defendants to seek 
further help if they think they have 
a drinking problem. However, that 
is unlikely because denial is com-
mon among alcoholics. 
"They have to have the initiative 

(to seek further help)," Mills said 
aftei her testimony. "How many 
people will sign up to get more 
treatment? It's time and money." 

Mills added that she would favor 

a program requiring first offenders 
to be evaluated for a drinking prob-
lem and then referred for treat-
ment. 

Mills was uncertain when asked 
whether the first-offender program 
had been successful. She said stu-
dents are not monitored after they 
complete the program. 
That is something that concerns 

the NTSB's Burnett. "One problem 
is a lot of programs have been car-
ried out without ki lot of scrutiny." 

Burnett also encouraged Ken-
tucky officials to more widely publi-
cize an existing hot line for citizens 
to report drunken drivers. Since 
1983, the hotline (800-222-5555) has 
led to 1,097 arrests, state police said. 
A number of new details about 

the accident emerged in testimony 
yesterday or in four reports pre-
pared by NTSB investigators. 

■ Mahoney's whereabouts and ac-
tivities before the accident were de-
tailed. He was seen drinking beer in 
two Carrollton bars between 2 and 4 
p.m. on May 14, according to an 
NTSB report. 

At 4:30, he prove to a pharmacy 
in Florence where his girlfriend, 
identified only as Kim, worked. She 
told investigators that Mahoney 
smelled of beer but did not seem 
drunk. He told her he "needed a 
friend to talk to and that he was 
confused." They arranged to meet 
at 10 p.m. at a bar near Florence. 

At 6:30, Mahoney arrived at Den-
nis Mefford's house near Worthville, 

and for the next, two hours, they 
shared a six-pack of beer and a piz-
za with another friend. At 8:30, Ma-
honey went to another friend's 
house, arriving holding a can of 
beer. 
Fox was also there, and when Ma-

honey said he wanted to drive back 
to see his girlfriend, Fox took Ma-
honey's keys from the pickup truck. 
"I figured he didn't need to be 
driving, Fox said. While he thought 
Mahoney could drive safely, Fox 
worried that Mahoney would be 
stopped by police. He returned the 
keys to Mahoney when he promised 
to drive home, and he left about 
9:30 p.m. 

W According to an NTSB report, 
the bus had filled its 60-gallon gas 
tank 22 miles before the accident. 
That would mean it had pulled off 
Interstate 71 at the Glencoe exit. 
The investigators estimated that 57 
gallons of gas were still in the tank 
at the time of the crash. 

M In a reconstruction of the acci-
dent, NTSB investigators deter-
mined that John Pearman, the bus 
driver, would not have been able to 
see that the oncoming pickup was in 
the wrong lane until it was 200 feet 
in front of him, giving him only sec-
onds to react. Because he was pass-
ing a Cadillac at the time, Pearman 
had nowhere to go. Skid marks on 
the road indicate Pearman braked 
20 feet before impact, according to 
the report. 

® Contrary to the reports of some 
survivors, investigators found the 
pickup's lights were on high beam. 

j 
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Ums-p eck hearing focuses.. on e 
By GIDEON GIL 
and GIL LAWSON 
Staff Writers 

Taylor Fox described his friend Larry 
Mahoney as an occasional drinker. 

Phil Downey said Mahoney, a longtime 
pal, "would drink less than a lot of the 
guys around." 
When Fox and Downey saw Mahoney on 

the evening of May 14, neither man 
thought their companion was drunk — cer-
tainly not enough to keep him from 
driving safely. "Larry could handle it real 
well," Fox said. 

But experts on drunken driving painted 
a different picture of Mahoney yesterday 
during the first day of federal hearings 
into the May 14 collision between Mahon-
ey's pickup, headed the wrong way on In-
terstate 71, and a church bus near Carroll-
ton. The bus driver and 26 passengers died 
in the ensuing fire. 

L 

Dr. Herbert 
Moskowitz, a Universi-
ty of California-Los 
Angeles authority on 
the effects of alcohol, 
calculated that Ma-
honey would have had 
to consume a case, or 
24 cans, of Miller Lite 
beer — the beer wit-
nesses said Mahoney 
drank — to have 2Y2 
times the legal limit of 
alcohol in his blood, the amount investiga-
tors later found in blood tests. 

"You're massively impaired" at that lev-
el, Moskowitz said. He said a driver's judg-
ment, vision, perception and ability to pay 
-attention to other vehicles and the road 
are sharply reduced, which would help ex-
plain how Mahoney came to be driving 
north in the highway's southbound lane. 
To drink that much without ,getting sick, 

c•   

Testimony by alcohol 
experts and friends of 
Larry Mahoney differed 
on how much drinking is 
too much. . 

Moskowitz added, Mahoney would have to 
be a heavy, regular drinker. 
The differing views of Mahoney's drink-

ing habits are "exactly what this whole 
problem is all about," , Harvey Siegal, a 
Wright State University psychologist who 
developed a drunken-driving program in 
Ohio, said in an interview. "We've got a 
situation here that a culture is supporting 
them (drunken drivers)." 

Eleven witnesses testified before the 
National Transportation Safety Board yes-
terday at the Holiday Inn-Hurstbourne in 
Jefferson County, and they focused almost 
entirely on the issue of drunken driving. 
Most of the remaining two days of hear-
ings are expected to examine school-bus 
safety. 

"This accident again has shown us how 
driving under the influence can suddenly 
turn a pleasure outing into a tragedy," 
NTSB chairman Jim Burnett said in open-
ing the hearings. "Keeping problem drink-
ers off the road before they injure or kill 
someone should remain one of the top pri-
orities of local, state and the federal gov-
ernment." 

In an interview, Burnett said public atti-
tudes toward drunken driving are chang-
ing because of the work of citizens' groups 

See HEARING 
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jury-selection for 

n trialgoingsmoothly M l•® e a _ 
By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor  

Attorneys in the trial -of Larry 
Wayne Mahoney, the Owen County 
man facing 27 counts of murder in 
connection with a 1988 bus crash 
near Carrollton, described their first 
day of jury selection as smooth. 

Mahoney, 36, faces 82 total 
charges including 27 counts of 
murder, 42 counts of first-degree 
wanton endangerment, 12 counts of 
first-degree assault and ,one count 
of driving under the influence. 

State police claim Mahoney's 
blood-alcohol content was 0.24 
percent on May 14, 1988, when he 
crashed his 1987 Toyota pickup 
truck head-on into a church bus on 
interstate 71 just south of Car-
rollton, killing 24. children and 
three adults. Police also claim 
Mahoney was iravelin't the wrong 
way on the interstate at the time of 
the wreck. 

Jury.-selection in the case began . 
:at --approximately 9:30 am. yester-
day at the Carroll County 
Courthouse with Carroll Circuit 
Judge Charles F. Satterwhite presid-
-ing. The first 100 of 300 p-rospec= 
Live jurors called for. the case were 
interviewed as a group'and by 1:15 
P.m. yesterday Satterwhite was as-
signing the prospective jurors times Larry W Mahoney (right) sits with attorneys William Summers (center) and Russell Baldani (left) 
for more detailed individual inter- during a hearing in Carroll District Court yesterday. Mahoney faces 27 counts of murder in a trial that 
views beginning Monday, Nov. 13. began yesterday. (Staff photo by Mark Campbell.) 
"So far everything is going about 

as smooth as, I can imagine it 

Facing charges 
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going," said defense attorney Wil-
liam Summers, in a.' press con 
ference with reporters yesterday. "I 
believe the general voir dire portion 
that was done today will probably 
be speeded up a little bit by going 
<thrbugh it once. Tomorrow and 
Friday it looks like • it's.'going -to 
take a half-day ... It seems_ to' be 
well." + 
Throughout yesterday's proceed-

ings, Mahoney, who was wearing 
dress pants, a, long ,sleeve ., shirt and 
bfdwn': - shoes, sat quietly; .%orily`' 
speaking to his attorneys or family 
members who were seated- in two 
rows behind the defense table. 

"Exactly what you'd expect," 
said - Summers,. when asked the 
mood of -his client. "He's a very 
pensive person, a.very quiet person 
and;::I : imagine . the •:anticipation^of 
getting it . started is a whole dif-
ferent thing for him :.. he's a very, 
very quiet person and there is very 
little conversation. 

According to Summers and. spe-
cial prosecutor Paul Richwalsky in-
terviews - with prospective jurors 
have gone well • and 'the likelihood 
of finding a fair and impartial- jury" 
to hear the case in Carroll County 

seems good. 
•"I believe we're going to'get as 

fair a trial as has ever been done in 
the United 'States and I believe that 
in my heart," said Summers. 

Asked to profile the type of jury 
both the prosecution and defense •is 
seeking .to seat in .the case, Sum-. 
mers. said he felt he could answer 
for both sides in that both he and 
Richwalsky are looking for a. jury 
that would be "imminently fair'to 
.both. sides., and that's. not, trite .and,., 
[Bat's not kidding;" 

"I hope we can select a fair and. 
impartial: jury," the. prosecutor said. 
"The whole process -is devised to i1- 
licit exactly that .type of informa- 
tion ... the process is designed ;•o-
find out from those people lib; , 
responses to the questions, i Have: 

_:fok them and Bill.:(Summeis)'.h, 
for them. You're asking us to' look. 
into a crystal ball and forecast what 
the end results are going. to be a 
week or two or .three weeks from 
now and we can't do that." 

During .most of yesterday's 
proceedings, the prospective jurors 
indicated that they could set aside 
the pre-trial publicity they have 
been ' exposed to and decide the 

case based on the evidence presen-
ted during'the trial. 

Attorneys in. the case agreed that 
some of the, prospective jurors in 
.the case, will: be able to `do that 
while others may already have been 
tainted • by pre-trial publicity, a 
-situation they . claim is normal in a 
case as highly publicized as 
Mahoney's. 
Summers noted the influence of 

pre-trial . publicity from the bus 
sr;.,crash ,and,: its procecdings;.in ,court. 
'as well as a National Transportation 
Safety Board hearing on the bus 
crash in Louisville last fall must be 
considered when selecting a jury 
for the case. 

"I can't imagine anyone reading 
it and not beginning to form certain 
natural biases and prejudices," said 
Summers. on the pretrial publicity 
situation. "The-question -is'as:' you 
heard it to the, jurors, 'As you hear 
this does it come to mind' of such 
strength that you wish to speak out 
now.' We will discuss naturally in 
the-course individual voir dire what 
effect the articles and reporting and 
certainly the presence of that hear-
ing down in Louisville' which 
neither of us participated in. That's 

very. important." 
. However, at one point in yester-

day's action, one of the prospective 
jurors stood and told, the judge, 
"After all the publicity I've seen on 
television and read in newspapers, I 
don't think I could convict Mr. 
Mahoney of anything." . 

"If you think back to what the 
very purpose of what the jury selec-
tion process is, it's for precisely 
that,." said Richwalsky. "You don't 
want...people. to, sit..there .mute or 
quiet ..`'I'ha4e to speak for myself, 
but by not being a mind reader or 
telepathic, I don't know what 
they're thinking. But if they don't 
talk we're not going to know any-
thing." 
When attorneys begin their in-

dividual interviews -of prospective 
jurors on Monday, Summers said 

:.. the line .of questions will be—tar-
geted at determining their feelings 
on several issues that are related to 
the case. He said attorneys will 
begin to have a better understand-
ing of how the prospective jurors 
really feel about the case at that 
Lime. 
See: TRIAL 
Back Page, Column 3 
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He said the issues to be discus-
sed will include: the effects of 
children with injuries causing 
death, alcohol, alcohol in their own 
lives, trauma in their own lives and 
pre-trial publicity and, its affects 
whether negative or positive and 
their own feelings. 

According to both Summers .and 
Richwalsky, the bus crash is one of 
the most emotional cases that either 
have ever worked. They said the 
details of the accident as well as the 
sheer magnitude of people involved 
makes' it unlike anything they've 
ever been involved with. 
When asked to explain how dif-

ferent the Mahoney case is to any 
of the other murder cases he's 
prosecuted in the past, Richwalsky 
found it hard to describe. 
"On the face of this prosecution 

it seemed to be very straightfor-
ward and very simple and very 
easy, but when you scratch aside 
the facade it has become a com-
plicated and convoluted and inter-
twined,".said Richwalsky. "It is un-
like any case I have ever been in-
volved in before. I think just by the 
sheer numbers 'and magnitude and 
issues involved, unless you could 
have lived with us the last 18 
months and touched it, felt it, 
breathed it and become a part of it, 
there is no way I could explain to 

anybody in this room or anybody that is ever going to listen or read 

what you all are writing down, 
what this prosecution's all about. 
That might not be much. of an 
answer, but it's the best I can do." 

Richwalsky said the prosecution 
had its case mapped out and ready 
to take to trial two weeks ago. 
However, some pre-trial decisions 
made by Satterwhite to include tes-
timony concerning the design and 
safety of the bus caused the com-
monwealth to have to "get back 
together with the families of the 
homicide victims." 

"It's unlike any other type of 
regular murder case where you 
meet in (the victims') living room 
and develop a close rapport with 
them," he said. "We -had to as-
semble 27 families together in a 
,room. When you stop and. think 
some prosecutors don't try 27 mur-
der cases in their career, but when 
we walked out of that room that 
night we had been with 27 separate 
families that had each lost one or 
more family members ... that's 
what I'm trying to convey to you 
that it is unlike any other type of 
thing in my own experience." 
Summers came to Richwalsky's 

defense by noting the Mahoney 
case has been an emotional situa-

tion for all parties involved and that 
regardless of what those , involved 
-say, iv is ̀ still hard for.outsiders- to 
realize how difficult dealing with 
families on either side of the crash. 
has been. 
. "If you can necessarily imagine, 

first of all a lawyer's obligation is 
to do their best to not be overcome 
by the emotion of whatever situa-
tion they're in," said Summers. 
"There's emotion on my side and 
there is emotion on Paul's side. I 
cannot feel it anywhere near what 
he can feel for his nor can he feel 
mine. 
"We have got to work as hard as 

we can to not let that engulf us," 
the defense attorney continued. 
"You think that it isn't tearing.this 
man up seeing these faces, seeing 
these brothers and sisters of 
deceased people. I can speak for 
him, it's cutting his guts out but yet 
he's got to go upstairs and do a job 
and I really think everybody ought 
to think about that in some of your 
questions from now on. This is 
tough on both of us and something 

I'd rather say so he doesn't have 
to." 

Li answers to other questions 
yesterday, both the prosecution and 
defense admitted that neither side 
of the case is considering any type 
of plea agreement at this time to 
avoid taking the case before a jury 
— especially" considering the 
likelihood that the projected six-
week to two-month trial could be 
an emotionally difficult ordeal for 
both the victims' families as well as 
for Mahoney and his family mem-
bers. 

"There were discussions, as I had 
anticipated there would be, . almost 
a year ago," said Summers. "I un-
derstood where he was coming 
from, but we're taking it to jury." 
"When (Satterwhite) asked us if 

both parties were ready for trial and 
we said yes; that should have 
answered that,I' Richwalsky added. 

In addition to Summers, 
Mahoney was represented at 
yesterday's proceedings by defense 
attorney Russell Baldani and a jury 
and trial cdhsultant, John C. 
Johnson, a clinical psychologist 
from Friday l4arbor, Wash. Attor-
ney Jack Hildebrand is expected to 
join the defense later in the trial. 

In addition, ;Mahoney was, sup-
ported by nine members of his 
family yesterday including his 
mother, a sister; a brother-in-law, a 
cousin, his ex-wife and his 16-year-
old son, Tony. 

Summers said Mahoney's father 
and ' some othef family members 
were not in court yesterday because 
they were busy ,.working with the 
family's tobacco; crop. "They got a 
season in tobacco and part of the 

family is doing that," he said. 
According .to Summers, 

Mahoney held up; emotionally well 
under the crunch° of attention the 
case received today. "He relates to 
me and he's the same person I have 
been representing,-:for 18 months. 
He's quiet, he's introspective, he's 
shy, he only answers a question if 
he's asked unless: you're talking 
about coon hunting. To be very 
honest with you that's about all he 
was; just a quiet person and friends 
and people who have known. him 
all his life will say the same thing." 
The second group of 100 

prospective jurors was called at 9 
a.m. today and a tl}ird and final 
group of 100" is -scheduled for 
Friday before individual interviews 
begin Monday. 

In . interviews witN• prospective, 
jurors this morning, Satterwhite fol-
lowed the 'same line oli.instructions 
and questions as presented yester-
day, . 

During the first session of court 
today, three prospective furors from 
,a group of -approximately .60 were 
excused -.for.imedical- and, personal 
reasons. 't 

In other questions concerning 
how many of the prospective jurors 
had either worked with Mithoney or 
had family members work'(with him 
at M&T Chemicals in Carrollton, 
10 out of the group responded. 
. One man was excused ftom jury 

duty after he told Satterwhite that 
he had worked with Mahoney and 
was a good friend of, the defendant. 
'Satterwhite excused the man af-

ter he told the judge tha(, he had 
discussed the case with Mahoney. 
Mahoney had nine family mem-

bers with him in court this morn-
ing. Mahoney's father, John, who 
missed the Wednesday session to 
work on the family's tobacco crop, 
attended this mornings session. 

Attorneys in the -case claim -it 
could take as long as two weeks to 
select the jury and the trial could 
last from six week to two. Months. 
The final 100 prospective jurors are 
scheduled to be called tomorrow. 

L 
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1By MARK CAMPBELL 
(Kentucky News Editor  

I
-- As jury selection continued in 

the murder trial of Larry Wayne 
Mahoney yesterday, attorneys in 
the case began to see how alcohol 
has affected the lives of prospective 
jurors called for the case and how 
small and tight-knit residents are in 
Carroll County. - 

During the second day of group 
interviews yesterday, five of the 67 
prospective jurors called in the case 
had experienced family problems 
related to. drunk --driving including 
two people who lost relatives in al-
cohol-related automobile crashes. 

Also, I  members of the panel 
called yesterday either worked with 
Mahoney or had relatives work 

..with the defendant at Carrollton's . 

Mahoney, 36, of, rural Owen' 
County, is charged with 82 total 
counts in connection with a head-
on 'collision between his pickup 
trick and a Radcliff, Ky., church. 
bus on May 14, 1988. 

State police claim he had been 
drinking on" the night his truck 
crashed into the bus and had a 
blood-alcohol content of 0.24 per-
cent _ almost 2'h times the level 
considered too intoxicated to drive 
under Kentucky law. 

Police also claim Mahoney was 
traveling north in the southbound 

lane of Interstate 71 just south of 
Carrollton. The bus his truck -hit 
was owned.. by -the First Assembly 
of God church and was ,returning 
from a daylong trip to King's Island 
amusement park north of Cincin- 
,nati.. .. 

Mahoney is currently on trial for 
27 counts , of murder' — . including 
24 children and three -adults — 42 , 
counts' d frist-degree wantoti'.'en 
dangerment, 12 counts of first=ile-
gree assault and one count of driv-
ing under the influence. 

In group, interviews conducted 
yesterday, five prospective jurors 
told the .court .they or someone in 
their : family had., been involved, in 
an alcohol-related accident. : 
Two of the five .prospective 

jurors were dismissed by Carroll 
Circuit Judge' Charles-* F. . Sat-
terwhite. after telling trim they had 
lost„ family, members in those ac-
cidentsrand.that.-their -previous ex-
periences.. .. with drunk-driving 
wrecks. would influence 'their 
decisions. in the rw. 

According to attorneys for both 
the prosecution and defense, . thet 
number of prospective jurors with 
alcohol-related problems in their 
past was not surprising. In fact- the 
attorneys claim similar - problems 
will probably be identified when 
more detailed . interviews of 
prospective jurors are conducted. 

beginning Monday. 
'Those were the ones who chose 

-to 'conne'.':foiward today, we •an= 
ticipate that that is not all of them 
or all of the people who: have been -
touched by a-:drinking driver,- a1= 
coholism in their immediate family 
and -friends:,,';', ,said Mahoney's 'aitor-
ney .Williaia'•Summers'. "We have• . 
identified-: some, :.,but 'obviously. 
.that's. going ;to- be a great topic for 
individual. questioning." . 

According-to state Deputy Attor-. 
-ney General.Paul Richwalsky, spe=•. 
cial prosecutor for .the -case, attor 
neys in - the:`trial had no, way of:- 
knowmg :how many :of the 300• 
prospective. jurors 'called Vr the.' 
case:, had alcohol-related tragedies 
in -thi it fives: ̀He noted the purpose: 
of .questioning jury members is to 
disclose such.,information. 

"We'hiid<no •idea in the enti' ,,'- 
pooi -of ;pogeptial jurors who has', 
been:touchedby what, said'Rich: 
walsky.:: ̀.`And. -again that's the 
whole put pose.of the exercise is to 
find•.:'•otiL `Nobody could. have 
responded.:'.. and then everybody 
could have'responded.and whether 
-or not ,that: is-'what _we anticipate, I: 

to tried , make`.it clear yesterday we 
have no idea what to anticipate. We 
have questions we would like to get 
answers to and whether , or not we'll 
be surprised by the. answers is not 
the purpose. (The purpose is not) to 

.>= vex: ••tom. 

a  fit- s. 

be. surprised;. it's :f o' find; oii_t 
. formation':" ". 

In othei: questions yesterday; _l 
of. the. prospective -"timrs:sai3; tine 
either:worked•with Mahoney,at''al 
Cairolltori ̀ chemical; plant;.oz ; were;. 
related to•other;0eople`wh-q`. worked . 
with him'atthe-factory:'-•h".=t :. 

TIbe'majontyF,6f.ihe.*l l- jurors-told, 
Satterwhite`. their '•'association'• :with 
Mahoney -a[ work or ih bifgh farnily 
members :would noto df &t ".their 
decisions id-the case;'however one_ 
.man was -excused`wheri•he°toldr'tt e' 
-,judge tie. was. a- friend, of; Mah;Qney 
and did' not: think he could:tiear the 
.trial in an impartial mariner: 

lie man= was::excused rafter: tie" 
told; Satterwhite, :her•hadd discussed 
:•some aspects•of`.'the.case•••wittt`.:-; 
•Mahoneyat work: •.`=,:  , :.';-, ;;`: 

Mahoney, :wfo : spent; about- five =, 
months-iii jail following ftie1q-asn, 

:.was finally released,;;when.;fpends:; 
and relatives',posted :$540,000 bond:-a 
in .both .,cas}i."and •Property in"Oc=-: 
totier,l988 At,that time he resumed 5 , 

,-,his job. at M&Trand :worked there 
up until' this October:when- tie ;took 
=a leave`oiibsencerto'} elp his;attor 
neysprepare'foi tnaIa= 

Although` prospective:: jYiuors'.in~ 
the: case are -scheduled.=to41n.ergo_ 1. 
. more thorough interviews=Ivionday,;- 
attorneys. in .the: case :'claim al ury_ 
See: TRIAL  
Bac4 Page; Column 
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Continued from Page 1 I Olt argued that WHAS was not 
may be empaneled before all 300 of I given. a chance to be heard on last 
the jurors that have been called are 
interviewed individually next week. 
The names of prospective jurors 

who were not excused during the 
group interviews have been drawn 
in groups of six for the individual 
interviews next week. 

According to Richwalsky, once a 
group of 31 jurors is identified, the 
individual 'interviews would .end 
and the prosecution and defense 
would be allowed to exercise their 
peremptory strikes before the 15-
member jury panel is drawn. After 
the jury is drawn, the rest of the 
jury pool would be dismissed and 
testimony in the trial would then 
begin. 

According to Summers, there 
have been no discussions on 
whether the jury should be seques-
tered during the trial. 

In fact, the defense attorney i 
noted that any questions related to 
jury separation and security would 
be much like questions on whether 
there should be a change of venue 
in the case. He said they will be 
addressed if the need arises and the 
facts,.in the case support that course 
oflaction. 

"There's been no discussion, and 
ttiat's.just like a change of venue, 
we'll deal with that later after we 
see where we're at," Summers said. 
"There doesn't appear yet to be any 
need and frankly it depends on the 
presence of outside influence and I 
don't say that as a dirty word 
regarding to the media. But if it ap-
pears in any way and- the judge 
feels like ongoing facts can taint 
them in any way, then he may con-
sider it. 
. In other action yesterday, Sat-
terwhite overruled a motion by a 
Louisville television station asking 
him to quash and set aside an 
earlier order to prohibit the public 
and media from next week's in-
dividual interviews of prospective w 
jurors. 

In responding to a motion filed 
by-the defense and joined by the 
prosecution, Satterwhite ruled on 
Nov. 6 to deny access to the public 
and media during the interviews. 
He agreed to allow media members 
to listen to the interviews, but not 
see them or be present when they 
are to be conducted. 

Attorney Schuyler Olt, Louis-
ville, represented WHAS-TV in a 
hearing conducted yesterday after-

Monday's hearing even though the 
'television station had filed a diotion 
-to intervene in'the matter.. • 
. • A••ording to -Oft, Satterwhite's 
decision •to.olose the indiv{iduat,•in-
terviews is atypical of the way 
cases have traditionally been 
handled in Kentucky and "could 
have 'a long-standing impact on 
other cases in Kentucky." 
He went on to add the station he 

represents was not given prior 
notice of the hearing by other attor-
neys in the case or court and that 
WHAS would "like a brief oppor-
tunity to be heard on the aspect of 
closure and protect our interest in 
that." 
Summers, who was joined by 

Richwalsky in arguing the case, 
said he and the prosecutor made no 
effort "to cut anybody out". of the 
hearing. He also noted that an at-
torney representing another Louis-
ville television station and a Louis--. 
ville newspaper were at the hearing 
to argue possible First Amendment 
violations. - 
Richwalsky argued that no effort 

was made to limit the television sta-
tion from the hearing. He said at-
torneys for the television station 
should have been better on top of 
the situation and explained their 
absence from the proceedings as a 
case where "someone got caught 
with their proverbial pants down" 
and "now is trying to make us the 
scapegoats." 

"I think on the face it appears the 
defense and prosecution were 
aware of an intervening party when 
in reality they were not and I.think 
that should be borne out by the case 
file," said Satterwhite, who added 
that members of the media were on 
hand at the Nov. 6 hearing and 
were on notice that any remaining 
pre-trial business would . be dealt 
with at that time. 

In overruling the television 
station's request, Satterwhite told 
Olt he could still take the station's 
request before an appeals judge but 
noted that the other media outlets 
had agreed to "take a wait and see 
attitude to see just how the in-
dividual voir dire does go Mon-tv 

. The judge noted his decision to 
close the interviews to the public 
except for an audio hookup to the 
proceedings was "plowing new 
ground for me. I've never used that 
type of procedure either, but it is 
one that I saw as a viable alterna-

tive to complete closure and ... I 
believe there were grounds suffi-
cient enough that had I chosen to 
do so, I could have closed voir dire 
altogether., But rather than that, I 
take this alternative." 

Mahoney, who was once again 
wearing. dress pants and a dress 
shirt, was joined in court yesterday 
by nine of his family members; 
however, none of the victims or 
victims' family members attended 
the trial for the second consecutive 
day. 

According to Richwalsky, the 
victims and their family members 
have not appeared in court at the 
prosecution's request. 
"We asked them," Richwalsky 

said; explaining their absence. "A 
lot of the family members are going 
to be testifying and. lot of the 
children obviously are going to be 
testifying. -During this jury selec-
tion process there is really nothing-
they can do. 

"Without knowing the exact out-
lay of the courtroom yesterday, it 
wasn't sure that there would even 
be room for .anyone," Richwalsky 
continued. "I knew the concern by 
the court was going to be for the 
.jurors and„the jury:: panel initially 
and I think that f anticipate 
to say that they stayed away at our. 
request waiting to hear from us 
whether it would be appropriate for 
them to come :Y. 'it's just not quite 
the time yet." 
Summers said Mahoney's mood 

is quiet and tense. He noted the 
defegdant is normally a quiet per-
son and that anyone involved in a 
case such as his would be tense. 

"To be honest with you he is a 
very quiet man. He speaks when 
spoken .to," Summers said. "I 
talked with him a little bit. this 
morning before we went in. You 
have. to know Larry and kind of get 
from his eyes how he's feeling and 
naturally he's tense. as anybody 
would be. " 

Group interviews of prospective 
jurors continued today with the first 
group of . individual jurors 
scheduled for. more intense 
questions beginning at 9 a.m. Mon-
day. 
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Media blitz 

M s-'' -•ice: - _ .. ... 

Television satellite-trucks spiung'up'like mushrooms yesterday on Main Street in Carrollton as the trial 
of Larry Mahoney got underway. Dozens of reporters from newspapers as .well as television and radio 
stations are covering the case. (Staff photo by Mark Campbell.) 

Judge refuses to remove prior .con viction 
By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor  

A Carroll County District Judge 
has refused to • remove a prior 
drunken driving conviction from 
Larry Wayne Mahoney's court 
records. 

Only a few hours after jury selec-
tion got underway in Carroll Cir-
cuit Court, attorneys for Mahoney 
were trying to get Carroll District 
Judge Stanley M. Billingsley to va-
cate a 1984 driving under the in-
fluence conviction from Mahoney's 
records. 

Mahoney, 36, of rural Owen 
County, is charged with 27 counts 
of. murder, 42 counts of first-degree 
wanton endangerment, 12 counts of 
first-degree assault and driving un-
der the influence of alcohol in con-
nection with the May 14, 1988, bus 
crash on Interstate 71 near Car-

rollton that killed 27 members of a 
Radcliff, Ky., church youth group. 

State police claim Mahoney's 
blood-alcohol level was 0.24 per-
cent and he was driving his pickup 
truck north in the southbound lane 
of Intertstate 71 when he collided 
head-on with the bus. 

According to Russell Baldani, 
one of Mahoney's. defense attor-
neys in the case, Mahoney was not 
properly advised of his rights when 
he pleaded guilty to drunk driving 
before Billingsley on April 19, 
1984. He asked. Billingsley to 
remove that conviction from 
Mahoney's record as well as two 
disorderly conduct convictions in 
1980 and 1983. 
An effort to remove the prior 

drunk driving conviction was first 
made in Carroll Circuit Court, but 
Circuit Judge Charles F. Sat-

terwhite told the defense the matter 
should be decided at the. district 
court level. 

Baldani said the convictions are 
all outside the state's five-year limit 
and cannot be introduced as 
evidence in the Mahoney's current 
trial, but if Mahoney is convicted,: 
they may be brought up in the sen-
tencing phase of the case. . 

Baldani and Special Prosecutor 
Paul Richwalsky, a deputy state at-
torney general, each called witnes-
ses and presented evidence in court 
today supporting whether the con-
victions should be removed from 
Mahoney's record. 

Richwalsky provided a cassette 
tape recording of Mahoney entering 
the guilty plea to the drunk driving 
charge. in 1984 as well as . a 
danscript of those proceedings. He 
also called attorney William Carter, 

the public advocate for Carroll 
County who represented Mahoney 
in that 1984 case, to testify on the 
advice he gave the defendant then. 

Carter testified he remembers 
representing Mahoney in 1984 and 
Mahoney was advised of his rights 
prior,do entering the guilty plea. 

However, in cross examination 
by Baldani, Carter was challenged 
on how much he actually remem-
bered about representing Mahoney. 

Baldani said Carter's personal 
records of the case were suspect. 
Carter presented a file folder on the 
1984 Mahoney case that. was in a• 
re-used . folder and contained a 
scratched-out name of another 
client. He testified he had located 
the folder about an hour before ap-
pearing in court yesterday. 

Richwalsky objected and noted 
attorneys are not required to keep 

files on • their clients of. the cases. 
they work. He noted that Carter had 
testified he advised Mahoney of his 
rights in 1984 and the defense 
should not be allowed to put Car-
ter's record-keeping practices on 
trial. 

Baldani later took the witness 
stand and testified that Carter's tes-
timony in court yesterday differed 
from a conversation he had with 
Carter several weeks ago. j 
"He told me he knew some of ' 

Larry 's family, but that heV didn't 
know Larry personally and that he 
had never represented him," Bal-
dani said in answering questions 
from fellow defense attorney Wil-
liam Summers. 

"Did he say anything else at that 
time?" asked Summers. 
See: JUDGE 
Back Page, Column 3 
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"We discussed his strategy on 
another criminal case, but nothing 
else pertaining to this issue," Bal-
dani said. 

"Did you. discuss possible tes-
timony in this case?" said Sum-
mers. _ 

"No, because when he said that 
he had never represented Larry and 
didn't know Larry, I didn't have 
any reason to approach him on the 
testimony," said Baldani. 

Asked by reporters later if he 
thought Carter's file was manufac-
tured, Summers said, "You bet I do 
... the man tells my partner one 
month ago that he doesn't even 
remember and has never represen-

ted Larry Mahoney and one month 
later he comes in with a file, that 
happens to have another name'.on it 
that is scratched out, we're going to 
check the record to see when; that 
case was and we hope it wasn't in 
1985." 

In closing yesterday's hearing, 
Billingsley refused to remove .the 
previous convictions from 
Mahoney's record and advised 'the 
attorneys the matter' really should 
be decided in Circuit Court. 
Summers said due to the fiye-

year limit on what evidence can be 
introduced in a case; the issue Will 
not come into play unless Mahoney 
is convicted and that he would take 
the matter up again in Circuit Court 
at that time. 
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Witness denies; 
Mahoney was 
duped on dri 
Continued from: Page B 1 

said he choked on'the' clear'iiquid 
he'drank, then.Osborne gave:h•im a; 
glass'•of. what he thought was-vDiet 
Pepsi.'The.defense contends 'th't §ec•! 
and .,,liquid ' .was Diet Pepsi,,-q_4ed 
with. vodka .and he • could nol'41 e 
the"alcohoi;because the first;`dXink; 
•-had'affected ,his.ability to'tasfe•,, 
..' Toe defense contends', and expert'; 
testimony;`supported .it, that such .a ; 
scenario constitutes' involuntary-:in-
toxication and voids'the 27 counts:of ' 
• '.wantoa murder , against Marioney. 
j The. wanton-murder statute says, vo1= ; !untary,. intoxication constitute5•' _4n-

ton disregard for human life',,,,., •. 
f Mahoney's lead attorney, V•i• 6 
y Sum'me;s, •- • questioned. Osborpe 
(tensely;:•,•pointing out that Osb6sne; 
never mentioned drinking vodka,, or. 

i ,,making a' drink for' Mahoney,:ia, a . 
June ̀1988 interview; or •in'a[ly, sub• ' 
i Sequent; interviews. He also did•not 

produce' the cup, until . Sunday;"',`": 
• Osborne, who the defense said,,has.: 

' a pending DUI case, said- he jusft7for- . 
' got about the•• cup :and-the,vodl•aun• , 

p
til,an ;interv!e*.! n the ,past'seve;al 
months;i'with, Mahoney's•. bi6ther,in-
law;:Jim ; Daugherty.; who .assisted ; 
the defense's investigation. Osborne 
,.said ^ Daugherty „Mentioned !,. e-> . 
ttiing,`.about, :a ' glass, .whiciirI•ter 
: caused- Osborne to remember:' 

'be' 'commended 
-Jim Daugherty ought,jo 

'be 'commended for the memory. 
course' he hascome up. wit)}," de-

FIense .`.attorney, ,Jack Hildebrand' 
said w"Less than .fourr.weeksxafter , , 
the accident, 4Mr. Osborne could-n't 
remember anybody', . ,drinking"•fYere. 

••Then the: word :'glass' triggered this 
F . whole scheme"of events that . he re- 
r membered.";: i. 

•moi.ichw y ibed with others''Osb•and he did 
not" use him •initially becaase,-he be- • 
lieved..the , defense would call shim. 
Then they •talked to him over;•the 
weekend,, "And ; can't ,you imagine 
our • surprise when he produced Ajx 
icup;" Richwalsky said:: ; 
.''On',•the•topic• of bus•safety;•:R'ich-
f walsky.' called. , a • statistical' opert 
f With' the, National Highway fg affic 
Safety • 'Adininistration, ."who said ; 
'that;, based% on national "statistics 'for' 
fatalities. per • mites traveled; "school 
lbuses. are four times safer than' --• 
lsenger cars.,,-: - •. 

',The expert,. William. Boehly,, also 
'said,there.has not been a schob•bus 
accident -in in, which • anyone died as ; 
the :result of-. a . fire' since-sum ec= : 
ords :were first kept in, 1975 

Hiigli. T: Spencer, a •.professor of 

POOL PHOTO BY TODD BUCHANAN 

Kelly Osbome said`Lany Mahoney asked for- avodka=drink: y 

.chemical"engineering` at. the U ver-
§1'ty3of'}L•oulsville,`rebutted the'•de-. 
fense's claim that the 27• people who 
died,in'the burning bus werepkilfed• 
by'toxic; gases, emitted by thq„b}irn-
ing' ; seats. -He maintained tk: c'ya 
nide gas would itself • have burned 
up.before,any of the  victims.,c 
have'4been:•poisoned by'1t. ,: ••?; 

Richwalsky,believed;hls witnesses 
refuted, the defense's case. •But Hil• ; 
debrand,; calling Spencer's :testa 
ny. confused and illogical,' said':litlidid 
notehurt at ail.. 
The defense ,, suffered a .defeat 

early.yesterday when Carroll ;ggO- it 
"Judge ' Charles Satterwhite' ,denied 

` them access to .communications :tie- 
tween Ford Motor Co.. and the "pros-
ecution. Satterwhite said thel", lilYor• 
mation`was n' ot relevant, whil6,Suh-
mers •argued .;that :.the inter e ; pf 
Ford and; the prosecution 'are%ol-
ly. synonymous; and - likenetl`'•ord 
i.to-'a: "private, prosecutor" in."Fth 

r Fgrd and the bus-body' maker, 
Sheller Globe Corp.; face civic-A ,, is 
from• families "of two -of. the childen 
who died in the: 1988 crash Tian-
:non•Faliiind Patty Nunnallee:,,:h„ 

Ford has an; obvious desire,.t $e 
Mahoney bear sole responsibili jg r 
the 5crash,; Summers said: • 
:The defense will offer onepru:two 

rebuttal, witnesses today:" Aftex" >ttiat, 
if there is :time, :the jury .will bR6An 
structed. on the charges and °when• : 
hear- closing arguments beforenbe-
ginning deliberations. ` 
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ast survivors 
of bus crash.. 

` testify in trial. 
of -Mahoney 
-By,BILL WERONKA 
Staff Writer 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — Relieved parents, family mem-
bers and attorneys filed out of the courtroom yesterday 
is a week of compelling and painful testimony in Larry 
M_ahoney's bus-crash murder trial came to an end. 

In only three days, a parade of 39 survivors of the fiery 
:bus crash on Interstate 71 that Mahoney is accused of 
causing filed past the jurors to the witness stand in Car-
roll Circuit Court. 
Some bore visible scars that caused some jurors to turn 

their heads away. 
And their invisible scars were reopened as they relived 

the collective nightmare of a fun-filled excursion that 
turned tragic. Not only the witnesses, but also relatives, 
jurors and the defendant, wept during the testimony. 
Mahoney, 36, is accused of driving drunk on the wrong 

side. of I-71 and hitting the Radcliff First Assembly of God 
church bus head-on. Twenty-four children and three 
adults — returning from a day at Kings Island amuse-
ment'park north of Cincinnati — died in the fire that 
consumed the bus. 
• . He is charged with 27 counts of murder, 12 counts of 
assault, 42 counts of wanton endangerment and one count 
-of driving while intoxicated. His trial will resume Mon-
day. 
The final six survivors, all among the most seriously 

'injured, testified yesterday, along with three doctors who 
detailed the extent of the children's injuries. 

Sixteen-year-old Ciaran Foran, her head wrapped in a 
pressure bandage used by bum victims, forced a brief 
-recess when she broke down on the witness stand. She 
returned to tell of being pushed and kicked aside by 
..panicked children trying to escape the bus after the 
crash,. and how a helium balloon she had used for a 
pillow blew up in. her face. 
She also described her extensive injuries and the - 19 

"operations she had undergone. 
;-Carey Aurentz, 15, the only person sitting in the front 

..row of seats on the bus to survive, entered the courtroom 
-- on: crutches. She had had the lower portion of her severe-
ly. burned right leg amputated. 

1•111n 6 

POOL PHOTO BY ED REINKE 

a friend after testifying yesterday. Christy Pearman, daughter of bus driver John Pearman, was hugged by 

She wept briefly as she identified pictures •of several 
children who died, but continued, providing a gripping 
account of escape. 

After falling out of her seat and making her way to the 
back of the bus, she was stopped by the crowd of people 
"running on top of each other" and .jamming the rear 
exit: 
"Then I passed out on a seat," Aurentz said. "I was kind 

of floating and I thought I was on a roller coaster upside 
down. I remember thinking, 'Oh, my God, I'm going to 
die.' The next thing I remember, I was reaching for the 
back do'or' with my hands." 
There was no one at the door then, she said, adding, "I 

just stood. up and fell out of the bus to the ground." 
Also testifying was .Christy Pearman, daughter of the 

bus driver, John Pearman, who died. She. grabbed one 

last glimpse of her father as she was pushing her way out. 
"He was standing up," she said in-a voice lowered by 

the respiratory damage she suffered. "He had one hand 
up at his face and was doing something with the other , 
one. He was looking at something on the floor." 
News accounts after the crash quoted survivors as say-

ing.that Pearman tried to quell the blaze with a small fire I 
extinguisher. 

m sure they are relieved it's over," Assistant Attor-
ney General Paul Richwalsky Jr. said of the survivors. 

"I'm relieved," he said. "You don't know what to ex-
pect. Witnesses aren't supposed to perform; it's just a 
matter of getting up there and telling what they know. 

See J 
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Last survivors of bus crash testify in Mahoney dial. 
Continued from Page B 1 

"There were some things they 
omitted, that they told us about :in. 
interviews: They either forgot or it 
slipped their minds, but that's hap-

..'.pened to everyone so far." 
Defense attorneys have contend-

ed that some of the details omitted 
.-were crucial to their stance that 
the lack of safety features and the 
poor condition of the •bus contrib-
uted to the deaths. 

"I want to re-emphasize," Ma-
'honey's. lead -,attorney William 
Summers said, "from, our view-
point the children had a hard time 
remembering, without some prod-

-ding, anything that added culpabil-
•'ity to something other than Larry 
Mahoney." 
Richwalsky, the special prosecu-

tor in the case, had an opposite 
point of view. 
I "I think the issues that- are im-
portant to (the defense) are irrele-
vant," -Richwalsky said. "I think 
that is what the case is all about. If 
this jury thinks, the bus killed the 
° kids or the First Assembly-of God 
— killed the kids or stuffed animals 
from Kings Island killed the kids, 
then they will let Larry. go. But if 

•.. they believe he killed the kids, 
then  he'll go W-.prison. It's as sim-
ple as that." 
Richwalsky said the state may 

conclude its case next week after 
testimony from state police acci-
dent-reconstructionists, the state 
medical examiner, who performed 
the autopsies, and 'relatives of 
those who died. 
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Janey Fair, left, Lisa Daniels and Joe Percefull looked over the bus seating chart during a recess in 
the Lary Mahoney trial yesterday. Percefull testified about being in the bus during the crash. 

{ 

m 

•I 

{I 
LI 
lI 

,1 

1• 

P 



By.`BI'LLO'WERONRA 
Staff. Wri ; ." ' :. ter, •, •::•` dH' . '. 

ft 
CARROLLTON, : K — ?3;t :; ' y •••" '''.The' at..  

mosphere,,.in,';'the ,;,small Carroll :•:; 
I+County,;•:.courtroom became,. ex-,,, 

r.errlq 
asr'the, •prp  seciitor`'began leading 
•the t1r,,82•count' "lndictinent'•"a p •i •'"`••{• `• s•••'•`'-•• r.f•. I ( b•.•tr.•(• fn{•iS>'t.. a+:N .:•••'k, 3.4'3, •a •',\ \) •S„S.t: 

%Nlahoney, ;durin`g• tleV;.N a ; 
di} `oi••testimon 'ia''the bus•crash'••••••'•""`"` Y'ti ssrns:. , s'.+rifle t : {n' na`; •t , • j: +: rriurder' Mal.: • •,: r. .,••; ,,, •.`'• . •Z 

••s r Ivlahoaeyd=hung ° •is;., head',• and •' • • •,• `•de>i•' ``{• 
stared;af;;;tlie:•table: aS•• ach^ <•• >• •k:,• clai≥:::•≤,>: 
:27•;'murder.  •,,courits,: itlt; the • : ,••;•aa;•z ;;:•••G:iv • 
°:corr` 'vletiin' '`n espondid  

M,  >t•ead:••Somea:meinbersF'bfi,the.yic-;•:•. 
..t ' ? :r•. J• ≥ . r o .:v••f«!<# 1":hr•., e:>•. tams• .families y  .cried. softl at, 

11 hientioni-of,'certaiasnames: 'bttier5  a`(: "l ! 
.,Just., ` maced'ladd'•:stared: 'blank  
„ahead:  I 4 r" t tes : i •,! . 'f% <•>':••:•v`.!•£.%y•>..• : 

•I, t 'last for`•20;.minu; abut lit,:• 
w•seomed'ilfke'•an,,etgrai : as • 3A••ti' ,>Y::, •• •:•' 
,,,A

{S H • •:. , ,,  Yt ;x'c•`:>r.••x .•M1 .o.;o•.w%r?/ f%c•,;t'r:'• "•; 
• y...General•Pau1',Rtch- •≤••,•':••<••F..•..,, ,,•rr•,•:• 

•n t ' „ .: ,t.' r ;̀;:cr J :.s`.: }'yuaYi>'•`•g>.:•..•:3a;,,<x!,• ,. 
" ,•alsk'•! Jr': {the, special,.pros•recutor,. r y%i 3 <' gi NK'N 

re d' each  ;Nread.J- "of:.the. murclerc counts; ; • 
e..each .. of• the •I2:;coudts i of Massa It s> f> >- % 3 v 

e •S .. 1r. !(••ri t i (• ..; i:•z!s{ya'::: y •.)%.:e::•> 

iind;'each,;of'the'42.coiints•of'wan=•a••`•}•;••••t%s••<`•£•'"•" 
ftitOA"ehdan erm0 . p -i. h  g g" is:open-• ' . 

•;'riag'statement:tiTo;each••he:attached.',• •f•"•"••••r• a3 

VI• ' S '•,  • , ' t yZ`i£•KY•'>' 

. "To':tlie'fiiiaTGcount.of drlyin• , 
-:der„the •influence , he y' a<•'Y > . atfached.-Mdr  

i0hoo4,,'S natne:;,t ? ,'+ :r;•'1* •'i :`s>. :ta ;:., •,{>.• •• 

•••,'••',.r.,a Q•'8nd''simple•,this•is••a•,riiur.-• t •'.,': :•••x•..•;•.. •, 
, • der:casc`It`  
•>✓ occi}•red •and',who•:is,•responsible.; •' • ;•;•••'•• • •:> 
F; •It s alibut'the,terrible cost of drink• . . 
•ingaad;drl'ving,. "Richwalsk s'aid'.'-:,!' atilt" ,,. 
,',. s a;t simple ,case. with ° tragic` =4 y '•: 
: iesults; 'he sald;`lafer: • : = ,' ,4.:.: $.:.#;:. 
{ t;. Russell' Baldani' .one of .1VIah .. p  
,0•-cey s'three (aftforne punter  
is{!•, .. •'•C•'p%}::Rt.p•:t• :'.'i r. N'="iA••v„7• ill '+"i yuffCC,,,>•<•`;.• •.••s•jw 
iit'."••t ',.''•t7p •••r;4'''i0t '+(yry 't; ;xe;;.'-Yom..':'' ,,•••••">;•:7j.•: h:;a = '•ti,t •ri':3"is{yake'iGx : I• ;3,vo':"h..; •':_.::3•;5'•:y:: h. s. 

col:Kl;•tlias•seoti4n'.:.•••≤•=•„•f•..••, 
..•, ,:Eft,f, •i.]r?z•yCdr',+••Cs.y•;[Ypr°•i';YG•:54abStli"f,ii ,... r•:i+',•,aF.-.itt.r•?:r•.•e : .. •a.••.w, 

•T••••:•••'F.•;,;.<'«r%•'",t'a'uw•.:'c'#r• tisrd ,St#s'ti 

1p!:•bli?,pj C,w`:,:5,'.!t'L; s`•«; t•F.rt.•F rt 

•?`•Assi§tant`•Attoniey'.General'' 
-': Paul'Richwalsky Jr.-,'the' 
tx : special prosecutor, :showed 

jurors' a'•photq'graph'oi:the :e, . 
i) ;.burned„church bus yesterday; 

.duririg;'opening• statements in; 
rj :tithe trial:;'At,,left; ̀ defendant 

Larry` 'Maho,ney,, center, listened . Y. r,.•.,4 , 

to testimoriy:'along'•.tivitti 
i attiirneys •Russell Baldani, left,' „i,• and 

1Nilliam- $ummers:; '' 



A 1 O THE COURIER-JOURNAL, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1989 

Gloom permeates first day of bus-crash trial 
Continued from Page One 

the defense's opening statement 
that the case was not so simple. 
He admitted it was a "senseless, 
horrible tragedy," and that Ma-
honey was partially responsible 
for the May 14, 1988, collision. 
"He was on the wrong side of 

the road and he was drinking," 
Baldani told the 16 jurors, includ-
ing four alternates. 

But, Baldani said, an unsafe bus 
also bears some of the responsibil-
ity. Also, he said, Mahoney was . 
particularly vulnerable the day of 
the wreck because of fatigue and 
family problems and *was misled 
by would-be friends who urged 
him to. drink. He told the jurors to 
examine every fact and the hones-
ty of every witness as they search 
for the truth. 
"And the truth is inevitably, -in-

escapably that Larry Mahoney is 
not a murderer," Baldani said: 

Richwalsky . began, his opening, 
statement.by detailing the tragedy 
as` it occurred at 10:59 p.m. when 
Mahoney, allegedly drunk, inexpli-
cably crossed the median and be-
gan driving his pickup north in the 
southbound lane of Interstate 71, 
near Carrollton. 
The prosecutor told how Ma-

honey created havoc on ,the high-
way, with. oncoming cars "flashing 
lights and honking horns," and fi-
nally crashed head-on into the 
Radcliff First Assembly of God 
church bus carrying passengers 
home :from an amusement park. 

Eyewitness testimony, Rich-
walsky said, would describe how 
the bus burst "into an instanta-
neous fireball on impact," and 
how 24 children and three adults 
died, how 12 other children were 
injured, and how 28 others'mirac-
ulously escaped. 

"It was an event that horrified 
this small, quiet community (Car-
rollton) and probably horrified 
the entire nation," Richwalsky 
said. Radcliff, he said, was more 
than horrified. "It was devastat-
ed."' 
He emphasized that the bus was 

safe, and that only the impact of 

the 3,400-pound pickup with the 
21,000-pound bus caused the trage-
dy. 

Baldani countered that the' fuel 
tank of the bus was in a 'vulner-
able position and not surrounded 
by a protective cage, the bus was 
not mechanically sound, aisles 
were narrow and blocked, the 
emergency door was stuck and 
the windows would not open.. 
He concluded *each point, noting 

that, had those factors ,'not been, 
,present,."chore people would have 
survived:'. -

Baldani characterized the trage-
dy, as a .book with chapters on, re-
sponsibility, vulnerability, villains 
(the bus manufacturers and the 
would-be friends that misled. Ma. 
honey);. and courage (that of the 
children,'. rescuers and medical 
personnel): 

But "12 of you jurors will write 
that final chapter," Baldani said. 

Earlier in the•.day, nine women 
'and seven men were chosen by lot 
for the.jury after the prosecution 
and defense made their final 
strikes of potential jurors.: 
. After swearing them in, Carroll 
Circuit Judge Charles Satterwhite 
:told them they would not be se-
questered. ,He said the jury-selec-
Lion process convinced him the ju-
rors were, trustworthy and would 
not discuss the case. 

The. 16 were sworn in and then 
taken on a tour in vans: First they 
visited an old concrete warehouse 
in Carrollton where the gutted bus 
sits next to the smashed remains 
of Mahoney's black 1987 pickup, 
The jurors entered the ware-

house slowly, blinking at the, 
change from sunlight to the porta-
ble lights, powered by a noisy gen-
erator outside, that illuminated 
the vehicles. First they circled the 
soot-covered remains of the bus. 
Tears streamed down one ju-

ror's face as she completed the 
circle. Most, however,' remained 
more impassive, only shaking 
their heads in dismay. Next, they 
looked at the pickup, its front. end 
a mass of twisted metal and shat-
tered glass. 
No one spoke during the .five 

minutes they spent in the. ware-

house. Most took deep breaths as 
they exited, climbed into the vans 
and rode down I-71 to drive by the 
crash scene. They will return later 
to, see the scene at night. , 
The jurors returned to Carroll 

Circuit Court for opening state-
ments, then heard the prosecu-
tion's first five .witnesses. 
Two Carrollton bartenders told 

how Mahoney drank two beers in 
one bar.and one in the other from 
1 P.M. to ' 4. p.m. that Saturday. 
Then a-liquor store clerk said Ma-
honey bought three more beers at 
his store about ̀4:15 p.m. 
Kim -Frederick, Mahoney's for.-

mer girlfriend from Burlington,. 
`Ky., told -how, Mahoney came to 
visit her about 5:30 p.m. and want-
ed to talk because he was "con-
fused and needed a friend" She . 
told him to come -back when she 
got off work about 10 p.m. 
That is where Mahoney was. 

headed at the time of the crash, 
Richwalsky said in his opening. 
Another..Carrollton man, Hubert 

Layton, said Mahoney stopped at a 
friend's house, produced a :six-. 
pack, drank two and ate some piz-. 
za before leaving about .8.30-:p.m. 

All the witnesses; some who had 
known him for i4-yea- , said they 
had never. seen Mahoney•dr,.unk.7 
Richwalsky said today he: would 

wrap up testimony about Mahon-
ey's drinking on the day. of the 
crash and move on to the 17. peo- 
ple: who were not on.the.6iis :but 
were endangered by Mahoney on 
the highway that night. 
Mahoney's .lead attorney, _ Wil 

liam Summers, said about ,140 wit-
nesses ' will be called during. the 
trial, which is expected to last six 
to eight weeks. 
'Summers added that his client, 

usually pensive and expression-
less; "did seem more .ill at ease" 
than usual during his first .contact 
with the victims' -families. Ma-
honey, : with members of his' fam= 
ily seated behind• him, glanced 
over his shoulder at the Radcliff 
families only.-once. 
Mahoney's : brother-in-law, Jim 

Daugherty, said Mahoney "was 
hurting inside. He had a rough 
time." 
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Compassion. bridges emptiness of 
For four emotional days, By Al Salvato 

Post staff reporter 

RADCLIFF, Ky. — 
Thoughts of young Mary 
Daniels haunted- their minds 
Thursday. 

Memories of her smile, her 
zest, her dreams seemed so 
vivid to Michelle West and 
Heather McKenzie. 

Mary, an ebullient 14-
year-old freshman at North 
Hardin High School in Rad-
cliff, was the best friend and 
schoolmate of Michelle, 14, 
and Heather, 16. 

Mary died last Saturday 
with 26 other people, mostly 
teen-agers, when their bus 
was rammed head-on along 
Interstate 71 and exploded. 

Michelle and Heather have 
fought a sense of hollowness. 

"Until today, I kept waiting 
for Mary to walk through my 
front door," said the normally 
pert Michelle, snapping shut 
swollen eyes. 

Heather reaches to wipe a 
tear from her friend's cheek 
and clutches her hand. 

Thursday was the day of 
reckoning for the girls, along 
with nearly all of Radcliff. 

They shuttled from one fu-
neral to another, then to a• 
community service attended 
by nearly 5,000 mourners. 

Michelle and Heather 
would have it no other way. 

Please see RADCLIFF, 5A 

0 Radcliff 
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Sharing in this community's 
grief seemed so necessary. 

At Mary's funeral Thursday 
morning at St. Christopher 
Catholic Church in Radcliff, the 
girls played "Amazing Grace" 
together on their flutes. 

Tn September, Mary would 
have joined her two friends in 
the school's marching band. 

"Mary's dream has always 
been to be in band," Michelle 
said. 

In her memory, they plucked 
along with their schoolmates 
artificial roses they will save 
from one of the many bouquets 
on Mary's grave at North Har-
din Memorial Gardens. 

Thursday evening, the girls 
stood alone and solemn, cling-

ing to one another, waiting for 
the community service. Their 
hair was perfectly groomed. 
They wore their newest and 
prettiest clothes. 

"Everything we're doing is for 
Mary," Michelle said. 

"But I couldn't have done 
this without Michelle," Heather 
said. 

"I'm so glad you're here," 
Michelle fold Heather. 

Minutes before addressing 
the throng, Pastor W. Don Ten-
nison of the First Assembly of 
God Church in Radcliff, where 
many of the victims were mem-
bers, said the service would 
show young people that the 
community's adults care about 
them. 

"Young people sometimes get 
a bad rap," he said, "but tonight 
these adults are saying, ̀ We love 
you and care for you."' 
When Mary's name was read 

grief 



A father and his two sons were among those sitting 
in the section reserved for relatives of bus crash 

ROBERT OICKERSONiThe Cindnneti POSt 

victims during Thursday's memorial service in the 
North Hardin High School stadium. 



1 

90 '0 A ROBERT DICKERSON/The Cincinnati Post 0 

Relatives and friends comfort each other during a community memorial service near Carrollton, Ky. The service in the North Hardin High School stadium in Radcliff, 
Thursday for the 27 victims-of-Saturday's-fiery_ church-bus crash on Interstate 71 Ky., was attended by about 5,000 people. 
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D'membe-rs  from across co try..,-• 
in Radcliff to cosel bus-crash yidims 
By-DAVID CAZARES-
Staff Writer 
RADCLIFF, Ky. MADD representa-

tives from around the country are In Rad-
cliff this weekend to spread a message of 
hope to victims and'survivors of the May 14 
church bus crash that killed 27. 
The representatives. of Mothers Against 

Drunk Driving, most of whom have suffered 
losses through incidents involving drunken 
driving, will. share their experiences with 
groups or individuals upon request. 
JaniceLord, director of victim assistance 

for MADD, said this weekend's sessions are 
the first in -the organization':, history. 
She said local chapters can usually han-

dle most tragedies, but the bus crash involv-
ing. Radcliff-area families was the largest 
MADD has had to deal with. 
"We certainly pray that this will not be-

come a permanent project .for MADD, but 
we. are grateful that we can come together 
and help at this time," she said. 

Sharon Sikora, a MADD member. from 
Phoenix, Ariz., said she was particularly in-
terested in talking to burn victims. 

Sikora said she suffered burns over 80 
percent. of her body when a drunken driver 
crashed into the rear of her car in 1981. 

"There was a time that I looked so horri-
ble that I couldn't stand to look in the mir-
ror at myself," she said. 

Sikora said she wants to assure burn vic-
tims that they can eventually recover. "Be-
cause I've been there I hope I can answer 
their questions." 

Robert Beck, chairman of. the board of 
the national MADD organization, said that 
MADD will hold a press conference in Lou-
isville on Tuesday to stress the seriousness 
of the drunken-driving problem and call for 
legislation to combat it. 
"There ought to be a mechanism for tak-

ing away driving licenses on the spot. That's 
an effective way of dealing with it," said 
Beck, whose son Michael was killed in a 

crash caused by a drunken driver in 1982. 
Caroline Nunnaiiee, whose daughter Patty 

was killed in the May 14 crash, said the 
families needed the group's assistance. 
"You are kind of numb at first ... then 

reality sets in and you realize that your 
child is never coming home again. I really 
think the time is now for a lot of us, because 
we're finally facing what Is ahead of us." 

Local healthcare experts say families 
and friends of people killed in the bus cash 
will need time to recover, particularly be-
cause many of the victims were children. 

Larry Mahoney, 35, of rural Owen County, 
was driving the pickup that slammed into 
the bus, returning from an outing sponsored 
by the Radcliff First Assembly of God 
church. He has been charged with driving 
under the influence of alcohol, 27 counts of 
murder and 13 counts of first-degree wan-

 0to counsel. victim • s 
Continued from Page A 5 

ton endangerment. 

Last night at a public meeting at 
the Colvin Community Center, 
MADD representatives 'explained 
the group's history and purpose to 
area residents. Several members 
also shared their experiences. Doro-
thy Mercer, an assistant professor of 
psychology at Eastern Kentucky 

See MADD 
PAGE 7, col. 2, this section 

University,'said MADD wanted .peo- I 
pie in Radcliff to meet others whose 
lives were affected by tragedies but 
who had teamed to live with their 
suffering. 

Mercer, who was seriously to. 
jured in a-crash caused by a drunk-
en driver in 1982, has only recently 
been able to work full time. 

"We'll help everybody that wants 
to be reached," Mercer said. 

., 
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Carrollton victim's parents campaign for safer buses 

Shannon Fair, 14, died in the 
Carrollton church bus crash. 

By Michael Collins j2/1olri 
Kentucky Post staff reporter r, Y  

RADCLIFF — Larry and Ja-
ney Fair don't intend to let the 
world forget why their daugh-
ter died. 

They have recounted again 
and again how a panic-strick-
en group of children died in a 
bus turned inferno ... on na-
tional television, on radio talk 
shows, in People. magazine. 

They don't plan to stop until 
someone makes school buses 
safer for children like their 
daughter, Shannon, 14. 

"It's hard to do, but public 
awareness seems to work," Mrs. 
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Fair said; thumbing through a 
stack of government docu-
ments and newspaper articles 
on bus safety. 

The desire to know more 
about their daughter's death 
prompted the Fairs to raise 
questions about school bus 
safety. The answers horrified 
them. 

They found the First Assem-
bly of God's converted school 
bus lacked modern safety fea-
tures — notably, a protective 
cage around the gasoline tank. 
And they found that thousands 
of other buses like it still travel 
the highways. 

"They don't make improve-
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ments on these school buses 
because the bottom line is eco-
nomics," said Fair, a lieutenant 
colonel in the Army. "We don't 
have the reverence for life that 
we should have." 

Memories of a similar acci-
dent 18 years ago deepened the 
Fairs' sorrow and heightened 
their concern. Fair and a bud-
dy pulled 30 people from a 
burning bus in 1970 while sta-
tioned in South Korea. They 
received the Soldier's Medal, 
the highest award for non-
combat heroism. 

The irony galvanized the 
Fairs' resolve. 

"It just seemed like bad fic-

1 r•. S.. N • • 1 • b 
LV Cd 

0 0 Q) a) 
c 

• • •a •• w  
()Cd> 0 Cd o Q 

^L. 0 " W  -a Q) a) {. 

O ~ O O cu W  
Z 

h I O 0 cd Cd V)  
3  aE 

Cd y Cd I Ox o r. CCd  Cd 

03 

rn 

CU Z 0  3 w 

bo a Cd b, a 
bn C•:3 dO•a)• o 
O  O Cd .0 O U  b0 Q 

C a C!2 -0 C) Cd 3 Cd 

(L) vi L-. Q > a) 1 'a 0 'a 

OZ 0 Cd 0 Cd 
a, 0 ?, F U) a) '•-w bD 

oaL).0 I >,a a'C O 

CS O •.oCd —rW •o 

b 

C O w 
Cd w 

rn • N 

I o +> 

Cd 

00 O 
CO WA 0 N  

• >, V W 

F h 0 

• O 
0 Cd 

w 

0•a• s C b 
-0 0 

(u 00 •O 
C A  O C  U 

O, O U Cd 

.a w C O 

E ° 0 E• a 
O bD C bD 

Ra4iflC0.0W0W O C 

Cu Cd r  

a.C•O x. 

C Cd Cd 
w m '0 t c. 
PdWWCdW 

a)wa)0 Cd 0bbDU"Z 
Cd N w0 O 

w  a W >, cis >_O  O 

O T C>C•a)• 
Cu Cd 

Z Cd 'dC••w33• 

y. E  W -• F 
O OOH 
c. 0 . O0  
a a3 qua .• c 

tion," Mrs. Fair said. "Nobody, 
would ever write something 
like that — it was just so un-
likely. 

"I just felt like, if they could 
get those kids off the bus, why 
couldn't they get our kids out?" 

Ford Motor Co., which built 
the bus chassis, offered a mon-
etary settlement to families of 
the 27 victims and 40 survivors' 
less than six weeks after the 
accident. But there was a hitch 
— negotiations were to be pri-
vate. 

The Fairs found the offer'. 
galling. 
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Larry and Janey Fair of Radcliff have left their daughter's room virtually 
as she left it. Shannon played saxophone: 
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Carrbli•ounty fudge rules on 
motions made in accident case 

Prosecutors in the case against 
Larry Wayne Mahoney were in 
Carrollton yesterday to continue 
presenting evidence to a Carroll 
County grand jury in connection 
with the May. 14. fatal crash that 
resulted in the deaths of 27 members 
of a Radcliff, Ky:, church youth 
group. 
According to special prosecutor 

Paul Richwalsky, evidence presen-
ted yesterday probably concluded 
the first phase of testimony before 
the grand jury; however, he told 
reporters that the case is still under 
investigation and he could be 
several weeks away from actually 
going for an indictment. 
Mahoney, a 34-year-old chemical 

worker from rural Owen County, is 
charged with driving his pickup 
truck head-on into a First Assembly 
of God Church bus on Interstate 71 in 
Carroll County that was returning to 
Radcliff from King's Island 
Amusement Park near Cincinnati. 

Investigators claim Mahoney was 
traveling north in the southbound 
lane of the interstate when the crash 
happened, and tests conducted at 
Humana Hospital-University of 
Louisville following the accident 
showed that his blood alcohol level 
was .24 percent — almost 21/2 times 
'he level that is recognized as legally 

J 

intoxicated in Kentucky. 
Mahoney has been charged in ' 

Carroll County District Court with 27 
counts of murder in connection with 
the fatal crash and prosecutors are 
trying to determine if they will seek 
the death penalty. 
In other action yesterday, while 

hearing motions related to the case, 
Carroll Circuit Judge Charles F. Sat-
terwhite ruled to deny prosectors ac-
cess to Mahoney's psychiatric and 
medical records and that records 
Richwalsky had already obtained 
from Humana Hospital-University 
of Louisville by subpoena be turned 
over to the court and sealed with the 
courtrecords. 
Richwalsky argued that in-

formation in Mahoney's records is 
critical to the case an that the 
prosecution is "looking for anything 
that might be relative to his state of 
mind and intent." 
Defense attorneys -for Mahoney 

had.argued that since they have.not 
indicated that they will pursue a 
deferise of insanity or mental illness 
that such records should not be 
released because release of such in-
formation could be 'a violation of 
Mahoney's right to privacy, to a fair 
trial and to due process. 
Mahoney, who was arrested at the 

hospital by police while recovering 

from injuries he sustained in the 
crash, is currently being held:at the 
Kentucky Correctional Psychiatric 
Center near..LaGrange. 
In other motions yesterday, Sat-

terwhite reduced bond for Jeffrey 
Gill, the man charged with murder 
and drunk driving in connection with 
a fatal accident that claimed the life 
of Mahoney's 4-year-old cousin on 
June 4, in Carrollton. 

Gill, 28, of Pittsburgh, is charged 
with running over and killing 
MaKayla Mahoney, Lockport, on the 
Kentucky River Bridge on U.S. 
Highway 42 in Carrollton. Tests 
taken after the accident showed he 
had a blood alcohol level of .28 per-
cent. 

Gill had been held on $50,000 cash 
bond, but Satterwhite reduced that 
amount to $10,000 cash bond yester-
day with the stipulation that if Gill is 
released he must live With his paren-
ts in Pittsburgh, drive only to and' 
from work, and report each week by 
telephone to a pretrial release of-
ficer for Carroll County. 

Gill has been lodged in the Oldham 
County Jail since the accident. He 
was indicted by a Carroll County 
grand jury on June 6 on charges of 
murder but no trial date has been set 
in that case. 
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ary, was married and has two 
other children — a boy, 11, and 
a girl, 7. 
. John Pearman also was po= 

litically active in Hardin Coun-
ty, where he served as president 
of the local Democratic Com-
mittee. The younger Pearman 

was elected court clerk last No-
vember after the previous clerk 
was killed in a tractor accident. 

Carla Riggs-Hill, a friend of 
the family, called - John Pear-
man "an extraordinary person 
with deep beliefs. You could 
.trust him to make the right de-
cisions. 

"He's going to be such a• loss 
for the church and the commu-
nity." 

What's going on in the area? You -can find 
out easily by reading Tipsheet.in Accent. 
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cated he would roar down the 
wrong side of the interstate. 

"It wasn't like him .at all,". 
said Nellie Keel, who lives next 
door to Mahoney and has 
known him for about eight 
years. 

Police say Mahoney's 
blood-alcohol level was 0.24   
percent, nearly 2,n times '°• 
level at which Kentucky ; 
says a person is intoxicated. 

In 1984, he was convicted of 
drunken driving-and paid $440 
in fines and court costs. - But 
"not even drunk could I imag-
ine him doing something like 
that," said Mefford, who de-
scribed himself as Mahoney's 
closest friend. 

"He knew this country like 
the back of his hand — all the 
roads and off-roads. Some-
thing had to happen to the 
truck. I can't believe he got on 
the interstate in the wrong 
lane." 

Mahoney, 34, and Mefford, 

Please see DRIVER, 4A 
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40, grew close over the past sev-_ 
eral years because of a joint in-
terest in hunting racoons. They 
would often hunt together, 
swap notes about 'coon dogs or' 
just joke, Mefford said. 

Mahoney lives with his first 
wife, Janice King Mahoney, and 
a son, Tony, 14, at the Eagle 
Creek Campground trailer park 
along Ky. 227 in Worthville. Mrs. 
Mahoney said she was working 
Saturday .night and doesn't 
know where he went — or why. 

She declined to talk further. 
Mahoney grew up in Moxley, 

a small town in adjoining Owen 
County. His father was a farm-
er. 

Those who know Mahoney 
describe him similarly — 
friendly but quiet, an avid rac-
coon hunter, a hard worker. He 
liked to drink Miller Lite beer, 
and was on a first-name basis 
with bartenders in at least two 
Carrollton taverns. 
Norma Jean, a bartender at 

Tubby's Last Chance Tavern 

along Ky. 227 in Carrollton, said 
Mahoney would stop in often to 
down a few beers and play pool. 
Betty, a bartender at Mary 
Lou's in the city's courthouse 
square, also knew him as a reg-
ular. 

Neither woman would give 
her last name. 

"He'd have a couple of beers," 
Betty said. "I never saw him 
outstandingly drunk." 
On Saturday, Mahoney left 

work at the M&T Chemical 
plant in Carrollton at 7 a.m. af-
ter working a 12-hour shift. 

About 4:30 p.m., he. left his 
trailer. His uncle, Coleman Ma-
honey, said his nephew honked 
his horn- and gave a friendly 
wave as he drove his freshly 
washed four-wheel-drive Toy-
ota pickup truck up the gravel 
road. 

Coleman Mahoney said Larry 
Mahoney had made arrange-
ments for his son to spend the 
night at Coleman Mahoney's 
trailer. 

Larry Mahoney stopped off 
to say hello to Jay Gibson, who 
lives in the trailer, park. Gibson 
said Mahoney apparently had 

1-143_4. , •7 a r-,4•Tt eT a YY tj3 a _t . .. 4] , . "  

drunk a few beers and stayed 
less than. five minutes at his 
place. 

About 7 p.m., Mahoney drove 
into the parking lot at Tubby's 
Tavern. He stayed about a half 
hour and drank one, Miller Lite 
before leaving, said `bartender 
Norma Jean. 

While at Mefford's house 
Saturday' night, the pair in-
stalled a radio in Mefford's 
pickup truck, swapped Randy 
Travis tapes, talked about their 
raccoon dogs, and sipped beer. 

"We drank a couple beers out 
there. while we were putting the 
radio in," Mefford said. "I'm not 
even sure a couple Is right — it 
was more like one apiece. It 
wasn't no party or nothing." 

Mefford said he assumed 
Mahoney was going home. 

"He was tired," Mefford said. 
"I don't think he'd been to bed 
that day. I presumed he was go-
ing home, but he didn't say." 

Where Mahoney went after 
he left Mefford's house, his 
whereabouts are unknown. 
Friends and neighbors said they 
didn't see him. People at bars 
along Ky. 227 in Carrollton said 

he did not show up there. 
Between 10 and 10:30 p.m., he 

dropped off another friend, 
Taylor Fox, at the trailer park. 
But Joanie Fox didn't know 
where Mahoney and her ex-
husband,. Taylor, had been, how 
long they had been together, 
who else they were with or 
whether they had been drink-
ing. 

Taylor Fox, a long-haul 
trucker, was on the road and 
unavailable for comment. 

State police also are trying to 
find out what Mahoney was do-
ing before the accident. Trooper 
Jim Mudd said investigators 
will try to track Mahoney's trail 
— from when he left work until 
he wound up on the wrong lane 
on I-71, 10 miles away from 
home. 

"That doesn't sound like 
Larry," said Roxanne Fields, ' a 
longtime family friend. "All I've 
ever known him to do was hunt, 
fish, play pool and go out with 
other couples. 

"It makes no sense. I guess 
the only one who knows what 
happened Is Larry." 
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.Defense starts case 
with attack on bus 
design and safety 
By MARK CAMPBELL 
lientucky News Editor  

Attorneys for Larry Wayne 
Mahoney began their defense in his 
trial for murder and drunken driv-
ing this morning by attacking the 
design and safety of the former 
school bus which burned, killing 27 
people in 1988. 
. Assistant Attorney General Paul 

Richwalsky Jr., special prosecutor 
in the case, rested the common-
wealth's case . this morning after 
calling 107 witnesses in 11 days of 
testimony. 

Mahoney, 36, of Owen County, 
Ky., is charged with 27 counts of 
murder, 12 counts of assault, 42 
counts of wanton endangerment, 
and one count of driving under the 
influence in connection with the 
May 14, 1988, crash involving 
Mahoney's pickup truck and a bus 
carrying a youth group from the 
First Assembly of God church in 
Radcliff, Ky. Three adults and 24 
children died in the ensuiniz fire on 
the bus. 

Defense attorney William Sum-
mers, lead counsel for Mahoney, 
began his case by calling Kentucky 
State Fire Marshal John William 
Martin to the stand as his first wit-
ness. 

Martin, who investigated the fine 
at the scene and has worked with 
Kentucky Gov. Wallace Wakin-
son's task force to study - the crash 
and recommend additional bus 
safety measures, was questioned 
and cross-examined for an hour and 
20 minutes this morn in . 

Martin was asked if he thought 
the type of fuel, the material used 
for bus seats or the availability of 
access of emergency access doors 
contributed to the severity of the 
victims' injuries or the large num-
ber of fatalities. 

Martin said he thought the 
limited number of emergency exits 

See: TRIAL 
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*Tnial  
Continued from Page 1 
contributed to the severity of the 
accident. 
He also was asked if he thought 

the fire would have been as severe 
if the bus' fuel tank had had a cage 
on it like later models. The bus in-
volved in the crash was a 1977 
former Meade County school bus. 
The federal government required 
wire cages surrounding the fuel 
tanks on buses manufactured after 
April 1, 1977. The bus involved in 
the crash had been manufactured 
prior to the April 1, 1977, date. The 
fuel tank on it, which was'held by 
two straps, came lose in the acci-
dent and was punctured. 

Martin said, "In my opinion, it 
(the cage) would not have preven-
ted the puncture of this bus in this 

casMeartin . also- was asked questions 
about the study that has been done 
by the governor's task force. Mar-
tin said the goal of the task force 
was to try to prevent such a thing 
from happening in the future by 
making buses safer. 
Some .of the recommendations 

from the study include that all new 
buses purchased for state use be 
diesel, have window hatches as ad-
ditional emergency exits on both 
new and old buses, the gas tank be 
relocated in a more central location, 
the state adopt regulations to in-
crease training of bus drivers, and 
to provide more evacuation drills 
on both school buses and private 
buses that are used for transporta-
tion purposes. 

Martin was asked if the toxicity 
of the burning seats on the bus 
could have contributed to the 

severity of the accident. He said 
didn't know, but "I think both 
flammability and toxicity are issues 
that need to be addressed." 

During cross-examination, Rich-
walsky questioned Martin on 
whether a diesel bus would have 
resulted in a less severe fire. Martin 
said gasoline burns very rapidly 
and puts off a lot of heat, but that 
diesel fuel can react similarly in an 
accident like that. He said diesel 
fuel would probably not be as 
flammable but it still could have 
resulted in a fire. 

Richwalsky also asked Martin if 
diesel would have made for any 
worse fire. "I don't know how it 
could have been any worse. It is 
possible under exact conditions 
(diesel) would, ignite." 

Referring to - evacuation drills; 
Malin ° said the more evacuation 
drills there are the more likely there 
are to be, safe exits from a bus, but 
he said "we couldn't determine" if 
that was applicable in this case. 
"All it takes is for one person to fall 
down and you've got a problem." 
He went on to say the evacuation 

drills used by schools and other 
groups and organizations don't in-
terject panic, fear and survival. 
The defense expects to call 15 to 

25 witnesses and could have- its 
case - wrapped up this - week. 
Mahoney may take the stand during 
the defense's presentation, but that 
is subject to change. 

In the courtroom today was the 
ninth grade civics class of Benny 
Newell from the Madison Con-
solidated Junior High School. 
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Mahoney Still,(-,_,Aq 

i.n Oldham -Jail 
By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor 

Efforts to expedite the release of 
Larry Wayne Mahoney from jail this 
morning proved unsuccessful when 
Carroll Circuit Judge Charles Sat-
terwhite stood by an earlier decision 
to only accept unencumbered 
property toward the defendant's 
bond. 
Mahoney, 35, of rural Owen Coun-

ty, appeared in Carroll Circuit Court 
this morning with hopes of being 
released on $540,000 property bond if 
Satterwhite would reverse an earlier 
decision to only except $270,000 cash 
or a total twice that amount in 
property free of all mortgage or lein. 
After this morning's hearing 

before Satterwhite, Mahoney, who 
faces 27 counts.of murder along with 
several other charges in an 85 count 
indictment stemming from a May 14 
head-on crash between his pickup 
truck and a church bus, was retur-
ned.to the Oldham County Jail with 
any hope for a prompt release , on 
bond still undecided. 
What was decided is that Sat-

terwhite will stand by his earlier 
ruling to only accept unencumbered 

property toward the defendant's 
release and that the case has been 
sheduled to go to trial in January 
1989. 
According to Bill Summers, at-

torney for the defense, Satterwhite's 
decision concerning bond may 
violate Mahoney's civil rights in that 
the judge's conditions are an ex-
ception to the treatment given to 
other defendants who have come 
before the judge in other murder 
cases and an exception to state law. 
On the other hand, Paul Rich-

walsky, special prosecutor in the 
case, is pleased with the judge's 
ruling concerning bond, but is upset 
with the January trial .date and cited 
that a trial that soon could pose 
problems in the commonwealth's ef-
forts to represent the bus crash vic-
tims fairly because many of his wit-
nesses may still be undergoing treat-
ment for their injuries at that time. 

Mahoney, an employee of a 
Carrollton chemical manufacturing 
firm; is charged with.:27 counts of 
murder, 13 counts of assault, 44 
counts of wanton endangerment and 
See: MAHONEY 
Page B3, Column I 
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Mahoney trial -date' set June 9 
Continued from Page 1 
one count of driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol second offense. 
According to state police, 

Mahoney was driving a 1987 Toyota 
pickup truck that was traveling the 
wrong way on Interstate 71 when it 
crashed head-on into a bus owned by 
the First Assembly of God church in 
Radcliff, Ky. 
Police said tests conducted after 

the accident showed that Mahoney's 
blood alcohol level was .24 percent 
or almost 21/2, times the level con-
sidered legally intoxicated in Ken-
tucky. 
Upon impact with Mahoney's 

truck, a leaf spring on the bus was 
driven into the vehicle's gas tank 
causing a rupture that led to a fire 
which killed 24 children and three 
adults and resulted in burns and 
other injuries to an additional 17 
passengers on the 66-passenger bus, 
said the National Transportation 
Safety Board. 
"I'm very upset and suprised," 

said Summers in an interview with 
reporters after this morning's 
hearing. "I was told coming into 
here that I did not have to -worry 
about ari in-this-case-exception with 
Judge Satterwhite." 
According to Summers, he was 

told that Satterwhite had a history of 
conducting a fair trial, but that his 
defendant's constitutional rights to a 
fair trial may have been violated by 
today's ruling., 
According to Summers, Sat-

terwhite's decision to place restric-
tions on what property will be ac-
cepted toward bond and stipulate 
that such property shall have no 
liens or mortgages, "in effect would 
deny bond ... would be excessive 
bond and would be unfair bond" and 
in the end would be "clearly the 
equivalentof no bond at all." 

In an effort to present its case and 
ask Satterwhite to accept the unen-
cumbered equity of mortgaged 
property toward Mahoney's bond, 
the defense called two witnesses, 
Carroll County Circuit Clerk 
William "Bill" Wheeler and 
Mahoney's sister, Judy O'Donovan, 
to testify. 
According to Wheeler, in the 10 

years that he has been circuit clerk, 
he cannot recall a case in Carroll 
Circuit Court where Satterwhite 
placed such restrictions on bond. 
O'Donovan, who has been leading 

an effort to raise money for.. her 
:brother's bail,.. said the . group,.-has 
assembled' pledges of over $300,000 
worth of unencumbered property 
and cash and over $400,000 in unen-
cumbered equity. 
She said efforts to raise money for 

Mahoney's bond began soon after 
capital murder charges were drop-
ped against him and would continue 
until his release can be won. 

"It's not enough yet, but it's real 
close," she said in court while ad-
ding that the property has been 
pledged by 10-15 people including 
family members, friends and other 
people interested in Mahoney's 
release. 
"They are friends, but they are not 

all relatives," she said, while later 
adding, "There are people who don't 
know Larry ... that are supportive of 
him." 
Summers also noted that another 

case currently pending in Carroll 
Circuit Court resulted in the release 
of Jeffrey Gill, of Pittsburgh, on 
$10,000 cash bond or-$50,000 property 
bond. 

Gill, 27, is charged with murder in 
connection with the traffic death of 
Mahoney's 3-year-old cousin, 
MaKayla Mahoney of Lockport. Gill 
was driving the truck that ran over 
MaKayla in June and tests showed 
that his blood alcohol level was .28 
percent. 
According to Richwalsky, Gill's 

case involves one traffic death in-
stead of 27 and Gill had no prior con-
victions on drunk driving charges. 
Summers countered with the fact 

that Gill is not a local resident and 
that the Constitution guarantees 
Mahoney the same protection as 
Gill. 
"No one stands here without 

remorse for the victims and their 
families ," said Summers, "but by 
gosh the Constitution demands equal 
protection." 
He claimed Mahoney would not 

try, to flee from his charges.because 
he has "roots" in the community. 
O'Donavan agreed.and noted that 

due to media exposure her brother's 
face is known all across the United 
States. 

In ruling to stick by his earlier 
decision, Satterwhite said that the 
"seriousness" of the case, the fact 
that there were 27 deaths and the 
"likelihood for flight being very, 
very high" prompted him to place 
additional restrictions on Mahoney's 
release. 
The judge also noted that when he 

set bond for Mahoney it was done so 
"reluctantly. The court felt it was 
being lenient in accepting property 
bond at all." 
...In „other ..action, Summers. ap-
peal, &_16' :Satterwhite , with • a 
"demand for an immediate trial 
date." 
According to Richwalsky, since 

many of his witnesses are still un-
dergoing reconstructive skin grafts 

and therapy, a trial date sooner than 
six months to one year would be un-
fair to the commonwealth. 
Satterwhite noted that if Rich-

walsky's witnesses are unable to 
testify or appear in court, he would 
require an affidavit from doctors ex-
plaining why the proceedings should 
be delayed. 
Satterwhite set a trial date for 9 

a.m. on Jan. 9, 1989 and noted that if' 
either the prosecution or defense 
requests a continuance,- such 
requests must be made at least three 
weeks prior to the trial date. He said 
the last date that he would consider 
a continuance be Dec. 19. 

"I don't think the trial date is 
reasonable," said Richwalsky in an 
interview with reporters outside the 
Carroll County Courthouse. 
"They're entitled to a fair trial, but 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky is 
entitled to a fair trial too. I haven't 
even been able to sit down and put 
the case f ile together yet." 
According to •Richwalsky, the 

prosecution could very well ask for a 
continuance, but any decision con-
cerning that would be made much 
later. 
"This is a difficult case," he said. 

"This case is a monumental case. 
While researching the death penalty 
on this we looked all over the coun-
try and the logistics of this case are 
just monumental. 
According to Summers. Mahoney 

was "very sullen" and "very quiet" 
after Satterwhite's decision • this 
morning. 
"He needs to be out with his 

family ," said Summers on 
Mahoney's need for release from 
jail. "He needs to be out with us 
preparing his defense.". 
According to Summers, if Sat-

terwhite is going to remain staunch 
in his standing concerning bond, the 
defense will "have to take* other 
remedies" in dealing with the 
ruling. 
He added that his firm will file an 

appeal on Satterwhite's decision 
with the state Court of Appeals "as 
soon as we can get the papers draf-
ted." 
"I hate to have to do it, but if I'm 

going to have to do it I'm going to 
have to do it," he said while noting 
that he will probably file an 
"original action suit" asking the 
Court of Appeals to make Sat-
terwhite abide by a law that says 
that unencumbered equity may be 
accepted toward a defendant's 
property bond. 
"Then, if a couple of more, (people 

with property) will come forward, 
we're home free," said Summers 
concerning Mahoney's release. 
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CARROLLTON, Ky. — Less than two hours 
after he was released from Humana Hospital-
University of Louisville yesterday, Larry W. 
Mahoney pleaded not guilty in Carroll District 
Court to 27 counts of capital murder. 
Looking dazed and unsteady, Mahoney — 

who was driving the pickup truck that collided. 
with a church bus on Interstate 71 a week ago, 
killing 27 people — was ushered into the court-
room by Kentucky State Police troopers who 
brought him to Carrollton directly from the 
hospital.' 
The police car in which he was riding drove 

onto the courthouse lawn to deliver him just 
outside the building's main door shortly after 3 
p.m. . 
Mahoney, 34, wearing jeans and an. open-col-

lared shirt, walked haltingly into the-second-
floor courtroom. A hospital identification 
bracelet circled his right wrist, and there was a 
small gauze bandage on his forearm. He was 
not wearing shoes in the courtroom. 
Mahoney's parents were among a half-dozen 

of -his friends and relatives in the courtroom 
when he arrived. They seemed surprised at his 
weakened condition and began crying as he 
came through the door. 
Mahoney had been hospitalized since last 

Saturday's crash, suffering from head and 
chest injuries. 

Police used metal detectors and searched ev-
eryone who came into the courtroom for the 
20-minute arraignment before Carroll District 
Judge Stan Billingsley. 

Troopers did a security sweep of the entire 
courthouse before the hearing, said Trooper 
Jim Mudd, a state police spokesman.. 

Billingsley denied bail for Mahoney at the 
bearing and ordered him held at the Kentucky 
Correctional Psychiatric Center in LaGrange, 
where he will be examined to see whether he 

PHOTO BY JOHN L. GOFF 

Larry W. Mahoney, just re•"eased feom the hospital, pleaded innocent to 27 
counts of murder before Carroll District Judge Stan Billingsley yesterday. 
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Larry W. Mahoney was escorted from the Carroll DistrTct .Court 
yesterday after his arraignment In the deaths of 27 peopla In a en 
bus crash'last Saturday. Investigators sate he was drig1ng drunk. 

Pickup driver pleads not guilty 
Continued from Page One 

Is mentally competent to stand trial. 
The .judge granted a defense mo-

tion for a bond hearing; it is set for 
Wednesday at 11:36 a.m. A prelimi-
nary hearing -in the case is set for 
June 2 at 1:30 p.m. 
Mahoney made no statements and 

remained seated throughout , the. 
hearing. He was represented by 
Covington attorney Gary Sergent 
and by Carroll County's acting pub-
lic defender, Ed Bourne. 
At the attorneys' requests, howev-

er, Billingsley appointed public de-
fender Bill Carter of Carrollton to 
represent Mahoney. Sergent and 
Bourne said they would not be rep. 
resenting Mahoney- after today, al-
though neither explained why. 
As police escorted Mahoney. from 

the courthouse, several people on 
the lawn shouted words of support. 

"We're with you, Larry," shouted 
Carrollton resident Juanita White. 
"Hang in there." 
White said that she met Mahoney 

through a mutual friend four years 
ago and that -he helped her once 
when she was having trouble with 
her son. "He loves kids," she said. 
"He would never hurt them inten-
tionally." 
White said she thinks Mahoney is 

being treated unfairly by authorities 
who have asked that he receive the 
death penalty. She was particularly 
incensed, she. said, that Mahoney 
might be sentenced to die when Ke-
vin Fitzgerald, who was convicted in 
Carroll Circuit Court two years ago 
in the ax slayings of a Carrollton 
couple, received a lesser sentence. 

"Larry has enough to live with as 
It is," ' White said. "It was just a 
freak accident. The people in Rad-
cliff understand," she added. "We 
understand, too." 

Police say Mahoney was driving 
the wrong way on I-71 when he 
struck the church bus filled with 67 

people — most of them youngsters 
— from the Radcliff area: The bus" 
gas tank ruptured' and - burst into 
flames. All 27 victims died of smoke 
inhalation. Tests showed Mahoney's 
blood-alcohol level -was 0.24 percent 
— more than twice the level ~ at 
which the law'-presumes' a persow' 
drunk. 

Carroll Commonwealth's Attorney, 
John Ackman Jr., who filed the ini 
tial charges against Mahoney this, 
week, suffered a heart attack at his, 
home on Wednesday. 

State Attorney General Fred' 
Cowan and assistant Paul Rich-; 
walsky represented the prosecution, 
at, yesterday's• hearing. 

Afterward, Cowan said Rich 
walsky, who heads the .special pros-: 
ecution• divislon'in the attorney gen 
eral's office,4111l'be lead prosecutor 
in the case. If. Ackman recovers 
enough to join the prosecution team, 
he will be welcome, Cowan said. 
"The prosecution will * continue;. 

without interruption; in a professlon i' 
al manner and (with) a high degree, 
of confidence," Cowan said yester-; 
day. He and. Richwalsky said the  
will proceed. with prosecuting the3 
case as a capital offense. 
Richwalsky said he will oppose' 

setting bond for Mahoney because 
of the severity of the case. He said. 
"the presumption of ' guilt' is great;-` 
and the proof is evident." 
.Richwalsky has previously pros-: 

ecuted about a half-dozen death-pen 
alty. cases, he'said. 

Assistant Attorney General Stuart 
McCloy, a former assistant common= 
wealth's 'attorney in Hardin County, 
said crash witnesses or those. in-
jured in the fire will not be called to 
appear at the bond hearing or the 
preliminary hearing. Instead, inves-
tigators will present the evidence. 
McCloy said, "We want to avoid 

re-injury to the families" who began 
burying their loved ones Thursday.. 
"They've been through enough." 



Mahoney sobs' ' as simony begins 

Mahoney weeps 
Larry Wayne Mahoney (center) broke down and cried near the end of yesterday's testimony in his trial 
for murder and drunk driving in Carrollton. Mahoney, flanked by his attorneys Russ Baldani (left) and 
William Summers'(right), began sobbing after witnesses told jurors of the fiery scene that claimed 27 

lines on Interstate 71 in 1988. (AP pool photo by Ed Reinke.)' 
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After sitting with his head up and 
eyes straight ahead through nearly 
two days of testimony in his mur-
der and drunk driving trial, Larry 
Wayne Mahoney finally lowered 
his head into his hand and sobbed 
yesterday afternoon. - 

Mahoney, who is charged with 
27 counts of murder and drunken 
driving in connection with the-fiery 
bus crash on May 14, 1988, in Car-
roll County, broke down and cried 
and was then led sobbing from the 
courtroom after hearing testimony 
from a Henry County, Ky., couple 
who arrived at the scene of the 
tragedy soon after his 1987 Toyota 
pickup truck plowed head-on into a 
First Assembly .of God church 
youth group bus on Interstate 71 
south of Carrollton. 

The emotional outbreak was just 
one of several emotional moments 
that have occurred in the Carroll 
County Circuit Courtroom since 
testimony began in the trial Mon-
day. Victims and family members 
of victims in the crash as well as 
jurors have fought back tears as the 
prosecution's case against the man 
blamed with what some people 
have described as "the worst 
drunken driving accident in U.S. 
history" has began to unfold." 

"It was certainly bound to hap-
pen and it happened," said William 
Summers, lead counsel for the 
defense, while noting he had not 
discussed the breakdown with his 
client but had anticipated that 
Mahoney would be— emotionally 
moved by the testimony at some 
point in the proceedings. 
As Carroll Circuit Judge Charles 

F. Satterwhite instructed the jurors 
yesterday that they would not be 
required to return .to . court. until 
Monday, Nov. 27, after the 
Thanks6vine break. . Mahoney 

"As we approached it, ihere was 
a tremendous fire," said Weeks. "It 
was riveting. At first I thought that 
it was a semi and then my wife said 
it was-a.school bus." 
Weeks, said he raced back-towand' 

the fl' ie"s and had to avoid a colli= -
sion'with'a -car that was crossing 
the median after being involved in- -
the tragedy. H_ a said when:he finally 
got stopped in the northbound 
emergency-lane, he could see a lot 
of activity in the median but "noth-

ing from the bus." 
" Weeks: said he and his mife•awere < 
shocked by the site and didn't im-
mediately render aide to the vic-

Carroll County trial. 
in recess for holiday 
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By MARK CAMPBELL 1,L //2to eyerd his head in his hands and 
Kentucky News Editor  cried. Several of his family mem-

bers, including his sister, Debbie 
Daughtery, and mother, Mary, also 
cried and his mother reached her 
hand out and patted Mahoney on 
the shoulder as he shook with emo-
tion. His brother-in-law, Jim 
Daugherty, .handed Mahoney a 
handkerchief just before he left the 
courtroom, crying louder as he was 
escorted out the door by a member 
of the court security . 
The emotional outbreak came af-

ter a Henry County,, Ky., man and 
his wife testified they had met a 
dark-colored pickup truck like 
Mahoney's traveling the wrong 
way on Interstate 71: on May 14, 
1988. They testified that after 
avoiding a 'collision with the 
pickup, they looked over their. 
shoulder and in"the rearview mirror 
to see flames from; - the accident 
scene. 
::According to - Roy Weeks, 

Pleasureville, Ky., he and his wife 
had been to see a movie in Car-
rollton when they met a dark-
colored, down-sized pickup truck 
traveling north in the. southbound 
lanes of the interstate. 
Weeks said he "prepared myself 

to take evasive action" when he 
met the oncoming.pickup.. _ 

"I said "something to my wife 
like, 'If he doesn't get back on the 
other side, he's going to kill some-
one,"' Weeks recalled in his tes-
timoriy yesterday. "A half-minute 
or so later we saw the afnes and I 
asked .her if she had sedn -us pass a 
fire and she said 'No, he must have 
hit someone."' 

According to Weeks, he turned 
around at an emergency cross-over 
near the Carroll/Trimble County 
line. He said as he and his wife, 
Vicki, droye :back toward the acci-
dent site the initial flames turned to 
a Dow above the hillside. 

tims. After consoling his wife and 
talking with the driver of the car, he 
walked across the median to see if 
he could provide the accident vic-
tims any help. He said he returned 
to get a blanket from his . Chevy 
Suburban without 'knowing- -that 
people were still trapped inside the 
burning bus. 
When he returned with the 

blanket to cover the legs of a burn 
victim, Weeks said another girl 
"was calling for her dad and 
crying." 
He said when. he retturwd the 

second time he saw some people 
lathered at the rear emergency exit 

of the bus and realized that there 
were children still inside the fully-
engulfed vehicle. 

"I started to hear some noise 
coming from out of the bus and 
someone yelling for help," said 
Weeks, noting that the flames were 
all the way back to the rear bumper 
by then. 
Weeks said  Ke remembered 

seeing two or three more people 
being pulled from the bus and 
heard one man yell to a person still 
inside the burning wreckage, 
`You're going to have to stick your 
See: TRIAL\ 
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Continued from Page 1• 
hand out or I can't save you,"' said 
Weeks. "A girl put her hand out and 
a man jerked her to the pavement. 
Then I didn't hear any more from 
inside the bus." 
As Weeks spoke, many of the 

relatives of the crash victims began 
crying. They had been prepared for 
the testimony of Weeks- and his 
wife, but the moment brought the 
tragedy home once again. 

"I warned them or advised them 
that these last two witnesses were 
the first people who had returned to 
the scene. I told them that at the 
lunch break," said Assistant Attor-
ney. General Paul Richwalsky Jr., 
special prosecutor in the case. "As 
the trial approached and as we 
finalized our trial preparations, they 
have always, asked that they not be 
surprised, that they not-be confron-
ted with something in the 
courtroom that they have not had 
the opportunity to prepare for. We 
obviously have prepared them for a 
lot of things that won't even come 
up in the trial" 
Moments after Weeks and his 

wife concluded their testimony, 
Mahoney broke down and at least 
one reporter claimed to have heard 
one of the victim's' family mem-
bers mutter, "Well; it's about time." 

Several of the jurors appeared 
moved by the testimony as well as 
Mahoney's emotional outburst. 
However, attorneys- in the - case 
think that such reactions should be 
considered normal in the tragedy. 

"I wasn't - watching Mr. 
Mahoney., I was trying to con-
centrate on what I have to do," said 
Richwalsky. "There's sympathy on 
both sides, there's emotion on both 
sides and the jury recognizes 
they've got it on both sides and 
they're supposed to put it aside." 

"I must say that probably all of 
us least look forward to actions of 
stark reality," said William Sum-

mers, lead counsel for the defense. 
"We're lawyers, we deal with in-
terviewing witnesses and talking 
with people, but at the same time 
with close to 40 years between the 
two of us, you can't overlook it. 
We've said all along, both of us feel 
for everyone. (Richwalsky has) had 
to live with these people and I 
mean that in all sincerity and can-
dor. I don't know, but I certainly 
can appreciate how this coming 
must feel and obviously this minute 
had to come and this afternoon had 
to come and it's certainly not over." 

Earlier yesterday, several friends 
and acquaintances of Mahoney said 
they saw him drink the day of the 
crash one even described him as 
"too drunk to drive" and claimed to 
have taken his keys away earlier 
that evening. 

Taylor -Fox, a resident of the 
Eagle Creek resort where Mahoney 
lived in May 1988, said he "could 
tell he'd been. drinking. He was 
feeling good" when he saw 
Mahoney between 8 -10 p.m. on 
May 14, 1988. 
"He said he had something he 

wanted to talk to me about at that 
time," said Fox, who finally recal-
led Mahoney as being "depressed" 
that day. "He said maybe he'd been 
drinking too much to discuss it 
right now." 
Mahoney later asked Fox to 

drive him to Burlington, Ky., to 
meet a former girl friend. He said 
he took Mahoney's keys from his 
pickup truck because "I thought he 
was drinking and had no business 
being on the road because he'd get 
picked up by the law or get a DUI. 
I was going to take him to Bur-
lington anyway." 

However, Fox did not take 
Mahoney to Burlington and even-
tually gave Mahoney's keys back to 
him around 10 p.m. after the defen-
dant allegedly agreed that it was 
too late to meet the woman at 10 
p.m. and he would instead. go on 
home. 

Fox said Mahoney only lived a 
short distance away and would 
never have had to enter the paved 
highway to get home;- however, . 
when Mahoney left, his truck tail 
lights were never seen turning into 
his driveway and instead faded into 
the night. The accident happened 
about 55 minutes later, several 
miles away on Interstate 71. 

During cross examination by 
Summers, Fox said Mahoney ar-
rived with only one Miller Lite beer 
— the sixth that witness testified 
that Mahoney either drank or pur-
chased that: day. Fox said he never 
saw Mahoney drink another beer 
while with him that day, but he did 
consume a glass of something that 
may have been. vodka. 

According io: Fox, Mahoney 
drank from a glass similar to what a 
neighbor, Kelly Osborne, drinks 
vodka from. 

'Tell us if you saw Larry given a 
big glass of what you thought was 
water," Summers said in his cross 
examination, while noting vodka is 
a clear form of liquor. 

"Phil Downey said he killed it," 
said Fox. "I don't know what it 
was, but I thought it was vodka." 

Asked later about the-importance 
of whether Mahoney drank the 
vodka, Summers said: "The ques-
tion of what Larry drank is a ques-
tion that will cut both ways. As a 
result of that, I guess we all are 
going to have to wait to see what 
Kelly Osborne has to say whether 
(Richwalsky) brings him or I have 
to bring him.". 
Fox testified that while Mahoney 

had not been terribly drunk earlier 
in the evening and added "he still 
knew what *he was doing. I call 
drunk not knowing where you're at 
and falling down. He wasn't 
drunk." 

However, Fox also testified that 
Mahoney's state of depression had 
gotten worse as the night went-on 
and that he drank the glass of what 
was believed to be vodka at about 
9:30 — some 30 minutes before he 
left. 

"I told him it was too late to go 
now and he said `Well, I'm too 
drunk to go anyway, so I'll just go 
home,"' said Fox, when asked why 
he didn't drive Mahoney to Bur-
lington. 
He said Mahoney asked for his 

keys so he could go home and that 
he asked Mahoney "If you promise 
me you'll go home, I'll give your 
keys back. He said ̀ Okay. "' 
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By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor  

In his opening.statements-•este'r-
day, a defense attorney in, the mur-
der and drunken driving trial of 
Larry Wayrie Mahoney told jurors 
that testimony in the 1988 • Car-
rollton bus crash case will unfold a 
story with many chapters, but only 
i one theme: 

"It's a horrible, horrible tragedy. 
! A senseless tragedy," -said defense 
attorney Russ'•Baldani; describing 
what that central theme will. be. 

Opening .statements 7 -and' - tes= 
timony for the prosecution' began 
yesterday. in:"' the ' '-murder and 
drunken. driving trial. Mahoney, 36, 
of rural Owen .County; faces up to 
Iife"in::prison..:if convicted.on the. 

Ike--is -charged•with,being diunk ~ 
.and driving'north in-the".' 
lane of Interstate .71 near Carrollton 
on May 14, 1988, .when ,his pickup 
thick plowed' head-on' into -a First 
Assembly of God church bus from 
Radcliff, Ky.-The bus was. returning 
from .•King'.s . Island Amusement 
Park north of .Cincinnati and 24 
children and three adults perished 
in the ensuing fire. 

:. Warehouse scene-
Jury members.in the LarryMahoney trial visited a Carroll County' warehouse yesterday to view the 
church bus' and pickup truck involved in the 1988 crash that claimed 27 lives. (Photo by Pool -Photog-
rapher Todd Buchanan.) 
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Trial renews pain of crash victims' families 
Continued from Page One 

cliff First Assembly of God 
church bus head-on. He is 
charged with 27 counts of mur-
der, 42 counts of wanton endan-
germent, 12 counts of assault and 
one count of driving under the 
influence. 
Some of the family members 

who attended the trial yesterday 
met briefly with reporters to dis- • 

•.cuss their views on the case. 
Lee Williams, whose wife, 

.Marilyn Joy Williams, and daugh-
ters, Kristen and Robin, died in 
the crash, said: 

"I really don't understand why 
we're even having a trial. Obvi-
ously he drove the vehicle. Obvi-
ously he hit the bus. And there's 
27 cemetery plots out there with 
27 people in them." 

Quite simply, he said he believes 
Mahoney is a murderer who should 
be sentenced to life in prison. 

"What's the difference if you mur-
der someone with an AK-47, a'bomb 
or a steering wheel?" Williams said. 

He also noted that Mahoney's law-
yers have said they hope to show 
that safety defects on the bus con-
tributed to the deaths. 

"Bus safety is not the' issue here, 
folks," he said. "Murder is the is-
sue." 
Mickie Muller, whose daughter 

Katrina was severely burned in the 
crash, noted that many of the chil-
dren who survived "are imprisoned 
... in bodies tLat are scarred." 

Mahoney should also be impris-
oned, she said. 

"Why should we have him have 
anything less?" she said. 

The parents said their lives re-
main painful. 

"laves never get back to nor-
mal," Williams said. "How do you 
put your life back together?" 

The Rev. W. Don Ellison,• pas-
tor at the Assembly of God 
church, said the tragedy remains 
fresh for many of the ,victims'-
familigs because of the number 
of deaths and injuries' caused by 
drunk driving, 

Such events are "one of the 
things that keeps a wound open:" 

As their own efforts to deal 
with the tragedy continue, many 
of those family members will 
watch every day of the trial, 
which is expected to last as long 
as eight weeks. 

"Hopefully," said Williams, 
"we're going to see justice done." 
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su.m vors of bus 
By MARK CAMPBELL z`V Ir 
Kentucky News Editor 

Victims of a 1988: church bus 
crash near Carrollton that killed 27 
people described a scene of panic 
and pandemonium as they testified_ 
in the trial of Larry •,Wayne 
Mahoney yesterday. - 

Tuesday's testimony marked the 
first time children who survived the 
fiery crash on Interstate •71 have 
testified in the case. And while 
taking the witness stand seemed to 
make each of the 18 victims some-
what uneasy, it proved to be espe-
cially difficult emotionally fpr 
several. 

Mahoney, 36, of Owen :.County, 
faces 27 counts of murder, 12 
counts of first-degree assault, .42 
counts of first-degree wanton en-
dangerment and one count of driv-
ing under the influence in'the May - 
14, 1988, tragedy. 

Witnesses have testified 
Mahoney was driving north in the 
southbound lane of the interstate 
ust south of Carrollton when he 
rammed his 1987 Toyota pickup 
truck into a bus owned by the 
Radcliff First Assembly of God 
church. The fiery aftermath killed 
24 teen-agers and children and 
three adults out of 67 passengers on 
the bus and Mahoney could face 
ife in prison if convicted of the 
harges. 
The teen-agers were members of 
church youth group and were 

eturning to Radcliff from an outing 
o King's Island Amusement Park, 
orth of Cincinnati. 

≥bout half of the teen-agers who 
tes tried in Carroll Circuit Court 
yesterday said -they were asleep-at 
the.time Mahoney's truck collided 
wi,ir their .bus, rupturing the bus 
fuef ta'n'k and sending Dames back 
through the 11 rows of seats on the 
150 Mier Meade.County school bus. 

Almost all 'of"the 18 youths who 
have testified in the trial so far said 
getting off the burning bus was a 
struggle for. their lives. And while 
they succeeded and lived, they also 
saw many of their friends fail and 
perish. 

Jerinifer Scoville, 16, of Radcliff, 
said she was-.looking out the win-
dow and thinking about things" 
when- it "felt like we ran into a 
brick wall." 

Scoville said she was sitting by 
the window in the sixth row behind 
John Prarmari, who was driving the 

P 

crash testi 
bus and perished in the fire. 

She said sFic.looked_:ip and saw. 
fire and 'Pearntan was telling the 
passengers to get off the bus. 

"At first I just sat there and 
couldn't believe it was happening," 
said Scoville, choking back tears as 
she told her story. 

She said she finally got up and 
made it to the rear of the bus where 
many of the children who were 
trying to escape the oncoming fire 
were piled up to the aisle and seats 
around the rear emergency door. 
Along the way, as she walked 
across seat tops, she saw a friend 
lying on the floor and kicked her 
with her foot to wake her up. 

"The kids in the aisle were 
screaming, crying, burning," said 
Scoville: "It looked like everybody 
had packed themselves into the 
door." , 

Scoville said she got to the pile 
and realized she could go na: fur,,.--.• 
Cher. She said she remembered 
saying to herself "Please God, 
don't let me die," before passing 
out. 

Scoville was eventually pulled 
from the burning wreck after suffer-
ing first- and third-degree burns on 
her left finger, nose, lungs, trachea 
and esophagus. 

After finishing her testimony, she 
could be heard sobbing loudly as 
she left the. courtroom, having 
relived the tragedy suffered 18 
months earlier. 

While breakdowns were few in 
the first day of testimony by the 
victims of the crash, looks of con-
cern and sorrow were many as 
family members, witnesses and the 
defendant and his family all suf-
fered through the most emotional 
day of the teal so far. 

In fact, Carroll Circuit Judge 
Charles Satterwhite called two 
recesses during the 5'/z hours of 
testimony —one for the sobbing 
Mahoney and another for a young 
female witness after both lost their 
composure at different points in the 
proceedings: 

Satterwhite took a 15-minute 
recess yesterday morning after. 
Mahoney broke down sobbing and 
was led from the courtroom shaken 
with .tears. 

"The judge saw him sobbing and 
saw that he needed a break and of-

See: MAHONEY TRIAL 
Page 3, Column 1 
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fered a break," said defense attor-
ney Russell Baldani. "It was a good 
time for him to regain his com-
posure obviously." 

"There's been questions as to if 
he will leave the courtroom," said 
Baldani, responding to a question 
whether his client might eventually 
find it too difficult to remain in the. 
courtroom. "Larry Mahoney's a 
man. He's going to accept his role 
in this thing ... my knowledge of 
that man is that he's going to sit in 
on this trial." 

Baldani said he did not know 
what effect Mahoney's sobbing 
would have on the jury. 

"I don't know what to think," 
said Baldani. "Obviously, it's 
natural. Nothing has been staged.. 
I'm sure they don't think that. 
Hopefully, they will sympathize 
with Lary and what he's going 
through. And that they could em-
pathize with his feeling a little bit. 

Mahoney's breakdown came as 
Carroll County Coroner James B. 
Dunn testified of the scene he 
found after arriving at the crash site 
on the night of the tragedy. 
"When I got to the school bus I 

climbed inside and shined my 
flashlight around and I couldn't 
believe what I saw," said Dunn, 
describing the victims' charred 
bodies. "There were a lot in the 
aisle and a lot on the right side on 
top of the seats. I could tell they 
were children, but I couldn't tell if 
they were boys or girls because 
they were burned beyond recogni-
tion." 
Dunn went on to say he 

originally estimated there were 17-
19 bodies on the bus at the crash 
scene and a decision was made to 
load the bus'onto a trailer and haul 
it, with bodies intact, back to the 
Kentucky National Guard Armory 
in Carrollton for removal and iden-
tification there. 
"We decided if we had to remove 

all the bodies there on the interstate 
it was going to take forever — 
days," said Dunn; who said he had 
to order extra body-bags to. put all 
,the bodies in. 

Later yesterday' afternoon, Sat-
'terwhite once again called a recess 
,when a crash- victim , who.. Was tes-
'Wxing broke dow .`ont. the stand 
,and ̀ t'recame • too ettt t- " ., to con- 

wrt•my •parrZe, •7,•uf Radcli:ff;'t; 
was in the' >Zrocess of-`.telling the 
jury what•sh Vand"heard from 
her seat on the side of the 10th 
row of thel bus i u ' ediately after 
the crash: 

Darnell; who suffetpd a broken 
collarbone : while - trying , to escape 
the fiery crash, said .she lib"{d tires 
squealing . and. felt the ltpant. 
When she looked up, the fror q of 
the bus was on fire and the ch . 
youth minister, Chuck Kytta; wht) 
had been sitting on the front steps.' 
of the bus near the impact area and 
fuel tank - was standing -in the 
stairwell of the bus. . 

"I saw our youth minister 'raise 
his hands and say,. `Oh 'Lord, -I'm 
coming. home!'" ,said 'Darnell, as 
her voice gave way to' sobs. Kytta 
was one of the three adults who 
perished in the crash: '' ;' 

Assistant Attorney 'General: Paul. 
Richwalsky Jr., special prosecutor 
in the case .asked for a recess' and 
Satterwhite agreed to delay the teg-
timony 10 minutes. After the break 
when Darnell was ready to resume 
her testimony, the judge told the 
girl "If you need to stop, leti•us 
know. It's okay." 11 

Darnell continued her testimony 
and told of how she broke her col= 
larbone and .escaped the burning 
vehicle. 

"It-Was _a ftal bright ̀orange," she 
said when,askked.what the front of 
the bus looked like' "The smoke 
was real thick. There's hardly any 
way-to describe how the fire was. It 
wasJust hot-and"awful." 
When Darnell returned to her 

earlier testimony concerning Kyt-
ta's comments, defense attorney 
Russell Baldani objected before she 
could finish her comments and Sat-
terwhite sustained. 

In other testimony yesterday, 
several of the victims said many of 
the passengers panicked when they 
heard the fuel tank explode, saw 
the flames and felt the heat of the 
fire. 

While several of the witnesses 
testified they were able to leave the 
bus through the aisle, many of the 
survivors said the only way they 
could get to the rear door of the bus 
and safety was by climbing over 
seats and other passengers who had 
either fallen or become piled 
around the rear exit. 

"The aisle was crowded and I 
tried to kick the window out but it 
wouldn't pop out so I climbed over 
the seats," said 17-year-old Jess 
Durrance of Radcliff, who was sit-
ting on the right side of the bus in 
the ninth row. "Everybody was 
piled on top of each other and 
everybody was trying to push and 
push their way off." 

Durrance, who said he suffered a 
bruised thigh ' as well as burned 
hari, said he looked back toward 
the front of the bus at one point and 
the fire "looked like somebody was 
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standing on the front of the bus 
with a• flame-thrower and the 
flames were going right down the 
center of the bus." 

Wayne Cox, 15, of Radcliff, said 
he was under that pile of people at 
the rear door at one point before 
someone grabbed his arm and pul-
led him to safety. 
Cox said he was "slouched 

down" in the right-hand seat of the 
eighth row of the bus when the col-
lision occurred. He said he heard 
crunching glass upon impact and 
when he sat up a 'bunch of people 
were yelling and I saw fire on the 
bus." 

"People were jumping over the 
seat I was in and I was on the' 
ground in the aisle," said Cox. "I 
was laid flat out and there' was 
someone underneath me. She was 
pulled out and I was pulled out. I 
lust remember. I reached my hand 
out ana someone grabbed it and I 
was out on the ground." 
Cox was treated that night for 

smoke inhalation. "The floor of the 
bus was getting very hot .by the 
time I was pulled from the bus," 
Cox said. "I remember breathing 
and feeling sorta smothered. I 
thought I shouldn't breath too much 
anymore." 

Other passengers on the bus tes-
tified they narrowly escaped the fire 
that killed many of their friends. 

According to Michael Jefferson, 
15, of Radcliff, he was sitting in the 
fourth row of seats behind the 
driver and while two people sitting 
in his direct vicinity perished in the 
flames, he made it off the bus with 
some burns. 

Jefferson said he saw,two friends 
go out windows but that he and 
another friend made a dash for the 
rear door by climbing-over seats. 

However, when he got to the 
back of the bus, he ran into the 
same pile of people that many of 
the other survivors recalled in the 
area near the door. 

"I was pushing my way through 
and I couldn't breath," said Jeffer-
son; who.said the bus was "real hot 
and dark" with smoke and he had 
to breath through his mouth.. "I 
looked back and saw the whole bus 
on fire. 

Jefferson said he eventually es-
caped:,the, flammwith,burns,toAhe 
side_ of his face,,.nose,,:.sngers. and, 
arms. "`I could•:feel•she sltitiront;the, 
back of my ear peeling while I was 
going to the back of the bus," he 
told the jury. 

Larry Flowers, 17- of of Radcliff, 
said he was on the 10th row of the 
bus when the collision occurred but 
by the time he got off he "could 
feel heat on my back.". 
Once Flowers got off the bus he 

ran 50 feet from the rear door 
before remembering that a friend 
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might still be inside. He said. he 
was returning when he saw the 
friend jump off the bus. 

Flowers said he: then turned .his 
atxeption -to Pam Ufi4; who had 
Just'. otten off the bus: er "H foot 
was turning and 'she was scream-
ing,' F•<)wers said. "She remem-
hXred-her sister was on the'bus and 
tried to Vt back, on .the bus .and I 
had to restrain her.".`Ul ey's sister. 
Crystle, 11,'never. midi. it off the 
bus. 

In .other testi4 ony", yesterday, at-
torneys' for Ma%nifey 'tried . to es-
tahlish- ;whether ; us was over-
crowded :and the* ai obstructed, as 
well, is.'whether ell victims "had 
seen any other vehicles 4 the, road 
that night ' vspeciall . is motor-
cycle: They., gffi question several 
of ' the -witnesses on- wife they 
had seen the bus seats or. flo6•ing 

catch fire: ; While =4.:m•: of tithe : Adtirhs 

claimed drink coolers and::oth r 
passengers lying in the floor of.thk 
bus obstructed their path to the rear 
emergency door, eight of:, the -'18 
victims also claimed to have heard 
or seen a motorcycle either before 
or after the crash. 

"I saw a light go by and I could 
have sworn it was a motorcycle," 
said 18-year-old Juan Holt, 
Radcliff, whg was on the sixth row 
of the bus. 
'Holt was not the only teen'on the 

bus to hear or see what he or she 
thinks was a motorcycle. However, 
most of the victims could not es-
tablish if the sounds or sightings 
were really a motorcycle or 
whether the alleged vehicle was 
seen before, during or after the col-
lision. 

"It sounded to me like a motor-
cycle winding out," said Durrance, 
who later added "a couple of 
seconds after we hit I heard an en-
gine (like a motorcycle) winding 
up.-

Flowers said he saw a motor-
cycle pass the bus on the left side 
of the southbound lane at , some 
point that night but he could not 
remember whether it was before or 
after the crash. 

Sandra Glover Stotler, 19, Vine r 
Grove, who has marred since the 
accident, said she heard a "loud" 
vehicle go by that sounded like a 
motorcycle. 

"I heard a vehicle go by — a 
loud vehicle that sounded like a 
motorcycle on the other side of the 
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highway," said Mrs. Stotler. "At 
one time I thought it was a motor-
cycle going through the median. I 
thought it was a motorcycle be-
cause it had one light and was loud 
like a motorcycle." 

Mrs. Stotler's sister, Kim Glover, 
16, of Radcliff, said she "heard" a 
motorcycle but "didn't see it." 

According to William Summers, 
lead counsel for the defense, any 
cross examinations by defense at-
tomeys concerning the alleged 
motorcycle or bus safety issues, are 
in direct response to statements the 
witnesses made to state police and 
National Transportation Safety 
Board investigators soon after the 
accident. 

"It isn't cropping up folks," 
Summers said. "I mean you have to 
understand it from a day or two af-
ter what we've learned today, there 
was discussion of a motorcycle ... 
There's been motorcycle discussion 
and as you can see a lot of the 
children saw or heard it. There was 
no motorcycle driver interviewed. 
There was no motorcycle driver 
found. We are in a search for the 
truth. We'll see where it goes ... 
from our respective postures we're 
trying to find the truth." 
Summers noted some of the wit-

nesses are testifying differently in 
court compared to statements they 
made to investigators only hours or 
days after the crash. 

"I don't impugn anything to the 
integrity to my colleague," said 
Summers, referring to Richwalsky. 
"But it appears very clear that any-
thing whatsoever that takes an 
aspersion away from Larry 
Mahoney and puts it on bus seats 
the people saw burning, the motor-
cycle that may be involved in the 
automobile accident, disappeared. 
Is it human nature? Is it prepped 
from someone involved in the 
church? I don't know. The church 
has been sued ... I don't know 
whether they have insurance 
coverage or what. But (Rich-
walsky) takes his witnesses where 
he finds them. Everything seems to 
be forgotten unless it is right 
around Larry Mahoney." 

During one point in the 
proceedings yesterday, Summers 
cross-examined 17-year-old Jamie 
Hardesty, concerning comments he 
made. io NTSB . investigators and 

state police:..'. • „ , . 
The defense attorney asked the 

crash victim if he remembered, tell-
ing investigators the bus was 
"`filled with black smoke so thick 
you could cut it with a knife"' and you 

smoke was coming from the 
plastic on the floor" of the bus. 

Richwalsky objected to the line 
of questions, but Satterwhite al-
lowed the witness to answer. 
Summers once again asked the 

boy if he saw the floor and seats 
burning and Hardesty said he could 
not remember seeing that. 

"Is it your testimony that you did 
not see the seats burn?" Summers 
asked. 

"No I didn't," Hardesty said. 
Asked later why some of the 

children were cross-examined to 
some length while others were ex-
cused without any questions by the 
defense, Summers said the attor-
neys had decided going into the tri-
al to try to make the victims' time 
on the stand as easy as possible. 

"Wherever possible, and cer-
tainly not in the interest of brevity, 
not to push these children on cross 
examination we would do so," said 
Summers, who added that he did 
very little of the cross examination 
for that reason. "We're all in a 
search for the truth ... we want as 
much as we can get, but at the same 
time we also want it to be as easy 
on these kids as possible." 

Summers was then asked if he 
thought he was as "easy on the kids 
as possible. 

"It's awful hard to ask somebody 
to grade their own exam," he 
responded. 

Richwalsky said he thought the 
children held up as well as could be 
expected. "Tears came from a 
a couple I didn't expect," he said, 
"and others I expected emotions 
from did not cry on the stand." 
The trial continues today with 

more witnesses who were victims 
on the bus scheduled to testify. 
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Carroll County Coroner James Dunn testified in the murder and 
drunken driving trial Larry Mahoney yesterday. While Dunn tes- 
tified! Mahoney broke down emotionally and was led sobbing 
from the courtroom. (Pool photo by Todd Buchanan.) 
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TERRY DUENNES/The Kentucky Post 

Three school bus gasoline tanks 
show how previously unprotected 
tanks are now enclosed with equip-
ment to safeguard against gasoline 
explosions and fire upon impact. 
Above, the unprotected gasoline 
-tank of a 1977 bus is mounted with 
a simple bolted bracket to hold it in 
place. In the middle photo, the tank 
on a 1978 bus is mounted almost 
identically with a bolt-and-bracket 
device (bottom center), but also is 
surrounded with a heavy gauge 
steel frame or protective cage. In 
the bottom pFioto, similar protec-

n't+on has been ,afforded by sur 

rounding the tank of-.'- . 979 bus 
with steel straps: 

1. 

S. . . 



Taylor, a bus trader and son of 
company owner Tommy Taylor, 
said most churches he deals 
with Can afford only the older 
models. 

The Taylor company, with 
100 used buses on its lot and 
annual sales of about 250 buses, 
does business from coast to 
coast. It is one of perhaps a doz-
en such used-school-bus-
wholesale-retail outfits in the 
nation, and even sells buses to 
dealers in Central America, 
Gary Taylor said. 

"We'll sell to anybody that's 
got the money and wants one, 
you know," he said Monday. 

"I sold an •'82 model to a 
church school over in Eastern 
Kentucky," Taylor said. "It was 
a $15,000 bus. They had some 
money. Usually they (churches) 
want one for a thousand dol-
lars." 

Most of the buses Taylor sells 
do not have the safety tank, al-
though he doesn't believe that 
makes the buses unsafe: 

"According to the federal 
government in 1977, that was a 
safe bus. And it still is a safe 
bus. I've driven them a lot of 
miles myself." 

The standard location for 
school bus fuel. tanks is on the 
right side, away from the nor-
mal flow of traffic. 

"Years ago it was determined 
to be the more safe side of the 
vehicle," said Terry Whitesell, 
executive director of Wayne 
Corp., Richmond, Ind., one of 
the largest manufacturers of 
school buses. "It was felt the 
least likely impact area." 

Whitesell, whose firm has a 

contract .with Kentucky for 
buses, 'said 25 to 35 percent of 
the 350,000 school buses in oper-
ation nationally do not have-
protected tanks. He said he did 
not know the number of church 
buses without the cages. 

About 8,000 buses are in use 
by Kentucky schools, said Jim 
Parks,. spokesman for the state 
Department of Education. 
Parks said 1219 of the buses 
were manufactured before the 
1977 standards took effect, and 
most of those are not .in regular 
use. 

Kentucky schools are buying 
698 new buses this year, and 
those buses are now being deliv-
ered. Parks said the new buses 
will mean .many of the pre-1977 
buses will be replaced. 

Franklin Adams, a mechanic" 
who works on Harrison County 
school buses, said he's seen 
pre-1977 buses hit in the front 
and not blow up or burn. 

"We've had them torn up a 
whole lot worse than that," Ad-
ams said, referring to the Rad-
cliff church bus; "and didn't 
have anything like that hap-
pen." 

The Harrison County school 
district has a fleet of some 40 
buses, with older models being 
sold to churches. 

Campbell County has five 
1977 Fords used only as spares 
in its fleet of 65 buses, said Su-
perintendent Dan Sullivan. The 
spares, which have the gas tank 
cages, are used when a bus in 
regular service has a flat tire or 
breaks down, he said. The cages 
were installed more than four 
years ago. 

Similarly, Boone County 
schools uses 1977 and older-
model buses as spares and not -• 
on interstate highways, said 
transportation director Carl 
Howard. The Bellevue scho.ol 
district has two older buses, a 
1973 and a 1976. These buses are 
used to transport students to 
extracurricular activities, and 
are driven on highways. 

"We've never been told of any 
danger as to the gas tank," said 
Bellevue Superintendent Wil-
liam Armstrong. 

Although school transporta-
tion officials have found the 
pre-1977 buses to be good buses, 
an accident in Bourbon County 
demonstrated the value of the 
gas tank safety cages on the 
newer buses. 

On Feb. 17,'a train of five die-
sel locomotives struck a 1980 
Ford school bus in the Bourbon 
County fleet as the bus crossed 
tracks on Tarr Road between 
Paris and Millersburg. The train 
was going 25 to 30 miles per 
hour and hit the bus on the 
right front fender, Case said. 

"It got a piece of the door," 
he said. The gas tank, which is 
below and just behind those 
doors, had the protective cage 
in place. 

"It did not even catch fire," 
Case said. 

Children on board sustained 
minor injuries and were treated 
at a hospital and released. 

Staff reporters Michael Col-
lins, Debra Vance and Greg 
Hartel also provided informa-
tion for this story. 
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lhipa'ct drives, wheels 
The front wheelz òn the First Assembly of God chuck' bus in. which 27 people died on May 14 in Carroll"" 
County were knocked eight feet rearward under.the bus. An adjoining leaf spring ruptured the fuel tank_ 
on the bus causing.the fatal fire, witnesses said at a National Safety Board hearing in Louisville yester 
day. (Staff photc by Mark Campbell.) 
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Bus safety law stalled in .Wash ington 
By Adam Condo 
Kentucky Post Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — Nearly nine months 
ago, an American Bus Association execu-
tive went to the halls of Congress to de-
nounce the Federal Highway 
Administration. 

The agency's failure to regulate private 
passenger motor carriers is "disastrous" 
and "outrageous," Susan Perry, the bus 
association official, told a House Trans-
portation subcommittee in September 
1987. 

"They are the largest group of bus op-
erators on the nation's highways, and in 
our view, the group most in need of strict 
safety regulation. Yet they remain unre-
gulated," Ms. Perry said. 

In the nine months since, nothing has 
changed. 

Ms. Perry's criticism centered on the 
kind of privately owned bus that erupted 
into flames Saturday on Interstate 71 af-
ter colliding with a pickup truck that was 

going the wrong way. The accident, six 
miles south of Carrollton, killed 27 people 
and focused nationwide attention on 
whether private buses are safe. 

The American Bus Association, a lob-
bying organization for the intercity bus 
Industry, believes private, not-for-hire 
buses pose significant safety problems. 

"Private motor carriers of passengers 
typically are churches, colleges or univer-
sities, or social or civic groups. They gen-
erally operate ... second- or third-hand 
buses previously operated for their origi-
nal useful life by for-hire operators," Ms. 
Perry said in her testimony. 
The bus association executive said pri-

vate operators such as churches or civic 
groups contract for maintenance or as-
sign it to a member of the group with 
mechanical ability but little training. 

"The driver is not likely to be a profes-
sional bus operator, and he or she may or 
may not be properly licensed," said Ms. 
Perry. 

Safety 
From Page 1 A 

She also said private operators are not 
certificated by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission ' (ICC) and do not need to 
maintain a federal minimum $5 million 
insurance' policy. 
Monday, the president and chief oper-

ating .officer for the bus association said 
the lobbying organization still is seeking 
action by the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration to impose safety standards on pri-
vate, not-for-hire operators. 

"The Federal Highway Administration 
is dragging its feet," said Norman Sher-
lock, noting that Congress mandated such 
regulation in a 1984 law. 

Last November, the bus aVabill 
ciation 

persuaded Rep. James HowaD-N.J., 
then chairman of the House Tsporta-
tion Committee, to introduce  that 
would force the Federal Highway Admin-
istration to take such action. 
Howard died and the bill has lan-

guished in committee. No hearings have 

no real enthusiasm for the bus 
association's bill, beUeving it to 
be loosely worded. 

The committee leadership is 
drafting an alternative bus and 
truck safety bill. 

But the staff member said 
there is no guarantee a require-
ment on private, not-for-hire 
buses would be incorporated in-
to the new legislation. 

been conducted and the bill ap-
pears to have little chance of 
going anywhere. 
A member of the committee's 

staff explained Monday that 
the committee leadership has r 
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` Portrayal of crash suspect is unfair, ex-wife says 
By TOM LOFTUS •d ••,( dark picture of Larry. I don't want crazy about him. Like I said, he 

4 Staff Writer J• (•) her later saying, 'That's not my dad. loves both of his kids dearly," Betty 
i v Why didn't you do something? Why Mahoney said. 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — Larry W. didn't you say something?"' She said Larry Mahoney visits his 
Mahoney is a caring father who Larry Mahoney, 34, a production daughter "as often as he can — Iloves his family and is loved in re- operator for M & T Chemicals in about once a week." 
turn, his ex-wife said. yesterday. Carrollton, was reportedly driving Betty Mahoney said she was par-

Betty Davis Mahoney said news north on southbound Interstate 71 ticularly upset about news accounts 
reports about Mahoney have paint- when the crash occurred. Twenty- that reported that the photograph on 
ed an inaccurate and unfair picture seven people died in the fire that Mahoney's driver's license shows 
of her former husband. engulfed the bus. him wearing a cap with the inscrip- 
"They (the media) have painted Mahoney's blood-alcohol level lat- tion "Ride Hard, Die Hard". "That's 

him so cold, so hard, so very black," er tested at 0.24 percent — more a little bit far-fetched," she said. 
-she said. "And he's not like that than twice the level at which the But she is at a loss to explain how 
Larry loves his kids. He loves his law presumes a person intoxicated. Mahoney came to be driving the 
kids dearly, and they love him." "Larry and I were never hostile" wrong way down the interstate, .ap- 

Betty Mahoney said she initially about the divorce, which became fi- parently intoxicated. "None of it 
turned down requests for interviews nal last year, said Betty Mahoney, sounds like Larry," she said. 
about Mahoney, who was driving the 35. The couple, who married in While Mahoney liked to drink 
pickup truck that collided with a 1982, had a daughter, now 5. The beer, she said, he was not an alco-
church bus near Carrollton Saturday child lives with her. mother and holic and, as far as she knew, . he 
night. But she asked to speak to The grandparents in Henry County. had not drunk any -alcohol in about 
Courier-Journal yesterday. Betty Mahoney said she met her four months because of stomach ul-

"I got to thinking, and I know this ex-husband at a Carrollton bar in cers. 
might sound corny; but our daughter 1979, the year he and his first wife, Mahoney was always a safe driv-
eventually is going to grow up and Janice King, were divorced. (Larry er, she said, and he did not drive 
know what is going on. She may go Mahoney recently returned to live particularly fast. 
to the library and get a copy of the with his .first wife and their son.) She said she never believed early 
papers, and they've painted such a "I met his son back then. He's reports that Mahoney may have 

been drag-racing before the acci-
dent — a report that investigators 
have now all but discounted. 

"I have known Larry for 10 years 
and I have never known him to 
drag-race," she said. -"It wouldn't 
bother me at all to get in and ride 
with him now." 

Betty Mahoney said she learned 
of her ex-husband's involvement in 
the crash Sunday morning. "We 
turned the television on.... When I 
saw the truck, I knew who it was. I 
knew it was Larry," she said. "It's 
like a nightmare. 

"Don't get me wrong — I sympa-
thize with the people that have lost 
loved ones .in the accident," she 
said. "But everybody is forgetting 
that Larry has family, too. He does 
have family and they love him. And 
they're going through a very hard 
time right now. 

"I'd like for everybody, when 
they're saying their prayers for the 
victims and their families — if they 
can — to say just a small prayer for 
Larry's family. 
"Because they need it, too." 
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Lawyer  saysAA 

By TOM LOFTUS 
Staff Writer 

FRANKFORT, Ky. — The two 
men riding in the third vehicle in-
volved in Saturday night's accident 
on Interstate 71 believe that the 
pickup truck that slammed head-on 
into a church bus, killing 27 people, 
struck their car first, their attorney 
said yesterday. 

Investigators have said that the 
truck, which was traveling .north in 
the' southbound lanes, hit the bus 
and that the bus then hit the car. 
The two men — Fraiseile Eber-

hardt, 34, the driver, and his broth-
er, John Eberhardt, 41, both of Ak-
ron, Ohio =  have refused to talk to 
reporters since the accident. 
But in a telephone interview yes-

terday, Kenneth Davis, their attor-
ney, gave a brief description of 
what the' men had told him; 

'I 

men believe 
According to Davis, the Eber-

hardts said they were driving in the 
right lane, with the bus in the left 
lane, and that they did not see the 
Toyota pickup as it approached 
their 1977 Cadillac. 
They believe they were slightly in 

front of the bus when the crash took 
place —not behind or beside it, as 
reported initially by the state police 
— and apparently were struck by 
the pickup before it hit the bus. 
However, he said, "They were 

weak on details, because :this hap-
pened so fast." 
He said the Eberhardts initially 

thought they were hit by the bus be-
cause they saw no other vehicle un-
til after the accident. 

"They're getting information from 
the troopers that the pickup hit 
them," Davis said. 

Because they believe they were 
slightly ahead of the bus, -and -now 

JQ aF i, i .f.i, C i .0 y'f i 
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pickup hit their car first 
that they've been told their car was 
hit by the truck, the brothers think 
that the pickup hit their Cadillac 
and then the bus, he said. 

"Their Cadillac took a glancing 
blow. They found themselves pro-
pelled toward the median strip.... 
They crossed the median strip — 
turning several times — and landed 
in the northbound lane. They're 
thankful no one hit them there. A 
big truck stopped just in time," Da-
vis said. ' 

State Police Capt. Neal Brittain 
said yesterday that he could not 
comment on the Eberhardts' ac-
count until investigators complete a 
detailed reconstruction of the acci-
dent. 

In other developments: 
® The state attorney general's of-

fice said it will appoint a special 
prosecutor to handle the case 
against Larry W. Mahoney of Owen 

County, the driver of the pickup 
truck, , who has been charged with 
27 counts of capital murder in the 
accident. The commonwealth's at-
torney for Carroll County, Jolin L. 
Ackman Jr., suffered a heart attack 
at his Williamstown home Wednes-
day morning. He was listed in seri-
ous condition yesterday at St. Eliza-
beth Medical Center South in 
Edgewood. 

Phil Miller, a spokesman for At-
torney General Fred Cowan, said 
the special prosecutor was request-
ed yesterday by Carroll Circuit 
Judge Charles F. Satterwhite. 

® Mahoney has hired Covington 
attorney Gary Sergent to represent 
him. Sergent said yesterday that he 
has spoken to Mahoney, but he de-
clined to comment on his physical 
and emotional condition. 
"The only comment I can have at 

this time is that his family has the 
deepest sympathy for the victims of 
this tragic accident," Sergent said. 
Mahoney, 34, who police say was 

drunk at the time of the accident, 
was listed in fair condition with 
head and chest injuries at Humana 
Hospital-University of Louisville, 
where he is in a special prison unit.' 
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RADCLIFF, Ky. -- Radcliff residents 
shared their grief yesterday at the first fu-
nerals for victims of Saturday night's bus 
crash and at an emotion-filled. memorial 
service. 
"The sadness of death gives way to the 

bright promise of immortality. For faithful 
people, life is changed, not ended," said the 
Rev. Leo Craycroft at a funeral Mass at St. 
Christopher Church for three of the victims 
— Mary Catheryn Daniels, 14; Denise Ellen 
Voglund, 13; and Amy Christine Wheelock, 
14. . 
More than 500 people filled the church 

and overflowed onto the grounds, where 
loudspeakers had been placed. 

St. Christopher's sits on a wooded hill 
overlooking the Radcliff Middle School, 
where the three girls had been in the eighth 

STAFF PHOTO BY KEITH WILLIAMS 

The body, of. l•ary -Daniels was taken from the church during services for her, Denise Voglund and Amy Wheelock. 

At first of funerals, the grieving share ' pain, memories, Dope 
By DAVID CAZARES ; •••I q. er students at Radcliff Middle — were an afterlife. pathy, of course, are inadequate," Craycroft 
Staff Writer J killed in the fiery crash, which occurred Craycroft also shared memories of the said. "But I .know I speak for the entire 

CJ . when a pickup truck traveling north in the three girls. community when I say we're sorry with you 
southbound lanes of Interstate 71 slammed Family members of Denise Voglund told and we grieve with you and we pray with 
into a bus owned by the First Assembly of. him that she was a thoughtful child, always you — and that we love you." 

P God church in Radcliff. No one was at Rad- thanking her parents and grandparents." He asked for prayers for all those who 
cliff Middle School yesterday. It and seven He said Amy Wheelock, who was "sincere have been affected by the crash, "especially 
others in northern .Hardin County were and reverent," is now with her grandmoth- the children who are in the hospital." 
closed yesterday and today so that teachers er, who died two months ago. The service ended as "Amazing Grace". 
and students could attend funerals. And Mary Daniels often stopped by the was played softly by a piano-and-flute duet. 

Inside St. Christopher, the white and rose church to pray on her way to school, he A procession of hearses and mourners made 
caskets of Denise, Mary and Amy were be- said. "Mary believed with all her heart that its way to nearby North Hardin Memorial 
low the altar, surrounded by flowers. Fam- God would be her refuge in life and in Gardens for the burials. 
ilies had placed more flowers on each cas- death." Services were also held 
ket, along with a picture of their loved one. Among the mourners were relatives, yesterday for 

After hymns and scripture readings, Cray- friends and classmates of the three girls, four of the other victims — Julie Ann Ear-
croft told mourners that the souls of the including several survivors of the crash. But nest, 12; Joshua Conyers, 14; Tina Michelle 
three girls were "in the hands of God and others were there also, including soldiers Mustain, 14; and Chad Whit., 14. 
they're at peace." from nearby Fort Knox. Radcliff officials planned the service to 

Craycroft said that just as Christ had wept People connected with the tragedy say it help residents of the community of about 
"bitter tears" at the death of his friend has touched everyone in the community. 20,000 come to terms with the tragedy. The 
Lazarus, "We are here this morning to Many were at the service yesterday just to stadium seats about 2,400 people, but more 

grade. share our pain and our grief." He said the show they care. - .,y bleachers and chairs were set up to in-
Twenty-seven people — including 13 oth- families can take comfort in the promise of. "My condolences and expressions of sym- crease its capacity to about 4,000. 
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John Obregon held his father, Juan, of Fort Knox, during the memorial service at the North Hardin County (High 

aSchool football stadium 'ast nd have been released from lfhe hospital. Other stories ght. John's brother and sand photos, Pages Ar6 and  Aand monica, r7.passengers on the bus 
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Kentucky State troopers and residents of Radcliff bowed their heads during a prayer by the Rev. W. Don Tennison of the First Assebmbly of God for the 27 people killed in the bus accident. 
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Attorneys file 62- lawsuits 
in fatal bus cr* ash 

By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor 

Attorneys swamped Carroll Cir-
cuit Court with paperwork yester-
day as 62 lawsuits were filed in con-
nection with a May 14 accident that 
claimed the lives of 27 people and in-
jured 40 more when a church bus 
and a pickup truck collided head-on 
on Interstate 71 near Carrollton. 

According to Yolanda Toole, a 
staff member with the Carroll Cir-
cuit Clerk'-s office, attorneys 
representing 62 of the 67 victims in" 
the accident were waiting at the 
Carroll County Courthouse when 
that office opened yesterday mor-
ning and stayed until 2 p.m. EDT to 
finish filing the suits. 

A total of 60 of the 62 suits were 
filed by the Radcliff law firm of 
Skeeters and Bennett, 550 W. Lincoln 

Trail Blvd., while two others were 
filed'by attorney James W. Cham-
bers of 99M E_ Shelbyville Road, 
Louisville. 
Many of the 62 suits, of which 22 

represent the estates of teenagers or 
adults who died in the crash and 40 
represent people who were injured 
in the wreck, list the same four 
defendants. 
Named as defendants in the suits 

are: 
.-Larry Wayne Mahoney, the 34-

year-old Owen County man who was 
allegedly driving the 1987 Toyota 
.pickup truck that crashed head-on 
into the church bus; 
.-Joann Osborne, the Carroll 

County woman who owns and 
operates Tubby's Tavern,. located on 
Ky. 227 near Carrollton;- where 
Mahoney -allegedly drank beer on 
the evening prior to the crash; 

r Tubby's Taverri; and 
.- FYazelle G. Eberhardt, Akron, 

`•Ohio, the man who was driving a 
1977 Cadillac that was also involved' 
in the crash. 
The 62 suits filed Wednesday 

brings the total number of suits filed 
in connection with the crash to 65. 
Three other suits, also representing 
three girls who died in the crash, 
_were filed in Carroll Circuit Court 
Monday. ' 
"That's the most (lawsuits) we've 

ever had filed in a day," said Toole. 
"In fact, 15 in a month would be a 
good month." 
The suits charge Osborn and/or 

operators at Tubby's Tavern with 
negligence in that they allegedly ser-
ved Mahoney alcoholic beverages 
although he was `actually or ap-
-parently under the influence of 
alcoholic beverages" and that they 

"knew or. should have known that 
there was a reasonable likelihood 
that upon leaving Tubby's Tavern 
that Larry W. Mahoney would 
operate a motor vehicle." 

The suits also charge Eberhardt' 
with negligence.in that he allegedly. 
"caused tortious injury by his act of 
negligent, driving in the Ccom-. 
monwealth of Kentucky" through 
"negligence, gross negligence and 
wanton conduct." 

The suits go on to add that 
"Mahoney and Eberhardt did drive 
and. operate their respective 
vehicles; a 1987 Toyota pick-up truck 
and a 1977 Cadillac automobile;'in a 
negligent, . grossly' negligent and 
wanton manner causing their 
vehicles to. collide with a bus owned' 
by Radcliff first Assembly of God 
Church of Radcliff." 

Mahoney, who was injured in the 
clash and taken to Humana 
Hospital-University of Louisville, 
has been charged with driving under 
the influence of alcohol and 27 counts 
of murder in connection with the 
crash. Tests .conducted at the 
hospital after the crash indicated 
that his blood alcohol level was .24 
percent — almost 21h the level con-
sidered legally intoxicated in Ken-
tucky. 
. Mahoney allegedly drove his 
pickup truck into- the bus head-on 
while traveling the wrong way on In-
terstate 71 south of Carrollton. 
Some witnesses claim that 

Eberhardt's vehicle was traveling 
south in the southbound lane of the 
Interstate when it -, collided with 
Mahoney's truck traveling north in 
the southbound lane. The Akron 
man's car was then knocked across 

the median and ended up traveling. 
north in the northbound lane. 
According .to Kentucky State_ 

Police Trooper Jim Mudd, public in- 
formation officer for the' LaGrange. 
Post No. •5, .Eberhardt was not. 
charged or cited in connection with. 
the crash. 

The suits, which represent only 
one side of a case'. seek com= 
pensatory and punitive damages 
and a trial by jury. 

Since the suits were filed yester-
day, they will get in just under a July 
15 change in state law that relieves 
bar owners of some liability related-
to the.sale of alcoholic beverages to 
customers who later are involved in 
drunk driving related accidents. 
The law was changed by the 1988 

Kentucky General • Assembly and the. 
changes go into effect today. 



ABC 1;2,1191W9 

w•. 

I 

I 

I 
i 

By Kentncly MARK s CAMPBELL L j til 
New Editor  

After 17 days ,of testimony and 
six days of jury selections, attor-
neys in the murder and drunken 
driving UW of Larry Wayne 
Mahoney expect to send that case 
to the jury as early as this after-
noon. 

"I think that's it," said Assistant 
Attorney General Paul Richwalsky, 
speaking to reporters after _ calling 
his third and presumably final 
rebuttal witness in the case. 

Defense attorney Jack , Hil-
debrand said he was prepared to 
call one or two rebuttal witness 
before closing the defense's case 
today. Carroll Circuit Judge Char-
les F. -Satterwhite would then in-

'ky t the jury on the 82-count in- -
dictmeni and the defense and 
prosecution would be allowed to 
make their closing arguments. 
Mahoney, 36, of Wortluville in 

Owen County, is charged with 27 
counts of murder, 12 counts of first-' 
degree assault, 42 counts of first-
degree wanton endangerment and 
one count of driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol 

If convicted on the murder char-
ges, he faces up to life in prison on 
each of the 27 counts stemming 
from a May 14, 1988, bus crash on 
Interstate-71 south - of Carrollton 
that killed 24 children and three 
adults. from a Radcliff, Ky.. church 
yo uthgroup. 
Riclsky called three rebuttal 

.. v 

witnesses yesterday to respond to 
questions raised during testimony 
for the defense last week. One of 
the witnesses was a Worthville man 
the defendant claims to have given 
him a large 'glsete of vodka as well 
as two mixed drinks on the night of 
the. tragedy and the-other two wit-
nesses were related to bus safety. 
,In rebuttal testimony yesterday, 

the man defense attorneys claim 
gave Mahoney large amounts of. 
vodka before another friend of the 
defendant returned Mahoney's 
pickup truck[ keys and allowed him 
.to drive off into the night took the 
stand and told- the jury a different 
account Of his alleged role in the 
tragedy. 

Jteily Osborne," Worthville, told 

the jury he had given Mahoney one 
mixed drink of vodka and Sprite in 
a small coffee cup after the defen-
dani had asked for a beer and ac-
cepted the mixed drink instead 

Osborne said he was drinking a 
beer and mowing his lawn when 
Mahoney arrived at the home of 
Jay Gibson, a neighbor of Osborne 
irr. the- Eagle Creek Campground 
near Worthville. He said he left his 
work to go see Gibson. 

He asked if I had any beer," 
said -Osborne of Mahoney while 
noting that day was the first and 
only time he could ever remember 
meeting Mahoney. 
'Osborne said he told Mahoney 

and several other men that he was 
out of beer but that*he had a "piece 

of a bottle of vodka." 
According to Osborne. Mahoney 

told him he would like some of the 
vodka and Osborne said he went 
into Gibson's home to get a cup to 
mix the drink. - 

`There's the cup I mixed Mr. 
Mahoney a drink in that night," 
said Osborne, holding up a small, 
while plastic coffee cup- "I mixed 
him one drink." 

Osborne said he divided about 
one-quarter of an inch of alcohol 
with Mahoney - that remained in a 
half-gallon bottle of Glenmore 
brand vodka. 

`He just picked it up and drank it 

See: TRIAL 
Back Page, Column 3 

• ,•Trice, ; 
Continued froip Page 1 , 
s*ght.down," Osborne said of the 
defendant. "He kind of choked and 
coughed a . couple of. times. I 
thou w" ...because w .aiecause_ he drank it 
too quick." 
Osbome - said . since Mahoney 

seemed choked, he gave the defen-
dant. some. Sprik -without -alcohol 
after that.. Osbor•e -said Mahoney 
started toward his piekup.truck and 
he heard him say,, `.'Whoever's got 
my: keys, ' I wants them cause - 'm 
going home.",' . 

William*. Summers, lead . Founsel 
for,,Mationey, 4cross-examined. Os-
borne at length.. Witnesses who tes-
tified earlier had'said Osborne gave 
Mahoney a -plastic glass of straight -
vodka as well as one-to-two mixed 
drinks.of vodka and Pepsi. _ 

E 

During cross-examination, -Os-
bome said he' liad failed to remem-
ber the vodka- and the plastic cup 
when . originally. interviewed by 
state police and defense - -inves 
tieators.- He: said defense-. -inves-
tigator, Jim Daughtery (Mahoney's 
brother-in-law), had asked .. him in 
June 1988 as well as later- inter-
views if he'had any beer when .he, 
was. with Mahoney on the night of 
the crash and he told him he didn't. 

Osborne. said . he: later -realized 
they must have meant the vodka -in 
the coffee cdjol id he then retrieved 
the'eup from .the,-back end of his 
pickup wck at t'hat time because I 

;. figursd -theyd ,be interviewing -me' 
- again 'arid. I:, decided -to keep, the 

•Iythink Jim-Daugherty ought to 
be • commended for the memory 
course he has- corne*up with," said 
defense, attorney Jack Hildebrand. 
"Less'than;four weeks after the ac-
cident, Miv POsborne couldn't 
remember anybody , drinking there. 

f Then the word,t'glass .'- triggered-this 
wfiol¢ schdrne' .of events '-that . he - 

t_ remembered;",,,`, ' 
'Summ*:'.. who claims O'sborne 

has,'a in'; the influence 
charge` pending,, in 'Owen' County, 
Asked..Osborne7if he had notiin fact 
given - Mahoney ;, several°:drinks of 

= vodka including two. tumblers of 
half >iodka ,'.aiid ;half Pepsi -as.other 
witnesses tiadteStifiedti . • ..., 

a`No'sir," h̀e, said. "If God be my, 
judge; no sir. y[,• 

Riohwalsky. told - reporters; later 
that•• Osltome?sj'i testimony -- should 
end - speculation .that . Mahoney ,I.id 
not, know what he' was'drinking at 
Gibsbn's home on the night of the 
accident. He•,said yesterday's.tes= 
simony. , should . also dispell, the 
defehse's.contention that Mahoney 
may have ;been . "involunt̀arily in-
toxicateil" rather than voluntarily 
intoxicated": 

Underrthe.legal statutes of ,wan-
ion,' murder i'•which Mahone-m, s 
chargM, ,person has to have acted 
with'. wanton' disregard for, human 
life- and. voluntary intoxication is 
one. ,of 'the, provisions under -that• 
guideline. • . 

.1wotherf testimony yesterday; the 
prosecution called .two. expert wit-
nesses in statistical analysis • and 
chemical, engineering - to, address' 
bus safety issues raised dunng last 
week's defense,testimony. 

;.William °Boehley, 'director. of the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
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Adminstration's National Center 
for Statistics and Analysis, testified 
that since 1975 — two years prior 
to when the bus involved in the 
Carrollton crash was manufactured 

only two fire-related traffic 
fatalities have been recorded in-
volyingg school buses. 

Boehley said based on statistical 
information compiled on traffic 
fatalities, school buses are four 
times, safer than automobiles. 

-In -addition to -the Carrollton 
crash, fire was ,involved in a school 
bus accident that claimed, nine lives 
in Essex, Mont., .in 1984 but the 
casualties in that crash were caused 
by the severity of the crash impact, 
said Boehley. 

Boehley was asked during cross-
examination to read a 35-page 
report by the National Transporta-
tion • Safety Board on a 'fiery 
February 1972 school bus- crash- in 
Reston,, Va., sand - .give his cori-
clusions, ~ 

Boehley said although , the ,Vir-
ginia crash • involved a fire 'caused 
when a • fuel tank was ripped away 
from the bus on impact, much like. 
the Carrollton crash, his center 
would-not have kept statistics on it 
because there were no casualties. 
..Summers also - questioned 
Boehley why there had been a sixe. 
month delay ,in :.the enactment of 
stricter safety regulations based on 
studies conducted on the , V•'rg' ' 
crash and why his agency di 'd not 
more closely pursue manufacturer's 
recalls on' leaf spring assemblies 
and fuel tanks. 
• The former Meade County 

school bus involved.in the First As-
sembly of God'chtuch youth group 
trip in the Carrollton tragedy was 
manufactured only a.few days after 
stricter regulations on 'fuel tanks 
were,. implemented. and the':.#'ront . 
right leaf..sphn.g on-the RadcIiffbus' 
punctured the fuel tank on. impact. 

In other rebuttal testimony, Dr. 
Hugh T. Spencer, a professor of 
chemical engineering from the 
University of Louisville, explained 
why. tiaces of 'cyanide gas . was 
found in only one and not all 27 of 
the victims who died in the crash. 

Spencer said cyanide gas will 
burn at temperatures in excess of 
.1,000. degrees Fahrenheit and that • 
estimates :on temperatures on the 
bus that night ..would range from 
2,500 degrees near the front of .the 
bus where NO from 'the gas tank 
burnedto 1,000 to. 1,200 degrees at 
'the rear emergency exit where most 
of .the 40 survivors escaped the 
burning bus. 
- He said earlier testimony that as 

little, as two breaths of the smoke 
on the bus would .produce lethal 
cyanide levels was rebutted by the 
fact that many people who had to 
have inhaled .much more than two 
breaths of the smoke-laden air,es-
caped the file. 

Hildebrand later told . reporters 
Spencer's testimony was confusing 
and probably. did not hurt the 
defense's case. 

Earlier .yesterday, -the defense 
was denied access to . com-
munications from Ford ;Motor 
Company pertaining to' the 
Prosecution's . case dealing with 
vehicle regulations, engineering' 
drawings . and specifications, 
memos* from Ford pertaining to 
product 'recalls, background , infor-
mation on a former Ford employee 
who testified for the defense and 
otlfer reports. 

Satterwhite .. reviewed the 
material before-agreeing -to seal it 
and have it. placed in case docu= 
ments for possible review at the 
appellate level.- 

In :other action yesterday, Sat-
terwhite .denied a defense motion 
for a. directed verdict to acquit 
Mahoney on all charges prior to the 
opening of rebuttal witnesses. 

In filing the motion, defense at-
torney -Russell Baldani said 
Mahoney was :'unaware of the risk 
he was creating" and wad "involun-
tarily • intoxicated , in . part" so the 
burden of proof for wanton murder 
by the .prosecution had not been 
met. 

r{ 
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witness reported 
on ,wrongside Plaup  

before fatal bus crash 
By JUDY BRYANT 
Staff Writer 

LA GRANGE, Ky. — A third witness 
who was traveling south. on Interstate 71 
near Carrollton the night of May 14 has 
told police he saw Larry Mahoney's pick-
up truck weaving and swerving on the 
wrong side of the divided highway just 
before the truck slammed into a church 
bus, killing 27 people. 
James A. Thom, 41, of St Charles, M. 

said he looked in his rear-view mirror 
after the truck passed him and saw the 
fiery explosion as the truck struck the 
bus. 
Thom's account — and that of a Patri-

ot, Ind., couple traveling north on I-71 
when the accident occurred — were re-
leased yesterday in a traffic-accident re-
port prepared by state police Trooper 
Sonny Cease, who Is investigating the 
case. 
But the report gives little new informa-

tion on what happened and offers no sce-
nario to • explain "why Mahoney was 
driving the wrong way. 
. State police Capt. Neal Brittain said 
those details will be explored in a supple-
mental accident report that won't be 
completed for at least two weeks. That 
report will contain an accident recon-
struction, indicating the paths of each of 
the vehicles from impact to final rest, 
Brittain said. 
"The investigation Is continuing, even 

_. - , ,:•,-•-. 
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about-55 •miles,per,.hour, and stayed 
_300-  feet . behind:. the truck to give 
Mahoney, room to crbss over-'into. 
the northbound lanes, the report 

nIstead,  the report says, the Arm-
strongs saw the truck hit the bus 
and saw the bus erupt in flames. 
Thom-told police he was traveling 

south on I-71 and noticed headlights 
coming toward him. Thom said. the 
pickup "appeared to he weaving and 
swerving in "the roadway," the re-
port says. Thom said he looked in 
his rear-view mirror and saw "a fi-
ery explosion" as the truck, which 
was about 400 yards behind Thom, 
struck the bus head-on. 

Their accounts appear to jibe with 
that of a fourth witness, Clint Brad' -
ley of Southgate, Ky. Bradley told -
investigators that he was on his way 
to Louisville on May 14 when he 
saw a southbound .Toyota pickup 
pull into the grass median on I-71, 

as we speak," he said yesterday. 
The Kentucky Post, quoting an un-

named source, reported yesterday that 
the reconstruction indicates. the bus driv-
er turned to the left to avoid the pickup, 
and the truck hit near the door of the 
bus. 
The paper reported that, because a 

left-hand curve was just ahead of the bus, 
the bus driver was probably not aware of 
the pickup until the vehicles were about 
350 feet apart Because each vehicle was 
traveling about 60 mph, the newspaper 
said, the drivers would have had about 
two seconds to react 
The source also said that the gasoline 

tank of the bus was ruptured by a piece 
of the bus's leaf-spring assembly, a shock 
absorber built of curved strips of metal. 

Cease has not been available for inter-
views since the accident, and Brittain, 
Cease's supervisor, said yesterday that 
the trooper will not meet with the media 
to discuss his report 
Thom could not be reached for com-

ment. 
Joan Armstrong, who 'with her hus-

band, Nelson, also witnessed the crash, 
did not want to talk about the incident 
The report says the Armstrongs were 

traveling north on I-71 and saw the dark-
colored pickup traveling north in the 
southbound lanes. Their car was going 

make a. U-tur[t an jhead north in 
the. southbounc dne ' 
Bradley sail. 'i add ' n- the 

same truck dtl r, earli- 
er just a fe*w, : ' north on I-71, 
and that he 9 ,,. 1A i of{-the inter-
state at Carrollton;; •;.part to get 
away from the-aru 
Occupants ̀ dfl••... • ird 'dehicle in-

volved in the' ockt `'ale Eber-
hardt and Johk [aidtJr. of Ak-
ron, Ohio, Wi Wx tRiVelilig south-
bound on I-71 tb'►t1re i lslde of the 
• school bus. FthW114 1 • : dt told 
police he felt ft ini dct'on the left 
side of their•Cadillfid`= 
He said he strugglid • to again con-

trol of "his V_ l'e'iand' `!'felt as if 
(his) vehicles went"WAid- ne across 
the median." The Cadillac came to 
rest in the northbound lanes, facing 
east, according to the report 
Mahoney's car and the bus came 

-to rest in the southbound lanes, the 
report says. 
The bus belonged to the First As-

sembly of God in Radcliff and was 
returning from a church-sponsored 
outing at Kings Island amusement 
park north of Cincinnati. 

i 

Mahoney's attorney, William Sum-
mers, also is attempting to recon-
struct the events of the accident. 
But, Summers said yesterday, his 
experts were told Thursday by state 
police to leave the accident scene 
on I-71 as they were attempting to 
videotape the area. 

Lt. J. R. Hill, assistant commander 
of the La Grange post, said state po-
lice advised them that it is against 
state law to park a vehicle or to 
stand on. the interstate. 
Summers, a Cleveland attorney 

who took over Mahoney's defense 
when Mahoney was arraigned on 
May 20, has complained that his in-
vestigation is, being hampered be-
cause he has been unable to exam-
ine the bus, Mahoney's car and oth-
er evidence. 
Later yesterday in Lexington dur-

ing taping of WLEX-TV's "Your 
Government" program, which will 
air Sunday, Summers said, "We are 
totally shut out from any of the evi-
dence that the commonwealth has." 
Summers acknowledged that the 

law does not allow for the sharing of 
such evidence until an" indictment 
has been. handed up and a plea or 
response to that indictment is en-
tered in court records. (The Carroll 

County grand jury is- scheduled to 
meet June 6.) 

"I felt -in this tinstance -- since 
Ford Motor Co. and all' their "insur-
ance carriers and the people. that 
built the seats" and everything and 
the chassis were able to go look at it 
— certainly a man that they want to 
put in the "electric chair for this 
ought to have an opportunity to take 
a look at. the evidence too," he said. 
Asked if he thought his investiga-

lion 1 was being "thwarted,- till`, 
mers replied: - 

`•It's not. being thwarted;;;.but •. 
wouldn't accuse- it of being; helped: 
But it's not their job to help me. I'm. 
not very happy about doors MU, 
closed, but. I'll 'get them= open..46. 
way or another within the .law.-

Information for this story. W88 also 
gathered by staff writer John 
Voskuhl. 



anoney wofild v6 finything 
if bus-'crash hadn'.t happened 
Assoclated• Press 

Larry W. Mahoney, the driver of. 
the pickup involved • in the collision 
that killed'27 people near Carrollton 
on' May 14 f: says he "would Just give 
anything if it hadn't" happened;,ac-
cording.-to People magazine'. 

"I hate it, I really hate it,"People' 
quoted him as saying. "I think-about 
the accident and I Just don't-know 
how to say it: I would. never. have 
meant for ,it to' happen. 
"And it's; sure that I'm going. to 

ite 

have to live with it the rest of my 
life. ' 
Mahoney's comments,'belleved to 

be his first concerning the* crash ' 
since it happened, are in the maga-
zine's .June 13 issue., 
Mahoney was asked what he 

would say were he to meet the lam-
ilies of the victims. After a pause, 
he replied: "It would be hard forme .• 
to face them. Maybe in time." 
Mahoney, 34, has pleaded : not, 

guilty to ' 27 counts of capital . mur- , 
der. Prosecutors have. said they will. 
seek the death penalty. - 

"I've never had a problem. with 
anybody," Mahoney .told the maga-
zine. "And f never had-any problem.-.' 
with drinking. I-was not an alcoholic. 
or nothing like that." 
Mahoney is undergoing psychiat-

ric counseling at the Kentucky Cor-
rectional. Psychiatric Center In La 
Grange. He was denied bond. . 
He said incarceration "bothers" 

him. "I've always. been an outside 
person..But I kind of more or less 
stay in my room now." 
He talked, too, about life before 

the accident and about his coon 
hounds. 

"I don't know how to. explain It. 
But I have a love for those dogs;" he 
said. "l like to just sit back there 
and pet on 'em. Just sit with 'em 
and talk to 'em. I love being'around 
'em." 

M,aboneys , 
appeal.. is 
not granted 
Larry Wayne Mahoney will have 

to take his case through the 
traditional court system in the 
appeals process. 
Last Thursday the. Kentucky 

Supreme - Court ruled that 
Mahoney's case must start at the 
state Court of Appeals rather than 
immediately hearing an appeal in 
the case stemming from the May 
14, 1988 bus crash on Interstate 71. 
Mahoney, now housed at the 

Eastern Kentucky Correctional 
Complex in Morgan County; was 
convicted of 27 counts of second-
degree manslaughter,-27 counts of 
first-degree wanton endangerment, 
12 counts of first-degree assault, 14 
counts of second-degree wanton 
endangerment and ' one count .of 
drunken driving. - -
Twenty-seven people, mostly 

children, died in the crash involving 
a. church bus from Radcliff. 
Mahoney's attorneys cited several 
discrepancies in the verdict which 
came after -a seven-week trial in 
Carroll County. 
Mahoney received a sentence of 

16 years in prison. 



,By;MA9K CAMPBELL 
KiA6k fVX,&v's Editor  

A,--J '  eefi' '•witness testified 
yesteiaiY'Larry Mahoney -may 
have,.conSumed as many as two 
.glasses`of Diet Pepsi mixed..with 
vodka on,tfi•,;hight, he.crashed'his 
pickup.trirck;head-on into a church 
bus•'killing',27 in the fiery after-
mal. ', , 

Mahoney. ̀  36 of `rural Owen =-
,County, is charged with 27 counts 
of murder; 12-counts of assault, 42, 
counts of .wanton endangerment " 
and driving under the influence in 
the crash. 

Witnesses have testified he was 
drunk and driving the wrong way 
on Interstate-71 near 'Carrollton 
when his truck collided with the 
bus owned by the Radcliff First As-
sembly of God church. The impact 
ruptured the bus fuel tank and 24 
children and three adults died and a 
dozen other pia-wpgers were 
seriously iniured . as firg swept 
through the vehicle. 
As the defense began its case 

yesterday, the -_15-member jury 

, 'I. 
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heard testimony from six witnesses' 
-including two of Mahoney's -
friends, his son and mother, and the-
Kentucky State Fire Marshal. 

In . testimony yesterday, Phil 
-Downey,. Worthvi Ile, told 'the jury 
he .had seen Mahoney at the home. 
of-Jay Gibson, also of Worthville, 
earlier in the evening of the May 
14, 198H, accident. 
Dowtiey; • i•said he has been a' 

friend of Mahoney for 10-15 years, 
said^.he could tell Mahoney had 
been drinking, but the defendant 
was not drunk when he arrived at 
Gibson's home early that evening. 

According to Downey, Mahoney 
was drinking a beer when he ar-
rived at Gibson's. Downey said 
Gibson, Taylor Fox, also of 
Worthville, and some other friends 
were working on Gibson's bus and, 
the men talked and drank for some 
time that evening. 

According to Downey, Mahoney, 
wasn't drunk when he arrived at .. 
Gibson's. 

"Well, I've seen him pretty well 
on his way and I've seen him sober, 

but as far as }ieai drunk, I ddn't 
know what you•call drunk," said 
Downey later ekplairung "to me if•`. 
they're drunk, they're,staggering'or 
falling around." _ 

However, •Downey. ;said :. 
Mahoney • was: int6xicated by the•» 
time he left shortly. after,l0,p.m. - .. 
so intoxicated that Fox 4f nne pnint 
told Mahoney4'be . d,drive4or.. 
him. 
"He was% worse than. when he 

came there," said Downey, who - 
said in ;:addition to the-'beer he 
thought Mahoney had drunk as 
many as two glasses of Diet Pepsi 
and.vodka during the course of the 
evening. 

According td Downey, another 
acquaintance of Mahoney, Kelly 
Osborne, gave Mahoney two, large 
glasses of what he, Downey, 
thought was Diet Pepsi mixed'with 
vodka. 
Downey said he wasn't sure if 

hnth glagw.- rnntained vMlro " i'he 
only thing I heard was Kelly said, 
"This is better for you than any old 
beer you've ever drank."' ' 

According to Downey, vodka is 
difficult to taste when mixed 5U/50 
with Pepsi. Mahoney first drank 
one • plastic tumbler -of what 
Downey believed was vodka and 
.Pepsi and then downed a refill — 
both given to the defendant by Os-
borne, said the witness. 
"He drank that what was in it 

and he set the glass back up on the 
hood or fender of the bus," said 
Downey on the initial glass Os-' 
borne allegedly gave the defendant. 
- "Kelly got it and went back to'his 
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Phil Downey, Worthville, held his hands apart to indicate the size 
glass of Diet Pepsi and vodka Larry Mahoney allegedly drank in 
1988 on the right his pickup truck crashed into a church bus kill-
ing 27. Downey, a friend of the defendant, testified yesterday in 
Carrollton. (Pool photo by Todd Buchanan.) 
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According.,'io :Richwalsky, three 

.told , ' beers "were. found in 
-Mahoney's - pickbp',truck .following 
..the collision and the exact nature of 
^'what Mahoney.;drank to become in-

. t toxidatcd is-irrelevant in 'the case, , 044-p truck ... and mixed, I. guess, 
:. ano'ther drink. I saw hiiti :pouring He.added Downey testi f ed under 

oath befoic a Gaiioll:County-grand Pepsiiin the glass and he brought it ,, 

1 •ury•laSLjyeai'sdying 1he36nly{thing;. 
back.over.and set it on the bus. Nlahoney; had; to'dririk: wa-,t6iiburi. 
Answering questions from Wit- noted even , Downe said he . 

Iiam•,Summers,.'ead counsel for the Y. 
defense, .- Downey said Mahoneys 
state ,of intoxication :became worse 
,,,after-W6 drank; the glasses given to 
him by Osborne. `.`I guess that's 
,what did it?" he added. 

In cross=examination by Assis-
tant Attorney General Paul Rich-
walsky Jr., special Prosecutor. in the 

.;case,: Downey. said -nobody forced; 
dared or bet Mahoney into drinking 
the vodka, but that by the time- the 
.defendant left Gibson's house that 
night many of. his friends were .con-
cerned that tie might be intoxicated . 
,enough,  to be, arrested if he. was 
s'topped by police.' 

In_ fact,. Downey said: Fox told 
Mahoney - at ' one point during .the 
evening-, that he, would drive him, 
but later allowed the defendant to 
,drive himself. 

."I .think-I heard (Mahoney) say-
something' to Taylor- about going 
somewhere or something.," said 
Downey. "Taylor said, `If .you wait 
around a little while I'll take you. If 
.you wait aroand'a little while_ I'll 
drive:you. 

However, ..Fox never drove 
Mahoney.— a situation defense at-
torneys claim was a factor ' in the 
-crash; .Summers•tias said Mahoney 
would not; have..continued.to drink. 
if he'h4d not:tfiougtit-someone else: 
would drive for',him. He also 'said) 
Mahoney .was unaware that the: 
drinks Osborne gave him contained 
vodka. - 

According-to W*'-imers, the-ques-
tion of .Mahoney.'s drinking centers 
on whether he 'voluntarily drank the 
vodka. The wanton: murder charges 
Mahoney faces ;are based on the 
defendant voluntarily becoming in-
toxicated and'thcn.acting with ek-
creme• in io .the-value of 
human' life by'dtiving •while drunk: 

"I've never. had -a glass of• -half 
vodka. and half ' Dict • Pepsi;" saic 
Summers: while •talking wA h tepor-
tors following' Jesterday's recess 
and •siatirig his•claiin:that Mahohey 
,may *have not rccognikd ihat the 
drink. contained. "alcohol.:• "Maybe 
.you have. 'Carl you tell' me if •yoa 
can readily tell,thc taste.. I, don't 
know honestly." 

Continued from-Page 1 

who was born with an open.spme. 
Mefford said' Mahoney always 

paid, his• debts, but the medi-
cal costs were just too high to pay 
off. 

According to Mefford, he saw 
Mahoney when the defendant stop- . 
ped by his.home near Worthville on 
the day of the crash. He said 
Mahoney had beer with him and he 
could tell he had been drinking be-
cause he was "a little more talka-"doesn't 'have 'a real good --- tive." 

memory.: z, : .,1 could tell ' he had - been drink-
It-doesn l"matter to us whether ing for awhile but I didn't know 

:,he had- two bcdrs'or.whether•he.had ' 
22 . beers; the" -Orosecutor said. his friend how-'much," 

'sober Modgh-to ?"We've. just tried from day 'one to . 
find out how many he had we - y 
had - ever, been told under oath was 
all that he', drank 'wa's beer. Now we 
come up. .with.wodka,- which to me 
*.doesn't. scdm:•.to ,make any differ-
ence. I: respectfully. disagree with 
Bill (Summers)' about the voluntary 
°intoxication issue? It's a question of 
fact to argue €for the jury' as far as 
w '_hat'•iiou do with it:" 
Richwalsky also noted a blood 

toxicology expert testified. for the 
prosecution .last week and said 
Mahoney's 0:21 percent - blood-al-
-cohol concentration was tested 
reliably but suspect based on the. 
number of beers state police 'were 
able to establish that Mahoney had 
consumed on the day of the crash. 
`7-he detectives from- the Ken-

tucky State Police, 1. can assure 
you, have gone to every liquor 
store in every contiguous- county... 
and would you be surprised to learn-
'that they've not found who sold it 
to him?" said Richwalsky on-inves 
tigtors' efforts to piece together an 
accurate drinking history on 
Mahoney on the day of the.tragedy. 
"So you take thatand apply. it to the 
roof thr. testimony and that gives 
you the answer. And .1 don't think it 
matters. It's irrevelent-" 

In earlier testimony .yesterday, 
Dennis Mefford; a long-time friend 
of Mahoney and fellow worker* at 
M&T Chemical in Carrollton, told 
the jury Mahoney had been concer-
ned with financial problems in the 
weeks leading up to the accident-

Mefford, who described .the 
defendant as; his "best friend," said 
Mahoney was .trying to get his 
family back together and; was con-
cerned that. he could not get a loan 
to buy the family abetter home. 

According to Mefford, Mahoney 
was having trouble. getting. bank j 
financing for a home because .he 
had declared 'bankruptcy at one 
point when he. was unable to pay 
several hundred thousand dollars in 
medical bills . related . to medical . 
care for his 7-yeaazr-0ld daughter 

drive -when he arrived and after 
eating some pizza, drinking a beer 
and making plans to go hunting the 
following Sunday, was still sober 
enough to dii.ve when he left. 
"Do you think problems are an 

excuse -for going out and getting 
drunk?" Richwalsky asked Mefford 
during his. cross-examination. 
The question drew an objection 

from the defense and was never 
answered, 

In other action yesterday, 
Mahoney's son, Anthony, 17, and 
mother, Mary, testified that they 
saw the defendant on the day of the 
crash and he did not appear to be 
drinking or seem intoxicated. 

Mahoney's son told the jury he 
woke his' dad at 11:30 a.m. on the 
day of the accident and that 
Mahoney had received about four 
hours sleep after getting, off work 
from.his swing shift at M&T. 

Mahoney's mother told the jury - 
she saw her son between 4-5 .p.m. . 
when he came to pick up -- his mail 
and check on his hunting dogs. She 
said he didttl have any beer and 
did not appear` to be drinking. 

"No,. I never saw him. take a 
drink ever," said • Mrs. Mahoney. 
"He never brought it into my house 
because. he knew • I didn't drink ... 
He wasn't drunk. No sir." 

In other testimony yesterday, an 
Erlanger, Ky., man testified that tes-
timony presented by a South Gate, 
Ky., man earlier in. the trial con-
flicted with what he saw on the 
night of the wreck. 

Earlier in the trial, Clint Bradley, 
one of the people involved in the 
wanton endangerment charges 
against Mahoney, testified he had 
seen a pickup'truck like Mahoney's 
flip-flopping on the-Interstate north 
of Carrollton. He said he became so 
shaken by the incident that he left 
-the interstate at Carrollton to buy 
soda and cigarettes. 

However; Charles Arnold, Erlan-
ger, testified yesterday that he was 
at Ski' Slope Liquors when Bradley 
stopped at the store at. about 10:30 
p.m. on May 14, 1988, 'but ' that 
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Bradlgy bought beer when he stop-
ped. • . . 

"•I was standing. ac the counter 
ready to leave and Mr. Bradley 
.came .in'the door and said, 'I need a 
drink real bad' and -ran over to ,the 
beer'"cas.e and got out a six-pack or 
12-pack of beer, 1 don't know 
which it was, and set it down,orf the, 
counter,. said Arnold; who told the' 
jury he was talking to the store's 
clerk and drinking a beer when 
Bradley arrived. 
Amold said Bradley ̀ told them, 

"Man, 'you. ain't going. to believe 
what' just happened to me. I just, 
met' a car up on the Pxpressway, 
about 10'rniles':tip'ttie expressway; 
on the wrong side of the•road." 

According to Summers, .since 
Bradley denied. specifically. he had 
purchased beer when he stopped in 
Carrollton, his testimony. should be 
questioned in general. Summers 
noted he asked Bradley specifically 
if he had been drinking or bought 
beer at the stop and the witness had 
denied each question under oath. 

According to Richwal'sky, Ar-
nold's testimony should'not impune 
'Bradley's testimony because 
whether or not he bought beer has 
nothing to do with whether he was 
surpri$ed ' and shocked to see the 
vehicle flip-flopping at the inter-

state median north of Carrollton. 
.. Richwalsky said the possibility 
that Bradley may have been drink-
ing "was a separate issue" of what 
he had to say and what he had seen 
earlier on the interstate. 

According to Summers, the { 
defense was to calla mechanical t' 
expert this morning.and a fire ex-

-moo  
pert this aftn. He said a clini-
cal pharmacologist is scheduled to 
testify Wednesday afternoon. , i 
The , decision on whether 

Mahoney will. testify has still not 
been made; howeveri•Summers said 
if he had to rest his case yesterday, 
he would-ask the defendant to take 
the.stand. 

"The final decision will be made 
at the conclusion of all *our other, 
evidenee," he sai(F ' T-Would say 
there's a (chance) but that could 
change.... Usually, you make. (that 
decision) firmly and finally at the 
end." 

According to- Summers, the. end 
of the prosecution's case and .the 
beginning of the defertse testimony 
has brought little `change to his 
client. - : 

`.`I spent a 'lot of time with him 
this weekend and I.can't say that he 
is relieved or enlightened or excited 
that - his defense is starting of 
relieved that the. states presentation 
in cheif is over," said Summers. 
"This is a period of the unknown, 
It's a period of the unknown for the 
families from Radcliff, it's a period 
of unknown for the Mahoney 
family and this is a. period of the 
unknown for the people inCar-
rollton ... by the end of the verdict 
— regardless of the verdict — the 
period of unknown will be over for 
an awful lot of very fine people." 

At the conclusion of the 
prosecution's case, the defense re-
quested a directed verdict for ac-
quittal on each of the 27 counts of 
murder and six of the ' 12 assault 
charges. The motion was denied by 
Carroll Circuit Judge Charles F. 
Satterwhite. 



By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor  

With the case •of -both the 
prosecution and defense completed 
in chief, the murder and 'drunken 
driving - trial of - Larry''- Wayne 
Mahoney continued this morning in 
Carroll Circuit Court in Carrollton 
with the• prosecution expected to 
call on rebuttal witnesses. 
The witnesses, 'which :.will,.be 

used to challenge 'testimony, by 
defense witnesses .last, week,..had 
not been identified-by-•s•:t at-
torney genial Paul Richwalsky Jr , 
special prosecutor in the. case,, but 
at least three rebuttal witnesses are 
expected to take the stands" , 

Mahoney, 36, a factory worker 
from rural Owen County; •is.:char- 
ged with .27 counts of murder -and 
drunken driving in connection with 
the May -14, 1988, bus. crash. tliat 
killed 24' children and ' three: adults 
on Interstate 71 south of Carrollton. 

The victims, all members,. or 
guests of a youth group outing from. 
the First Assembly of God Church 
in Radcliff, Ky., died. when 
Mahoney's truck hit their bus head 
on and the' .. bus gas tank': ruptured 
sending fire" sweeping-through the' 
vehicle... 
However, testimony by rebuttal 

witnesses was delayed this-morning 
when attorneys for • Mahoney::•re- 
quested an evidentiary, hearing con-
ceming information provided to.the 
prosecution ' by the 'Ford Motor 
Company. 
The defense subpoenaed: the ,in, 

formation Thursday an 
Carroll Circuit Judge es• a•' 
terwhite to review that information . 
today to see if it should be made 
available, to' the .-defegse';and a1- 
lowed as admissable for , bvidence 
in court. 

Satterwhite went into xli"rs: 
at about 9:30 this morning fbeh 30-
minute recess to consider {tlie= 
defetlse •epesL ``"`_ 

Prior to any discussion concern- ' 
ing the evidence, the 15-meinbert' 
jury that is hearing the .case was 

,n,& rit into chambers. 
Attorneys . for the Ford Motor 

Company said they no longer had 
in their possession copies of the in-, 
formation the defense sought but 
that the prosecution had the 
original copies of this 'information 

in its possession. ' The information, which includes 

four spiral binders; was-tamed over 
to the judge prior to this morning's 
recess. 

Richwalsky said the defense's ef-
forts to gain . that information 
amounted to nothing more than an 
eleventh=hour "fishing , expedi-
tion." 

According to defense attorney 
Jack Hildebrand: "The defense did 
..not realize the important-part Ford 
was playing .in the prosecution of 
the case." He cited that as the main 
reason the defense requested the in-
formation. 

William Summers, lead counsel 
for: Mahoney, said last week the 
defense . will also call rebuttal wit-
neses. One witness he plans to call. 
is Kentucky State. Police Trooper 
Henry ".Sonny" Cease, the accident 
reconstructionist . who investigated 
the crash. 
S umm_ ers - said he would recall 

Cease after testimony by the 
defense accident reconstruction ist 
Wilbur R. Meredith III contained 
several inconsistencies. compared 
with the prosecution's account of 
how the accident unfolded. 

The defense witness testified that 
Mahoney's 1987 Toyota pickup 
truck careened into .the, bus after 
sideswiping a car.driven by an Ak-
ron, Ohio, man, while the prosecu-
tion said Mahoney's truck hit the 
'us, then-spun around and collided 
with the car.' 

Richwalsky cross-examined 
Meredith last week, but later said 
the order in which t}ie -defendant's 

::,truck' hit the bus was irrelevant be-
use ,. Mahoney , was;,_ Ann --.and 

driving tdie-wrong way on the inter- 
state when the crash occurred. 
'.— I don't think it makes any.dif-

ference at all, but what we're trying 
to' do is probe the believablity of 
this particular witness' explanation 
of the accident," Richwalsky told 
reporters Thursday. "And I think if 
you follow it to the end result, a 
person could.say that an attempt is 
being made to minimize the defen-
dant's responsibility — that one 
could say as a result of that, he 
didn't really strike the bus directly 
head-on. It's an attempt, I think, to 
make - (Mahoney) one step 
removed, that he did not hit the bus 
head-'oh but was deflected- into the 
Cadillac ... we question his version." 

At that time, Richwalsky said he 
was not sure if he would recall 
Cease. However, Summers said,-
"If they don't; we will." 
"You have heard it day in and 

day out," Summers said. "There is 
multiple responsibility for the-
deaths. Paul's-version is very. nar 
row — it's only Larry. My version, 
it's Larry ,and others — those of 
you who have. been here since the 
very beginning, march your own 
conscience." 

Later-in his.te'stimony, Meredith 
told the jury that bus driver John 
Pearmati . who died in the crash, 
could have also been partially 
responsible for the crash. 

Meredith said, based on his in-
vestigation, Pearman could - have 
lessened the. severity- of the crash 
by braking sooner and swerving the 
bus out of the path of-the oncoming 
pickup truck. 
The comment drew a quiet but 

angry response from family mem-
bers of the victims. 

At the conclusion of the presen-. 
Cation of the defense • and 
prosecution's cases in chief, 107 
witnesses had been called by 
Richwalsky and 14 for the defense 
— including Mahoney. 

After the rebuttal witnesses have 
finished,' the attorneys will - make 

..their :clost'ng (arguments. The Jury`will 'the'n••fie instructed on"the- -8-2-

count indictment and .deliberations 
will begin. 
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Jury begins deliberations 
in Mahoney trial 

By MARK CAMPBELL✓ 
Kentudcy News Edttur  

The fate of the man charged with 
27 counts of murder in the worst 
alcohol-related traffic accident in 
U.S_ history is now in the hands of 
the jury. 

Closing arguments were heard in 
the trial of Larry Wayne Mahoney 
yesterday - morning in Carrollton 
and the jury began deliberations on 
the 82 charges . against him yester! 
day afternoon. 

Mahoney, 36; a factory worker 
from rural Owen County, is char-
ged with 27 counts of murder, 12 
counts of assault; 42 counts of wan-
ton endangerment and one count of 
driving under the influence in con-
nection with a May 14, 1988, head-
on collision with a church bus on 

Interstate-71 south of Carrollton. 
After 17 days of testimony and 

24 days of court, attorneys -in the 
case made their closing arguments 
and the case was turned over to.the 
jury yesterday. 

In 2:15 minutes of closing ar-. 
guments yesterday morning,- the 
jury heard statements ranging.from 
an emotional appeal by the defense 
to a plea for justice by the prosecu-
tion. 

William Summers, lead counsel 
for the defense, told the jurors they 
can punish Mahoney however they 
want,. but nothing anyone can do 
can be any worse than the defen-
dant having to live with the burden 
of the tragedy on his conscience the 
.rest of his life. 

"Larry has the rest of his life, 

every waking minute,:to remember 
this," said Summers, leading_ up to 
the emotional climax to his half-
hour segment of the-defense's two-
part closing argument. "Whatever 
punishment or penalty you should 
choose, remember 'there's -no way 
for anybody, any government, any 
citizen to do anything whatsoever 
-to punish' him worse. Nobody.--can 
do it. 

"We've all been taught that we 
must forgive ... This -tragedy needs 
to be put behind the people. 
Everyone needs to begin- to rebuild 
their lives and certainly the very 
loving families from-Radcliff need 
to begin to rebuild their lives and-
have this behind them ... 

"Indies 'and gentlemen, the 
world has to start anew," Summers 

continued, his voice rising and 
beginning to crack with emotion. 
"The world has got to 'say finally, 
'We've taken. this dog and for 18 
4nths we've stoned him. We can't 
kill him,. but it's got to stop. It has 
to stop.' 
"How much more does he have 

to, enduie?" Summers asked while 
Mahoney dabbed at his eyes with a 
;tissue and many of his family 
members sobbed ,loudly. "We don't 
do that to a cur dog found homeless' 
..on the street. We might put him to 
sleep, but we don't stone him for 
19 months. We don't make him live 
with.pain the rest of his life which 
none of us can remove. We can't 
kill him, but whatever you choose 
to punish him, he'll live with be-
cause the punishment in his heart 

will never, never go away. . 
"I respect you and I thank you 

for hearing me,"; Summers said., 
wiping tears from his cheeks. "This 
is my argument and this is my 
heart, because I really care for that 
man:''. 

Meanwhile, Assistant. Attorney 
General Paul Richwalsky Jr.,' spe-
cial prosecutor in the case; told the 
jury . the burden of -the case-was 
now off his shoulders and on theirs. 
He,said the jury. should serve jus-
tice . in the case by -showing 
Mahoney is responsible for the 
tragedy and malting him pay for his 
crime. 

Richwalsky ' said- although 
Mahoney was drinking and driving 
on the wrong side of the interstate 
when he crashed his pickup truck 

head-on into a church youth group 
bus from the First Assembly of God 
in Radcliff, he and his attorneys 
have since tried to blame the 
tragedy on acquaintances who gave 
him alcohol to drink, friends who 
allowed him to drive although he 
was already drunk and the design. 
and safety features of a former 
school bus that would "still be on 
the highway" if riot for- Mahoney's 
actions that night. 

Richwalsky told the.jury he does 
not "hate" Mahoney and he "can 
appreciate the situation he's in ---
but based on his testimony in court 
I feel a little differently about him 
now." 
The prosecutor said he thought 

See: TRIAL 
Bach Page, Column 3 

c 



21, 1989 

*Taal 
Continued from Page 1 
Mahoney had-become "arguments: 
five and aggressive" during hi; 
cross-examination. He later noted 
the jury should ask itself if the real 
Larry Mahoney was- the. quiet, 
transfixed person they had seen in 
court ' for . most of -the trial or- the 
person he uncovered during his 
questions. 

"I saw -a different defendant; or 
could it have been the defendant in 
this picture," Richwalsky said, 
haldiggstp2driver's license photo 
of Mahoney with a beard and a 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle hat 
imprinted on the front with the 
words "Ride hard, die hard." 

"Ride hard, die hard — it's kind 
of prophetic," the prosecutor said. 

"All that Saturday night he rode 
hard and those people died hard," 
Richwalsky said, referring to a 
nearby chart that listed the names 
of the 27 victims who died in the 
fiery crash. 

"Is this the real . Larry 
Mahoney?" he asked the jury, 
pointing to the driver's license. 
"You tell me when you come 
back." 

According to Jim Daugherty, 
Mahoney's brother-in-law, the 
Mahoney he and others knew was 
not the "hell-raiser" depicted in the 
old license photo but was instead a 
"quiet family man." 

Daugherty spoke to reporters af-
ter yesterday's closing arguments 
and said the hat Mahoney was 
wearing in the old photo**-"jest 
a. crazy hat much like' any "other 
crazy hat" He said his brothei-in-
law , , had worn a beard and had 
owned a' motorcycle a few years 
ago but got rid of it after a frierid 
died in a motorcycle accident. 

"It's not fair to build a stereotype 
out of what type of hat a person's 
wearing and whether or not they 
shaved that morning," he said. 

In other comments to the jury, 
Richwalsky noted Mahoney "drank 
all day and drove all ' day and he 
drove all up and down-these high-
ways." 
"No one forced him to drink. He 

drank all day and he admitted he 
could have stopped at any time. He 
admitted that he knew it was not 
dght to drinkand drive." ' 

According to lack Hildebrand, 
another of Mahoney's defense •at-
torneys who made closing com-
ments, "We know Larry was there 
and we know Larry was drunk. But 
how did he get there? We don't 
know. Causation, those are impor-
tant issues." 

Hildebrand reminded the jury of has almost been as truck as the 
testimony that Mahoney had been smoke on that bus;". Richwalsky 
unknowingly slipped liquor in a said, later comparing the defense's 
mixed drink prepared by Kelly Os- efforts to acquit Mahoney to that of 
borne' late on the evening . of the an octopus making its escape after 
crash. cloudi , ng the sea with ink. 

"l•Q, ;cola;';Hililehrartd said„pf;; Richwalsky then went on to say 
the drink witnesses say Cjsbome the 27 victims who lost their lives 
made for Mahoney. "KO for Kelly in the crash had been murdered as 
Osborne and KO for knock out, be-
cause that's what it does." 

Hildebrld followed that with 
the fact that other witnesses tes-
tified that a friend had agreed to 
drive for Mahoney and then 
reneged on the promise. 

According to Hildebrand, based 
on testimony of the the drinks slip-
ped to Mahoney and testimony that 
he had thought he would not be 
driving until" he was. already too 
drunk to make such decisions, the 
prosecution • never , proved the 
defendant-was aware of the risk he 
presented by getting in his truck 
and taking to the highways that 
night. 

Richwalsky later countered that 
by noting the designated driver, 
Taylor Fox, the defendant put faith 
in prior to continuing to .drink, on 
the night•of the tragedy "had been 
drinking half the day himself." 

Hildebrand, also. said the com-
monwealth could not prove 
Mahoney was • voluntarily in-
toxicated and acted .with extreme 
indifference .to the.value of human 
life, one of the provisiong under the 
wanton murder charge. . 

Hildebrand ' then attacked the 
design and safety of the bus and 
Ford Motor Co., the manufacturer 
of its chassis, 

sure as if Mahoney had used a gun. 
Richwalsky said tlrc•itas 

.not receive the same chance 
Mahoney has been allowed — that 
of a fair trial before an impartial 

J "They got the death penalty, and 
for what?" the prosecutor asked. 
"For being. on the way home, for 
spending the day at an amusement 
park. They were murdered. This 
defendant unfortunately killed them 
as sure as if he had used a gun. 
These people never got a chance to 
say goodbye 
The prosecutor then' told the 

jurors they would never forget the 
role they are playing in the case. 
However, he said said they will be 
able to live with 'that role if they 
serve justice with their decision. 

"You'll never forget this case, 
but you'll be able to deal with it if 
yob do justice," Richwalsky con-
tinued. "Justice in this case would 
be a finding of murder, assault in 
the first degree, wanton endanger-
ment and driving under the in-
fluence." 

In other related matters yester-

day, the defense won a battle before 
special judge William R..D'unn,'to 
have three of Mahoney's previous 
convictions suppressed. ; 

Dunn, who heard the matter in a 
  .separate.; courtroom, after: the jury . 

'Even if. he. had been sober, wi-N c•, i . ( ready. ,begs ' r ,;,their 
--the wrong side of the highway, h" elib@ atto'ns,. i u . ' tflit a'hohey s 
had no idea whatsoever that tha 1984 conviction' for driving under.. 
bus was going to explode,"the influence as well as a 1.983 and 

Hil debrand told the . ' a 1980 conviction ̀ for disorderly 
Jam' . conduct are not 'admissible 'as caused the accident, but he did nc evidence in the sentencing. phase of 

rate the explosion, the deaths; Im his current trial because he did not 
injuries" "intelligently" plead guil►y'to those 

Hildebrand then told the jury o. earlier charges. 
Ford's past problems with gas tank After over four hours of' tes-
of Pintos and noted RichwaL;ki timony on the three previous mis-
had told the jury his opening state ,demeanor charges, Dunn ruled that 
ment would be a road map showing while Mahoney knowingly pleaded 
where the trial would ggoo guilty to the charges, he did not 

"I submit -to yQu::m1s -mad.: t q fully , understand that they,: could 
should have gone -to Dearborn later be used against him.. 
Mich., Ford Motor Co.'s home The ruling ' will only come into 
office, before it ever started with play if Mahoney is convicted on 
Larry Mahoney," Hildebrand said one or more of the felony charges 

he now faces. 
According to Richwalsky, the The final 12-member jury panel 

defense has used the bus design and that is deliberating Mahoney's fate' 
safety questions, Mahoney's Pe`— six men and six women — met 
sonal problems and promises that a for over six.hours yesterday.before 
friend would drive for the defen- being sequestered at a local°hotel. 
dant on the night of the crash as a The panel , went back'.: into 
mask to hide the real issues of the deliberations at 8:30 a.m. today and 
case — whether the defendant considered the case for about three 
should be held accountable for his hours before breaking; for lti ich.' 
actions. During yesterday's deliberations, 

"The smoke in this courtroom the jury made only one request — 
to re-hear Mahoney's own tes-
timony. 

However,. , by the ', Lime'. court ' 
officials had brought a video tape 
of the testimony to the-jury's 
chambers, thei'.panel had .decided 
that it no longer wanted to review 
that testimony, I 
The jury will be sequestered uti-

til it reaches a verdict *on all 82' 
counts facing :Mahoney. Carroll 
Circuit Judge Charles. F. • Sat' 
terwhite said if': 'the j find 
Mahoney"guilty on any of% char' 
ges, he will beginthc/iehtericin 
phase of the trial. immediately: 

f 



Pigimin ary 
a11-o,.w- -f-o_r-'_.c-a, 
By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor 

'Authorities who responded-to and 
investigated the - May 14 ' crash in-
volving a pickup truck and a church 
bus said they were left "numb" and 
"dazed". by what they found when 
they arrived at the scene of that 
tragedy. 
Testimony of police, an emergen-

cy medical technician and the coun-
ty coroner were entered as evidence 
at a bond hearing yesterday for 
Larry W. - Mahoney,- - 34, of- -Owen 
County. 
Mahoney, who is charged with 27 

counts of murder in connection with -
the fiery crash, was before Carroll` 
District Judge Stanley Billingsley 
yesterday in Carrollton. 

Billingsley-refused to set bail for 
Mahoney while ruling in what he 
called an "extremely preliminary" 
and "extremely • limited'•' decision 
that there is sufficient evidence to 
seek the death penalty -against 
Mahoney. - .- 
In Kentucky," a defendant in a 

death penalty case• can be held 
without bail if the proof against-him 
is evident and the presumption of 
guilt is great. 

Billingsley noted that although the 
case is very young, evidence presen-
ted by Special Prosecutor Paul Rich-
walsky yesterday was sufficient to 
warrant his decision to deny bail in 
the case. 

In his final argument for denia1of 
bail, Riehwalsky said he had presen-
ted "more- than ample evidence of 
the defendant striking the "(church) 
bus" as well as, evidence that the 
man extricated from the • pickup 
truck was Mahoney and there were 
no other passengers present in the 
truck. 
Meanwhile, defense attorney. Bill 

Summers of Lexington contended 
that bail -was less of • any issue than 
whether' -Billingsley - was •going• to 
allow the case to be prosecuted as a 
capital murder case in which the 
death penalty can besought. 
Summers noted that in deciding 

the bail issue, Billingsley was being 
asked to decide if the case is a death 
sentence case because bail can only 
be denied in capital offense murder 
cases. 
"While you might sit there and 

PAUL RICHWALSKY 

rulin.c•'•o 
ita'l-c''ase` 

LARRY MAHONEY 

feel you don't have to make these 
rulings," Summers. told the judge, 
"I think you have to go one step fur•- 
Cher and prove this is a capital of-
fense." 
Summers added that "people 

across the United States want to see 
if (Mahoney) is going to get the 
death penalty" and said he was -
., sorry" Billingsley was faced with 
having to interpret the law. 
"I'm sorry you are going to have 

to make that determination," he told 
the judge. "You're going to have to 

make-4hat-betermination-right now 
and that's putting a lot of burden on 
you to decide if it will be a death 
case. They are putting the jacket on 
you to make decisions. that are going 
to go across the country and .I 
wouldn't want your job, judge." 
In • explaining 'his decision, 

Billingsley said he was ruling that 
the case -could be tried as a capital 
case,' but - that - "proof without 
reasonable - doubt must come in 
cotirt." 
He noted that while the case'is 

"extremely -preliminary," the 
"proof is evident-and the presump-
tion is great" that Mahoney was 
driving the truck and that 27 people 
died in the wreck so he would allow 
the case to continue as a capital 
murder case in which the death 
penalty could be sought., 

Following - the hearing, Summers 
told members of the media he was 
"very upset" 'over the decision to 
deny bail and noted that he intends" 
to pursue the matter again when the 
case reaches circuit court. 
He added that the provision in" 

Kentucky law that prosecutors are 
using as reason to call. the t asp a 
death penalty case was not meant 
for that-purpose and that if it had 
been meant to be interpreted that 
way there would have been similar_ 
death penalty cases in fatal• auto" 
crashes all-over-the-cry_" 
The .law Summers noted allows 

capital murder charges to be filed, 
when someone uses a device to kill 
many people in a public place. He 
noted that the law was written for 
cases involving bombs - or such 
destructive devices' rather than 
vehicles. 
"Sensationalism (by the media). 

has caused this and I think that's iin- 
proper,'-said Summers: "What they 
are doing is going through the back 
door of the courthouse to change the 
law. You don't change things like 
this. You change them by changing 
the laws." 
Richwalsky used the testimony of 

four people at the accident scene, 
photographs, blood alcohol test 
See: BAIL 
Page 3, Column 1 - 
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Bail ....deni.00: d, case to. pro ceed ' :- 
with_death pe'naltyposs' 1 , ble = 
"Continued from Page T . 
results and a. previous conviction for 
drunk driving in 1984 as the. basis of 
his argument against releasing 
Mahoney on bail. . 
Mahoney, an employee' of .a 

Carrollton chemical company;, is 
charged -with driving his Toyota 
pickup- truck head-on into a. bus 
owned by the First Assembly of God 
Church in Radcliff, on May 14. The 
accident occurred as Mahoney was 
reportedly traveling north in the 
southbound lane of Interstate 71. 
The collision ruptured the• bus' gas 

tank, sending flames sweeping back 
through the vehicle killing 27 of its 66 
passengers. Tests conducted at •• 
Humana Hospital-University of 
Louisville indicated that Mahoney's 
blood alcohol level was .24 percent — 
almost' 21f2 times the level that is 
considered legally intoxicated in 
Kentucky following the accident. 
-According to Kentucky State 

Police, Trooper Donald Mullikin, .-
when he arrived at the accident 
scene . there were injured victims 
".lying everywhere," victims were 
reportedly still on the bus and the 
bus was "engulfed inflames." 

"Basically numb," said Mullikin, 
when asked to describe his initial 
reaction to the scene. *"I couldn't,. 
believe' what I. had seen. I, walked 
aroundjjiadaze" —.1' .....— 

Mullikin, who has bee ith the' -
state police about five years, noted 
that while observing the scene he 
later came upon an injured victim . 
that rescue workers said was -the. 
driver of the pickup truck, that, ap-
parantly hit the bus head-on. 

"I just bent over to look at the sub-
ject and"I could smell alcohol on the 
subject," said Mullikin, who later 
picked Mahoney out of the crowd in 
'`the courtroom and identified him-as 
the man he saw at the crash scene. 
While being questioned by defense 

attorney Bill Summers, Mullikin ad-
ded that. when he arrived at, the 
scene firefighters were trying to' 
bring the burning bus under control. 
Asked if the firefighters used 

chemicals to fight the fire and if he 
had smelled chemicals burning, 

Mullikin said, "I smelled some burnt 
flesh and burnt bodies." 

In other testimony, KSP Trooper 
John Thorpe said when he arrived at 
the accident scene- emergency 
workers and firefighters seemed to 
be functioning smoothly so he began 
photographing the accident to 
preserve evidence. He later began 
taking statements from witnesses to 
the crash. 

"I was somewhat overwhelmed by 
the situation," he noted as his first 
response to the crash. 
Thorpe later added that among the 

people he interviewed at the scene 
were witnesses who claim they saw 
"the pickup truck traveling north in 
•the southbound lane and other wit-
nesses who also saw the. truck 
traveling north in the southbound 
lane of Interstate 71 and watched it 
through their rearview mirror as it 
passed them and hit the bus causing 
the explosion. 
While answering questions from 

Summers, Thorpe. also' confirmed 
that he interviewed the drivel of a 
light blue Cadillac who was also in-
volved in the crash. Mahoney's 
truck. reportedly struck the Cadillac 
before striking the bus head-on. 
According to Tommy Webb, an 

emergency medical technician and 
firefighter from -Campbellsburg, . 
when he arrived at the scene the bus 
was "totally involved n'fire." 
He said a person approached him 

as soon as he arrived and told him 
there were injured children in the 
median, a man in the pickup truck 
and children still on the burning bus. 
"At that time I asked for all the 
backup systems I could get," said 
Webb, while noting that all available 
firefighters, ambulances and 
medical helicopters were called to 
the scene. 
He said as he moved through the 

injured victims prioritizing them for 
transfer to area hospitals, he even-
tually came to the driver in the 
pickup truck which he said was ap-
proximately 25 feet from the bus. 
"I observed the driver still 

breathing and checked for pulse," 
said Webb, who added that he con-

sidered Mahoney to be ' "un= 
conscious" and that once he saw his 
injuries he rated him as a "number 
one priority to get out." 
Asked by Richwalsky to identify 

the driver if •he ' was in the cour-
troom, Webb pointed out Mahoney. 
The request prompted Summers 

to exclaim, "Do you want the man in 
prison clothes to stand up so you can 
get a better look at him?" 
"I was not aware they were prison 

clothes," responded Webb. 
Summers was referring to the way 

Mahoney. was dressed for yester-
day's hearing. He was wearing a 
pair of tan-colored, khaki, prison-
issue pants and a matching shirt. He 
also wore a pair of white, patent 
leather-like shoes. Missing was the 
limp he liad when he appeared in 
Court on May 20 — the same day he 
was released from the hospital. 

In other testimony, Webb told the 
court that no • .one other than 
Mahoney was inside the truck when 
he arrived. He said that the impact 
of the collision on the passenger side 
of the truck "drove the dash back so. 
that I had to push the dash away 
from the victim's chest to have room 
to work on him." He added that the 
"passenger side door was torn up" 
and there was 'no way anybody 
could have, gotton out of that vehicle 
from de. that si 
We6b`said'in"an,e#brt to learnthe. 

man's name for communication ldr-
poses, he later' identified Mahoney 
with a check stub found in the vic-
tim's billfold. He said he used the 
name "Larry" when talking to vic-
tim and the response was positive. 

In other testimony, Webb also said 
• that while freeing Mahoney. from the 
truck and putting the victim on a 
back support board he came across 
a package of cold, Miller Lite beer. 
"I had. trouble getting under-the 

victim so I pushed the dash back 
away from him and when I reached 
under him I encountered a box in my 
way," said Webb. "I found it to be an 
open package of beer. I touched a 
coldcan 'aMiller,Litecan." 
Ragwalsky then presented as 

evidence a photograph taken at the 



accident scene which pictured the 
damaged box of beer. 
-' While responding+ .to questions .. 

1•he•IMM rothe defense, M eas``,unrespoWsebeved at the scene. He said he 

tried,to talk to him, but was unable . 
Ito do so and "assumed he. was •un-
conscious. 
Webb added that while later ex-

tricating Mahoney from the pickup 
truck wreckage, the victim "showed 
ain and became somewhat unruley. 

llle-,'said Mahoney seemed to be, 
"wanting.to. flail". his -free-left-ai cn  
bile his right arm was pinned in the 

Floorboard area of the truck, He ad-
ed that Mahoney tried to remove a 
.neck collar" medical technicians 
had applied before his left arm was 
eventually subdued by another 
emergency worker. 
Asked if Mahoney said anything at 

the accident'scene, Webb said: "The 
only four words I•heard while taking 

A 

him out of the truck were 'Got to 
wake up. Got to wake up."' 

In other testimony, Carroll County 
Coroner James Dunn was-called by, 
the prosecution to read the names'of: 
the 27 victims who died in the crash; 

".however, Summers asked that a 
copy of k the names be entered as 
testimony in the case but not read 
out loud in court in the interest of-. 
brevity. The ' prosecution also en-
tered documents including the blood 
alcohol test results and a certified 
record of Mahoney's prior driving 
under= n—ia-
Carroll County in.1984. 

In. other . motions yesterday, 
Billingsley granted a motion by 
defense to prevent any interrogation 
of -Mahoney by "any person adverse 
to (his) interests." 

Billingsley also took under ad-
visement a motion by the defense to 
preserve all evidence in the case for 

independent testing. Bilingsley ad-
vised Summers to file a more 
specific -motion concerning _ what 
evidence the :defense _ wants to : 
review and`nnoted. that= the motion 
could be addi essed'when (; case 
reaches Carroll Circuit Court. 
The cage will now be sent to the 

Carroll County grand jury on June s. 



Survivors 
Didn't know wnatl' i tined pp 
By KRISTI SPENCER 
Associated Press Wrjtei 

RADCLIFF, Ky: — Most of the 
survivors of a fatal church bus 
crash were asleep4n the back of 
the bus when the accident oc-
curred and awakened to,a night-
mare of "bodies A top of, bodies 
and. orange everywhere," a 
passenger said.• 

"I didn't know what had hap-
pened until I was out of the bus 
and I saw it blow up," Allen Ten-
nison, 15, the son of the pastor of 
the First Assembly Church of God 
at Radcliff, said from his home. 

`.'I chased after some of my 
friends to find out what had hap-
pehed. I thought it was a dream; I 
asked one of my friends if I was 
dreaming." 
Tennison said the fire that 

engulfed the converted school bus 
after the accident Saturday night 
that left 27 people dead and about 
30 • injured was "like a fireball 
shooting straight through the 
bus." 
He said most of those in the 

back of the bus were pushed out 
tlie emergency exit. 
• "I felt it (crash) but it didn't 

wake me up. I heard a scream 

and I; remember seeing bodies on, 
tpp=.4`qf••bodes and orange " 
everywhere:,I`.Was pushed out the 
back' dodr; most., were pushed'- 
out,',' he said Sunday. 
Tennison said the mood at the 

scene was .one of,relative. calm, 
He said John Pearman, a church' 
official who is missing and 
believed to be among the dead, . 
had hollered for everyone to get 
out of the bus before the ex-
plosion. 
"There's one thing .I'm proud 

of. ' Everyone„ was,, helping 
someone else," he , said, "They 
didn't panic. They remained 
clam. Everyone was a. hero in: 
their own way, 

"It freaked me.,,out,' to .seem 
them (friends) coal black but' I' 
knew they needed.'!, someone . to 
help them, I'm lucky because few 
peopl6escaped with no injuries. 
"We knew we were; in God's 

hands and it calmed ' peopre to 
pray t 
Most of those aboard the bus 

were from the Radcliff . church. 
Some church members had 
brought friends from other 
See: SURVIVORS , , 
Back Page, Column 3 

low • urvivors 
Continued from Page 1 
congregations in the area on the . 
outing . to Kings Island, 
amusement park north of Cin-
cinnati. 
The bus was struck-head-oh by 
a pickup truck traveling in the 
wrong lane of Interstate 71 near 
Carrollton. 
"Some of us started jumping 

out of windows ," said Eric Thom-
pson, 15, of Vine Grove. "You 
couldn't get out the front because 
it was all on fire." 
"Everybody was scared to 

death," said Larry Flowers, 16, of 
Radcliff. "I thought I was going 
to die." 

"I just heard a crash, felt the 
impact of the car (truck) and 
looked up and saw flames;" said 
14-year-old Wayne Cox, a Radcliff 
Middle School eighth-grader. 
"They'spread pretty'fast.... I was 
pinned. Everything .was pretty 
wild. I was under a lot of people. 
That's probably what saved me 
from getting burned." . 
Jason Booher, 13, also an 

eighth-grade student at Radcliff 
Middle, School, said he and 
another youth helped pull people 
out of the bus. 

Booher said he assisted sur-
vivors on the ground outside the 
back doori while a Meade County 
High School sophomore, Jamie 
Hardesty, stood just inside the 
door and pushed people out. 
"Jamie, • he ' pushed 'everyone 

out," Booher said.:",He was up in 
the bus and I was out the back. 
door of the bus ,. helping those who 
were hurt." ' 
. Booher. said Hardesty played 
'a big part, 'He saved a lot'." 
Tennison also credited Har-

flesty with directing medical per Jonnel to the more seriously' in-
ured survivors. 
Hardesty said the-passengers 

"started to climb over each other: 
There were people just stacked on 
top of each other." 
Hardesty said he grabbed a 

lead pipe that he spotted on the 
ground near the crash site and 
began to - smash the windows of 
,the bus. 

"It wasn't the fire that burned 
us, it was the heat," Hardesty 
said. "I thought maybe if I broke 
out the windows I could help some 
of them get out or at least let 
some of the smoke out." 
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By GIDEON 'GIL 
'Staff •Wrifer ;' - ;.•;•u'1;"•̀"rk,•M.•3'f,f'•'' 

Ford -Motor, Co.-has agreed+t istudy a prop 
posal by the parents' of a clllla'ki l d,°fin t66 
May 14 , bus 'crash near Ca'hrolltona , ,. at;.th-io 
won't sue Ford if the, manufacturer pf t e 
bus's chassis agrees to rectill•and:modify,`ali 
school buses, it built before April.197'7i 
That's when the federal' government,teib 
requiring stricter safety ,measures;?on..tle 
buses. 
James Nunnallee; , whbs;, tl'Q=yearoid 

daughter Patricia was-bne•oi1'ft-1,w" •dk,  
when an allegedly drunken d'river' : collided 
head-on with a church-owned ,'school, bu*s'• 
said he was encouraged- hher- ad' hour-long 
meeting with two Ford lawyers yesterday.; 

"I trust their sincerity 'in wanting to ;do 
some good things also," 'said ,Nunnallee.,;f1I 
guess it's obvious that I :was,.very,pleased 
with the meeting.,' 
Ford spokesman Rober0Vd1 a said;;51I' fs 

my. understanding .that• tf e".par"ties';`h'ave 
agreed to wofk together."' 
The Ford attorneys, Proctor: D,ftliisan 

of its general counsel's office"and,Loulsvill6 
lawyer ,Vifflllam Gi ubbs,, said;>~ord 'did'l.not 

Y•' 

believe its.product was responsibfe':J i',the 
accident, "said Michael Hance; i h66. rep'r•e 
senting Nunnallee and his ', wife;'.,Karolyn; 
along with Larry • Franklin. Regardless iof 
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Ford to study recall proposal 
Continued from Page One 

who is to blame, the Ford lawyers 
said, "something like this would be 
the right thing to do and they would 
like to try to do it" 
The sides agreed that Ford would 

take 30 days to evaluate the feasibil-
ity of the Nunnallees' proposal. 
"Hopefully, within that time we will 
have come up with something that's 
agreeable to both of us,' said •Nun-
nallee. 
Ford and She Globe Corp., 

which made the bus's body, have 
reached out-of-court settlements 
with 64 of the 67 families whose rel-
atives Were killed- or injured in the 
accident. Lawyers familiar with the 
case have said the agreements in-
clude payments of $700,000 to the 
estates of each of the 24 children 
who died. 
But . the Nunnallees rejected the 

settlement offer last week, telling 
Ford that they would take a single 
dollar if the autornWr agreed to 
modify the gas tanks on thousands 
of its older buses. "Our goal is to do 

whatever we can to prevent this 
type of thing from recurring," Nun-
nallee said. - 
The Radcliff First Assembly of 

God bus involved in the Carrollton 
crash was built in March 1977, 
weeks before the federal govern-
ment began requiring manufactur-
ers to protect gas tanks from the im-
pact of crashes. Its gas tank was 
punctured in the crash, leading to a 
fire that the state medical examiner 
has ruled as the cause of all 27 
deaths.. 

'After April 1977, most bus manu-
facturers began shielding fuel tanks 
with metal cages, but there was no 
requirement that older buses be 
modified to protect the tanks. 
.. That's, what. the Nunnallees now 
want 'done, • although authorities 
have questioned whether a cage 
would - have prevented the fatal fire 
in the .May accident As an alterna-
tiveAhe Nunnallees have suggested 
remounting the gas tanks on older 
buses inside the chassis, where it 
would be shielded by the frame. 
Safety experts estimate that such 

changes would cost between $100 
and $1,000 per bus. 

Ford made the chassis for 51,520 
buses before the April 1977 standard 
and.estimates that 19,200 are still on 
the road, said Waite-

In Kentucky, Ford made about 
one-fourth of the 842 buses built in 
1977 or earlier that are currently 
registered to churches, private 
schools or individuals. Another 1,219 
public school buses in Kentucky 
were built in 1977 or earlier, but the 
portion made by Ford could not be 
determined. 
The Ford lawyers raised some 

possible problems with the Nunnal-
lees' plan, Hance said. They said it 
would be difficult to locate the bus-
es no longer owned by schools and 
that performing repairs might give. 
owners a false sense of security, en-
couraging them to keep the buses on 
the road after they should- be re-
tired. 
Nunnallee responded that he is 

open to suggestions of other ways to 
achieve the goal _ of making older 
buses safer. For example, he pro-
posed that Ford could buy all the 
older buses still on the road. Most 
are now valued at less than $1,000-

f 



Group jury selection 
starts for Carroll trial 
Group jury selection got under-

way about 9:35 am. today in Car-
roll Circuit Court in the trial of 
Larry Mahoney stemming from a 
1988 bus crash that killed 27 
people. 
Mahoney is charged with 27 

counts of murder, 42 counts of 
wanton endangerment, 12 counts of 
first-degree assault, and one count 
of driving under the influence in 
connection with the May 14, 1988, 
crash near Carrollton. 
.Mahoney's pickup truck was 

traveling the wrong way on I-71 
outside Carrollton when it slammed 
into the school bus carrying mem-
bers of the First Assembly of God 
returning home to Radcliff, Ky., 
from an outing in Cincinnati. 

Approximately 300 people have 
been called as prospective jurors in 
the case, and the first 100 were to 
be questioned as a group today, the 
next 100' tomorrow and the last 
group on Friday. 

Individual jury selection is set to 
begin on Monday. The names of six 
jurors will be drawn to be 
questioned on Monday, and that 
process will continue until 31 
prospective jurors have been selec-
ted. All of the jurors have been as-
signed numbers and they will be 
referred to by number instead of a 
name. During the individual jury 
selection, the public and the media 
will not be allowed in the 
courtroom, but they will be able to 
hear responses. 

After 31 prospective jurors have 
been chosen, the defense will be al-
lowed up to 10 strikes, and the 
prosecution six. Of those left over, 
15 will be selected to stay with the 
case and hear:the testimony until 
deliberation begins, At that point, 
twelve will be selected from the 15 
for the deliberation on a verdict. 

Carroll- Circuit. Judge Charles 
'Satterwhite assured the*people calf 
ed for jury duty that there would be 
no pictures of them taken by televi-
sion . cameras or newspaper 
photographers. 
"We are trying to the extent that 

is possible to insulate those who 
participate in this case and to keep 
them from being exposed to the 
public," the judge said. 

Satterwhite estimated the jury 
selection would take several days 
and the trial itself would last from 
six weeks to two months. 
The courtroom was packed and 

Trial begins 
Jury selection started today to hear t.hc harry Ivlahoncy trig! in 
Carroll Circuit Court in Carrollton. Mahoney is pictured here at a 
recent hearing. (Staff photo by Mark Campbell.) 

only nine members of the media 
were allowed into the courtroom. 
One of those was The Madison 
Courier's Kentucky Editor Mark 
Campbell. 
Nine members of Mahoney's 

family attended this morning's ses-
sion, including his mother, sister, 
brother-in-law, cousin, ex-wife, and 
son Tony, 16. 
Mahoney was Aiessed in dress 

pants and a long-sleeved shirt. He 
sat quietly and talked with family 
members prior to the start of the 
proceedings. He seemed nervous 
and ill at ease. When the group jury 
selection was ready to begin, 
Mahoney moved to the table in the 
front of the courtroom with his at-
torneys, and his family sat in two 
rows behind him. 

Satterwhite explained at the start 
that the reason for the group jury 
selection in phases was because of 
the limited space in the courtroom 

and he wanted people to bQ as c:orn-
fortable as possible. 

He also datlt with Sornc rumors, 
one of which was why the trial was 
not moved to another county. The 
judge said that one side in a case 
must request a change of venue and 
that neither.--side in this case had 
filed for a change of venue. 

"Both have expressed to me on 
nuinerous occasions the cohfidcnce• 
each has in you (the citizens of 
Carroll County) to hear this ca§c," 
Satterwhite said. 

Regarding the pre-trial publicity 
on the case, the judge said to the 
prospective jurors, "Obviously all 
of you have read something about 
this case or heard something about 
this case. Anybody who is literate 
in the United States has heard 
something about this. case, but that 

See: JURY 
Back Page, Column 3 



d,l l Y  
Continues' from Page 1 

does not prohibit you from serving 
on this case." 
He also said, "I think it's safe to 

say this trial has already received 
more publicity than Hurricane 
Hugo and the San Francisco 
earthquake altogether. This case has 
gained national attention, and 
maybe rightfully so." 

He said it would be a long trial. 
and that it will be a big sacrifice for 
some to sit on the jury. "It is ob-
vious this trial is going to be an ex-
t eme inconvenience to everybody 
who serves, but it's your respon-
sibility. I don't think anyone ,ever 
thought this case would be this 
long." 

He told them the only thing they 
would receive would be $12.50 a 
day compensation and lunch. 
A total of eight jurors in the first 

group asked to be dismissed for 
various reasons, and about 10:15 

a.m. five • were dismissed as 
prospective jurors. Of those, two 
cited personal medical reasons, one 
had two family members expected 
to testify in the trial, and another 
had a sick mother she takes care of. 
One men who was not dismissed 

in the first:group, said, "After all 
the publicity I've seen on television 
and read in newspapers, I don't 
think I could convict Mr. Mahoney 
of anything." 
The judge also assured the 

prospective jurors of the security 
measures that have been taken and 
will be taken to ensure the trial is 
:,heard the right way. 

'"The last thing anybody wants 
involved in this case...is to have to 
try :this case more than once. We 
want,to do it once and do it right," 
Satterwhite said. 
The list of potential witnesses for 

the trial also was read this morning, 
and the list contained 149 names. 



Busdrash 
put safety 
in focus v1n1,P, 
By Michael Collins 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

The Carrollton bus tragedy may 
prompt the most significant safety mea-
sures of any accident investigated by 
the National Transportation Safety 
Board, the agency's acting chairman 
said. 

The accident riveted the nation's at-
tention on drunken driving and bus 
safety at a time when the public had 
started to lose interest in those issues, 
Jiin Kolstad, the safety board's top offi-
cial, said. 
A number of drunken driving and 

bus safety proposals have resulted from 
that concern. 

"If we don't learn from our past, we 
are doomed to repeat it," Kolstad told 
more than 1,300 highway safety officials 
in Cincinnati Wednesday for their an-
nual convention. 

Organizers say the Lifesavers/7 con 
vention — sponsored by more than 20 
organizations — is the largest grass-
roots gathering of highway safety offi-
cials. The three-day convention ended 
Wednesday. 

Larry W. Mahoney, 35, of Worthville, 
was heading the wrong way on Inter-
state 71 when he drove his pickup truck 
into a church bus returning to Radcliff 
May 14, 1988, police say. The bus erupt. 
ed in flames, killing 24 children and 

/00 
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three adults. 

Mahoney's blood-alcohol con. 
tent was more than 2'/5 times the 
legal limit, police say. As a re-
sult, the Carrollton wreck ranks 
as the nation's worst drunken 
driving accident, Kolstad said. 

Kolstad told the group the 
Carrollton tragedy demonstrated 
that laws enacted in the early 
1980s have not eliminated drink. 
ing and driving. He called for 
states to adopt more stringent 
measures, such as laws that 
would automatically suspend 
the driver's license of any motor-
ist who failed a blood-alcohol 
test. 

"If drunken driving is to be 
reduced significantly, motorists 
must be convinced there is 'a 
strong possibility they will be ar-
rested and penalized if they 
drive drunk," Kolstad said. 

The so-called "administrative 
revocation law" would force 
drivers to appear before an ad. 
ministrative judge within 30 
days instead of waiting for their 
cases to go before a criminal-law 

judge, he said. 

Many of the 24 states with 
such laws adopted them early in 
the 1980s. Only three state have 
enacted them since 1984, Kolstad 
said. 

"We need to refocus our ef. 
forts if we are to progress," he 
said. 

Kolstad said he is "fairly opti-
mistic" the Carrollton tragedy 
will bring more safety improve-
ments for school buses. 

The safety board, an indepen-
dent agency that investigated the 
crash, recommended in March 
that 77,000 school buses be taken 
off the road. The buses were 
built before federal safety stan-
dards took effect in 1977 and do 
not include many modern safety 
features. 

The safety board also recom-
mended that the federal govern-
ment upgrade school bus 
flammability and exit standards. 
Several other recommendations 
are aimed at reducing drunken 
driving. 

Kolstad said he hopes the 
public will continue to associate 
the Carrollton tragedy with 
drunken driving. 



r 

a 
c 

V; 

EL 
o• 

® oo 
_C V 

CC\̀0 

to 

a 
3 CO 

l• 
J 

Bus .wrec'kag 
off li mits for- now" 
Court case precludes safety deck 
By Jeanne Houck 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

A circuit judge signed an order to-
day that temporarily: will prevent the 
National Transportation Safety Board 
from examining vehicles involved in 
the fatal church bus crash near Car-
rollton. 

Carroll-County Judge Charles Sat-
terwhite signed the order this morning 
after a joint request from special pros-
ecutor Paul Richwalsky Jr. and de-
fense attorney William Summers. 

The order will prohibit anyone from 
inspecting the bus and the pickup 
truck until Richwalsky and Summers 
have completed their examination for 
the criminal case involving Larry W. 
Mahoney. 

The 35-year-old Worthviile man is 
scheduled to stand trial in January in 
Carroll County Circuit Court on char-
ges of murder, assault, wanton endan-
germent, and drunken driving. 

Twenty-seven people, mostly 
youths, died May 14 when a pickup 
truck driven by Mahoney slammed 
head-on into a bus from the First As-
sembly of God church in Radcliff. The 

bus burst Into flames. 
Police say Mahoney's blood-alcohol 

level was more than twice the legal 
limit, - and that. he was traveling the 
wrong direction on southbound Inter-
state 71. 

- Richwalsky,_ an assistant state at-
torney general, said repeated requests 
by the National Transportation Safety 
Board to examine the bus prompted 
the joint motion. 

"They don't seem to realize or rec-
:ognize the priority of the criminal 
prosecution," Richwalsky said. 

Several other parties; including in-
surance companies, have asked to ex-
amine the bus and pickup, Richwalsky 
said. He advised them that the crimi-
nal case took priority and that he 
would consider their requests when 
appropriate. 

However, the safety board has been 
persistent. 

"I haven't been hassied by anybody 
else like I have been by U-ie NTSB," he 
said. 

He.said the board sent him a "no-
tice of inspection" or. Aug. 15, saying it 
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wanted . to inspect the bus 
wreckage. He said he asked 
them to be more specific. 
He was appalled at the letter 

returned by the board's lawyer, 
John Stuhldreher. 

"They were talking about us-
ing ropes and chains and hoist-
ing the bus and attempting to 
to recreate some of the dynam-
ics of the wreck," he said. 

"The potential for damage is 
there. It's unconscionable. We 
don't want that evidence to 
change from the way= it exists 
now or the way it existed since 
the time of the wreck. 

"They're not under any time 
constraint like we are. Their in-
terest is secondary, at best." 

Summers-readily agreed to 
join in the motion. 

"We're doing everything we 
can in our power. to keep the 
outside influences. - the NTSB, 
the insurance companies, the 
Ford Motor Co. — or anybody 
else from hampering or destroy-
ing the, due process rights of 
both the commonwealth and 
Larry Mahoney," Summers said. 

Ford built the bus chassis 
and is a defendant in a civil 
lawsuit. . 

The motion marks the sec-
ond time Richwalsky and Sum-
mers publicly have questioned 
actions by the safety board. Af-
ter the board conducted public' 
hearings on the crash earlier 

this month in Louisville, the at-
torneys complained that the 
board showed little concern for 
the pending criminal case. 
Whey questioned why the 

board didn't wait until after 
Mahoney's trial to conduct the 
hearing. Alan- Pollock, spokes-

man for the board, said "the 
board must find the cause of 
accidents and make recommen-
dations as quickly as possible to 
avoid similar accidents in the 
future. 
He said this morning he did 

not know whether the NTSB 

would challenge the order. 

Summers said it is not sur-
prising that he and Richwalsky, 
who are adversaries in the 
criminal case, have joined in 
this motion. 

"It's never unusual for expe-

rienced advocates. To the con-
trary, it is normal for us to want 
to preserve the credibility of the 
justice system," Summers said. 

Said Richwalsky: "My posi-
tion is whenever the common-
wealth of Kentucky completes 

their testing' and review and 
whenever the, defense completes 

everything they want to do and 
depending ppon where we are 
in terms of the trial, then and 
only then can we entertain any 
other requests to have access to 
those vehicles." 



Grou p studies strict bu s safety measure 
Associated Press 

FRANKFORT The Governor's 
Task Force on School Bus Safety is 
considering a range of measures •that 
could make Kentucky a national leader 
in bus safety, officials say. ' 

Transportation Secretary Milo D. 
Bryant said. the state,, would "be tar-
geted for years in the area of bus safe-
ty" because of the fiery church bus 
crash on Interstate 71 near Carrollton 
that killed 27 people on May 14, accord-
ing to the minutes of the task force's 
first meeting. 

The task force, which Gov. Wallace 
Wilkinson appointed to make recom-
mendations by Nov. 1, had its second 
meeting Friday. 

The panel is chaired by Bryant. The 
other members are Justice Secretary W. 
Michael Troop, Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction John Brock and state 
Fire Marshal William Martin. 

The task-force members and their 
aides have discussed possible laws, reg-
ulations and voluntary actions that 

would: ' 

■ Provide more protection for' gaso-
line tanks. The fire in the I-71 crash is 
believed to have'started after tfi•e;.bus's 
gas tank was. punctured. 

■ Go beyond new state Board of Ed-
ucation specifications for safety fea-
tures. 
■ Regulate •or monitor the sale of 

used school buses. The bus that 
crashed on 1-71 was sold by the Meade 
County Board of Education to the First 
Assembly of God Church in Radcliff. 

1p Require training of private bus 
drivers and installation of -emergency-
exit windows on the buses. 

■ Recall gasoline-powered buses with_ 
fuel systems that may pose fire haz-
ards. 

The task force plans to discuss that 
suggestion with representatives of Ford 
Motor Co., which' made most of the 
school buses being used in Kentucky, at 
its next meeting: 

Troop, who suggested the possibility 
of asking Ford for a recall, said the 

company also could offer guidance on 
several other matters, including a new 
proposal for protecting gasoline tanks. 

Deputy Transportation Secretary 
Jerry Lentz said a Georgia firm triakes 
a molded plastic cover to protect heli-
copter fuel tanks from being punctured 
by bullets and exploding. He said the 
company is interested in testing the 
cover's feasibility on buses. 

Bryant aide • Marjorie Lee said, "On 
our first look, it seems like it would be 
easier to 'install, and cheaper," than 
protective metal cages. The task force 
agreed other companies need to be 
consulted. 

The bus that crashed on I-71 was 
made before a 1977 federal regulation 
required metal cages, but some investi-
gators have said a cage probably 
wouldn't have kept the Radcliff bus's 
tank from rupturing. 

Ford said this week that installing 
cages on buses. built before August 1976 
— it estimates that they number 15,000 
to 17,000 — would be much more com-
plicated than on later-model buses and 

could pose safety hazards if not done 
properly. 

• ' Ford has estimated that refitting 
each of those buses could cost up to 
$2,000. Most ,of the buses are worth less 
than $1,000, said Wendell Bruce, pupil-
transportation director for the state 
Department of Education. 

The task force also discussed how to 
deal with used buses sold by school 
boards. 

Bruce said most of the gasoline-
powered buses sold for private use "are 
probably better fitted for tobacco wag-
ons or something than to be on the 
,road.,' 

Bruce said the buyer of a bus that 
school officials deem substandard is 
told that the vehicle is being sold 
"where it is, as is," with no guarantee 
that it will even leave thb parking lot. 

i 
Bryant asked whether jthe task force 

should consider recom:•nending that 

passengers be banned frpm such buses. 

i 
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A'community's mouming was signmea oy a nag at nan-man at tna.nararr wurry wu 

es II,'q•• Panic, jammed seating 
-M°• - --- --may have doomed anvi--, 

- some bus survivors -say 
By GMEON GII-
and TIM ROBERTS 
Staff Writers 

RADCLIFF, Ky. — Teenagers panicked 
after their church bus crashed Saturday 
night, and their mad dash for the only exit 
may have blocked many from escaping, 
survivors said yesterday. 
They also said that most of the windows 

were closed because many children were 
wearing clothes that bad gotten wet in a 
ride at Kings Island. 
Some youngsters managed to climb out 

windows. But others said they didn t believe 
they could fit through the windows, which 
ordinarily open only halfway, and didn't 
know how to push them all the way open. 
As the bus headed south on Interstate 71, 

many teenagers went to sleep, including at 
least two lying in the aisle and a third seat-
ed on a cooler in the aisle near the back of 
the bus, survivors said. 
"There were too many people on that 

bus," said Conrad Garcia, 14, who said he 
was sitting on a girl's lap in the back row 
because the bench wasn't wide enough for 
three people. 
The bus had 11 rows of two benches, with 

three to a.bench. I 
Garcia said he rides to Walker Middle 

School in Fort Knox on a similar bus, which 
has a sign in front that says it can hold 40 
people. 
-Thomas Hertz, 15, said a girl seated neat 

to him was hanging halfway Into the aisle 
because seating was so tight She fell into 
the aisle on impact, be said. -
But another passenger, 16-year-old 

Tammy Darnell of Radcliff, said the bus 
was not overcrowded. 

Hertz, an eighth-grader at Radcliff Mid-
dle School, dozed in the third or fourth row 
on the left side. He was awakened by the 
sound of a motorcycle racing the wrong 
way by the right side of the bus. 
As he turned his head forward, Hertz 

heard the bus brakes screech and saw the 
oncoming pickup illuminated in the bus's 
headlights. They collided before he could 
react, throwing his head into the back of 
the seat in front of him. 

Authorities have been asked repeatedly 
about accounts from some of the bus pas-
sengers that the pickup truck was racing a 
motorcycle just before the crash. 

State police Capt. Neal Brittain and 
Trooper Jim Mudd said yesterday that their 
Investigation so far has not found evidence 
of a motorcycle at the scene_ But Brittain 
said each of the witnesses will be inter-
viewed more than once and that police are 
not ruling out the passibility that a motorcy-
cle was involved. 
Garcia said that after he jumped out of 

the bus, be saw a large person push a mo-
torcycle out of a ditch at the side of the 
road. He said the bike was black or dark 
blue and the rider was wearing a helmet 
Garcia and other p;:.zengers who saw the 

.motorcyclist gave conflicting reports on 
which direction he rode off. 
Garcia said the crash threw him forward, 

bruising his ribs. 
Seconds after the collision, he saw flames 

at the front of the bus. Hertz said flames 
engulfed the front right corner of the bus, 
shooting to the ceiling and blocking the 
front door. 
Garcia said John Pearman, the bus driv-

er, turned to the back of the bus and yelled, 
"Open the door and get them out of here." 

"I stood up and I picked up the emergen-
cy-door handle, and I couldn't get it all the 
way open, so I kicked It and it flew open," 
Garcia said. 
The aisle quickly filled as people rushed 

the back door. "People were stomping each. 
other," Garcia said. "They were throwing 
each other to the ground. They were push-
ing to get out They were panicking." 

Darnell said she was shaken awake by a 
friend in her seat, two or three rows from 
the back. She turned and walked to the rear 
door, and said she didn't recall the cooler 
blocking her way. As she reached the exit, 
Darnell was thrown against the side of the 
bus by the onrushing mob. She pushed her 
way back to the door, only to be squeezed 
rVinct the door hinge, fracturing her 
collarbone, before jumping ouL 
"A lot of people were running around 

pushing everybody out," she said. "A lot of 
people had reason to be pushing" 
Up front, Hertz looked to the aisle and 

found it already jammed. So he lay on his 
back, pivoted toward the closed window 
and tried kicking it out The window didn't 
budge, he said, and he didn't think he could 
have squeezed out 
He cradled Mike Jefferson against his 

right hip and grabbed the hand of, Kristin 
Williams, who bad slipped into the aisle on 
impact, and climbed over seat backs to-
ward the back, dragging the two with him. 
Some people remained in their seats, in-

cluding a boy and a girl who were hugging, 
he said. 
As Hertz reached the back, he began hav-

ing trouble breathing, and was forced to let 
go of Jefferson and Williams. 
He said the smoke smelled something 

like burning rubber, but with a strong 
chemical odor too. Before lunging for the 
door, he looked forward, noticing that the 
flames had advanced to between the third 
and fifth rows. 
By this time, panicked teenagers were 

piled up inside the rear exit, leaving only 
about a foot and a half of space to get ouL 
Hertz dove through the gap, but somebody 
in the pile grabbed his leg trying to get up, 
leaving Hertz hanging upside down from 
the top of the pile. After a few seconds, he 
tumbled free, and ran from the bus. 

"If we had been told what emergency 
procedures were before we started the trip, 
it might have made it easier," he said. 

Information for-this story also was gathered 
by staff writer Judy Bryant 

IN 
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A wreath hung at Pearrnan end Sons 
Lumber and Hardware, owned by 
relatives of bus driver John Pearrnan. 

-Confused-drivers often 
d mselves: om.wrong 

side  of Mate expressways 
By ROBIN GARR 
Staff Writer 

Despite the best efforts of police and 
highway engineers to guide motorists onto 
expressways In the right. direction, wrong-
way drivers are a frightening and all-too-
frequent phenomenon, state troopers and 
local police say. 

Jefferson County police are called to help 
errant drivers reverse direction on county 
expressways about a half-dozen times a 
year, Capt. Michael Schnell estimated. 

It happens perhaps weekly on Interstate 
64 near Frankfort, Trooper Glenn Walton 
said. 

The reasons? "Drunk driving and drugs 
would top the list," Walton said. 

Confused or disoriented by factors such 
as alcohol and drug abuse, bad weather, old 
age or simply being lost, drivers ignore 
multiple signs and painted pavement, and 
take exit ramps onto the wrong side of the 
highway. 

For a few, the mistake' is fatal. 

Before Saturday's bus disaster near Car-
rollton, in which 27 died, about a dozen 
highway deaths in Kentucky and Southern 
Indiana since 1980 had been blamed on col-
tisions involving cars going the wrong way 
on expressways, according to newspaper 
files and police. 

Many drivers quickly realize their error 
and correct it, usually backing off the ramp 
before reaching the expressway's driving 
lanes, said Capt. John Lile, a spokesman for 
the state police. 

All Kentucky expressway interchanges 
are thoroughly marked in accordance with 
the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control De-
vices, said Bill Monhollon, Louisville dis-
trict engineer with the state Department of 
Transportation. 

Monhollon said the 1-71 exit ramps at 
Campbellsburg and Pendleton — the next 
interchanges south of Carrollton, where he 
believes Larry W. Mahoney probably got on 
heading in the wrong direction Saturday 
night — are correctly marked with six signs 
each: two each reading "One Way," "Do 
Not Enter" and "Wrong Way." 
Mahoney, of Owen County, drove his 

pickup into the church bus, and has been 
charged with murder. 

Monhollon said both interchanges are the 
sidiple "diamond" type customary outside 
urban areas, with relatively straight, sepa-
rate entrance and exit ramps in each direc-
tion. 
He acknowledged that this type of inter-

change, in which ramps to and from the 
expressway meet the intersecting road at 
roughly a right angle, is potentially more 
confusing than the urban "cloverleaf," 
which requires an extremely sharp turn to 
enter in the wrong direction. 
However, he said the manual's recom-

meidations for signs are adequate and are 

observed in all 50 states. 
• 

Here are some tips from police on stay-
ing out of trouble on the expressway: 

■ It you see someone coming at you on 
the wrong side, slow down, pull into the 
emergency lane if passible, and stop. 
Put on your flashers and tap your brake 

lights to wam drivers behind you. 
H you can't get off the road, take what-

ever evasive action is possible. Swerve to 
the right, hoping the oncoming driver — 
thinking he is on a two-lane highway, — will 
veer the opposite way. 

If- an accident is inevitable, consider 
driving of. the road rather than facing a 
head-on collision. Head-on crashes often 
are fatal 

"That's the absolute work" Schnell said. 
"Take the median, take the guardrail, take 
the creek bank; whatever you have to do." 

0 To make sure you're headed -in the 
right direction, check the yellow stripe on 
the road, which separates opposing lanes; it 
always should be on your left If there's a 
yellow line to your right, you're in trouble. 
■ If you realize you're headed the wrong 

way, stop and get out of the way: of traffic 
immediately. If you're closer to the median 
than.the emergency lane, pull into the me-
dian. Turn on your headlights and emergen-
cy flashers 

In rural areas, state police advise that 
you wait until the road is clear — with no 
vehicle in sight, no matter how distant — 
then quickly turn back on the side you're 
on. Don't try to crass the median. 
On busy urban highways, Schnell advises 

waiting for the police. "You want those blue 
lights and flares while you're turning," he 
said. 

Bank establishes 
fund for families 
An Elizabethtown-bank-has 

established a fund to help the 
families of those who died or 
were injured in Saturday's bus 
crash. 
Renee Young, manager of 

Republic Savings Bank, said the 
bank started the.fund yesterday 
with $500 and is seeking more 
donations. 
She said people who wish to 

contribute should send checks to 
the bank at 502 W. Dixie Ave., 
Elizabethtown, Ky., 42701. 
Checks should be made payable 
to the First Assembly of God. 



W he diiver oS the picku 
Eck lnvol,ved in -th( 
iwe•kend acrash near', Car 
rollton had a= blood=alco 
hol Level that eaverl 
most peoplee,, unable to" 
,drive;-a Cine nnati• expert.-: 
on alcoholism Said•_Mon-

Larry Mahoney was>, 
charged with`27ncounts of 
.mur,der Monday, ,After' 
blood testsshowed he-had, 
a 0.24 percent blood=aico-
hol level •Under:Eentucky;w 
law,`a,levehof-O lO percent ,, 
15 sufficient for. a conic 
Lion ̀ of'driving under the: 
Influence. 

OdHoward Rah t  press ` 
e - nt. theCouncil•on Al •conollsm .inVCincinnati,,.. 

said ̀ .that, Niahoney's.,re . 
ported blood=; l'd hot}level; 
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Mahoney 
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would prevent most people from 
being able to start an automo-
bile. 

"Most people would be un-
conscious at that point," Rahtz 
said. "He had to have a high 
tolerance for alcohol to be able 
to walk to the car at ail." 

Rahtz said a number of fac-
tors affect alcohol tolerance, in-
cluding weight, metabolism and 
amount of food consumed. But 
he said 0.24 percent is inargu-
ably "very drunk" 

"In general, for an average 
man of 160 pounds to reach 0.20, 
we're assuming an equivalent of 
11 or 12 drinks over a two--hour 
period. By `drink,' we..,mean ari 
equivalent of a 12-ounce beer,•or 

a five- to six-ounce glass of 
wine, or one mixed drink," 
Rahtz said. 
Some studies have found 

driving skills impaired at half 
the legal limit, Rahtz said. 

Ed Kentrup, co-president of 
the Northern Kentucky chapter 
of. Mothers Against Drunk Driv-
ing, said he hoped the tragedy 
would increase awareness of al-
cohol abuse. 

"Our heart goes out to the 
victims and their families," 
Kentrup said Monday. "We hate 
to some extent to see the news 
media focusing on the safety of 
the bus instead of the issue of 
alcohol abuse." 

He also said he approved of 
the decision by Carroll County 
Commonwealth's Attorney 
John A6Finan to seek the death 
penalty for Mahoney. 

I 
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Army town used.. to tragedy searches'for 'cour'age; 

l= 

By•Sarah Stur=6 
Post staff reporter 

RADCLIFF — Green fatigues 
are . more common than' blue 
jeans in this hardened military, 
town at the gates of Fort Knox:, 
On Monday,. residents closed. 

ranks to mourn the 27' people 
kiiled• in the fiery. weekend bus 
crash on Interstate 71. 

The gigantic American flag 
at Tom Linker's Chevrolet deal-
ers.hip flapped slowly .at 
half-staff, barely clearing car 
tops on the lot. 

Farther down'Dixie Highway; 
Radcliff's main thoroughfare; 
.customers .in the mini.-Mart 

spare, change into. a 
plastic jar to help famlliel 'of 
the dead. 

Elsewhere, town activities 
ground to a halt. 
The North Hardin' High 

School band banquet was post' 
poned a week. Tonight's aca= 
demic awards ceremony also. 
was called off. 

And next week, members of 
the senior class at the 1,800-stu-

•dent' North-Hardin;,High will-
graduate. without one, class 
member. 

Senior Richard .Cohn died in 
the crash.- Two other 'school 
mates, Anthony Marks -and 
Joshua Conyers, both freshmen; 
also were killed. 
The 'head-on ..collision 

claimed the lives of 13 °eighth- , 
graders, one seventh-grader and 
two sixth-graders from Radcliff 
Middle School, officials said. 
Two students from the James T. . 

Please see RADCLIFF, 5K 

Radcliff 
From Page 1K• 

Alton Middle School and 'two 
students from Meadowview Ele-
mentary also were among the 
dead. 

• Also killed in the crash were 
the foul adult supervisors on 
the trip. Three of the adults 
were .employed by the church: 
John Pearman,.assistant pastor; 
Chuck. Kytta, youth pastor; and 

• Joy Williams, assistant pianist. 
• 'Mrs. Williams' two daughters 
Lwere also killed. 

' 
"This is-a• community in 

,which tragic situations area re-
ality," said North Hardin High 
School principal Ray, Story. "It 
is a military community where 

i heartach'e is not unheard of. 
But this, this massive commu-
nity heartache, doesn't compare 
to anything we've had before. 
This is a test of our faith." 

At Radcliff schools, the day 
began with a moment of silence 
for each of the .three students 
killed from the high school and • 
a roll call of those injured. 

At the middle school, princi-
pal Charlie Jones said the 
school staff had armed itself for 
dealing with the aftermath of 
guilt and grief —bringing in 10 
counselors to help the three 
regular counselors. Additional 
counselors also were at the high 
school. 

"I'm glad I. didn't go, but I 
also feel some guilt, "said Anita 
Ardisson, 14, an eighth,grader 
at the middle, school. "Maybe 
• -they wouldn't have been killed 
if - I had been there to throw 
them off." 

Seventh-grader Tiffany Ben-
nett said of her friend Cynthia 
Atherton: "We were going to do 
a lot of things this summer and 
now we won't be able to. She 
won't be here to have fun." 

bvai -urn-- •N•_•"_ _T'--J mod„_.- F.."•%-,. •-_ s .ss-_•.Fn-"• . 



A flag is raised to half staff in memory of bus crash victims outside Radcliff Middle School. 
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1pngs open tomorrow 
on Carrollton bus crash 
By GIDEON Gil. 
Staff Writer 

Drunken driving and school-bus safety 
will share the spotlight during hearings on 
the Carrollton bus crash that begin tomor-
row in Louisville before the National Trans-
portation Safety Board. 
The board has developed a list of six is-

sues to be covered during the three days of 
public hearings, said spokesman Alan Pol-
lock, and five involve drunken driving The 
sixth concerns bus safety. 

But Pollock said the list does not neces-
sarily reflect the amount of time that will 
be devoted to each subject. 
The safety board asked the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration to 
provide authorities to testify on both topics, 
said spokeswoman Betsy Tyson. The traffic-
safety administration is sending the director 
of its drunken-driving program and the di-
rector of its office of vehicle-safety stan-. 
dards, she said. 
For the national group Mothers Against 

Drunk Driving, however, drunken driving is 
the key issue. The group has scheduled a 
news conference tomorrow to emphasize 
the role of alleged drunken driving in the 

N Ex-employee says Ford delayed on 
use of plastic fuel tanks. Page B 4. 

accident and to launch a campaign to 
strengthen drunken-driving laws in all 50 
states. 

"Despite any claims of safety standards, it 
wouldn't have happened if a drunk driver 
hadn't hit the bus," said Vicki Smith, a 
MADD spokeswoman. 
Twenty-seven people died May 14 when a 

pickup driver, who police say was drunk, 
slammed into a Radcliff First Assembly of 
God church bus while going the wrong way 
on Interstate 71. If the driver is convicted of 
drunken driving, it will be the worst drunk-
en-driving accident in. US. history, accord-
ing to the safety board and MADD. 

Pollock said witnesses at the • hearing will 
testify and answer questions about five as-
pects *of drunken driving: the. performance 
and capabilities of drivers under the influ-
ence of alcohol; the extent of the drunken-
driving problem; the effectiveness of alco-
hol education and treatment programs; .the 
adequacy of sanctions imposed by Ken 

See BUS HEARINGS 
Back page, col. 2, this section 
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'Bus hearings open tomorrow 
Continued from Page.One 

tucky's courts on drunken-driving 
offenders; and the development of. 
effective alcohol countermeasure 
programs, such as jail terms, fines 
and license revocation. 
The accident also has raised ques-

tions about bus safety, because all 
67 passengers on the Assembly of 
God bus survived the. Impact. The 
victims died when the bus's gas tank 
was punctured, causing a fire that 
quickly engulfed the vehicle. The 
fire blocked the front door, leaving 
the rear emergency door as the only 
escape route. 

Pollock said the safety board has 
invited witnesses to discuss the need 
for tighter safety standards for 
school buses. The safety issues to be 
discussed include emergency exits; 
the upgrading of buses built before 
April 1977, when :stricter federal 
safety rules became effective; the 
flammability of seats; and the'place-
ment and protection of the fuel 
tank. 
The safety board will not disclose 

the identity of the witnesses until 
just before . the hearing, Pollock 
said. But he said about 20 speakers 
have been invited, including wit- 
nesses -to the accident, bus-design 
experts, government officials and 
authorities on drunken .driving. 

Survivors of the accident prob-
ably will not testify, Pollock said, 
because the agency doesn't want to 
traumatize them unnecessarily. 
Safety board investigators already 
have Interviewed some of them. 

The initial phase of the board's 
inquiry into the crash involved 
more than a half-dozen investigators 
who visited Kentucky, Pollock said. 
The hearing will delve deeper 

into issues explored during the field 
investigation, and the board will 
draft a report on the probable 
causes of the crash and will make 
recommendations for avoiding simi-
lar accidents. The recommendations 
could be directed to federal, state 
and local officials, as well as bus 
manufacturers, but the safety board 
has no power to require that any of 
them be implemented. 

Pollock said the draft probably 
will come before the full board ear-
ly next year. ' 
The hearings, which are open to 

the public, will begin at 9 a.m. to-
morrow, Wednesday and Thursday 
in the grand ballroom of the Holi-
day Inn on Hurstbourne Lane at In-
terstate 64. 
A board of inquiry, composed of 

safety board chairman Jim Burnett; 
Bernard Loeb, deputy director of 
the agency's accident investigation 
bureau; and Jay Golden, chief of 
thesafety board's Atlanta regional 
office, will preside over the hear-
ings. Claude Harris, chief of the 
highway accident division of the Bu-
reau of Accident Investigation, will 
be the hearing officer. 

In, addition, a panel of safety 
board technical experts and repre-
sentatives of the traffic-safety ad-
ministration, the Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet, Radcliff First As-
sembly of God and Ford Motor Co., 
which manufactured the chassis of 
the church bus, will question wit-
nesses. 

Smith, the MADD spokeswoman, 
said that at tomorrow's press confer-
ence, her group will announce a leg-
islative package placing top priority 
on immediate suspension of suspect-
ed drunken drivers' licenses on ar-
rest. 
She said 23 states, but not Ken-

tucky, have laws calling for license 
suspension. 
The group also will push for laws 

requiring drunken-driving-education 
programs to be funded by offenders' 
fines; mandatory drug and alcohol 
testing of all drivers involved in 
crashes where someone dies or suf-
fers serious injuries; lowering the 
limit of alcohol allowed in the blood 
of drivers; establishing sobriety 
checkpoints on the roads; and con-
fiscating license plates of people 
driving with suspended licenses. 

Speakers at the news conference 
will include Wayne Cox, 14, one of 
the survivors of the Carrollton 
crash; Karolyn Nunnallee, mother 
of accident victim Patricia Nunnal-
lee, 10; and Paul Richwalsky,.the as-
sistant state attorney general pros-
ecuting Larry Mahoney, who was 
driving the pickup that hit the bus, 
,,m 27 counts of murder. 
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By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor  

Individual jury selection .got un-
derway this morning in Carrollton 
in the trial of Larry. Wayne 
Mahoney who is charged with 27 
counts of murder in connection 
with the. 1988 bus crash near Car-
rollton. 

Attorneys in the case questioned 
prospective jurors at length on is-
sues ranging from pre-trial 
publicity to bus safety as well as 
drunk driving and the effects the 
'tragedy. has had on their personal 
lives and community. 
Mahoney, 36, of rural Owen 

County, is charged with 82 total 
counts, including 27 counts of 
murder, 12 counts of first-degree 
assault, 42 counts of fast-degree 
wanton endangerment, and -one 
count' of driving under the in-
fluence. 

In detailed interviews conducted 
this morning, attorneys were given 
a better idea of how the case has af-
fected the fives of many of the 
people who may serve as jurors in 
the trial. 
One man said he thought 

Mahoney has suffered enough and 
he couldn't convict him of any-
thipg, while one woman said she 
becomes emotional every time she 
thinks about the case. Both jurors 
were excused from hearing the 
case... 

According to the man, the 
amount of pre-trial - publicity as 
well as the ordeal Mahoney has 
gone through since his arrest in 
May 1988 has led him to believe 
the defendant has "suffered 
enough." . 

"I can't sit back and judge' this. 
man over here for what's happened 
over a year ago," said the prospec-
tive juror. "He's got to live with 
that." 
The juror, as well as other jurors 

interviewed this morning, was as-
ked if- he, could set aside.. his 
feelings and base a decision in the 
case on the evidence that will be 
presented. While some jurors said 

See: TRIAL 
Back Page, Column 4 
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Continued from Page 1,, 
they could, the man who was ex-
cused said it "would probably be a 
Mexican standoff. I said I really 
couldn't convict him." 
A total of eight prospective 

jurors were interviewed by ap-
proximately 11:30 this morning. 
Six of the jurors were excused for 
cause while two others were kept to 
potentially hear the trial. 

Another juror who was excused 
from service told the attorneys that 
she has had emotional thoughts for 
some time due to the fact that she 
has grandchildren similar to the 
victims' ages. 
"When children are. involved, I 

get too involved and get too emo-
tional," she said. 

Special Prosecutor Paul Rich- 
walsky noted that the children who 
died in the crash ranged from the 
youngest being 10 years old to the 
oldest being 19. He asked the 
woman if she could hear the case 
knowing that victims' family mem-
bers were in the same courtroom 
witnessing..the proceedings. 
"The people; if I see them, I 

don't know how I could take it," 
she said. 

Meanwhile, Carroll 'Circuit 
Judge Charles Satterwhite ruled to 
keep two of the prospective. jurors 
interviewed over. motions by the 
defense -.that>:they, -should be ex— 
cused- - -.- •— . '. ; ≥ -1: 

6nei of ift) jurors :worked with:,', 
Mahoney at M&T-Chemical Com-
pany and had a family member who 
responded to the accident scene. 
The juror was questioned for 

about 40 minutes and told the judge 
and attorneys he could listen to the 
evidence and base his decision on 
what was presented in court. 
The juror was also 'kept even 

though he told the judge and attor-
neys that he didn't think people 
should drink and drive. However, 
he said the most negative aspect of 
the case to him was coverage of the 
tragedy by members of the media. 

State Police claim Mahoney's 
blood-alcohol level was 0.24 per-
cent at the time of the crash — al-
most 21/2 times the level considered 

too drunk to drive in Kentucky. 
When asked what effect the 

crash had had on the community, 
the juror said, "It's a sad situation 
all the way around." When refer-
ring to the media coverage of the ` 
tragedy, the juror said, 'This news 
media to me is a lot of- gossip. 
They've run everything into the 
ground. This news inedia has a ten-
dency to override things." 

Asked if they could consider sen-
tencing Mahoney to up to life in 
prison if convicted or if they could 
let him go free if evidence proves 
him innocent, most of the jurors in-
terviewed -" today  said they could 
consider both situations. 

Several of the jurors said they 
could live with the idea that any 
verdict in the case could possibly 
be looked'on unfavorably by one or . 
more of the parties involved. 
One than who works at M&T 

with Mahoney said he could deal 
with any pressures applied by •fel-
low workers concerning his deci-
sion in the case. "Some people 
would say it's too hard a punish-
ment; some would say it's not-hard 

i 

enough," the man said. "I think 
that's the same way. countywide, -
ihe same way statewide, the same 
way nationwide, and the same_ way 
worldwide." 
One juroi said he has family 

members who have talked with 
Mahoney and his family members 
about the case. He said they told' 
him Mahoney "didn't think he was 
drinking that much or too mach to 
drive." 

At one point during the inter-
views this morning, Satterwhite 
admonished the attorneys for taking 
too long on interview questions that 
could have been dealt with in group 
interviews or on the expanded 
questionnaire each of. the prospec-
tive jurors responded to. He' told 
them if they persisted spending so 
much time to those'areas he would 
be forced to set a time ;limit on the 
individual interviews. 

Jury selection is _ scheduled . to 
continue through at least Thursday 
or until a pool of 31 jurors remains 
from the 134 prospective jurors left 
following last week's group inter-
views. : 



Open 12-pack found .in truck 

no. 

By Jeanne Houck 
Kentucky Post staff reporter  

CXR•R.OLL• T.ON —' Rescue 
`workers found a cold, 12-pack of 
beer in Larry Mahoney's pickup 
truck after he collided head-on 
with a church bus, court testi-
mony revealed Wednesday. 

Tommy Webb, a Campbells-
burg emergency medical tech-
nician, testified in Carroll 
County. District Court that he 
found an open package of Mill-
er Lite while administering aid 
to Mahoney. 

Webb said the only thing he 
heard Mahoney say was: "Gotta 

wake up. Gotta wake up." 
Webb'was one of four prose-

cution witnesses during' a. com-
bination preliminary hearing ' 
and bond review for, Mahoney, a 
34-year-old chemical plant 
worker from Carroll County. 
Mahoney is charged with 27 
counts of murder, one for each 
of the 24 children and three 
adults who died when the bus 
burst into flames. 

Carroll County District Court 
Judge Stan Billingsley ordered 
the case bound over to the 
grand jury, which meets June 6. 
He also denied a defense mo-
tion to set bond for Mahoney. 
The judge ordered Mahoney. 

returned to the psychiatric- unit 
at the LaGrange Reformatory. 
Mahoney was taken to the cen-
ter last Friday, where he is un-
dergoing evaluation of his 
mental condition and compe-
tence to stand trial. 

Billingsley based his decision 
on bond on a rule of criminal 
procedure that says a defendant 
may be held if the death penal-
ty is a possible punishment and 
evidence of guilt is strong. The 
judge emphasized that the 
standard of proof in a hearing 
is far less than that necessary 
for conviction at trial, which is 
"beyond a reasonable doubt." 

Defense attorney William 
Summers argued unsuccessfully 
that the prosecution .must spec-. 

Please see MAHONEY, 2K 
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ify plans to seek the death pen-
alty for the judge to deny bond. 

Special prosecutor Paul 
Richwalsky, an assistant attor-
ney general, said authorities 
have not decided whether to 
seek the death penalty. State 
law says they do not have to 
announce that decision until 
sometime prior to trial. 

Richwalsky said after the 
court session that he needs time 
to investigate the wreck and 
study the law before he can an-
nounce any decision on the 
death penalty. 

"We're being as totally objec-
tive as we can," he said. "We're 
being really as open as we can 
in attempting to explore every 
possibility. 

"That decision, whether or 
not to specifically seek the 
death penalty, is going to be 
made by the attorney general 
and his staff and the state po-
lice and not by defense counsel, 
and not by anybody saying the 
death penalty doesn't apply." 

Richwalsky was appointed to 
prosecute the case after Carroll 
.County Commonwealth Attor-
ney John Ackman suffered a 
heart attack last week. Ackman 
announced after the fatal 
wreck that he would seek the 
death penalty against Mahoney. 
Ackman was discharged 

from St. Elizabeth Medical Cen-
ter South Wednesday, according 
to a hospital spokesman. He 
could not be reached for com-
ment. 

Richwalsky said Attorney-
General Fred Cowan has he 
would discuss whether Ackman 
wanted to resume prosecution 
of the case when he got out of 
the hospital. 

"It was left operi-ended," said 
Richwalsky, noting that he 
hasn't spoken to Ackman. 

State police say Mahoney was 
driving in the wrong direction 
on southbound Interstate. 71 

when his pickup truck plowed 
head-on into a bus from the 
First Assembly of God churph-
in Radcliff. The bus was carry= 
ing &7 people, mostly teen-agers.,., 

Kentucky State Police 
Trooper Don Mullikin, a five-
year veteran,, testified Wednes= 
day that he was shocked ,'by' -, 
what he found at the scene. , 

There were "people lying ,ev,- 
erywhere," he said. 

Fire officials were fighting.• 
the blaze in the bus and meth«: 
cal personnel were attempting 
to assist the injured, Mullikin 
said. 

"I was basically numbr.,I•. 
couldn't believe what I saw." - 

Mullikin testified that the',' 
right side of the church bus and 
the right side of Mahoney's• 
pickup truck were heavily dath-
aged. .4.: . 

He said Mahoney was lyfnk, 
on the ground. "I just bent over 
to look at the subject and. ,.-,-.-
and I could smell alcohol on -the. 
subject," he said. 

Trooper John Thorpe tes,ti-;• 
fied that other motorists drivr-
ing in the southbound lane,.of; 
Interstate 71 that night said,•a, 
vehicle passed them going' ,in: 
the wrong direction. Thorpe. 
said two -truck drivers and-,.a 
third vehicle, occupied by a cou-
ple, dodged the vehicle. 

The couple told police they 
watched the vehicle in their 
rear-view mirror and then saw. 
an explosion,'Thorpe said. 

Under cross-examination by-
Summers, Trooper Mullikin. 
said he didn't see whether M'a-.' 
honey was alone in his pickup 
truck or whether he was driv-
ing. 

But Webb, the emergezicy.-
medical technician, said he was; 
the first person to assist Maho 
ney. He said Mahoney was alone, 
and in . the driver's seat. -,He.,' 
found the beer when he moved-
the. dashboard away from Mg 
honey. 

There was "no way cOV604 
could have gotten oui' *f 17V 
vehicle from that side, hu *09"id. 
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By DEBBIE WRIGHT 
Editor 

Concerned Citizens for Better 
life, the group petitioning  for the 
wet/dry election, anticipate little 
problem in getting enough 
signatures for a local option 
election. 
About 60 members of the group 

met last Thursday night at a 

At the polls 

Precinct, year yes 

By drink, 520 

no 

507 

Ghent; --1979 

wet, 200 141 

Carrollton; 1973 s_ 

alcohol by drink, 500 563 

shelter house at Gen. Butler State 
Resort Park to hear comments 
from the Temprance League and 
set July 11 as their date to have 
collected not just the 509 needed 
signatures---but 60 percent of the 
total number of registered voters 
in the county. 
According to Temprance League 

officials, 60 percent of the total 
voting population would almost 
guarantee the county would be 
voted dry. 
The Rev. Walter House, former 

director of the League, explained 
strategies with the group which 
opened and closed their meeting 
with prayer for guidance in 
petitioning the citizens of the 
county to say "yes" for an 
election. 
The Rev. House said the group 

must believe President Abraham 
Lincoln's quote that "alcohol has 
many defenders but no defense," 
and must realize there will be 

Group will 
r 

count names 
next Monday , 

a 

Continued from page one 

County will mean 3,800 
signatures, but only 25 percent of 
the number voting in the last. 
general election are needed to put 
the issue before the voters. 
Group members expect to meet 

the 509 goal easily and will file 
their petition by July 29 in hopes 
of a .Sept. 2'8 election---possibly 
the first election in Kentucky after 
new election reform laws are 
passed. 

The group will meet Monday, 
July 11, at 8 p.m. at Faith 
Community Baptist Church on 
Highland Avenue. 

However, the county's 37 
establishments which can sell 
alcohol say they may also join 
together to keep the county wit. 
Greg Ray, Carrollton night club 

owner, said he had been in touch 
with local distributors and 
businesspeople who are awaiting 
national statistics before having 

strong opposition. 
Trudy Mahoney, spokesperson 

for the group, said she does not 
think the petitioning and election 
will be violent like others believe. 
"To me it's a matter of choice 

and the freedom to vote on the 
issue," she said. 
An executive committeeman for 

the group said other members of 
the group want to have their 
names excluded and Mahoney to 
be their spokesperson so they can 
show a community effort and also 
to protect private citizens against 
any violence. 
However, Mahoney petitioned 

last year against extending hours 
at liquor by the drink 
establishments to 2 a.m. and does 
not believe there will be violence. 
"There was none last year," she 
said.. 
Sixty percent of the 5,500 

registered to vote in Carroll 

Please see GROUP, page 18 

their first meeting---he doesn't 
expect to have a meeting before 

tonight. 
In an earlier interview, Ray said 

education .has been the key to 
increased awareness about the 
hazards of drinking. and driving, 
and already Carrollton's midnight 
cutoff for selling liquor poses 
many threats--=especially since 
alcohol is available in Madison, 
Ind., until 3 a.m. (4 a.m. 

Kentucky time). 
He said 'stopping the sale of 

alcohol in Carrollton will only 
cause more drinking and driving. 
The May 14 bus crash has been 

cited as the tragedy which could 
possibly vote the county dry---if 
so, it will be three years before 
another election can be held. 
However, if voters are in favor of a 
wet county, the entire county will 
be wet, including those districts 
now dry, since the election is 
county-wide. 
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school buses Wednesday during a probe 
of the May 14 bus tragedy near Carroll-
ton. 

Rep. Thomas -Luken, D-Cincinnati, 
has scheduled two fire safety experts to 
testify, at the hearing. 

National Highway Traffic - Safety  
Administration Administrator Diane 
K. Steed -will respond to allegations 
that the 1972 safety administration 
flammability standard is not adequate, 
said Ben Cohen, staff counsel for the 
transportation, tourism and hazardous 
materials subcommittee. 

Twenty seven people died when the 
church bus. exploded in flames on In-

The Kentucky Post, Tuesday, August.9, 1988 . 51 

Bus crash probe . looks -at flammability mark 
By Adam Condo 
Kentucky Post Washington Bureau 

terstate 71. 

Another fire safety •expert slated to 
WASHINGTON •— A House subcom- testify, Gus Sarkos, of the Federal Avi-

mittee will question the adequacy of a ation Administration technical center 
16-year-old flammability .standard for • in Atlantic City, N.J., said the aviation 

administration flammability standard 
on seat cushions is more stringent 
than standards for highway traffic. 

The highway safety administration 
standard, established, in 1972,, applies to 
all newly manufactured vehicles, in-
cluding school buses. There is no sepa-
rate standard for buses.' 7 

.Sarkos refused to speculate on 
whether more stringentt'standards 
would have saved lives in the May 14 
Kentucky church bus tragedy. 

But the fire resistant seats required 
by the FAA can delay the rapid spread 
of a localized fire, said Sarkos. 

Those FAA standards were a direct 

outcome of the fiery deaths aboard the 
Air Canada jetliner that exploded in 
flames at Greater Cincinnati Interna-
tional in 1983. 

A spokesman for the highway safety 
administration conceded that his 
agency's flammability standards are 
not as stringent as the aviation admin-
istration's. 

The same. individual noted that the 
Kentucky church ,bus accident has 
caused the highway safety administra-
tion to review those standards to see if 
they need to be. improved. 
,Also testifying-Wednesday will be Dr. 

Jack Snell, 'director of the. center for 
fire research for the National Bureau 
of Standards. 

Cohen said that Snell has been 
asked to testify because the standards 
bureau has performed flammability 
tests on buses, including a transit bus 

owned by the Washington, D.C., Metro-
politan Transit Authority. 

The standards bureau • ignited the. 
bus in 1975. That test caused the transit 
operator to upgrade its own flammabil-
ity standards, .said Cohen. 

Luken will also hear testimony from 
James and Karolyn Nunnallee of Rad-
cliff, parents of Patricia, 10, who died 
in the accident. 
The Nunnallees have refused a 

$700,000 settlement from Ford Motor 
Co: Instead, the family has requested 
that Ford take action of "make the 
buses- safer." . 

"That money will never bring my 
daughter back. It's hard to turn down 
that amount of money, but If one other 
child was killed in an . unsafe bus, we 
could not live with ourselves," said Mrs. 
Nunnallee in a telephone interview 
from her home. 

;Carroll group-succeeds in getti `o.0 

ewe#/dry, issue.on'Optober-bal lot '7' 
A Carroll'County group presented 

a.peEition with 1076 signatures to the 
Carroll County Clerk on Monday 

auhich calls for a vote on banning 

liquor sales in the county. 
• The group, which calls itself 

Concerned Citizens for Better Life, 

gathered more than twice the 509 
signatures needed to call the special 

election. Bob Searcy is the group's 
cbairman. He said' the petition calls 
for a special election to be held on 

October 4th. 
In 1985 a vote in the city of 

Carrollton that allowed businesses to 

served mixed drinks was passed'by. 

just 13 votes, 520 to 507. This time 
with the whole county voting, the 
outcome may be different. However, 

even if the - dry forces prevail in 

October,alcohol sales could still be 

allowed in Carrollton proper because 
it is a fourth-class city, according to a 
spokesman for the Attorney General. 

Dry forces in Carroll County are 

saying that the fiery May 14th church 
bus crash on I-71 in Carroll County 

which killed 27 persons has "woken 
people up" to problems caused by 

alcohol. Larry Mahoney, 25, of Owen 
County, whose pickup truck ran into 

the • bus, was driving under the 
influence of alcohol, according to the 

police report. 

Bob Rice, who owns the Carrollton 
Inn, has organized a citizens' group 

called Citizens for Controlled Sales of 
Alcoholic Beverages that will work to 

defeat the push to make Carroll 
County dry. Rice said a dry vote 

would only hurt the businesses in the 

- county and do•nothing to stop drunk 
driving. He added a dry vote would 

put more drunk drivers on the road 
because of the distances they would 

have to travel to buy liquor. 

Tom Handorf, whose businesses in 
Warsaw sell beer, wine, and distilled 

spirits, does not like the prospect of a 
dry Carroll County despite the fact 
that it would mean more sales 
for him. 

"We live in a free country where 

people should be able to make their 
own decisions about . what kind of 
lifestyle they wish to pursue," said 

Handorf. "Besides, if a vocal group 
can do something like that in Carroll 

County, next they will be trying to 

push through similar legislation in 

Gallatin County." 
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By BILL WERONKA I i "• 
Staff Writer 

Access to j0 ury selecteon to be limited 
in Mahoney trial, Carroll judge rules C/ 
CARROLLTON, Ky. — Public and media 

access to jury selection in the trial of Larry 
Mahoney will be restricted to protect the 
privacy of the would-be jurors and enhance 
their openness to questions, a Carroll Coun-
ty judge ruled yesterday. 
Over the objections of attorneys for The 

Courier-Journal, the Kentucky Post and 
WAVE-TV, Carroll Circuit Judge Charles 
Satterwhite granted a defense motion to re-
strict access during questioning of individ-

ual jurors. The motion was made with the 
agreement of the special prosecutor, Assis-
tant Attorney General Paul Richwalsky Jr. 
Jon Fleischaker, who represented The 

Courier-Journal and WAVE-TV, said no de-
cision on an appeal has been made. Jury 
selection is scheduled to begin tomorrow. 

Satterwhite said he believes the facts are 
sufficient to support closing jury selection to 
the public and media altogether. But he de-
cided to "consider other alternatives," using 
a 1984 U. S. Supreme Court decision as the 
basis for his ruling. 

Satterwhite quoted Justice Thurgood Mar-

shall, who concurred in the ruling to allow 
public and media access with narrow limita-
tions. 
As part of his opinion, Marshall said that 

if closing the jury-selection process was nec-
essary to ensure a fair and impartial trial, a 
transcript showing the substance of the pro-
spective jurors' responses should be pro-
vided to the media. 
The method of providing that transcript 

in the Mahoney trial is something Flei-

Access to jury selection to be limited 
Continued from Page B 1 

schaker said he has not encoun-
tered. 
When the prospective jurors are 

questioned as a group — a pool of 
300 has been called — the court-
room will be open to the public and 
media. But when the prospective ju-
rors are questioned individually, the 
courtroom will be closed — with the 
questions and answers broadcast to 
a media room in the courthouse so 
reporters can hear the process. 

Satterwhite also ruled that pro-
spective jurors will not be called by 
name, but referred to by number. 
"This way the jurors can retain 
their anonymity, but the meat will 
be provided." 

Satterwhite said the process 
should help the jurors respond more 
candidly and help the selection pro-
cess. He noted that Carroll County is 
a "small community where every-
body knows everybody's businesses 
and business." 

"This will make it less likely that 
someone will give incomplete, if not 
inaccurate, information," he said. 
He said the high-profile case, in 

which Mahoney is charged with 27 
counts of murder in connection with 
the May 14, 1988, bus crash near 
Carrollton, has created much public-
ity and forced a heated wet-dry vote 
in the county. 

"I don't think someone will give 
his opinion about the wet-dry elec-
tion easily in an open environment," 
Satterwhite said. "They are more 

likely to admit information about 
themselves or a family member in a 
private environment." 

Mahoney's attorney, William Sum-
mers, based his motion on that con-
tention, and offered an expert wit-
ness, clinical psychologist John C. 
Johnson of Friday Harbor, Wash. 
Johnson testified that, based on in-
terviews he has conducted with ju-
rors, a private environment en-
hances openness. 

Ironically, Fletschaker based his 
objection on the same 1984 Supreme 
Court decision that Satterwhite used 
to justify his decision. The decision, 
based on a rape-murder trial in Riv-
erside, Calif., allowed would-be ju-
rors to request privacy if answering 
a particular question in public both-
ered them. Fletschaker argued that 
those parameters should be enough 
to satisfy the qualms of the defense, 
but Satterwhite took a different 
view. 

In other developments yesterday, 
Richwalsky dismissed two of the 85 
charges against Mahoney. Both 
were charges of wanton endanger-
ment. 

In one case, a survivor of the 
crash, Greg Burlem, has moved out' 
of state, and Richwalsky said Bur-
lem's mother felt it would not be 
beneficial for him to testify. In the 
other case, Laura Batts, who was 
driving a car involved in the acci-
dent, has moved to Boston and 
would find it inconvenient to attend 
the trial, Richwalsky said. 

See ACCESS 
PAGE 7, col. 1, this section 
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I By CHARLES WOLFE 
' Associated Press Writer 

. RADCLIFF', K . The names of 
the dead were known less than a day 
after a fiery bus crash killed 27 
people, but official confirmation of 
the deaths "just brought it fresh 
.again" to the victims' families, a 

minister says. 
Hearses began removing the 

bodies Tuesday afternoon from a 
National Guard armory in 
Carrollton, 100 miles northeast of 
here, that served as a morgue. 
There was "a lot of grief" inside 

Radcliff First Assembly of God 

church, where most of the victims' 
families gathered Tuesday morning 
to be told that the last of the burned 
bodies had been identified, said the 
Rev. Dan Mattingly, minister of 
Christian education at the church, 
which owned the bus. 
"Some began to break out in tears 

and grief," Mattingly said. "They 
pretty well knew it, but to actually 
hear it once and for all, one time, 100 
percent sure on the confirmations, it 
just hit again. It just brought it fresh 
again in their hearts." 
The city of Radcliff scheduled a 

memorial service for Thursday 
evening at a high school football 
field. 
Meanwhile, offers of money and 

donations of time have poured in for 
survivors and their families, 
hospital officials said. 
Scores of people have called 

Humana Hospital-University of 
Louisville, 30 miles northeast of 
Radcliff, offering food, babysitting,. 
and even rooms in their homes to 
families of hospitalized victims, said 
spokeswoman Taylor Rice. 

Callers wishing to donate cash are 
being referred to one of four funds 
set up, to aid the victims and their 
families, she said. 
One survivor, 14-year-old David 

Walliser, offered thanks from his 
bed at Kosair Children's Hospital. 
"Thanks to all the doctors, :thanks 

to all the nurses, thanks to everyone 
who cares. Thanks for all the love 
and thanks for all the prayers," he 
said through his mother, 
The bus collided head-on Saturday 

night with a pickup truck being 
driven north in the southbound lanes 
of Interstate 71 near Carrollton. The 
fuel tank on the bus ruptured and' 
burst into flames, authorities said. 
The bus was returning from a day 

at an amusement park north of'Cin-
cinnati. Autopsies showed the 27 
died of smoke inhalation. 
Fourteen of the bus riders 

remained hospitalized today with 
burns, including eight in critical con-

again' 
dition. 
Local, state and federal 

authorities were continuing the in-
vestigation, but few details of their 
work were released. State Police 
Capt. Neal Brittain said in-
vestigators believed they knew how 
the pickup truck driver, Larry W. 
Mahoney, came to be driving on the 
wrong side of I-71, but would not 
elaborate. 
Mahoney, 34, of Worthville was 

charged Monday with 27 counts of 
murder. Tests showed his blood con-
tained nearly 21/2 times the amount 
of alcohol needed to be declared in-
toxicated, authorities said. He was 
in fair condition at the prison unit of 
Humana Hospital-University of 
Louisville, Ms. Rice said. 
The first victim to be taken from 

the armory Tuesday was April Mills, 
14, daughter of an Army sergeant, 
who was to be buried in Fernandina 
Beach, Fla. Another victim was to 
be buried in Tyler, Texas. The 
process continued throughout the af-
ternoon. 
At least eight were to be buried in 

this town of 14,000 people. 
Here is the list of victims, with 

ages and hometowns, from the bus-
truck crash on Interstate 71 in 
Carroll County that killed 27 people 
Saturday night: 

1. Jennifer Arnett, 13, Radcliff. 
2. Cynthia Anne Atherton, 13, Radcliff. 
3. Sandra Brewer, I2, Radcliff. 
4. Joshua Conyers, 14, vine Grove. 
5. Mary Calheryn Daniels, 14, Radcliff. 
6. Julie A. Earnest, 12, Radcliff. 
7. Kashawn Etheredge, 14, Radcliff. 
8. Shannon Rae Fair, 14, Radcliff. 
9. Dwaillea Dawn Fischel, 12, Radcliff. 
10. Richard Keith Gohn,19, Vine G rove. 
11. Lori Kathleen Holzer. 11, Radcliff. 
12. Charles John Kytta, 34, Elizabethtown. 
13. Anthony Marks, 15. Radcliff. 
14. April Mills, 14, Radcliff. 
15. Phillip Morgan. 13, Radcliff. 
16. Tina M. Musta in, 14, Radcliff. 
17. William Joseph Nichols J r., 17, Fort Knox. 
18. Patricia Susan Nunnalle, 10. Radcliff. 
19. John Pearman, 36, Radcliff. 
20, Emily Thompson, 13, Vine Grove. 
21. Crystal Uhey,11, Radcliff. 
22. Denise E. Voglund,13, Radcliff. 
23. Amy Christine Wheelock,'14, Radcliff,, 
24. Kristen J. Williams, 14, Radcliff. 
25. Robin J. Williams, 10, Radcliff. 
26.-Marilyn Joy Williams, 35, Radcliff. 
27. Chad Witt, 14, Radcliff. 
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Atto"rri e•s areready for second 
Thase .of jury selection in trial 
By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentuckv News Editor  

After three days of group inter-
views with prospective jurors, at-
torneys in the trial of Larry 
Mahoney are now ready to go into 
the second phase of jury selection, 
beginning next week. 

Mahoney, 36, of rural Owen 
County, is charged with 27 counts 
of murder in connection with an al-
leged drunk driving accident which 
involved his pickup truck and a 
Radcliff church bus. 

State police claim Mahoney was 
drunk when he crashed his 1987 
Toyota pickup into a bus owned by 
the First Assembly of God Church. 
The accident occurred when 

Mahoney hit the bus head-on while 
traveling north in the southbound 
lane of Interstate 71 just south of 
Carrollton. The bus became engul-
fed in flames when its fuel tank ex-
ploded, sending a ball of fire back 
into the passenger compartment 
and killing 24 children and three 

adults who succumbed to smoke 
inhalation. 

Carroll Circuit Court Judge 
Charles F. Satterwhite will allow at-
torneys for the prosecution and 
defense to begin detailed interviews 
of the 134 prospective jurors left in 
the case at 9 a.m. Monday. 
The session will be closed to the 

public except for a live audio feed 

to a room where media will be 
located. 

The judge said Thursday the in-
terviews will end when a group of 
31 jurors ii selected. He said the 
defense will then be allowed 10 
peremptory strikes and the prosecu-
tion six. 

Satterwhite had anticipated keep-
ing 15 jurors to hear the trial, which 

is expected to last from six weeks 
to two months, and later narrow the 
panel down to 12 for deliberations. 

However, attorneys for both 
sides of the case said Friday jury 
selection may take longer than 
Wednesday and more jurors may 
need to be retained to hear the case. 

"Anything is possible," said 
DJahoney Attorney William Sum-
mers of the trial's timetable. "I'm 
not quite as optimistic, especially 
after this morning. What we're 
going to do is just start and finish 
very honestly when we get 
whatever number he (Satterwhite) 
wants. We may increase die alter-
nates." 

"I share the same feelings as 
Bill," said special prosecutor Paul 
Richwalsky, who is an assistant to 
state Attorney General Fred 
Cowan. "I wouldn't be optimistic 
about having  a jury by Wednesday. 
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.Fate took 
deadly turn 
for pastor 
By Paul Clark 
Post staff reporter 

Irofessionals. help Radcliff 
:work through: grief process 
'  Bq ChaAes Wolfe 
.: :Assn iatw Press wetter . 

RADCLIFF — The numbing 
Last November, Job,..- -, shock of a Ifery church bus 

Pearman was elected clerk ' ;. crash that killed 27 of their 
of the Hardin County sir- friends slowly has given way to  cult court after complet- the "normalgrieving -process" 

ing the unexpired term of, ̂: , for some of the children who 
a man killed in a violent ' .'_ served, a psychiatrist said. 
accident. "We'd rather see that than 

On Sat- a. complete withdrawment," said 

u r d a Pearma a;` LL Col. Fred Llewellyn, a psy-
y ' chlatrist who examined one of 

died in tli•z';;:the young survivors at Fort 

fiery bus-
died = Knox's Ireland Army Hospital. 

gash near.? Llewellyn said youths who 
Carrollton-?: 'give their grief free rein will be 
that also '+`• better off, adding he believed 
C 1 a i in e d- almost all were already at that 
the lives of_.;" =' pbInL 
26 others. The hospital's psychiatric 
` ' I t ' s- ; section was mobilized after the 

kind of a strange thing," crash Saturday night of the bus 
said Pearman's uncle, ~• • from Radcliff First Assembly of 
Kentucky State Sen. Virgil.. God church on Interstate 71. 
Pearman, D-Radcliff. 

"A good friend of our3; 
Dave Owsley, got killed in*... 
a traptor accident on the.:.. 
farm. John was appointed;,:: 
to take his place, and no*'.',,, 
we've had two circuit courta 
clerks killed in unusual='': 
accidents." 

John Pearman, assoet=..: 
ate pastor of the First Aft;-1 
sembly of God, was driving 
the church bus home from '_ 
an outing at Kings Island%, 
when a pickup truck` 
plowed into It on Inter-
state 71. Pearmah appar-
ently perished whlle• 
attempting to help chil-
dren off the bus_ 

His 13-year-old daugh-
ter, Christy, remains hos-
pitalized with serious 
burns. Pearman had two. 
other children, a son, 12, 
and a daughter, 7. 

"It's been very tough on. 
the family," Virgil Pear 
man said Monday. "They 
were very close. John .. 
spent most of his time 
working at the church: . 
school, and it's just a terrl 
ble, terrible thing." 

Sen. Pearman said the 
family was partially con' 
soled by his nephew's he-
roic actions aboard the-
bus. 

Seventeen of the 27 victims 
were spouses or children of Ar-
my personnel and five were de-
pendents of Fort Knox civilian 
employees, said Major John Ea-
gles. 

At least three people 'had 
been taken to the hospital's 
emergency room for psychiatric 
help, including a 13-year-old 
boy whom Llewellyn examined, 
he said. 

Llewellyn said doctors "want 
to distinguish normal grief 
from possible pathological or 
self-harmful ways of handling 
severe trauma" In such cases. 

"The child was In a normal 
grieving process. He was able to 
be In touch with his feelings 
and was able to express those 
feelings quite appropriately," 
Llewellyn said. 

Erica Jefferson said her 14-
year-old son, Mike, hospitalized 

School buses earn 
vote of confidence 
'By George Lecky 
Post staff reponta  

Glenn Btillock is the bus me-
...chanfc for Landmark Baptist 
Temple in Evendale and he gives 
the vehicles his highest seal of 
approval: 

"My kids ride every Sunday. = 
Bullock, father of three sons, 

said the 60 buses used by:the 
church must pass an annual in-
spection by the Ohio Highway Pa-
troL 

Landmark's 60 buses are older 
models manufactured in the 1970s 
and sold by school districts for 

-.between $1,700 and $2,500, he said. 
Bullock said Landmark's buses 

are not used for long trips such as 
the fateful Kings Island outing 
that ended in the deaths of 27 

=•-people aboard a church bus Sat-
urday in Kentucky. 
""As a rule we don't run on the 

expressway," Bullock said. 

Because the buses have older 
• ,engines, expressway driving could 
.: put strain on some of the vehicles, 
>:he said. 

in serious condition at Kosair 
Children's Hospital In Louis-
ville, has been told that his 
friends were killed. 

"Oh yes, and does he blame 
himself that he was trying to 
get out and couldn't help the 
others," Mrs. Jefferson said. "He 
says he hates to go back to sleep 
because all the time he sees 
that blaze in his sleep" 

The victims included the 
wife and two children of one of 
Fort Knox's highest-ranking, 
enlisted men, 1st Sgt. Lee Wil-
liams of the post's medical com-
pany-

"He has no one else," said 
Jean Grimes,. Joy Williams' 
twin. 

The task of comforting Wil-
liams and his wife's family fell 
to one of the senior non-com-
missioned officers under him. 

"A lot of the buses are geared 
for rural roads and (others). are 
geared for highways, according to 
where they come from," Bullock 
said. 

School officials contacted 
Monday agree on- the safety of 
school buses for travel, helped by 
annual and spot inspections by 
the highway patrol. Many school 
districts are converting to buses 
powered by less-explosive diesel 
fuel. 

Eric Campbell, of the Fairfield 
City School District, said state 
regulations prohibit school buses 
from going 100 miles beyond the 
state border. 

The district uses chartered 
buses for longer trips, such as one 
this summer when Fairfield band 
members will participate in a 
camp near Louisville, Ky. 

"Our experience has been 
(school buses) are the safest mode 
of transportation," said Dennis 
Devine, of the Forest Hills School 
District. 

Memory still --burns 
in survivor's heart 
By Sarah Sturmon 
Post staff reporter 

RADCLIFF — Allen Ten-
nison awoke to a nightmare. 

"I felt a bump, heard some 
screams and then there was 
an explosion," the teen-ager 
recalled Monday, still shaken 
by the horror of the weekend 
bus crash that killed 27 peo-
ple. 

Allen, 15, a sophomore at 
North Hardin High School, 
was one of 67 people on the 
First Assembly of God 
Church bus. as it was return-
ing Saturday night to Rad-
cliff from Kings Island. 

Like most of the others on 
the bus, Allen was dozing 
when a pickup truck travel-
ing the wrong way on Inter-
state 71 slammed into the 

I 

church bus. 

"When I jumped up, I was 
knocked through the emer-
gency door at the back of the 
bus," he recalled. 

Allen said the most vivid 
memory is the. ,silhouette of 
his fellow congregants 
against fierce orange flames. 

"They looked like shadows 
with orange "glowing in the 
background," he said. . 

More stark, however, was 
the ghastly picture of his 
friends lying at the roadside. 

Allen said many of his 
friends went back inside the 
bus to rescue brothers, sisters 
and friends. 

"A lot of theist who died 
were heroes," he said. 

' PATRICK RECOYiTne ardmia6 Po I 

Harry Wolf is maintenance supervisor at the Land-
mark Baptist Temple, which operates a fleet of 60 

buses, most of them manufactured in the 1970s. 
Wolf reports few problems with the vehicles. 
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Investigating bus wreck 
and trying Mahoney 
Bost state $260,000 

In 
:By BILL WERONK9 „ I p•f•1I !•'' Those salaries would have 
Staff Writers k•► been paid even if there had been 

l 
no accident However overt ime 

Kentucky spent more than a 
quarter of a million dollars inves-
tigating and prosecuting the 
worst drunken-driving wreck in 
the nation's history. 
On May 14, 1988, Larry Ma-

honey, driving on the wrong side 
of Interstate 71 near Carrollton, 
ran head-on into a church bus. 
Twenty-seven people died in the 
fiery tragedy. 

After 18 months of investiga-
tion and a two-month trial, Ma-
honey was convicted and jailed. 
He had been charged with mur-
der, but the jury convicted him 
on 27 counts of second-degree 
manslaughter, 12 counts of first-
degree assault, 41 counts of first-

"degree wanton endangerment 
and one count of driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
The jury recommended a 16- 

"'•iear sentence. Carroll Circuit 
Judge Charles Satterwhite, who 

..will hand down the official sen-
:'tence Feb. 23, can reduce the 
;Zentence but not increase it. 

-: 4. -Attorney General Fred Cowan 
called it "probably the biggest 
' Criminal trial in the common-
'wealth's history." And according 
to- the, records of nine state and 

::local agencies, it cost' about 
;$260,27.7, to investigate the wreck 
-and to prosecute Mahoney. 

"We did everything we could 
.and bent over backwards to save 
-money," said Assistant Attorney 
,,General Paul Richwalsky Jr., the 
,special prosecutor. "But with a 
`case of this magnitude, we had to 
qe as thorough as possible. If we 
:had blown it, no one would have 
., red about the cost. 

"But I never put a price tag on 
:'someone's life. You can't say I'm 
.,only going to spend 10 grand to 
prosecute this guy." 

`•• The largest. amounts were 
.spent on salaries for Richwalsky 
and his staff, $36,100, and for the 
`state police, $132,000. Those fig-
ures were based on estimates of 
the time spent on the case by the 
'five state police officers primar-
_:ily involved in the investigation 
-,and the troopers involved in the 
.events surrounding the accident 
;and trial. 

,  
collected by the state, police and 
Richwalsky could not be calculat-
ed, nor could the miles put on 
state vehicles by the state police 
during the investigation. 
An animated reconstruction of 

the crash, a first in a U. S. crimi-
nal trial, would have cost up to 
$30,000 if it had been prepared 
by a private firm. But the state 
police, working with Minnesota 
State Police, did it for $2,345. 
Troopers Henry "Sonny" Cease 
and David Stevenson spent two 
weeks putting the production to-
gether. The only cost was for 
equipment and materials. 
Mahoney's defense cost the 

state only about $7,900. His two 
main attorneys, William Sum-
mers and Russell Baidani, were 
paid $2,500 each as appointed at-
torneys. Expert witnesses and 
other expenses were paid by Ma-
honey's family. 
A plea agreement obviously 

would have saved money. Sum-
mers said the defense might 
have agreed to plead guilty to 
murder if other charges had 
been dropped. 

But Richwalsky said he would 
not amend or dismiss any charge 
for the purpose of a plea agree-
ment. 

But, Richwalsky added, he in-
dicated he might have been open 
to an agreement that would have 
given Mahoney a sentence of 20 
years, the minimum for murder, 
if he had pleaded guilty to all the 
charges. 

"I think I could have sold the 
families on that and saved a lot 
of time and money," Richwalsky 
said. "Plus, I told them to bring 
me a counteroffer and I would 
present it to the victims' families 
regardless of my feelings. It nev-
er happened." 

Richwalsky said he felt he had 
a responsibility to the families in-
volved to prosecute if they want-
ed him to. "I told them if anyone 
did not want to go through it, I 
would dismiss. And I did in a cou-
ple of cases." 

Finally, however, Richwalsky 
said, the costs were immaterial. 
."We just did what we had to do." 

,o e . 



Carrollton folks 
continue to give 
By Michael Collins °.,•1• 
and Tim Stein •y 
Kentucky Post staff reporters 

CARROLLTON — Business-
men and residents feel they un-
fairly are cast as villains in 
supporting roles in the tragedy 
played out here this week. 

M.J. Jackson, manager of the 
Keystop Food Mart on Ky. 227, 
heard that a reporter suggested 
the city's only claim to fame 
may be a fiery bus accident that 
killed 27 people. "I hope every-
body doesn't think we're all 
bad," she said. 
A woman walked into Web-

ster Drug in downtown Carroll-
ton Wednesday and said, "Let 
me get my medicine and get out 
of this town," druggist Charles 
Webster said. 

"I didn't press the issue," said 
Webster, the former mayor. "It 
doesn't make sense. It's unfor-
tunate the accident happened, 
and it's certainly not our fault. 
The thing to be proud of is the 
way everybody responded. 

"Our rescue workers, hospital 
personnel, the people at the 
Holiday Inn performed well 
with all the energy that their 
hearts can give. There are some 
people who say it has really 
tarnished our image, and I don't 
make any sense of that really." 
Two bus accidents have oc-

curred on Interstate 71 near 
Carrollton in the past five years. 
A bus carrying family members 
home to Memphis from a re-
union in Cleveland went over 
an embankment in July 1983, 
killing two people and injuring 
24. Twenty-seven people died 
Saturday night when a pickup 
truck collided head-on with a 
church bus headed to its home 
base in Radcliff from Kings Is-
land. 

The latest crash put Carroll-
ton in the national headlines. 
Rescue workers, hospital per-
sonnel and volunteer workers 
played roles as heroes Saturday 
night. But townspeople fear the 
enormity of the tragedy sinced 
has overshadowed the outpour-
ing of support from residents of 
this community of 4,000. 

"I feel very sad that it hap-
pened at all; I feel very sad that 
it happened here," said Nancy 
Jo Grobmyer, a member of the 
city council. "I hope it isn't a 
reflection on Carroll County be-
cause it certainly was acciden-
tal that it happened this way 
and it's a shame." 

Residents and businesses are 
continuing to give of their 
hearts and their energy. The 
Carroll County Chamber of 
Commerce set up a relief fund 
through Kentucky National 
Bank in Carrollton. 

The chamber has contribut-
ed $100 to the fund, which offi-
cially will open today. 
Contributions can be made to 
the bank at 416 Highland Ave., 
Carrollton. The money will go to 
the victims' families for funeral 
and medical expenses. 

Keystop Food Mart and 
Druther's restaurant will spon-
sor a car wash Saturday and 
Sunday. Both businesses are di-
rectly across Ky. 227 from the 
Kentucky National Guard Ar-
mory, which was used as a tem-
porary morgue. 

The Family Worship Center 
will conduct a bake sale in con-
junction with car wash. Em-
ployees at M&T Chemicals have 
taken up donations for the vic-
tims' families, a spokesman 
said. 



JOE MUNSON/The Kentucky Post 

James Lake hangs letters in a message of sympathy on a Shoney's restaurant sign along U.S. 31 W in Radcliff, 
where similar signs reflect the city's loss. TA.q 19, 11 b8 



Investigators to recreate crash events 
By Omer W. Johnson J, /5, 10 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

CARROLLTON — State police expect to 
spend at least another month interviewing 
people and assembling evidence as they try 
to figure out what happened in Saturday 
night's tragic crash on Interstate 71 near 
Carrollton. 

Investigators will try to re-create the 
events leading up the crash, which killed 27 
passengers on a church bus that collided 
head-on with a pickup truck driven by 
Larry Mahoney of Worthville, said Capt. 
Neal Brittain, commander of the LaGrange 
state police post. 

And it could be nine months before the 
federal government completes its probe, 
Jean Fasone, National Transportation 
Safety Board investigator in charge, said at 
a press conference in Carrollton Wednes-
day. 

Investigators closed the section of I-71 
for 45 minutes Wednesday night to conduct 
night vision tests — trying to determine 
how well the bus and truck drivers could 
have seen. 

Earlier in the day, a Craig Construction 
Co. tractor-trailer hauled the charred bus 
to a sand and gravel pit near Milton, where 
transportation safety board personnel went 
over it inch by inch to determine its me-
chanical condition at the time it and the 
Toyota truck collided 4 miles south of the 
I-71-Ky. 227 interchange at Carrollton. 

The busload of children and their chap-
erons from the First Assembly of God 

church in Radcliff was returning Saturday 
from Kings Island north of Cincinnati. The 
truck the bus collided with was heading 
north in the southbound lanes of I-71. 

Investigators estimate the bus was going 
45 mph, but haven't determined the speed 
of the truck. 

The driver of the truck, Mahoney, 34, of 
Rt. 1, Worthville, was in fair condition this 
morning at Humana Hospital-University of 
Louisville, where is under 24-hour state po-
lice guard. He has been charged with 27 
counts of murder and could face the death 
penalty. A blood test after the wreck 
showed that Mahoney had a blood-alcohol 
content of 0.24 percent, nearly 2% times the 
level at which a person is presumed intoxi-
cated under Kentucky law. 

Today, federal investigators were to 
check the mechanical condition of the 
pickup truck. 

"One thing that will be checked is the 
transmission to determine what gear the 
truck was in at the time of the crash," Ms. 
Fasone said. "Then we can determine a 
range of speeds the truck could have been 
going." 

She said that and other calculations will 
help determine the speed of both vehicles 
at the time of impact. 

"There were no pre-impact skid marks," 
she said. 

Capt. Brittain said a witness has been 
found who saw a truck similar to the one 
involved in the crash driving erratically 
north in the northbound lanes and then 

doing a U-turn through the median and 
heading south in the southbound lanes. 

Brittain wouldn't identify the witness. 
But the story he related is the same as Clint 
Bradley of Southgate told reporters. 

Brittain said the witness did not see the 
crash. 

"But another witness was driving north 
in the northbound lane and saw the pickup 
truck northbound in the southbound lanes 
and saw the crash," Brittain said. 

-The witness stopped and helped people 
off the bus and assisted the injured," Brit-
tain said. He would not give the witness' 
name. 

Wednesday, two investigators were flown 
by private plane to Akron, Ohio, to inter-
view Fraizelle Eberhardt, the driver of a 
southbound Cadillac that also was involved 
in the wreck, and his passenger, John D. 
Eberhardt Jr. Police did know the family 
relationship between the Eberhardts, and 
would not release information about the 
interview. 

Ms. Fasone said samples of Mahoney's 
blood will be tested for a wide range of 
drugs at Center for Human Toxicology in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. But those tests may 
take months. 

"They are really backed up. They do a lot 
of testing," Ms. Fasone said. 

Ms. Fasone said many passengers on the 
bus still must be interviewed, "but their 
conditions now won't permit it." 
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,Vapor lock blamed in latest blaze 
More typically, the problem 

causes buses to stall, sometimes 
in traffic. 

A state school official said 
Wednesday that more than 4,000 
buses, worth more than $100 
million and representing half of 
Kentucky's school buses, have 
the problem. 11 

School mechanics and offi-
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cials interviewed said the prob-
lem is with Ford gasoline buses, 
primarily 1980 and 1981 models. 
But a Ford Motor Co. spokes-
man said a wider range of mod-
el-years is involved. 

Public attention has focused 
on school bus safety since 24 
children and 3 adults died Sat-
urday night in a burning-
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church bus that was struck by a 
pickup truck traveling the 
wrong way on I-71 near Carroll-
ton. 

The 1977 Ford bus, which had 
been purchased from the Meade 
County schools, had an outmod-
ed, although legal, gasoline 
tank. The tank lacked a protec-
tive cage required of school bus-
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es manufactured during the last 
10 years. The tank ruptured in 
the collision. 

Although the vapor-lock 
problem is unrelated to the 
tragedy Saturday, it also causes 
fires. 

In Marion County, parents 
and school district employees 
expressed gratitude that chil-
dren had been taken off the 
malfunctioning bus before the 
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Bus safety 

■ Vapor locks can cause a 
bus to stall and, sometimes, 
to catch fire. 
N The problem is common in 
1980 and 1981 Ford gaso-
line-fueled buses, school offi-
cials say. Ford says a wider 
range of models is involved. 
■ The fires have not caused 
injuries. The number of fires 
is not known. 
■ The problem diminished af-
ter the fuel systems were 
modified, but remains a con-
cern. 
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Danger rides buses 
By William Weathers 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

A potentially dangerous 
problem occurs almost daily on 
Kentucky's roads as thousands 
of school buses transport chil-
dren during the warm weather 
of late spring and early fall. 

The problem, which mechan-
ics call "vapor lock," apparently 
caused a fire Monday that de-
stroyed a Marion County school 
bus shortly after about a dozen 
children got off the bus. 

:Vapor lock blamed in latest blaze 
More typically, the problem 

causes buses to stall, sometimes 
in traffic. 

A state school official said 
Wednesday that more than 4,000 
buses, worth more than $100 
million and representing half of 
Kentucky's school buses, have 
the problem. 1 1 

School mechanics and offi-

cials interviewed said the prob-
lem is with Ford gasoline buses, 
primarily 1980 and 1981 models. 
But a Ford Motor Co. spokes-
man said a wider range of mod-
el-years is involved. 

Public attention has focused 
on school bus safety since 24 
children and 3 adults died Sat-
urday night in a burning-

church bus that was struck by a 
pickup truck traveling the 
wrong way on I-71 near Carroll-
ton. 

The 1977 Ford bus, which had 
been purchased from the Meade 
County schools, had an outmod-
ed, although legal, gasoline 
tank. The tank lacked a protec-
tive cage required of school bus-

es manufactured during the last 
10 years. The tank ruptured in 
the collision. 

Although the vapor-lock 
problem is unrelated to the 
tragedy Saturday, it also causes 
fires. 

In Marion County, parents 
and school district employees 
expressed gratitude that chil-
dren had been taken off the 
malfunctioning bus before the 

Please see BUSES, 2K 

Bus safety 

■ Vapor locks can cause a 
bus to stall and, sometimes, 
to catch fire. 
a The problem is common in 
1980 and 1981 Ford gaso-
line-fueled buses, school offi-
cials say. Ford says a wider 
range of models is involved. 
■ The fires have not caused 
injuries. The number of fires 
is not known. 
■ The problem diminished af-
ter the fuel systems were 
modified, but remains a con-
cern. 



i 
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Buses 
fire started. Marion County is 
about 40 miles southwest of 
Lexington. 

Substitute bus driver Patricia 
Tucker was near the end of her 
route on Reynolds Road about 
16 miles west of Lebanon Mon-
day when the 1981 Ford bus she 
was driving began "running 
bad," said Marion schools trans-
portation director Ernest Tay-
lor. 
When the bus died, Ms. Tuck-

er let the engine cool, as drivers 
are instructed to do, Taylor 
said. Parents, alarmed because 
their children had not come 
home, found the disabled bus 
and took all the children home. 

Ms. Tucker restarted the bus, 
but after driving about a quar-
ter-mile problems forced her to 
stop again. As she walked to a 
telephone, the bus caught fire. 
Flames shot more than 3 feet 
into the air. 

"We've been having trouble 
with the '80 and '81 Fords. On 
hot days, we've had trouble with 
them vapor-locking," said bus 
service manager Ricky Cour-
twright. 

"I'm going to say that that's 
what happened to this one. The 
same thing happened Friday 
afternoon to the same bus." 

Arnold Guess, deputy state 
superintendent of public in-
struction, said the Department 
of Education became aware of 
vapor-lock problems on gaso-
line-fueled buses in 1980. 

Vapor lock occurs when heat 
turns gasoline, a liquid, into a 
vapor, and the vapor blocks the 
flow of fuel. Guess said a hot 
day, heat from emission-control 
systems and the use of fuels 
with higher volatility cause the 
problem. 

The department's staff and 
manufacturers' representatives 
began tests to determine how to 
correct the problem, and modi-
fications were made. The prob-
lem diminished, but remains a 
concern. Guess said the depart-
ment has advised local school 
districts on proper maintenance 
procedures. 

Mechanics who work with 
the buses say serious fires are 
rare. But they say smoking fires 
— bad enough to require a driv-
er to raise the hood and remove 
the air filter before the fire 
spreads throughout the engine 
and possibly the entire bus — 
are common. 

"I've got one we're working 
on today," Trigg County schools 
bus garage foreman Robert 
Cannon said Wednesday. "And I 
guess it's caught on fire five, six, 
seven times, the same bus, a 
1981 Ford." 
He said experienced drivers 

know that "when you see that 
smoke rolling, you've got to get 
out and get that (air) breather 
out of there." 

State officials said they are 
sure no one has been injured by 
these fires. But schools are not 
required to report the fires to 
the department, so state offi-
cials don't know how many fires 
there have been. 

"The most common thing 
that occurs is that fuel vapor-
izes and the bus won't run," 
Guess said. "I guess what we 

consider it is a pretty high-level 
maintenance problem. I don't 
know that we've ever considered 
it to be life-threatening or any-
thing like that." 

If not life-threatening, the 
problem poses danger, said 
many local officials who work 
with the buses. Ohio County 
schools director of transporta-
tion Ed Martin said that when a 
vapor lock occurs, "the bus just 
stops. Any time a bus.goes down 
on the road, unexpected, you're 
blocking a lane of traffic, and 
that's a safety factor." 

Marion County schools 
transportation director Taylor 
said he has expressed his con-
cern about the problem. 
.,But the way that we have to 

purchase the buses with the 
state, we don't have the choice. 
Therefore we have to deal with 
what we have," Taylor said. 

The state buys buses for 
school districts. 

Taylor said he'd like to get 
rid of the Fords that have such 
problems, but "you're talking 
about a half-million dollars to 
get rid of 13 buses" and replace 
them, he said. 

Unable to replace them, the 
local school districts owning the 
buses have tried virtually every-
thing they and state bus experts 
can think of — often with the 
help of Ford Motor Co. 

Mike Parris, a Ford spokes-
man in Dearborn, Mich., said 
the company examined 124,500 
buses nationwide for the va-
por-lock problem. Parris said 
the problem is found on 1979 
through 1982 models of the se-
ries of chassis designated F, C, L 
and B, all made at the compa-
ny's Lima, Ohio, plant. 

Parris said Ford "feels re-
sponsible for fixing (the prob-
lem) but it's not safety-related," 
he said. 

Owner notifications allowed 
school districts to take the bus-
es to a Ford dealership garage 
nearby for repair. 

"The biggest thing they actu-
ally did was get rid of the me-
chanical fuel pump, which was 
located on the engine, and they 
moved an electrical. fuel pump 
back by the fuel tank," Parris 
said. 

Parris said Ford will investi-
gate the Marion County bus fire 
to see if changes were made on 
that bus. 

Some mechanics and others 
familiar with the problems said 
that, while the new electrical 
fuel pump does not get as hot 
because it is away from the en-
gine, it can cause worse prob-
lems by continuing to fuel a 
fire. 

State and local officials said 
the vapor-lock problem, as well 
as the higher cost of fuel and 
maintenance with gasoline en-
gines, has spurred the state's 
move toward purchasing diesel 
buses. All the nearly 700 new 
buses purchased this year by 
Kentucky are diesel, Guess said. 

Mechanics continue to do 
what they can with the older 
buses. 

"You have to do something," 
said Trigg County bus shop 
foreman Cannon. "If a bus 
catches on fire, and some kids 
get hurt or something, and you 
knew it was catching on fire 
and didn't do something, what 
are you going to tell people?" 



Dale Saltsman, a North Hardin High School mai-itenance 
worker, ties black ribbons to the mirrors of the school's 
"buses as a symbol of mourning. 

Crash case 
sidetracked 
County attorney stricken 

Carroll County Commonwealth Attorney 
John Ackman, a key figure in the investi-
gation of the church bus wreck, was hospi-
talized Wednesday after experiencing heart 
trouble. 

Ackman, 38, apparently suffered a heart 
attack at 8 a.m. in his Williamstown home, 
said Marcella Brown, a legal secretary at 
Ackman's law firm. 

The Associated Prese - "He went to the doctor.'s office on his 
own and the doctor did an EKG' ... and 
decided to admit him," Ms. Brown said. 

Please' see CRASH, 2K 

Crash 
From Page 1K 

Ackman was in serious but 
stable condition in St. Elizabeth 
Medical Center South this 
morning, said Ed Lorenz, his 
law. partner. "He was resting 
comfortably last night," Lorenz 
said. 

Ackman has been investigat-

ing the collision Saturday night 
between a pickup truck and a 
Radcliff churcli bus returning 
from Kings Island amusement 
park north of Cincinnati. 

Mark Cobb, Ackman's assis-
tant in Owen County, may now 
be assigned to she case, but no 
final decision :zas been made, 
Lorenz said. 

Ackman does not have 'a his-
tory of heart problems, but has 
high blood pressure. 

"He's doing all right," Lorenz 
said. 

"I haven't seen him since 
Saturday — he's been in Car-
rollton — but as I understand it, 
his health had been fine." 

Joyce Macke, Ackman's 
mother-in-law, said speculation 
that the bus tragedy, in which 
27 people died, caused the at-
tack is premature. But, she said, 
Ackman has been affected by it. 

"I know that he's a very sen-

sitive man and I know that's 
been hurting him a great deal 
to see what the parents (of the 
teen-age victims) are going 
through," Mrs. Macke said. 

"To say what caused it, I 
don't know. We're not even sure 
what brought it on. We just re-
ally feel fortunate that he's up 
at the hospital and resting." 

Ackman is a partner in the 
law firm of Ackman, Ackman, 
Purcell and Lorenz in William-
stown. 



Jennifer Ann Arnett 
13, 8th grade, Rad 
Cliff Middle School 
a trumpeter in the 
school band, mem 
ber of First Assam 
bly of God Church in 
Radcliff. 

Kashawn Ether 
edge, 14, 8th grade 
Radcliff Middle 
School, 'on girl's 
basketball team at 
school, member of 
First Baptist Church 
of Elizabethtown. 

April Mills, 15, 8th 
grade, Radcliff Mid-
dle School, member 
of First Baptist . 
Church, Radcliff. 

Denise Ellen Vog-
lund, 13, 8th grade,. 
Radcliff Middle 
School, enf•oyed 
playing softball, 
member of St. 
Christopher Catho-
lic Church, Radcliff. 

Cynthia Anne Ather-
ton, 13, 8th grade, 
Radcliff Middle 
School, member of 
Stithton Baptist 
Church in Radcliff. 

Shannon Rae Far, 
14, 8th grade, Rad-
cliff Middle School, 
honor student, 
member of Stithton 
Baptist Church. 

Phillip Lee Morgan, 
13, 7th grade, 
James Alton Junior 
High in Vine Grove, -
concert musician, 
member of First As-
sembly of God 
Church, Radcliff, 

Sandy Brewer,' 12, 
7th grade, Radcliff 
Middle School, 
played in youth 
baseball league, 
member of First As-
sembly of God 
Church in Radcliff. 

Richard Keith Cohn, 
19, senior, North 
Hardin High Scriool, 
college-boLnd, 
member of Flrs• As-
sembly of God 
Church, Radcliff. 

Tina Michelle M is-
tain, 14, 8th ggrade, 
Radcliff dirjJle 
School, school band 
member, played on 
girl's softball team. 

Amy Christine 
Wheelock, 14, 8th 
grade, Radcliff Mid-
dle School, honor 
student, school 
band, member of St. 
Christopher Catho-
lic, Radcliff.' 

Josl.ua Conyers, 
14, Sth grade, North 
Harrn High School, 
member of First As-
sembly of• God 
Church, Radcliff, 
took karate lessons. 

Lori Kathleen Hol-
zer, 71, 6th grade, 
RadOff Middle 
School, member ;of 
children's ballet 
group member of 
First Assembly of 
God Church. 

Emillie S. Thomp-
son, 1': 801 grade, 
James Alton Junior 
High School in Vine 
Grove, member of 
First Assembly of 
God C Burch, Rad-
cliff. 

Kri•en Williams, 1-, 
daughter of Joy Wi-
liams, who also 
died. and Army Sg . 
Lee Williams, 8t -i 
grace, Radcliff Mie-
dle School, school. 
band. 

Mary Catheryn Dan-
iels, 14, 8th grade, 
Radcliff Middle 
School, honor stu-
dent, member of St. 
Christopher Catho-
lic Church, Radcliff. 

Anthony Marks, 15, 
9th grade, North 
Hardin High School; 
manager'.,of fresh-
man basketball 
team, member of. 
First Assembly of 
God Church. 

Crystal Erin Uhey, 
13, 6th grade, Rad-
cliff Middle School, 
performed in music 
and drama produc-
tions, member of 
First Asembly of 
God Church. 

Chad Anthcny Wit , 
14, 8th grade, Rad-
cliff Middle Schoo, 
school band, mem-
ber of First Assem-
bly of God Church, 
Radcliff. 
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Mahoney's 
trial date-.set 

for January 
Mahoney lodged 

at Oldham Co. 
By DEBBIE WRIGHT 

Editor 
Larry Mahoney may go to trial in Carroll 

County on Jan. 9, 1989 for the 85 counts 
connected with the May 14 bus crash. 

Mahoney, 35, appeared in Carrollton Monday 
for another bond hearing to discuss motions by 
the defense for encumbered property to be 
allowed toward the $540,000 property bond. 

However, Circuit Judge Charles Satterwhite 

said his order would stand ... either $270,000 
cash or $540,000 property for Mahoney to get. 
out of the Oldham County Jail. 

Bill Summers, public defender for Mahoney, 
said the ruling was totally unfair and is making 
a "this case exception" with Mahoney who 
lived in Owen County and worked at M&T 
Chemicals. 
Summers said, after the hearing, Mahoney 

needs • the support of his family and friends 
and needs to go back to his job which he has 
been guaranteed and his family has filed 

Flease'see MAHONEY, page 3 

#V . , 

Larry Mahoney was again greeted by acrowd of media people Monday ° 

morning at the Courthouse. His bond remains as previously set, and his 
trial date has been set for Jan. 9, 1989. (Photo by Debbie Wright) 
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.William Summers 

PROFILE: WILLIAM SUMMERS 

Mahomy's lawyer likes David-against-Goliath role 
By BILL WERONKA 
Staff Writer 

LEXINGTON, Ky. — The law has always 
been part of William Summers' life. 

His father, mother, aunt and uncle were 
all lawyers He spent long hours in Ohio 
courtrooms as a child — watching, listening, 
taking notes and asking his father questions, 
lots of questions. 
"But I was lucky," Summers said. "There 

was no such thing as a dumb question. Any-
thing I asked was taken seriously, and I 
learned a lot." 
That knowledge led Summers to a law de-

gree and the Ohio bar in 1969 and, this year, 

to the defense of Larry Mahoney, who is 
charged with 27 counts of murder in the 
May 14 Carroll County bus wreck. 

In between, Summers' spirit of individual-
ism caused him to shun an offer to take over 
his father's law firm. 

"I wanted to make it on my own," he said. 
"If I. made it, it was mine." 
Summers dived into criminal law and be-

gan building a reputation and a successful 
practice in Cleveland_ 
"You can't beat going in in handcuffs as 

David and whipping Goliath," Summers said. 
"Every now and then you're going to do it 
and it's a feeling you can't imagine. Those of 
us who do what we do, that's why we like it." 

Summers' decision to defend Mahoney 
was not a sudden jump. He owns race horses 
and last year began planning to open a 
branch office in the Lexington area He was 
admitted to the Kentucky bar in February 
and began searching for Kentucky associ-
ates. 
For a recommendation. Summers, co-

chairman of the Death Penalty Committ& of 
the National Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers, contacted Kentucky public defend-
er Kevin McNally, who had taught some 
death-penalty classes with Summers for the 
national group. McNally recommended Rus-
sell Baldani. 
The 30-year-old BaldanL a state public de-

fender, was looking for a change and accept-
ed an offer to join Summers. 
Once Mahoney — whom the original pros-

ecutor said should get the death penalty — 
was declared indigent, the case was sent to 
the state public defender's office and ended 
up on McNally's desk. . 
"My staff was snowed under with death-

penalty cagpq " said McNally. whose job was 
to find outside attorneys to handle such 
cases when necessary. "I knew because of 
all the publicity and the extreme nature of 
the charges, there was no way the public 

See MAHONEY S 
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Lawyers offer to work 
for free on bus case 

The Kentucky Academy of 
Trial Attorneys is offering 
free representation to survi-
vors and to relatives of those 
who died in a church bus 
crash near Carrollton. 

Sharon Helton, executive 
director of the attorney 
group, said attorneys are 
willing to represent people 
who want to file lawsuits, in-
surance claims, and probate 
matters. 

Normally, attorneys who 
file personal injury, wrongful 
death, or product liability 
lawsuits receive about one-
third of the amount awarded 
their client, Ms. Helton said. 
But she said the attorneys 
will work for free. 

Ms. Helton said the 1,300-
member group agreed to do-

nate its help "because we're 
as much a part of the com-
munity as the other groups, 
like the Howard Johnson 
that gave free rooms." 

Ms. Helton said the attor-
neys will not pay court costs 
such as fees for experts. For 
more information, call Ms. 
Helton at (502) 244-1320. 

Twenty-four children and 
three adults died May 14 
when a pickup truck 
slammed into the bus they 
were in. 

Police say Larry W. Maho-
ney, 34, of Worthville, was 
drunk and driving the wrong 
way on southbound Inter-
state 71 when the accident 
occurred. 

He is charged with 27 
counts of murder. 

.1 
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Bus trial overwhelmed jurors 
By Jeanne Houck 
Kentucky Post stall reporter 

CARROLLTON — A member 
of the jury that convicted Larry 
Mahoney overheard a conversa-
tion last week about a high 
school group going Lo'Kings Is-
land. 

The conversation unleashed 
a flood of unwelcome memories 
about the seven weeks he spent 
last fall in a small Carroll Coun. 
ty courtroom, listening to testi. 
nnnv about an outing to the 

amusement park that ended in 
tragedy for a youth group from 
a Radcliff church. Twenty-four 
youngsters and three adults 
died when Mahoney drove into 
their church bus near Carroll. 
ton two years ago today. 

"It's something you just 
don't wash out of your mind," 
said the juror, who spoke on 
the condition he not be identi-
fied. "I don't like to think about 
it. I don't even like to talk 
about it.. It does bother.me." 

.W., • - : .." i-1,   
00Irroliton :bus'cr•s 

'A lot of people thought we didn't do right, 
but they just don't know what we had to go 
through and what rules we had to an hv_' 

But the juror agreed to talk 
on the second anniversary of 
the crash to explain why jurors 
made the decisions they did, 
and how difficult the job was. 
This is the first time any mem-

I — 

yearys 'la 

Jurors 
From Page 1 K 

were told later, a lot of law. 
yers couldn't even explain dif-
ferences in the charges we 
considered. How were plain 
old country folks like us going 
to understand it?" 

Nevertheless, "I do not re-
gret anything as far as what 
we did," the juror said. "I re-
gret having to serve, but I 
don't regret the decisions we 
made. I felt that we did the 
best we could and If anybody 
else could have done it better, 
they should have been in 
there." 

The circuit court jury con-
victed Mahoney of 27 counts 
of second-degree manslaugh-
ter. The juror said the panel 
of six men and six women re-
jected murder charges for a 
number of reasons. 

The juror said the panel 
understood that Mahoney was 
charged with wanton murder. 
But he said the fact that Ma-
honey did not mean to kill 
was important to the jury. 

I 

"To me, murder is some-
thing somebody does and has 
to have a little intent of do-
ing," he said. "He has to kind 
of know what he was doing. 

"I know the man was 
drunk and he was on the 
wrong side of the road and he 
did hit the bus. But that's not 
something he set out to do." 

Another important factor 
was the condition of the bus 
owned by the First Assembly 
of God and the way it was 
used, he said. 

"If that bus had been safer, 
there's no doubt in anybody's 
mind that more lives would 
have been saved," he said. 

"It was built for one pur-
pose, and that was to haul 
kids to school on. And this 
was just a totally different 
thing. It had a whole load of 
kids on an interstate and it 
was overcrowded. 

"Even the kids themselves 
said they were lying on the 
floor and many of them said 
they got as far as the door and 
couldn't get out the back. 
They admitted they had to 

i 
t 

crawl over the top of people. 
It was just the stronger of the 
bunch that survived. The 
weaker ones, they ,just 
couldn't make it out." 

The juror said the panel 
was not as moved by defense 
contentions that the design of 
the bus was unsafe and the 
materials inside too flamma-
ble. 

He noted that Ford Motor 
Co., which made the bus chas-
sis, and the Sheller-Globe 
Corp., which made the bus 
body, built the bus to stan-
dards in place when it rolled 
off the assembly line in 1977. 

He also said the flammabil-
ity of materials in the bus 
probably was inconsequential 
because of the massiveness of 
the fire. . 

"3n a fire like that, a seat of 
any kind• unless it's complete-
ly fire retardant, it's going to 
burn. And a gasoline fire will 
spread fast." 

Mahoney testified that he 
was drinking beer the day of 
the wreck and that he secured 
a promise from a friend to 
drive him. But the friend said 
he gave Mahoney his keys af-
ter the defendant said he was 
going directly home. Mahoney 
also said he was unknowingly 
given what was apparently a 
vodka drink by another man. 

The juror said the panel 
found Mahoney's account 
plausible. 

the complicated ,jury instruc. 
Lions. 

"A lot of people thought we 
didn't do right, but they just 

"I would say there was 
probably some truth to it," he 
said. "There was a point there 
where supposedly one of his 
friends had said he would 
take him home or take him 
where he wanted to go. I 
mean, I've seen instances 
where a person has been 
drinking and stuff where if 
you know you're not going to 
be driving, then that just kind 
of takes the load off your 
mind. You're depending on 
someone else. 

"And it's very possible (Ma-
honey) could have been 
slipped something that he 
didn't know he was drinking 
because you can drink vodka 
in a beverage and not know 
you're drinking it." 

During deliberations, the 
jury also decided to convict 
Mahoney of 12 counts of 
first-degree assault, 27 counts 
of first-degree wanton endan-
germenL, 14 counts of 
second-degree wanLon endan-
germent, and one count of 
drunken driving. 

He said the jury knew it 
was in for criticism when it 
subsequently learned that Ma-
honey faced a stiffer penalty 
for first-degree assault than 
for second-degree manslaugh-
ter. 

He said they thought the 
maximum 1(I-year sentence 
facing Mahoney on each man-
slaughter charge was too 
light. 

He said he cannot remem-
ber how they agreed upon 16 
years for each first-degree as-
sault charge, each of which 
carried a maximum of 20 
.years. 

But he said they decided 
that all the sentences should 
be served concurrently, for a 
tut.al of 16 ,years, because they 
didn't feel Mahoney should be 
locked up rorever. 

"We could have sent him 
away fnr life. I mean• the man 
could have never gotten out," 
the juror said. 

"He did wrong and he had 
to pay for it, but we didn't 
think the man needed to serve 
the rest of the time in the pen. 
itentiary. He's going to pay for 
it, every day of his life." 

The juror said the panel 
felt some sympathy for Maho. 
ney, who wept several times 
during his trial. "That's ,just 
human nature," he said. 

But he said the panel also 
hurt for the youngsters who 
survived the crash and the 
parents of the children killed. 

Despite his problems with 
the trial, the jurur had noth-
ing but praise for the court 
officials. 

"I think the defense and 
the prosecution did a good 
,job," he said. "They both pres. 
ented a good case. 

''And I think Judge 
(Charles) Satterwhite did a 
wonderful ,job. He was the 
first judge I've ever in my life 
been involved with and I ; 
think he did a wonderful job 
keeping the court under con-
trol." 



The juror said the panel 
knew going in that they 
couldn't make everybody hap. 
py, 

"Let's face it, any way we 
walked out of that courtroom, 
we were damned. 'We were 
damned on one side if we 
found him guilty, we were 
damned on the other side if 
we found him innocent. 

"We ,just had to , with 
what we felt was right, and to. 
me, that's what you're sup-
posed to do when you're se-
lected for a jury." 

fo 

I, 
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MahoneyhAs'-
foundr li on a •. 

P V —,7c i_,, 1rA- l .S/2 7•5•6 
Associa ed Press 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — Larry MahQney, 
who is charged with 27 counts of murder in 
a truck-bus accident, has become a born-
again Christian and been baptized while re-
cuperating from his injuries, his family 

r. 

says, 
Mahoney has been devastated by the;May 

14 collision between his pickup and a 
church bus returning to 
Radcliff from an outing 
at Kings Island, his 
family said Wednesday. 
The family did not 

deny that Mahoney 
caused the accident, . 
which killed 24 chil-
dren and three young 
,adults. 

"Larry's a -broke man 
now. He's simply broke. 
The only way he's got Mahoney 
to go now is up," said 
his oldest sister, Judy O'Donovan. 

His first wife, Janice King Mahoney; :said 
the couple had reunited recently and'had 
hoped to .become a family again with..their 
15-year-old son, Anthony. 

"I love my dad," the teen-ager said. ,"If 
God can forgive him, anybody else cab." 
Mahoney also has a daughter, Shawna 

Rae, 6, who must use a wheelchair because 
she was born with spina 'bifida, a birth de-

See FAMILY 
PAGE 7, col. 3, this section 

Family reports Mahoney has found religion 
Continued from Page C 1 

feet also known as open spine. 

"I'm totally devastated. I feel 
numb," Janice Mahoney said. "I 
wake up every morning and roll 
over and hope he'll be laying there 
and it will all be a dream. But then 
reality sets in." 

The family was interviewed 
Wednesday after a hearing in which 
Mahoney, 34, was denied bond. 
They said they agreed to the inter-
view because Mahoney has been in-
correctly portrayed as a drunk and 
a murderer. 

State police said tests of Mahon-
ey's blood taken after the accident 
showed it contained 0.24 percent al-
cohol, more than two times the level 
at which a person is considered in-
toxicated in Kentucky. 

Janice Mahoney said her former 
husband has no recollection of the 
accident, and was stunned when, tole 
by a doctor what had happened. 

"The doctors said he might not 
ever remember," she said. 

Family members portrayed Ma-
honey as a quiet, hard-working 
country boy who loved hunting and 
fishing and who wouldn't smoke in 
front of his mother. 

"I love him better than anything," 

Mahoney's mother, Mary Mahoney, 
said through tears. 

Perhaps above all else, Mahoney 
loved children, they said. 

"If there had been a way to avoid 
hitting that bus, I know he would 
have taken his own life to do it," 
Janice Mahonev said. 
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Bus crash probe looks at flammability mark 
By Adam Condo 
Kentucky Post Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON A House subcom-
mittee will question the adequacy of a 
16-year-old flammability standard for 
school buses Wednesday during a probe 
of the May 14 bus tragedy near Carroll-
ton. 

Rep. Thomas Luken, D-Cincinnati, 
has scheduled two fire safety experts to 
testify at the hearing. 

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration Administrator Diane 
K. Steed will respond to allegations 
that the 1972 safety administration 
flammability standard is not adequate, 
said Ben Cohen, staff counsel for the 
transportation, tourism and hazardous 
materials subcommittee. 

Twenty seven people died when the 
church bus exploded in flames on In-

terstate 71. 

Another fire safety expert slated to 
testify, Gus Sarkos, of the Federal Avi-
ation Administration technical center 
In Atlantic City, N.J., said the aviation 
administration flammability standard 
on seat cushions is more stringent 
than standards for highway traffic. 

The highway safety administration 
standard, established in 1972, applies to 
all newly manufactured vehicles, in-
cluding school buses. There is no sepa-
rate standard for buses. 

Sarkos refused to speculate on 
whether more stringent standards 
would have saved lives in the May 14 
Kentucky church bus tragedy. 

But the fire resistant seats required 
by the FAA can delay the rapid spread 
of a localized fire, said Sarkos. 

Those FAA standards were a direct 

outcome of the fiery deaths aboard the 
Air Canada jetliner that exploded in 
flames at Greater Cincinnati Interna-
tional in 1983. 
A spokesman for the highway safety 

administration conceded that his 
agency's flammability standards are 
not as stringent as the aviation admin-
istration's. 
The same individual noted that the 

Kentucky church* bus accident has 
caused the highway safety administra-
tion to review those standards to see if 
they need to be, improved. 
,Also testifying Wednesday will be Dr. 

Jack Snell, director of the center for 
fire research for the National Bureau 
of Standards. 
Cohen said that Snell has been 

asked to testify because the standards 
bureau has performed flammability 
tests on buses, including a transit bus 

owned by the Washington, D.C., Metro-
politan Transit Authority. 

The standards bureau ignited the. 
bus in 1975. That test caused the transit 
operator to upgrade its own flammabil-
ity standards, said Cohen. 
Luken will also hear testimony from 

James and Karolyn Nunnallee of Rad-
cliff, parents of Patricia, 10, who died 
in the accident. 
The Nunnallees have refused a 

$700,000 settlement from Ford Motor 
Co. Instead, the family has requested 
that Ford take action of "make the 
buses safer." 

"That money will never bring my 
daughter back. It's hard to turn down 
that amount of money, but if one other 
child was killed in an unsafe bus, we 
could not live with ourselves," said Mrs. 
Nunnallee in a telephone interview 
from her home. 
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Mahoney. 
to testi 
By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor _  

Defense attorneys, for Larry 
Wayne Mahoney — the Owen 
County man facing 27 counts of 
murder in connection with the the. 
worst alcoliol-related traffic acci-
dent in U.S. history =- confirmed 
yesterday the defendant will take 
the witness stand to tell his side of 
tragedy before the case goes to a 
Carroll County jury. 

"I can tell you now, Larry will 
definitely testify before the, end of 
the defense's case in chief," said 
William Summers, lead counsel for 
Mahoney, in a meeting with repor-
ters yesterday afternoon. . 

"Our advice to Larry since May 
22, 1988, (when Summers and his 
partners began representing 
Mahoney) and still is Larry's deci-
sion to testify is (the defendant's) 
decision ultimately, A person who 
happens to be a citizen has a Fifth 
Amendment right. That Fifth 
Amendment right is his to use or 
his to extinguish. 
"He knows that," Summers ad-

ded. "He understood it and all 
along he has been very emphatic 
that he wants to testify. 

"In conversations last evening 
and today with (defense attorneys) 
Russ (Baldani) and Jack (Hil-
debrand) and I, it was just `Bill, 
I've got to make the decision,"' 
said Summers. 

"He's' been a great a client to 
represent in that respect, but he 
wants to tell his story —he will tell 
See: TESTIFY 
Back Page, Column 1 

*Testi 
Continued from Page 1 

his story," Summers added. "Ob-
viously, he feels bad for all the 
people involved in this tragedy and 
the people of Carrollton. 
"On our advice there was ob-

viously nothing he could say until it 
was time for him to climb on that 
witness stand and I just always feel 
comfortable making that decision 
basically at the end of the case." 
Summers said the defense will 

finish up with expert defense wit-
ness William Meredith today and 
then call several character witnes-
ses before Mahoney takes the 
stand. 
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By BILL WERONKA 
Staff Writer 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — After losing a bid 
for a directed verdict of acquittal, the de-
fense in Larry Mahoney's bus-crash murder 
trial began presenting its case yesterday, fo-
cusing as expected on bus safety and invol-
untary intoxication. 

Defense attorney Russell Baldani had 
asked Carroll Circuit Judge Charles Satter-
white to dismiss all 82 counts but specifical-
ly noted the 27 murder charges and- six of 
the 12 assault charges. 

Baldani said the prosecution had not 
proven "extreme, indifference to human 
life" to support murder charges, and that 

the injuries sustained by six of the 12 chil-
dren were not severe enough to warrant the 
assault charges. (Mahoney also is charged 
with 42 counts of wanton endangerment and 
one count of driving while intoxicated.) 

J.n requesting the directed verdict, a fairly 
common defense tactic, Baldani was 'con-
tending that the prosecution had failed to 
prove its case as required. But Satterwhite 
ruled that the jury should decide on all 82 
counts when they get the case, , probably 
next week. 
Mahoney, 36, is accused of driving drunk 

the wrong way on Interstate 71 and crashing 

See DEFENSE 
Back page, col. 4, this section 

Defense opens at Mahoney trial 
Continued'from Page One 

head-on into the Radcliff First As-
sembly of God church bus. In the 
May 14, 1988, tragedy, 24 children 
and three adults died, and 12 chil-
dren were seriously injured when 
the bus erupted into flames after 
the crash. 

Assistant Attorney General Paul 
Richwalsky Jr., special prosecutor 
in the case, called 107 witnesses and 
spent 11 days presenting the state's 
case from numerous angles. But he 
said yesterday that he had a very 
narrow focus on what he had to 
prove: that Mahoney was legally 
drunk and drove his pickup into the 
bus. 

While Richwalsky said he felt he 
had succeeded, the defense obvious-
ly feels the issues are much more 
complicated. While Mahoney's attor-
neys do not argue that Mahoney was 
drunk and hit the bus, they contend 
that the lack of safety features on 
the bus contributed to the deaths 
and that their client was not wholly 
responsible for being on the high-
way drunk that Saturday night. 

Bus safety was the first issue at-
tacked during the testimony of state 
Fire Marshal John William Martin. 

r Martin acknowledged that the vi-
nyl and polyurethane material on 
the bus seats was "very combusti-
ble" and contributed to the fire•and 
the toxicity of the smoke, the two 
elements that caused the deaths. He 
also said more people would have 
survived if most of the bus's win-
dows had not been jammed shut, if 
pop-out safety windows had been 
available or if the occupants had 
been better drilled in correct evacu-
ation procedure. 

But a cage around the fuel tank 
— required in the years after the 
1977 bus was manufactured — 
would not have prevented the bus' 
leaf-spring assembly from punctur-
ing the gasoline tank in this case, 
Martin said. 

While saying he could not pin-
point exactly how the fire began, 
Martin seemingly nullified a de-
fense argument that two girls who 
used lighters to light their way in-
side the bus after the crash contrib-
uted to the fire. 

Martin said the fire had already 
begun and that the gasoline vapor 
had already been consumed before 
the lighters were used. The effect of 
the lighters,, he said, would be simi-
lar to throwing a second match on a 
burning charcoal grill. 

"If all the people on the bus lit 
lighters, it wouldn't matter?" Rich-
waslky asked, .and Martin replied, 
"Probably not." 

Mahoney's' lead attorney, William 
Summers, also pointed out- that the 
gasoline cap on the fuel tank was 
not a standard one and did not have 
a vent. Martin confirmed that such 
a cap would increase the pressure 
inside the tank, making the gasoline 
more volatile and forcing it out the 
puncture more readily. 

Richwalsky attempted to counter 
a defense argument that the fire 
might not have occurred if the bus 
was using diesel fuel, which Martin 
had recommended in his report. 
While diesel fuel does not burn as 
readily, Richwalsky likened it to 
"napalm" and Martin agreed during 
questioning that once it begins burn-
ing, it may. be worse than gasoline. 

Summers also questioned two of 
Mahoney's friends. 

Dennis Mefford, characterized as 
Mahoney's best friend, testified that 
Mahoney had been depressed about 
his poor credit rating just before the 
crash. The credit problem came 
after Mahoney declared bankruptcy 1 
because he couldn't pay "six-figure" 

i 
medical bills for his 7-year-old 
daughter, who was born with spinal 
bifida and is unable to walk. 

The problem particularly both-
ered Mahoney, Mefford said, be-
cause it interfered with his attempt 
to reconcile with his former wife. 

Mefford and another friend, Phil 
Downey, testified that Mahoney. was 
not a heavy drinker. But Downey 
said Mahoney was extremely im-
paired when he left a friend's house 
late that night after drinking two 
glasses of vodka mixed with Diet 
Pepsi. Downey said Mahoney should 
not have been • driving but that no 
one offered to take him home. 

During Downey's testimony, Sum-
mers attempted to show that Ma-
honey was not sure what he was 
drinking because he was not told 
and because the Diet Pepsi con-
cealed the flavor. 

Summers said after court that 
Downey's testimony was used to 
support the defense's claim of invol-
untary intoxication. 

Richwalsky debated the point, 
then said it did not matter whether 
it was beer or vodka. What matters, 
he said, is that the prosecution's ex-
pert had testified that Mahoney had 



Phil 
Rowney 

Testified that 
Mahoney wasn't 
a heavy drinker 

a blood-alcohol reading of .21 per-
cent, twice the legal limit, at the 
'time of the crash. 

Summers admitted that the evi-
dence was "unimpeachable," but 
said the case'i' based on "perfect 
science and Amperfect science 
what people are saying and doing." 

Summers also called a witness ' 
who said that one of the prosecutiod o .. witnesses wh told of seeing,a truck, 
heading the wrong way on the inter-
state that night had been drinking. 

Also testifying was Mahoney's 17- ' 
year-old son, Tony, and his mother, 
Mary. Both:'told of seeing Mahoney 
that Saturday, and Larry Mahoney 's 
mother said he was not drunk when 
he`stopped by her house that even-
ing. 

"Lnever'saw.'him take a drink or 
t.!*bripg it In the house," Mary Ma- 
looney said. 

e 
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r  ash victim: 
with pain-filled days 
`It's hurting everywhere at once ,t'. says mother 
By Michele Day 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

ruggle 

LOUISVILLE — The pain 14-year-
old David. Walliser feels is mind-bog-
gling... 

His left arm. and right hand• are cov-
ered with third-degree burns he suf-
fered when a. church bus burst into 

°.flames in an accident near Carrollton. 
' Less severe burns cover his ears, nose, 
face and throat. 

"It's. hurting everywhere at- once," 
said David's mother, Kathy Walliser. 

"T_hey are not able to give any of the 
children enough medication that they 
don't feel. it. They try to give them 
enough so they can cope." 

'Emotionally, David is coping, with 
the pain of losing 2'7 .riends the 

crash that scarred his- body, but spared: 
his life. 

"In' the beginning, he "was in shock," 
Mrs.. Walliser said from. Kosair- Chil-• 
dren's Hospital'in Louisville. "He just 
assumed• the other bodies he saw were 
unconscious as he was for a while." 

When' he saw a news broadcast that 
said 18 had died, • he asked his mother 
about John Peacman, Hardin County '• 
Circuit Court clerk and the bus,driver.-
She nodded yes: Then David asked 
about assistant pastor Chuck Kytta."--. 
She nodded yes again: 

•'He closed his eyes and curneu' 
away. It Was his -way of signaling me 
that was all he could deal with at that 
point," Mrs. Walliser said. "It was just 

Please seed?AIN, 14K 

TERRY DUENNES(The Keniuck•, Pos; 

Donors lined up at the Prichard Community Center in Elizabethtown, just se, of 
RpOriiff. to aive blood for; ,ictims of the bus crash that killed 24 cl:ldren and three 
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this morning he found out 
about Emily Thompson. Basi-
cally, he's dealing with it person 
by person. 

"Twenty-seven is too large of 
a number. It's overwhelming." 

Doctors at Kosair Children's 
Hospital and Humana Hospital 
University in Louisville are still 
treating the physical and emo-
tional wounds of 12 of the 40 
survivors of the bus accident. 
Their injuries range from 
smoke inhalation to burns that 
cover from 2 to 60 percent of 
their bodies, said Dr. Frank 
Miller, a surgeon at Humana 
Hospital. 

The severe burn victims like 
David face years of recovery. 

Doctors must peel away the 
dead skin. They loosen it with 
ointments, scrub away loose 
skin with cotton gauze or scrape 
it off with a metal tool, Mrs. 
Walliser said. 

David underwent his first 
skin graft Friday. 

Surgeons removed a fine lay-
er of skin from another part of 
his body, then sliced it into tiny 
pieces, perforated it like a fish 
net and graft it to the burned 
areas. 

Doctors weren't able to start 
the grafts immediately after the 
wreck. 

"Many of them, we had to 
delay grafting until we were 
sure their inhalation injuries 
were significantly improved," 
said Dr. Mary Fallat, a pediatric 
surgeon at Kosair Children's 
Hospital. 

Inflammation in David's 
burns, a high fever and a racing 
pulse delayed his surgery, Mrs. 
Walliser said. He started physi-
cal therapy Thursday — flexing, 
extending, pulling each joint 
'back and forth to assure he will 
have a full range of motion, she 
said. 

Doctors fight infection by 
constantly redressing the* 
wounds. The decaying dead 
skin can cause. infection as 
much as outside germs, she 
said: 

At first, the primary concern 
was smoke, inhalation. 

"For the first 24 hours, he 
was spitting up huge globs of 
black mucous," Mrs. Walliser 
said. "Since then his lungs are 
functioning exactly as they 
should be. He's off the respira-
tor. He's breathing on his own." 

Other survivors are recover-
ing similarly. 

"For the most part, we're 
pleased that the inhalation in-
juries are all getting better," Dr. 
Fallat said. She doesn't expect 
long-term injuries to the lungs. 

But it's the emotional after-- 
effects — for both the injured 
and their families — that may 
take longer to overcome. 

"It's a shaky thing," Mrs. 
Walliser said. "Four of David's 
friends came up while he was in 
the tub (undergoing a skin 
peel). We were down the hall 
and I heard this screaming and 
I just flinched. I said, 'That's 
David .' He screamed again, and 
I said, ̀We've got to get out of 
here.' 

"I didn't want to panic, but 
we just couldn't see him like 
that." 

Three of the friends were on 
the bus with David. "I in no .way 
want to add to those boys' fear 
or trauma," she said. 

The survivors' parents cope 
by supporting each other, she 
said. 

"In the beginning we 
couldn't talk. We'd look into 
each other's eyes and we'd hug ... 

_-,each,..other:.and all we could do 
.was cry. I've s'e'en -real--live_ _an-
guish • and tears. Sometimes; 
tears really are the only -thing 
you can, say. 

"There was no pretense. 
There were no smiles. The par-
ents have a very thorough un-
derstanding of what each of us 
is going through." 
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By William Weathers 
Kentucky Post staff reporter  

CARROLLTON —`Kentucky's chief 
law-enforcement officer sat facing 
Larry W. Mahoney as the common-
wealth called Mahoney before a judge 
Friday afternoon to answer charges 
that he murdered 27 people.. 

Mahoney• pleaded'not guilty ̀ to all 
counts. He is accused of killing 24- chil 
dren. arid' three adults_'last Saturday 
.night when' he drove. his pickup truck 
.•the wrong way on I-71 and crashed 
'into the church . bus in which they 
were riding. The. bus was from First-
Assembly of God church in Radcliff'._ 

Not.guilty pleas are .virtually always 
.. .,entered 'in . murder • cases 'at arraign-
. ments•in Kentucky. because of the se-
t rioush':ess of :th-e 'charge. and the 
presuiription 'that the defendant is not 
prepared enough to competently plead 
guilty..::.. ; 

:Attorney ' General . Fred Cowan was 
seated'.lat the prosecutors'. table during 
the araignmerit ofi Mahoney, a 34-
year old;production•operator:.for M&T 
Chemicals Co.' here. With Cowan were 
Paul Richwalsk'y,_ whom. Cowan had 

:Rust appointed , special prosecutor in 
-the'caki,and,Jirii M...onk„Carroll Couri-
ty`attrriey 
„Cowan appointed Richwalsky; a for- 

e h, mer,.commonwealtti's'attorney in Jef-
`w a fe.son' Count'y;. because:. John L. 

' •Ackman•'Jr.,'• Carroll County common-
nI4JERRYDUENNES/The,KentuckyPost wealth attOrriey,, suffered a heart at-;i:.;;•.•.. 

Larry•Mahoney.arrives.heavily'guarded16r.his: arraigriment•on'.murder;chiarges'in 6rrolt'..• tack-this week. 
County [)istrict,Cdur'f.  ` Police have said Mahoney's blood-

r051 s/,,)//-?y 
er.k, 

alcohol level was 0.24 percent 'after the 
wreck. State law ' presumes , a person 
with a level of 0.10• is drunk. Ackman 
has asked that Mahoney be electrocut-
ed if found guilty, and Cowan and 
Richwalsky said the state will contin-
ue to ask for the death penalty. 

Mahoney was released from Hu-
mana Hospital-University of Louisville 
just' after 2 p.m. Friday. He arrived at 
the'"'Carroll County Courthouse in •a 
state police cruiser with four Aroopers 
at 3 p.m. 

Hobbled by a leg injury and shack- , 
.led at the wrists and ankles, Mahoney 
slowly made his way up the steps of 
.the courthouse. He was dressed in a 
light. blue and white striped knit shirt 
and blue jeans and wore only white 
socks on. his feet. He was bruised• 
around his r.ight eye,.and_ he was wear- , 
ing a bandage on the ' inside of his. 
right.forearin. 

Mahoney:.rose.slowly, with others in 
the courtroom, 'as Carroll County Dis-
trict Judge..' Stan Billingsley entered. 
Gary $ergent, a Covington attorney 
who said he was representing Maho-
ney for the'. arraignment only; waived 
the reading of all •27 charges 'of murder 
against his client. Monk, representing 
th'e prosecution; therefore, _read.•• only_,..,.. 

Kentucky State Police Capt. Neal 
Brittaiti said a detail of 10 troopers was 

Please see ARRAIGN, 14K 

.14K / Governor vows tough stance on 
drunken driving. 
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there to provide security. Every-
one entering the courtroom was 
examined with a metal detector 
by a state trooper, while the 
trooper patted trouser legs and 
pockets :of men and looked in 
the purses of women. 

Three troopers stood directly 
behind Mahoney as he sat at 
the defense table with Sergent 
and Ed Bourne: Bourne is a 
public defender from Owen 
County who was filling in for 
William Carter, a public defend-
er from Carroll County who has 
been appointed to represent 
Mahoney. Members of Maho-
ney's family sat together a few 
yards from the defense table. 
More troopers stood along. 

the back, wall of the courtroom 
as- other armed officers stood 
outside. 

Billingsley denied bail for 
Mahoney, saying, "The court 
finds that death is a possible 
punishment for the crimes al-
leged, and the presumption is 
great that he committed (the) 
crimes." 
On a motion by the prosecu-

tion, Billingsley ordered that of-
ficers take Mahoney to the 
Kentucky Correctional Psychi-
atric Center in LaGrange for 
observation and evaluation to 
determine whether he is com-
petent to stand trial. 

Billingsley's order .included a 
provision that Mahoney "shall 
not be permitted out of the 
sight or control of medical per- 
sonnel , or a guard; who shall 
take all necessary steps to pre-
vent (Mahoney) or any other 
person from causing (Mahoney) 
harm or injury" 
Monk declined to comment 

on whether authorities fear Ma-
honey might try to harm him-
self. Brittain said no threats 
against Mahoney have been re-
ported to state police. 

The judge ordered the Carroll 
County sheriff and state police 
to take Mahoney to LaGrange. 
Mahoney, again shackled, left 
the courthouse amid shouts of 
"Larry, we're with you" and 
"Hang in there, Brother" from 
members of a group of more 
than a dozen friends and well-
wishers. 

Juanita White, a 35-year-old 
Carrollton woman, said she has 
known Mahoney as a kind 
friend for four years. Ms. White 
said she is praying for him. 

"I had a problem with my 
son, and he (Mahoney) held my 
hand and let me cry," Ms White 
said. She described Mahoney as 
a "very quiet, nice, loving per-
.son. He loves kids. He loves ev-
erybody." 

Ms. White's sister, Jewell 
Wolfe, 39, said she has known 
Mahoney for at least 10 years 

Paul RiChwalsky 
Special prosecutor 

Fred Cowan 
Ensurinc professional case 

"off and on. He's always been a 
shy type of boy. He never went 
out here and got in these hard 
fights on purpose." 

After the arraignment, At-
torney General Cowan said he 
offered Ackman assistance with 
the. case before Ackman suf-
fered tte heart attack. Cowan 
said this is .not unusual under 
KentucY.y's system of prosecu-, 
tion. Cowan said Ackman might: 
come back into the case after 
recoveri -ig from the heart at-
tack, but added that this deci-
sion is up to Ackman. 

Cowaa said he, as an individ-
ual, is not prosecuting the case. 
He said his role "is to make sure 
it's done as professionally. and 
competently as possible," as 
well as "dealing with victims"; 
under the victims' advocacy di-
vision of his office. 

Billingsley set a preliminary, 
hearing for Mahoney for 1:30 
p.m. Ju ze 2 in Carroll County 
District Court. A bond hearing 
is set for 11:30 a.m. Wednesday.   

4i  •    



•Ministers•-share" in grieving,..;,--:.-1, 
:w?'r with fare ilies"of. crash victims 
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Kentucky Post staff reporter  
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s -,:-.CARROLLTON —• • A tele-
1-.,:^-.phone`call just before midnight, 

.brought -hours of.* for De-
Dame 'and :other Radcliff 

r; 3, parents: 

r .v Mrs; . Dame's 11-year-old 
1 w` ;daughter, Lori Holzer, had spent 
•< "IS66. night' with a friend so she 
c •could-go to Kings,Island with a 

5.r ":;church group Saturday.'.The 
1.. =church •bus was .expected back 

,between 10 p.m: and midnight..- - 

Not long before midnight; a' 
member 'of the First Assembly 

t "of God ̀ Church . in .Radcliff 
. Balled Mrs. Dame to tell' her the 
1 bus had crashed. -Mrs. Dame, a 
+ - : physical therapy aide in the Ft. 

Knox school system, quickly ar-
ranged for a friend. from work 
to stay with-her 14-year -'old son 
and went to look for Lori. 

She and other parents rushed 
the 35 miles -to Humana Hospi-
tal .University in Louisville, one 
of several medical centers treat-
Ing the injured. Hospital per-
'sonnel told her Lori wasn't 
••there. 

-:"They tried locating. her in 
all .the" area hospitals," said Mrs. • -
Dame, whose husband, Glenn, is 
an Army 'sergeant stationed at '-
Ft-, , Knox: Lori's father, Franz 

' Holzer, also is-stationed at the 
'• .....a Army base. . 

r:r• ;,Tr• As the might wore on with no 
: ign c.of ,Lbri «Mrs ;Dame's hope'. 

flagged. It evaporated when she ' 
learned that two children who 
survived had seen Lori in the. 
front of. the bus,"where the gas-.` 
oline 'tank apparently exploded.:' 

•"I felt '. -.'.I knew;' Mis. Dame„ 
said wearily during an interview. 
here Sunday afternoon: : 4= 

She returned to :Radcliff, af-. 
ter hospital personnel were un-. 
able to locate Lori by 5 

The church and • the -Army 
command at Ft. Knox arranged 
transportation. 'to Carrollton. 
.later Sunday morning for farm 
lies of children presumed dead. - 
The families clustered in a spe-
cial room at the Holiday -Inn-. 
while a.team of doctors tried to. 
identify 27 bodies in the charred 
hull of the bus in the' Kentucky 
National Guard Armory. 

Dr. George Nichols, state 
medical examiner, met with 
F-bout 60 family.members about 
noon. He said he did not want 
them to view the bodies. 

"The picture- ... Of their chil-
&en.-in that room is not what 
they have in their memories or 
wallets," he said. 

As Nichols' team confirmed 
identities, army chaplains .-and 
local ministers notified next of 
km, State Trooper Glenn Wal-
ta n said. 

U.S. Army Chaplain Jerry 
Waver, who is stationed at Ft. 
Knox, said not knowine "who 

survived, who was injured and 
  to what extent" was excruciat-

ing for family members. -

"We've just• been, pretty 
much, talking with "the people,. 
allowing them to express -their 
grief," he said. 

"Some of them just like to sit 
and weep." 

The Rev. Mike Sawalich, pas-
tor of Mt.:.Sterling Baptist 
Church in Vevay, Ind., said the 
tragedy "does affect us all, espe-
cially within your Christian 
family." 

Rev. Sawalich and Chaplain 
Weaver were among many cler-
gymel who ministered to the 
famil'es of victims. Seven of the 
-clergymen were military chap-
lains. 

Ths ministers, state police, 
Red ' Cross and others kept the 
families up to date and con-
soled them, Mrs. Dame said. 
Fami:ies began to return to 
Radcliff in mid-afternoon after 
they learned identification of 
all: the bodies would not be 
completed Sunday. 
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;. LOUISVILLE. Tracy Carney Ways 'k : 
day. late and $50 -short. It may have 
'saved :her life: 

Even. though she had to•forgo an 
;amusement•park -outing that turned'' 
into one tlie; nation's worst bus trage 
dies,  sh'e. could find 'only cold 'comfort'`' 
in her personal good fortune. 

"I guess •I feel lucky," Tracy said. 
Sunday. "But I've lost people I call my 
church family. These,are people"we've 
prayed  with and cried with" 

Hours ,. after learning of the fatal 
crash, Miss Carney, .16, and William , 
Darnell 19, were at Norton Kosair 
Children's Hospital to, comfort friends 
.who lay burned in the hospital's 
wards. . 

"I was going with them," Tracy . 
said. "But the $50 my dad sent didn't .. 
get here until Saturday. It was too 
late." 

.Without the money, the dejected 
Tracy had to stay home. . 

William, who has attended five trips 
to Kings Island, was-called into work : 
unexpectedly. ! 

-William said he hurried to the hos-
pital Sunday because he heard his sis-
ter was there. She suffered a broken 
collarbone and was treated and re-
leased. 

But William stayed at Norton Ko-
-sair to see injured friends and to learn 
the fate of others. , 

"I just pray to God to let them be 
OK," he said. "People tell you- that 
someone is dead, but you can't accept 

As Mrs. Dame telephoned 
- relatives in the Poughkeepsie, 
-N.Y., area and prepared to re-
turn home to Radcliff, she said 
the time of not knowing about 
Lori was over. 

"I know that she's not with 
us any longer — that she's at 
-peace." 

Staff Reporter Crystal Hard-
en also provided information 
for this story. 



Kentucky State Medical 'Exam 
left iner Dr: George 'Nicti-

ols, , and Capt. Neal Brittairi of the Kentucky State 
•Police leave a Carrollton motel after talking with. the 

The Associated Press 

families of the V people' who were .killed Saturday 
night when a church bus from Radcliff was struck by 
a pickup truck on 1-71. 
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By CHARLES WOLFE fyj •: I 
Assodated teas Writer  

Jurors deciding the fate of Larry 
Mahoney must find "extreme indif-
ference" to.,-human life in order to 
find him guilty of murder in a 
church bus crash. that. killed 27 
people, according to a judge's in-
structions. 

Instructions were given Tuesday 
to the panel, which was to begin its 
deliberations today .about whether 
Mahoney, admittedly driving drunk 
and on the wrong side of the road 
when he crashed into the loaded 
bus, is a mass murderer. 

Jurors were scheduled to receive 
the case after closing arguments 
from special prosecutor Paul Rich-
walsky and defense attorneys Wil-
liam.Summers and Jack Hildebrand 
in Carroll Circuit Court... -
.Mahoney, 36; is:charged -,with 27 

counts of-rmurder,12 o• first-degree., 
assault, 42 of ̀  wanfon,. dridanger- . , 
ment and one of drunken-.driving. 

Twenty-four children' and three 
adults died in the fire that engulfed 
the former school bus after 
Mahoney's.pickup rammed it on In-
terstate 71, five miles south of Car-
rollton, on May 14, 1988. 

Judge Charles Satterwhite told 
jurors they were "close to the end 
of a very long journey" as he 
delivered his instructions. They had 
sat through 1.7 days of testimony, 
which ended Tuesday afternoon. 

Satterwhite gave the jury two al-
ternatives to the 27 murder charges 

Jury instructed. 
in Mahoney trial 4. 

' 'second-degree manslaughter, a 
Class C felony punishable by five 
to 10 years in prison, and reckless 
homicide, a Class D felony punish-
able by. one to five years. In each 
case, a fine of up to $10,000 can be. 
imposed if a ''prison sentence is 
probated. 
To convict: Mahoney of murder, 

the jury would have to find that he 
had acted with "extreme indif-
ference to the value of human life," 
under Satterwhite's instructions. 

Richwalsky. , contended that 
Mahoney's, actions — driving 
drunk and on the wrong side of an 
interstate Jhighway fit that 
descriptiorl. 

His . lawyers conceded..- that 
Mahoneyiwas.intoxicated'and driv-
ing north. in the southbound lanes 
of the divided highway but conten-
ded that:he did'i[ot deliberately: get -
drunk. They also. said the ;1977 
model bus was unsafe and that it 
was ultimately responsible for the 
deaths:and injuries. 

Murder is punishable by 20 years 
to life'. in prison. 
On the other counts, jurors also 

would have options of second- or 
fourth-degree assault and second-
degree wanton endangerment. 
The lesser assault charges are a 

Class C felony and Class A mis-
demeanor, respectively. The lesser 
endangerment charge also is a 

See: TRIAL 
Back Page, Column 5 

Continued from Page 1 
Class Al misdemeanor, punishable 
by up to a year in jail and a $500 
fine. 

Satterwhite told jurors they 
would be sequestered, spending 
nights in a motel under sherifPs-
guard, until reaching a. verdict. In 
the event of convictions, a hearing 
to set Mahoney's punishment 
would begin immediately. 
Once sequestered, jurors could 

not be released, even for Christmas, 
Richwalsky said. 
No one could predict how long 

jury deliberations would last, said 
Richwalsky and, another of 
Mahoney's attorneys, Russell Bal-
dani. 

Meanwhile, a consultant who 
says Ford Motor Co, sacrificed bus 
safety for profits was barred from 
conveying those allegations to 
Mahoney's jury. 

But an appeals court may get to 
decide whether the exclusion 
Tuesday .was proper. 
The consultant, Byron Bloch of 

Potomac, Md., was to take the wit-
ness stand in an empty courtroom 
today — the jury will already be 
deliberating the case — to give tes-
timony that Carroll Circuit Judge 
Charles Satterwhite.excluded. 

Bloch's comments would then 
become part of Mahoney's trial 
record and his exclusion likely 
would be raised as an issue on ap-
peal if there is a conviction, said 
Baldani, one of Mahoney's . attor-
neys. 
A new trial could be ordered if 

an appeals court thought Bloch's 
testimony could have changed the 
outcome of the trial. 

Bloch, who said he was an auto 
safety design consultant, told repor-
ters he would testify that 
automakers "trade off bum deaths 
and burn injuries so as to increYi.,,P 
their profits." 

Automakers will estimate the 
number of burn deaths and injuries 
in a year, then calculate out what 
the solution is to get rid of the fire 
hazard," Bloch said. "Oftentimes 
that. is in. the range of just a few 
dollars (per vehicle). In the case of 
the school bus, $8t5." 

Eighty-six dollars was what 
Ford, which made the bus chassis, 
charged to install a protective metal 
cage around bus fuel tanks, Bloch 
said. Cages became mandatory 
shortly after the Radcliff bus was 
,manufactured in 1977. 
I Bloch 'was permitted to give 
brief rebuttal testimony for the 
defense on Tuesday, limited to the 
subject of bus safety statistics. Spe-
cial prosecutor Paul Richwalsky 
objected to Bloch's testifying at all 
and sharply questioned his creden-
tials. 

Bloch said he is currently a con-
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Bench conference 
Defense attorney Jack Hildebrand (left) meets with the court Judge Charles Satterwhite during a bench conference Tuesday in' 
reporter, special prosecutor Paul Richwalsky and Carroll Circuit the Larry Mahoney trial. (Pool photo by Todd Buchanan.) 
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Continued from Page one n . ' six women-recommenaed'after two= , sentence. He-had' aYV.sked:for a:.35-

hours of deliberation: year :term - that , would . have made 
serve, at leash, eight years — H• friends ̂ andfaniiiy, already Mahoney elig<ble for parole after 13 

Y its the 5 months 'he spent, In weak from ahe trail's final emotion years.' 
J&before , being released 'on ; .al days,. broke down onee4gain as "I -think all that carnage and•dev-
=540,000  bond = before' becoming , the ecoaunendedsentence was ;an- "astation 'was worth ; more," 'Rich- 
eligltile i6r,Parole.' pounced:.' ,• '• walsky'said. z 
The juty-'recommended 16 years' ". The victims' fammlies were solemn, But his.larger disappointment was 

for each-',of-the- convictions for •.as 'and òbviously-upset yesterday. Ten not:getting',.the minder, conviction: 
sault, which. ironically carries•' a of<the'juror̀s, plus one alternate who: Richwalsky said fie.'•would. have felt 
more severe penalty than';-second returned; accepted Satterwhite'sxor-, ,'joie` confident`: at3 justice was 
degree mansladghter and labels Ma- 'fer of+psgchtatric:cbuhM̀ling to help.: served and:that the correct message 
`honey a violent offender He must••'them cope nth-any problems:°.they had beensentout:ev'e" if'Mafioney 
erve.at least1half;that senfence.• j,; might,have;afteA;., V long}ordeaL`' E' liad'beeny c̀onvictedwof murdbut 

t, T'he Jury; which suggested all-sen-. : Through a state. 'police kn-okes• y ven the iriinimum sentence;;oL:20 
I tences run ? concurrently; recom--: min ;'they. said they would not' co m 
mended 10 ..years '•for. ,each,..man- meat •on their verdict. i : ",Itwould have been a more effec-
slaughter convictIon,.. five;.ye'ars for, :..'The   .verdicts prompted' no 'cele ,ttve,n statement,'••Rlchwalsky; said, 
each first-degree'-wantoh:i*p" g ---ration§ by anyone., Physlcally:.ex- :,adding'that„it would,have.niade only-
ment conviction, one year for; each • hausted and emotionally drained; at ',two years differences in 1Vlahoney!s . 
seconddegree -wanton-'.. 'e'ndangeri ,i6rneys'and'famllies -onrbothJldes ; eligibility;. .parole —>in'10 years 
meat conviction and 30,days ior,the' admitted to ,some minor, victories .instead ..of ilght ', But.fn thatjsense, 
drunken-driving:convmction. but said there were no-real winners .maybe it's not that sigNiiiiat,±a 
' ,Tlie , recommended- sentence; Uke 5 , 'only losers  
the verdict, satisfied no'one It wasr 'We istarted out facia the death 
leks'•han th'e rosecution recoin-Li; enal g Richwalsky;added, though, Ghat 

p p ty;: and now we're 'facing` eight hot being'able ab get a'.murder., on 
W ded and- harsher than .the • de- years : until a ; parole':hearing •.: ; viction -insuch• a horrible, high-pro- 
tense's reque t: •c Sure we're pleased, with :the verdict. file case;deraonstrates how d•fffcult 
The lamilies ̀of' thei victims__ eR ,' We. beat:27 murder charges,' 'Ma - , 

pressed dismay. at the . weakc. mes- honey's lead-attorney;. William Sum it - - to: prosecute' murder inn a• de-
F " hicular homicide s  sage they:,-=,said' it sent to drunken mers,rsamd:,"He:was`referring toahe , 

drivers ; " Yk ; ..; initial capital4hurder , t charges:.. Richwalsky s boss, Attorney' Gen= 
The tragic events leading up' to against Mahoney era! Fred Cowan, :was on hand and Jthe ; trial were set : in iinotion .on :a , .But he said was not pleased -with commended him and the state : pa 

Saturday night more than 19 months thd-verdict that involved -a more se• lice for,the•job they did inrhandlmng 
May i4, 1988 when•a ,=were enal for the yin uries=than' •`probablyathe,biggest cnmiaalYtrt,l z 

$ P ty j .  } in the commonwealth's history' t eavlly*mntoxmcAted.Malioney drove for the• deaths., He said .that would. •. 
iickun on the. wrong.side;.of.In- : - hp' the tiasis_of:an appeal' he. would t:owan said he would :contiUu .. 

0aftliff' 
ate 71 and crashed headmen into, . file after. Mahoney is formally sen- lead, the '"arduous ;fight" against 

'Fi'rst Assembly. 'of God tented. drunken .driving: 
church bus. Flames erupted, and 24 Summers said he believed 'the ' " State police' Detective'Tony Vof- 

!,children and three adults perished..; jury realized their mistake and went fit,, one ,of .the rinvestigators, •:in ,the 
Twelve children; were seriously above'the an'Imum sentence of 10+ :case; said•he`had hb edsfor"a'mur- II 

1injured; 27 escaped with minor in- years, they could have recommend-: '.der conviction, especially during.the 1 
Vuries.. '" ed Jn'=order. torcover, that' inistake.. holiday season when it is &Ri ih 

y' F g .F, f . be--" ' more people, will,be.killed.b t , Mahone "' non =awaited"trial.•be• .Some of ;the ;.victims ,relatives by 
seven, weeks ago. High 'drama" 'agreed with gum the vet- 'en- drivers.. 

land emotion drained the partici- -diet's inconsistency but from an Rassell Baldani; another of Ma-
pants and observers during each. of .opposite viewpoint. They desperate honey's attorneys, disagreed, saying 
;the 27 ' days it dragged, on, as 126 ly wanted a murder conviction and he" felt it. would have been, more ef-
twitnesses testified and more than said the . verdict's .,message. almost fective to have Mahoney talk to chit= 
150 pieces of evidence were pre- gives drunken drivers permission to dren 'about the dangers of drunken - 

nted. kill. driving than to lock' him up. 
' It finally ended' yesterday morn- Assistant Attorney General Paul Summers, who said ,he was . too Imng, no less emotional-than when it Richwalsky Jr., the special prosecu=' drained by the experience'to com- 
began, as ' Mahoney heard the sen- . for for the case, also said he was prebend the impact, said he would 
hence. that the jury of six men and disappointed with the recommended hold a news conference Thursday. 

b- "W 



.ByBIiI.'.WERONKA'. -F 
., pStaff; WriterIPA 

I CARROLLTON, .Ky:_=.''Larry._ Mal oney:, wentyto.:•jail: r 
'k Chrishnbs -,y6terday;•after. the'Carroii,dicuit;Court;jury:that 
convicted •hiim' of: manslaughter: instead of • murder '•recom-
'p6nded that he.serve'16 years in prison for.: causing•27 deaths 
4:;;iri::the,.nation's worst •drucike"riving`.accident. 
a A pale: and- red-eyedtMahoney, who• had spent-:Thursday 
•night .'with his family,"was obviously shaken by"the':recom-

ed sentence. He was taken off`to jail almost immediately ;meud  
;after. Carroll Circuit,Judge.Charles Satterwhite -officially de-

".'Ri6lared" him guilty of 27.counts of second-degree manslaughter, 
•,;M,counts of:first-degree,assault, 27 counts of first-degreeVan-

{; - ton"endangerment,. 14, counts of second-degree ;wanton endan-
rjge'rment and one count:of driving while intoxicated:* .:'the 
jverdict handed -down'by;;;the-jury Thursday. _." 
+ Vilioney,<36,.will be held in a..local.jail ttrrougti'.Cliristirias, 
athen'• 66. transferred, fo .a• regional< facility - to.:-await :formal 
`sentenc r g by. Satterwhite' . n Feb. 23.. T' ' judge can-reduce ; 
but notJkreas'e'4he sentence.,  

If Satterwhite accepts the jury s recommendation, Mahoney - 
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Il g Prospective 
•aun°ors tapped 

as , Mahoney 
. Rse Edvances' 

By BILL WERONKA 
Staff Writer 

CARROLL-TON, Ky. — Jury selection in Larry Ma-
lioney's trial moved along unexpectedly well yester-
day afternoon after an ominously slow start beset by 
confusion and strong opinions earlier in the day. 
Day four of selecting jurors to hear the case against 

Mahoney — who is charged with 27 counts of murder 
in the collision of a church bus and his truck that 
killed 27 people — began extremely slowly. Eleven of 
the first 16 prospective jurors were rejected during 
'individual questioning. 

But things speeded up during the course of the 10-
hour day, with six of the next eight chosen. In the 
end, which came about 7 p.m., 11 of the 24 inter-
viewed had passed the second of three hurdles in the 
selection process. 

"Frankly, •I'm surprised. I didn't think we'd have 
this many today," said Assistant Attorney General 
Paul Richwalsky Jr., the special prosecutor for the 
trial. "It's going'a little quicker than I thought. Like I 
said, it runs in streaks." 
And those streaks can turn against the process, 

Richwalsky said, tempering his optimism. 
We .could hit a dry spell and be sitting on this 

same_ number two days from now," he said. 
.Jack °Hildebrand, one of Mahoney's three attorneys; 

was optimistic despite the fact that a majority of the 
potential jurors were accepted over defense objec-
tions. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTO BY ED REINKE 

Reporters barred from viewing the individual questioning of potential jurors in the Larry Mahoney 
trial listened to the proceedings on television monitor that showed only an empty courtroom. 

"Obviously the two parties have different feelings 
about people," Hildebrand said. "It's difficult to say 
what will happen at the peremptory stage." 
That will be the final step in the process that began 

last week in Carroll' Circuit Court. For three. days 
potential jurors were questioned as a group in open 
court. 
The individual interviews that began yesterday are 

being held privately in a separate room. A television 
camera is focused on the empty courtroom while the 
sound from the TV set transmits the testimony for the 
media. That process will continue until about 31 peo-
ple are accepted. 

In the final stage, .the defense will be allowed to 

strike 10 potential jurors and the prosecution, six. At-
least 15 jurors, including three alternates, will be se-
lected. Carroll Circuit Judge Charles Satterwhite is 
still considering having additional alternates because 
the trial is expected to take six to eight weeks. 
The charges — which also include 42 counts of 

wanton endangerment, 12 counts of assault and one 
count of driving under the influence — were filed 
after a pickup truck that Mahoney was driving the 
wrong way on Interstate 71 near Carrollton hit the 
front of a bus used by the First Assembly of God 

See 11 PROSPECTIVE 
PAGE 3, col. 5, this section, 
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11 prospective jurors are selected 
Continued from Page B 1 

church in Radcliff. The collision, on 
May 14, 1988, resulted in a blaze 
that gutted the bus. 
More than half of the people in-

terviewed yesterday said they were 
confused by the type of murder 
charges Mahoney faces or simply 
were opposed to those charges. Oth-
ers expressed .strong feelings for or 
against Mahoney that placed their 
impartiality into question. 

Questioning over both issues 
slowed the process considerably, 
causing the interviews to run two 
hours longer than expected, even 
though only 24 of the 30 . people 
called yesterday were interviewed. 
The charge in question is wanton 

murder. It says that, when a. person 
"manifests an extreme indifference 
to human life," including driving 
drunk, a person can be charged 
with murder and the prosecution 
does not have to prove intent. 
One man said bluntly that he did 

not believe the law was just and that 
even a "bottle of Listerine" would 
cause some people to register legal-
ly drunk on a Breathalyzer test. In 
Kentucky, a blood-alcohol level of 
.10 is considered legally drunk. Ma-
honey allegedly had a blood-alcohol 
level 21/2 times that. 

A. number of would-be jurors, 
some of whom were ,retained, re-
quired lengthy explanations before 
they said they understood the rami-
fications of the law. 

"You're calling in people and con-
fronting them cold about the law," 
Richwalsky said. "How many people 
sit around in their living rooms and 
think, 'Wanton murder. I wonder 
what that means?' " 
The day started with a neighbor 

of Mahoney stating categorically 
that he could not find him guilty. 

"He's done suffered enough," the, 
man said. "Why keep dragging it 

out? I can't sit back and judge this 
man about what happened a year 
ago. He's got to live with it, too. I'm 
not God." 
He was excused, along with a 

member of Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving who said she would have a 
hard time . not finding Mahoney 
guilty of something. 
Two men who had been convicted 

of driving under the influence were 
interviewed. One was accepted, the 
other rejected. 

Richwalsky said the man who was 
accepted "had all the 'right an-
swers," along with openly admitting 
he had pleaded guilty to the charge. 

"There's a school of thought that 
those people are a lot harder on 
subsequent DUI offenders than non-
drinkers," Richwalsky said. 
During the long day, people were 

questioned about their feelings on 
pretrial publicity,.bus safety, drink-
ing and driving, sympathy for the 
victims and the effects of the trage-
dy on Carrollton. On the latter, near-
ly all felt the impact had been nega-
tive and, when asked specifically 
about a sign that marks the spot of 
the crash, no one felt it was proper. 

"Lots of people die on the high-
ways," one woman said. "Who wants 
to be reminded by signs? One life is 
just as much a tragedy as 27." 

People were dismissed for a num-
ber of reasons,. ranging from medi-
cal problems to a "teetotaler" who 
had had five deaths in her family in 
the past year. One young woman, 
who got teary-eyed and broke out in 
a rash during questioning, was ex-
cused because she was too nervous. 

Thirty more people are scheduled 
to be interviewed today and another 
30 tomorrow. Satterwhite said all.re-
maining potential jurors — those 
who have qualified and those 'who 
have not — will return Thursday 
morning and "we will decide where 
we go from there." 

9• - - 
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By LESLIE SCANLON 
and KAY STEWART 
Staff Writers 

Jim Wooldridge suspects that 
prosecutors "are going to make an 
example" out of Larry Mahoney, the 
34-year-old drunken driver who was 
traveling the wrong way on Inter-
state 71 when his pickup collided 
with a busload of Radcliff teen-
agers, killing 27 people. 

By seeking the death penalty 
against Mahoney, the government is 
trying to "send out a message that 
we can't tolerate this," said Wool-
dridge, who works at the University 
of Louisville. 

But the problem with that ap-
proach, said Louisvillian Patrick 

Hats 
m 

ubllc o n, -ke __ - 
Finding the punishment to ht 
the cringe proves no easy task 
Welsh, is past leniency for drunken 
drivers. "Society hasn't sent a mes-
sage out that this Is something we 
won't tolerate. And now we're going 
to the extreme" — the death penal-
ty. 

For much of the last two weeks, 
the May 14 bus crash near Carroll-
ton has prompted discussions at 
lunch tables and on radio call-in 
shows on what can be done to pre-
vent drunken driving and how 
drunken drivers should be punished. 

In the early 1980s — when Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving became 
active in the state and the General 
Assembly passed the "stammer bill" 
imposing tougher penalties for 
drunken-driving convictions — the 
number of fatal traffic accidents in-
volving alcohol dropped, from 365 
in 1983 to 289 in 1985. 

In recent years, however, the 
number of deaths caused by drunk-
en drivers began climbing again — 
last year's fatalities were up to 359. a 

While .there's widespread agree-
ment that intoxicated people should 
not drive, public opinion appears di-
vided over how harshly to treat 
drunken drivers involved in fatal ac-
cidents — and how to stop people 
frorn drinking and driving. 

Lois Windhorst of Jefferson Coun-
ty, a founder of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving in Kentucky, said she 
is angry that it took a tragedy like 
the bus crash to draw attention to 
the problem. 
"We have been telling people 

about crashes that happen every 
day," Windhorst said. "But it took 
... 27 lives snuffed out in a second" 

See DRUNKEN-DRIVING 
Back page, col, 1, this section 



Drunken-driving problem divides the public 
Continu.Y:;.frO4Page One 

for, people to become outraged: "We 
are,losing'people• today still because 
of.drunken .driving. That bus crash 
didn't stop it." 
.Sandi LeMaster, president of. the 

Boyd County .MADD chapter; wants 
judges to enforce the penalties in 
the slammer bill consistently. 

,If, people know they're going to 
get a tough fine and maybe jail time 
fora conviction, "They're going to 
think twice" before they drink and 
drive, said LeMaster, whose 2-year-
old- grandson was killed by a drunk-
en•driver in 1985. 
Some lawyers in Jefferson Coun-

ty; however, say juries won't be fair 
to-••.drunken-driving defendants be-
cause of the-emotional impact of the 
bus :crash. They point to a case de-
cided six days after the accident. In 
what Jefferson District Judge Wil-
liam:Knopf called "the toughest jury 
verdict I've ever seen," jurors rec-
ommended the maximum sentence 
—=,a year in jail and a $1,000 fine — 
for,;•a man convicted for the third 
time of drunken driving. 
'Sterling Neal, who .represented 

the i-defendant, said the crash con-
tributed to an "atmosphere of hyste-
riA!.%.that led the jury to recommend 
themaximum penalty... -
Bat the jury foreman, Walter Cro-

nin, said the bus. crash wasn't_ an in-
fluence. He said the maximum pen-
alty:was appropriate because the de-
fendant•= Henry Owens III, 46,"of 
the ,1200 block of South 26th Street 
= apparently didn't get the message 
from his previous convictions. 

After that • verdict; attorney Elgin 
Crull asked Knopf to reschedule`a 
trial .against . a man ;facing his ;first 
drunken-drivilig change: ' 

"I don't believe any -defendant -
can get a fair and impartial jury tri-
al," Crull„ said; asking Ahat the trial 
be delayed "at least a month until 
things die down. 
Knopf said. he couldn't reschedule 

all drunken-driving 'cases, because 
of a clogged court docket. He told 
Crull he could question jurors to de-
termine 'if any were prejudiced by 
the bus crash, adding, "I believe 
your client can get a fair trial." 

Attorney Murray Porath said he 
won't take a drunken-driving case to 
a jury in the aftermath of the acci-
dent. "There's no way anyone 
wasn't,affected by that accident," he • 
said. 

AtLouisville's Phoenix Hill Tav-
ern .Thursday:, night, a group of co-:•. 
workers had gathered for a drink 
after work. ~ One of them, 'Tom 
Sparks;. said the crash reinforced 
the message: "Don't'get bombed and 
drive." 

His co-workers said that road-
blocks and the Traffic Alcohol Pa-
trol (TAP) program help deter 
drunken driving, but they added 
that bartenders and many drinkers 
also have become more cautious 
and responsible. 

Earlier in the day, several people 
eating lunch at the Galleria in down-
town Louisville expressed doubt that 
the bus crash will permanently. 
change Kentuckians' attitudes to-
wards drinking and driving. When 
media coverage of the crash "starts 

to die down," said bank employee 
Laura Doucette, accidents involving 
alcohol ;will "start picking up again." 
"0pi fi" also are sri&i ,ly divided, 

on whether , drunken drivers - in-
volved in, fatal accidents should be 
proaecuted;;for- capital murder, 
-W6en-VVEZ-FlV disc jockey Joe: 

Fedele asked listeners.,on-May:19 to -
express their.'yiews, .about half the -' 
callers thought prosecutors should 
seek the death penalty ' against Ma-
honey and half believed "we ought 
to have sympathy for., him because 
.he has a family, too, and he's a hu-
man being," Fedele said. 
On WHAS radio, Milton Metz 

fielded three hours of calls on the 
subject May 18 and said, he "had ev-
ery kind of opinion imaginable." 
"There was a lot of anti-drinking" 

sentiment, and .only.A few people 
saying that ,Mahoney "wasn't such a 
bad 'guy;,' 
'But several people said in inter-

views that they .were uncomfortable 
with the prosecutors' decision. 

"I don't see it (the bus crash) as a 
premeditated murder," said bank 
worker Bruce Flannery. 
Tom Spalding, a computer opera-

tor for Brown-Forman distillers, 
pointed out that a Carroll County 
man who killed two people with an 
ax in 1985 was convicted only of 
first-degree manslaughter. 

Spalding's co-worker, Harry 
Mudd, agreed. "To me, the death 
penalty applies to someone with 
malice ' and full intent to kill some-
body, which this guy didn't have. He 
just acted with extreme irresponsi-
bility." 
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By William Weathers' 
Kentucky Post staff --reporter 

CARROLLTON — 'Camp-
bellsburg -Fire Chief -Dennis 
Brown discovered the full,hor-
ror. of the. tragedy here. when 
firefighters • opened the back 
door of the long, yellow church 
bus., 

In the aisle in the center -of 
the bus were bodies of children, 
three to four .deep for a length . 
of, About two bodies. 
`• •'Some ẁereori.seats.: .•' • 
Some ' were ••'piled o*n..top • of 

others. . 
All were charred black. 
`•`It .was bad," Brown .said, 

worse' than anything he'd seen 
An 20 years as a. firefighter. 
'.The Campbellsburg Volun-

• The° children  .   • 
-were hurting and 
frightened andIn 
shock because" of-
t heir friends. 

Charlie- Main, 
Eminence Fire 

and Rescue.Service 

.already was on the scene. 
"Everyth'ing was happening 

all at once: A helicopter was, 

teer•F.ire Department arrived at """""g in mere was quite a iot 
the scene about 11:10 p.m. Sat= of hysteria," he said. 
urday — 15 to minutes after•a "The children were hurting. 
Toyota. pickup slammed and frightened and in shock be 
• head -'On  into the bus. cause of their friends." . 

Flames ran along.• the full -Passersby stopped . to help, 
length of the bus on both side's;.: said, Ed Webb, director-_ of, the 
leaping 3 to 4 feet from the win- Carroll County Ambulance Ser-
dows, Brown said. vice. 

As Brown approached, he "-You .had people down on 
could see injured children scat- their hands and knees, holding 
tered -behind the bus for about people that were hurt, .trying to 
lOQ. feet. comfort-them,',' he said. 

At the edge of the median, he -"There was a lot of confu-
-saw six to eight teen-agers sion." 
whose faces showed clearly the Injured children were in the 
blisters of third-degree burns. emergency' lane, slow lane. and 

"There were victims all over . - median of the highway, Webb. 
the highway that had been said. I - 
burnt," he said. ' - Most were teen-agers — be-

"I could see these kids lying tween 12 and 17. 
up and down in the median." Many were crying. 

Charlie Main of the • Emi- Webb and other rescue per 
nence Fire and Rescue •.Service •sonnel tended to the most criti-

Y 

WOfS$ 

years ,.,,. 
tally injured first.' 

.--,"We tried to get the . patient 
on`sterile burn sheets, - and 'if 
they ,had a, respiratory problem, 
give them oxygen," he said. 

': The driver: of.' the -pickup 
truck, Larry_ , W. Mahoney,: was 
._trapped in the wreckage briefly, 
Brown said:: 

-Rescue personnel had to pry 
the truck apart to: remove him. 

The Campbellsburg. 
..firefighters,:" virtually extin= 
guished .the '.flames: o T, the bus 
within.l0 minutes;according to 
Brown. 

He believes the '.fire started 
when 'the -pickup rammed the 

-,front axle -of the bus a•full six 
feet into the body. •of,the bus. 1 
• The truck sheared off most 

of'.the• right ° front . fender,* then 
struck the-double passenger 
doors at the front; he said. 

The ga 6line tank of the bus 
was just beiow - and behind 
those doors: ` • • I . . 

The passengers .in.:the rear of 
the bus probably were the ones 
who escaped ', Brown said. 

"It was a terrible experience. 
It was a bad situation." 

Brown- recalled one of the 
more emotional moments of the 
experience:. 

"One of the little girls talked 
to one ,of my officers and said 
the only reason she made it was 
Jesus was with her." 

Staff reporters Crystal Hard-
en and Connie Remlinger also 
provided information for this 
story. 

I 
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Rur,,ial,...hos •t0 It" ;s.chooled.ln .disaster 
L.CarrolL:County facility.`}ust.off tl ,rexpr.,essway; we get a lot of trauma 
u•BY{Pe99Y•Kre1 er.'•^'•,•=..<"• s' e • •'""•.''-. , Y••. •.• - ,,•;•; a••'.• -••r .:• • • • .•. ,c••.,• a ••: .' .: • 
1 f F {%.1.3 ;f7•J :•V •a'!" •> 71. b,r!{' 1:: { •,. 7J .1 •t• .r Vr• "..' i.!t .J+l`1 -. 5•i IJ} '- 4, . \Kentucky Post•staN reporter  `: s , ,,, . ... ... ,....... ,`'7x,ua:;<:r; It.wa5 a quiet situatiosi. There 
`y :CARROLLTON • —y Labe technician • ,"'''• +  
.•Dennis,Green'grabbed his green hospital: 1 .,was an air of reverence. You'd. 
—gown, and-headed .for Carroll- County;Me-  
•morlal Hospital. when•he heard eergen ' : hear,the mo ans and. cries of the 
cy.calls crackling on -his-iadio scanmner. - _ 

Admitting clerk Jean •McAlister got'to . n - Ch11dTeI1, -'And •it' V1Tas ) uSt everyone 
ttlie parking lot minutes after a, disaster s --•• ---•-- - - - in the h` itnl do_ing•their job. 1. 

'Nurses' and other hospital"woikeis 
-heading- home` from?the•second :'hift .1 4' ' + "1` —Joe Marlette, X-ray technologist 
turned around '.arid • went back 46" work" .  

.. when• they- heard of the fiery church bus t:The.hospltal .. Immediatelytmobfized a ̀_• "It was a quiet. situation," Marlette 
accident: ; ̂ ...,...• =•' t - phone,tree. Hospital alerted`de- , said. "There was an air of reverence: 

"Within the first few minutes, we start-•- partment heads, who called their"workers: You'd hear the moans and cries of the 
ed filling up," said :Dr. 'Jeff Campbell, The tree .keeps the hospital phone lines , children. And it was just everyone in the 

.medical director of the hospital. "It'seems' free for emergency•callsr- •,., ' . ' hospital doing their job." 
everybody'and his brother, has a scanner 
around here. •_ ;• ; ;poctors, .nurses,.• therapists ,. billing ' .C3reen, .the lab technician, helped in 

clerks and kitchen :workers' quickly con- the..erriergency room. He was impressed' 
"We're Just off the expressway. We get a - verged on: the, hospital: ".Within minutes ' .. by -how well • the teen-agers handled the 

lot of. trauma,." ,,:. r ;,• ,;athe,ca"feteria,, respiratpry and phy'sical•J; disaster. 
Another. church bus accident on-,Inter- :•,:•thera py rooms, and' ,;the emergency "room „ „ 

}state .71 in. July 1983 honed' the ruril;-., r r.were"̀  set /-up gas ̀ treatment ;centers: with': J I'didn t see ,any hysteria, he said. "In , 
the cafeteria • there was a 'small group' 

.bed hospital staff's disaster response plan. ' doctors and nurses assigned. holding hands with their heads bowed: I 
Hospital personnel treated 18•patients ai- .;'i: Shottly,;pefore '11s30'R m, ahe .double •:. •k they were praying." 
ter a charter bus .ran.off lnterstate,71 two ̂  doors of: the emergency rooirl, burst=open •Y= ,,,, 
miles: north of , Carrollton .'and • plunged . and ambulances started '-unloading: With- "w I :worked with one girl. Her arms and 
dowr 'a 350-foot embankment.- ":in minutes, the hospital staff•was treating -' her ?ace were burned up. And she was ; 

Each :new, tractor-trailer •collision, van., 24 Patients some badly'• burned, some apologizing for crying." 
crash'or other vehicle accident refines the -.with broken bones, many.suffering,`irom,: By 3 a.m., eight of the -most critical 
response,"sai'd. nursing' director Jan ' srrioe and heat inhalation:' " '. r' ".patients.•had been stabilized and trans-
Woods.- - ;`They--Just kept bririgirig .triem' in "in fened. to ;hospitals in Louisville.. The rest 

" were released to their parents by 5 a.m. Just about everyone In Carrollton knew • <. wheelchairs 'and stretchers; . said Joe  
the first stop for the teen-agers Injured in :Marlette, chief X-ray technologist. " In \less -̀than six hours, the emergency 
-the fiery collision between a pickup truck Volunteers'notified parents and helped' was over:+X.. 
ant:} busload of lteeri-agers returning to ch1•ildren who-were able talk with them by. , ".."We haven't quite settled down yet," 
Radcliff fro m'Kings-•Island Saturday` ph••ie:'The,hospital halls were a blur of Mrs.Woods'said late,Sunday afternoon. 
would'be the Carroll County h'ospiu u!_: movement..,;, . k .. , , , s - "After it's;over,,you don't sleep." . 

,arrolfton collision among ,nat•onN.. deadliest bL 
Associated Press 

Here is a list, drawn from As-
sociated Press files, of'the worst 

.. 'recent domestic bus accidents.'. 
,.;•,..• .' .■•A••RDP.P.11•np •C+.arlinp filnfi*_ `• 

Victims'' names*ithheld until, all identified 
Assodated Preis + `}' `.rL - }• ;t- washds..-.,i_ + a-a,-a__ - 

nri •.•,. aSYF•uwn2m•.•• 



arr-'ollton collision arnon• 1  ",• •` •t`.Id V' ̀  •  • •  na•on e•adlrest bus wrecks _ J , , 
Associated Press ' 

Here is a list, drawrifrom.As-
sociated Press files; of the'worst 
recent domestic•bus accidents.', 

,EA,.speeding=Starhiie Sight- „` 
seeing. Tours .coach` wrecked in 
a -California canyon on May 30, 
1986, killing 21' passengers:: The - 
driver .was, sentenced -to four, 
years in prison. 
■ A tour bus carry.•ing mostly • 

senior, citizens .from Dallas to, 
Branson, MO., •plunged into a 
44-foot ravine near Jasper, Ark., 
on June 5, 1980, killing 20 people 
and.injuring,13. _ 
■ A commuter , bns ''crashed 

through a guardrail near Quan-
.tico,: Va., and down' an •80-foot; 

•I1 a(t• 
f  near New Berlin, N.Y., on April 

efiftl 16 
near 
5, 1983, killing' five . passengers 
" and injuring 16 others. 

^`'• • "'' `" ✓ ' . M A truck •- crossed a center 
+ 'y' line, and slammed into•a school, ,bRbre4nd after •.:.•., 

"CARROLLTON = ̀A' list,oi •,victims in the,• r°np n• :}• ^•• _• t, ; <:`._, "- , ',bus' near Snow Hill, N:C., 'on ,t. r n• r.. •,  • .May 31•, .1985, killing five chit= 
church bus accident that claimed 274 . gI lh6ls•sald.hJscrew is using dental iecoids,r, ; '.dren and injuring 20. 
urday•night will not be released ,until all vic-j; •to,,, atali namesd :vicWiis'T#•'hebodies were ; R - , 
times have '=beeri•' identif led, . ac cording to ,•.taocharred •to'check'identiiicationsi' othei The,worst'bus'accident re-. 
officials: ••way► he said: ' ''s s- y• ,'- k•,.rs i- corded in the Guinness Book of 

t •' - k 1 World Records occurred In* 1973 
An autopsy' - team -- heade(t_by,; Dr.,.Georgei.x :•«`N•°;one. 'is .pa•itively; entitled' 1,1  t' in Egypt, when 'a• bus plunged ' 

• Nichols; state• medical , was: expected •; ,said'in-the. aftern•on• ,2,don't:know how lbrig'f ' 
to resume 'work this morning, said Glenn Wal- r it will take." ' ] : •> 

•.'i.it' 11.. . r • •  

ton, a state police spokesman. V:14, ;t•; Prelirininaiy,autgpsles'on•22•victlms;iriciiCat=y' 
."We're'  not releasing a list until we,have ally ed `-that'eaeh die sfromesinokellnhaletion,•: 

the names and next of kin have been notified," Nichols said. ' •; •1, i ':;  
he said. "it's been a very-draining experience 

Victims'• names withheld`un 
Assxlated Press' ' r: • .  '•' ed.1tractfl refrigerated, r-trailerx. 

`  auto lies Walto '"said' ' ̀ r 

Bodies will be kept in a portable morgue — a . cally and mentallysOd iW• -'•`;'• c•' i4. 

r erribankmenti' into, a,•„creek on   
Feb. 18, 1981, killing' ,dl people.. 

;.-and  injuring 13. + team's bus collided with a_tank-' 
1 : ' • ' : er truck .near West Glacier, 

■ Raging floodwaters . of the Mont., -on Jars- 21,_ 1984, killing' 
Guadalupe River in Texas car=' nine people aboard the bus and 

car-ried away, a bus and a van  19. 
rying 43 people .on July' 17, 1987, w A bus carrying school chil-

c •',.zvkill.ing 10: teen-agers• from •a dren to a state convention left a 
•.. church camp.. , rural road near Uno;' Ark., and 

■ A high school wrestling overturned on -March 25, 11983," 1 

C, 

killing .- four students and. five - . 
teachers. n 

■ A bus carrying, worshipers •r N 
to a Christmas revival , collided 
with a truck near'Devers, Texas, ':ge 
on Zee- 24, 1983, killing nine 
people and injuring 14. . 

ii AsCoatinental Trailways bus-r Yi 

i• 

i i 

f# i 
into a canal, killing 127 people. 
What "is believed' to be the? 

`g worst bus accident'in U.S. histo-
ry'occurred on; Sept. 17, 1963,' 
;when a bus collided with a train` 

:' near Salinas, 4Calif.,.. killing' 32 
'farm, workers:` ` 

On'May 21;,1976, a'school bus 
,,';. ; ,carrying 53 Yuba City, Calif., 

-ar .l° 'truck- High- School students plunged 
-edY, he rear'ioi a 's off '•a freeway ramp near Marti-

r••Li ►i:ngston,• Texas,,. n `d nes Twenty-eight students and C ; .._.. 
ged 4o,ieeti; into. a, creekon : a teacher were killed. 
~30;;1983, killingrsixtp`assen= *Thirty years ago, a school bus 
i and inlInog. 9 driver. affil 
'6th' " " r •,• •̀':••••;7;• ••a from f tiie;•LevisanFork osburg lunged Into i the Big 
Atractor trailernand,a1busr Sendy• Rives -on :.Feb.'28,, 1958,; 
ying mentally•3retarded and {̀  ';kiiling•26.students and the:,bus 
•icape dults• crashers,; ;driver;,•Y _ 



r 
•v; MayA,1988 
•...:•"-,- dal•,`. _-.,_ .. 

I•r • 
M one Is pickup s::. { 
ei ,of the +bus and ;.{ 
i;Second'si after 4m-r • r= • 

tiorialf'.Tra,nsporta= ; : • 
examining -the bus' 
iesofV',the fire. .On ' 

fiiel tank of the.. 
impact. _ 
;had been 'refueled t 

n$-about-the safety 
highways:, School 

igh-speedrxhighway • , 
eratfes: i jVbus, in-
ieOn?'Jeffersonville,' 
;merican Bus`Asso-
Washington, D.C. 
;d vehicle;,designed ` 
students over'rural 
3odiel, said*--'... 
:lies;; such 'as Aliose • 3 •• 
diesel-powered 
plbsive.• Diesel; fuel 
nt.,Is rconstderably; ; 

lent. into "effect; in 
busimanufacturers-3 '. 
gfor•crasWimpact: 
lus4,may,•liave,;tieen, ̂  •; 

liig `difference;'.! •a•t 
l Highways Traffic 

,he°most severei.we 
t etank;•t0+be tp. ,. 
•,bo;rrier m̀oving at _ 
jPolice 'took• blood` ` r t' "• 

rroiiton 

ne--to be 1,with th'e• ,{ 

)f,+', •f ••r•• •Y .Y.. ,h. ,• 1, 

s'blood-alcoholrlev 
n. Dunn, will ' seek a 
s. o! the tests:•"," by a pickup truck heading the wronglway`orl 1;7r1inearrCarrollton Saturday night. fuel tank of the 1977 Ford bus had ruptured on impact. 
! .• l ..• •u L+r,• • k 

accident, ,horrified 
.ton; 'about'.75, miles , ' 
t,identify•the dead. ` 
of*the victims will 

y s • r . •i,':a' y••';'¢. 'y:y;• ,: • h rr' ,•' ,s•`, The AssociatedPrr 
;.r. ..•,•.;.. •F .',r. t F ,if,.t .Yf tt t5•3«i i••pT••' •J y~ '=M •{ ,ky , •'(✓•• l•S':•YT f:v^.. i•e... ••rw . , 

A police officer.videotapes the charred yvreckageypf a• H rch bus that was struckr. "The bus burst into flames; killing 27 people. Investigators Sunday discovered tl 

yt t . 4 • .•• •. r .. rest  yc - _ 

••:.i'Gf-.•.•'-:••••;;:,;tip •, - • 
W•iuel'system,., ble size. 

matter • of fact, the gas tank by the '77 Guess disputed assertions. that school bus 

T• 

t• 

• T 

f' 
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. ••I fiink•:abo • 
not'eveiry.,nrlin 
every se, on j 
•abot those 0hi,1 . 

those families: ' 
By BILL tVERONKA ' " -' 
Staff writer 'Al' 

WORT1'PV ' , Ky.` y , •µ< 
honey is very,:famWar-witfl','i . 
meat. ` `, 
The country boy from Owen ;Coup! 
— labeled a mass murderer:16i- OS ' 
role in the fiery`   

church-bus trage• o Delib6ri ions _r •; _ 
dy - that , claimed start.., Page B̀'L.:_.' 
27 lives .on May - ... , .::::: 
14, 1988 _ has .been. locked .up; ever 
since, a prisoner of his owu ;mind:'; 
I think -about it, not; every,.minute;:,.. 

but every •second.I thiNi'about MOW.'.- 
children, .. those families. They're ; al-
ways there; they're, neyer; going ;fo 
leave. For five hours .Tuesday.night: 
Mahoney retraced, hLs .Physical, and .: 
psychic journey into .this. -nightmare: 
He traveled - the - same •lots• country . 

. ' Back' page,;col: •1.ttis, section' 

01 

t ° about it, not every 
minute, but eves second'A-- 
Continued  from Page One V. sk:?He also said he went Into the trail 

roads where -It began, pointing out 
his stops and describing the people 
he met along the way that Saturday 
night. 
-'- Interviewed at a close friend's 
house, one of the few places he still 
!eels comfortable, Mahoney painful-
ly-bared his soul, attempting to ex-
plain how he has been Irrevocably 
changed, how he'copes and how he 
will survive whatever the future 
.holds. 
- The jury.in Mahoney's murder tri-

al began deliberating his fate yester-
day. He is accused of driving drunk 
-the wrong way-nn Interstate 71 and 

>; crashing head-on into the Radcliff 
First Assembly of''God , church bus. 

.Since he was released from jail 
.'fiyemonths after. the accident, Ma-
honey hasn't gone out, in public of-
-:ten+•There Is always the fear, he 
.said, that someone will come up and 
cal! him a murderer. And when he 
is out, he knows people stare ' and it 
makes- him uneasy. 
-' All his I-feelings have been ampli-

,fied.:since the trial begaii. 
V: don't :even- hear, what they're 

.:,saying part. of the. time because. I 
know I'm sitting'-there with the peo- 
•pleifrom Radcliff and-.the children.' 
 "They said-they hate me,'that I'm 
a murderer. I_ wl'6W& feel -the same 

;_.AViy,-.1 guess: I dona move around 
,P,gesuse - I know they're' staring 'at 
me: -I• can' feel-. it ' and I'm thinking 
:$tiout.what they're thinking." 
.:';6=';wowing that he eventually. would 
testify and apologize -to the famiilesi 
e said he tried':to' think• about what 

to:;say and came -up '' with something 
,:newyeach day. 
' F •"I waited 18 months to do It," he 
..:said.,"I don't know if the people be-
ileve It, but I told the truth. I don't 
lie. You can't make , me !!e, ' no mat- 
lbliiwhat it Means: for me'. I won't lie 

'get out of something. . 
zY "The apology didn't come out'like. 
i glahned:•The night before •I asked. 
-46r-,God's help.and then it just came 
"-.put`ttie- way it.did." 

Some aspects . of: the trial have 
bothered 'him. He said he . felt the 
families should not have been sub-
• . gcted to hearing the details of the 
traged y_"over and. over and over." 

. lhliiking everybody would just tell 
:`ft'Jruth; but feels Assistant Attor-
ney General Paul Richwalsky Jr., 
;ttte=:special prosecutor, did not "do 
'Some  things -•because he was afraid 
what he would find." 
- "Plain and simple, he's defending 
Ford Motor- Co.; Mahoney said of 
the church bus's manufactures.* "I 
know he's got a.job-to do,-but; to.:me, 
;think'the prosecutor-and.the'state 
hag, set. me up. " 

.._"'Before  this trial.-I, didn't know 
much about buses and or any of this 
;stuff: But I feel •the public should 
,know about the buses. their children 
ride :. on. He (RIchwalsky) wouldn't 
, ',.•let:•that:come' out,. 
y;.)• I;.know I was drunk and I caused 

3;pge,.pccident, but I.thought the trial 
;.could bring all the truth out in this 
case: , But he* (Richcvalsky) just _,.,. . 
„doesn't want all the truth out." 

;:;Rlchwalsky has argued that the is. 
-; sue;of bus safety was not in, question 
`In ttie trial, as the defense.-had-con-
'teaded. ••: 

looming in front of Mahoney. 
tt; ,the prospect of prison. 
5"It's in my mind that I'might go to 

;Alf ., ut another part of my mind 
says: everything wiI! • come out' all 
right -" Mahoney said.- "If I have to 
go .to prison, I'll. have to deal with it. 
',!_don't wan0A_hutthera_'c nnthi" I 

can do about it. 
"I spent five months In jail. By the 

third month I didn't think I would 
get out and it dawned on me I better 
get used to it., You don't really get 
used to it; you learn to' live with it, 
take one • day- at • a • time. People -say 
they won't do this or won't do that, 
but you may have- to do' a lot. Of 
things before you dle." 

Life in prison '!s something Ma-
honey cannot quite grasp, however, 
"That would be hard," he said. 

"I've tried to picture it in my mind 
but I don't, know how I. could deal 
with it, being locked, up for years 
and years. . 
As he testified last week at his tri-

al, Mahoney :said in. the interview 
that he does not remember any of 
the crash.,. _ 

r  



"I don't know what happened to 
me," Mahoney. said. "I couldn't tell 
you I was drunk or how -I got drunk. 
I still don't really know. The blood 
samples are a fact, though, and that 
was my black pickup truck:" 
He remembers his last stop. He 

remembers drinking and choking or 
a clear liquid that was given to hin 
and asking for some Pepsi to get riu 
of the taste. Hls attorneys' say he 
was given straight vodka, then more 
vodka mixed with 'a ̀ soft drink. 
Mahoney does not know. He has 

no memory from that point until he 
awoke in his room at Humana Hose 
pital-University of, 'Louisville the 
next day, suffering= numerous injur= 
ies, including • a punctured. lung, a • 
bruised'heart and a severe ,concus-
sion. J. . • . ' w 

He awoke-In: pain, Anowing some-
thing was wrong,_ but_ not ° exactly:_ 
what. The - faces. of, the -people he 
had been with the previous night 
"popped into my mind,".but that is 
all he knew.: 
There was something else, though 

— an odd feeling he had 'never ex- 
perienced. 

"I really don't know how-to -ex-
plain it,... Mahoney said.. "When I 
woke up in the hospital I felt differ-
ent, not like' I ever felt before: It 
was a good feeling, like. somebody. 
was watching over me. I know now 
it was God, because they told me 
later I should have been dead: 
That's the reason I came through. I 
got no other explanation." 
That •.sudden realization of faith, 

Mahoney said, proved to be his sal-
vation during the ordeal that fol-
lowed because no "good feelings" 
were: forthcoining. 
Mahoney's sister, Judy, first told, 

him about the crash and the deaths. 
But the facts were too unbelievable 
to grasp and he drifted in and out of 
a drugged sleep hoping it was a 
dream, Mahoney said... 

.It was like a bad nightmare;' he 
said, "and -still is. I felt like • it was a 
nightmare really. I kept telling my-
self, 'Wake.up, -I've got to wake up' 
But I never did, and. still haven't'; 

Still- in his- hospital bed, he was 
charged. with murder and confront-
ed with the prospect of the death 
penalty. -After. his • arraignment he 
.was taken to the Kentucky Correc-
tional :Psychiatric Center near La 
Grange. 
Housed in a small room .with a 

concrete bed, covered with. a thin 
pad, "All I'could do was'stand or lay 
down; that's all the room -there 
was," Mahoney said. "I hurt and 
that made it worse." 
But that was not the . worst part. 

His room was next .to a television. 
"I was.hearing all this'stuff about 

the death penalty," Mahoney 'said. 
"People said. there was no way I 
would get it, but I knew about the 27. 

that died and I had no idea what 
happened. 

"I laid there at night and 
dreamed about them leading me to 
the electric chair. I dreamed about 
the penitentiary. I thought I was go-
ing to blow up." 
Mahoney went from the center to 

the Oldham County Jail. Five 
months after the accident, he was. 
released on 'bail and went to live 
with his parents. He returned to his 
job as a, chemical worker at M & T 
Chemicals in Carrollton and helped 
his father on the farm. 

Despite having time on his hands, 
he said he never considered suicide, 
even after watching a fellow prison-
er in an adjacent cell in the Oldham 
Jail try to hang himself. 

"It never crossed my mind," Ma-
honey said. "I heard they thought I 
might try to commit suicide, and I 
had chances and more than enough 
reasons.  But that's not me. I 
wouldn't do something like that." 

His faith helped through the long 
months that followed. 
"God took me through this; that 

was the only thing," Mahoney said. 
He'said he read the Bible for the 

first time in jail and began praying 
every, night. He began going to 
church when he got out of jail but 
then stopped. 

"I started thinking about the way 
the reporters had done me,"' Ma-
honey said. "I thought it would just 
tickle them -to show me going to 
church and make people think I was 
only doing.it to*get out of this. So I 
said I'm not going until this is over." 

Other than work, his life has been 
.pretty sterile. He. cannot drive. He 
has' not 'drunk • any alcohol and said 
forcefully; "I'll never drink again as 
long as Ulive." 
He has' stayed at home, mostly sit-

ting and thinking, , not- sleeping long-
er than- two hours at a stretch: 
_. 'It's. Just hard- to sleep," he said. 
"All-this stuff is always there." 
Sometimes he would take a break 

and go 'coon hunting *with friends. 
"It eases some then, but it never 

goes away," Mahoney said. 
He said the barrage of thoughts 

about the tragedy has dimmed his 
short-term memory. 

"People talk and five minutes lat-
er I can't tell you what they said," 
Mahoney said. "I've got something 
else on -my mind. People thought 
something happened to my mind, 
maybe from the lick on the head I 
took. I thought so too at first, but I 
think I just got so much on my mind 
that ,I hear you talking but not much 
is coming in.". 
Mahoney believes.some good can 

still come of his situation.. 
If he.is freed or receives a lighC 

sentence, .he has thought about talk-
ing to groups about his experience. 
"I'm not much at talking  but I  

think people would listen," Mahoney 
said. "People don't think it can hap-
pen to 'them. I think a lot of good 
'can come out of this down through 
the years, save a lot of lives. I be-
lieve God has got something very., 
important for me to do. I don't know 
what, but he saved me for some rea-
son." 
As he waits for the 'verdict, he ad-

mits he is scared but says his law-
-yers did their best. For extra sup-
port he refers to a card he has car-
ried throughout the trial: 

"Lord, help me remember that 
nothing is ggJi tq happen. to me to-
-day that Yqu'.and t' together• can't 
handle." 
Mahoney said whatever the out-

come, he' ̀ wlll • never.; be . normal 
again.. He'll always ̀  carry .May 14, 
1988, with him "like it was yester-
day." - 
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M•ahon6y pleaded. • 
'guilty 'art "84 caseli 

r By Paul A. Long- ..  
and Omer Johnson. 
Kentucky Post'staff reporters  

WHEATLEY. ̀  ̀ Larry Wayne 
Mahoney, the .driver of 
'pickup truck that collided With 
the First Assembly of God- bus 
in which 27 -people died, .had 
pleaded guilty in 1984 to drunk-
en driving. 

-A state trooper stopped Ma 
honey on Ky. 327 just outside..of 
Carrollton on _larch 24, 1984„4c- 
coiding to Carroll. County Dis-
trict Court reoords..The citation 
says'Mahoney was weaving and 
had- failed to dim his head•- 
lights. 

Mahoney's blood-alcohol lev-
el was .16 pert-ent, court records 
say.. Under. Kentucky law, a 
driver is 'presumed drunk if his 
bloo&alcohol is .10 percent;'or 
above. ' ;',, 

District Ju3ge Stan Billing-
sley fined Mahoney $300 plus 
court costa-and $140 for traffic 

1tedPrss school. Billingsley al_5o 
urcty suspended Mahoney's license 
ck ,y for six months. That could have 

been reduced .to one month; .-if 
Mahoney 'ccmpleted traffic 
school, but court records don't 

[ on_ d say whether it was reduced. L' 

o el Mahoney's blood was tested 
" to r•- for alcohol after the wreck Sat-
e S& d urday night, but results had not 
abc•ut been releasEd this morning. 

Commonwealth Attorney John 
Ackman said he and County'At= 
torney Jim Monk will meet this 

w: *.h afternoon to discuss what if any 
rte's 3t charges will be placed against 

Mahoney. 
Mahoney is a 34-year-old 

chemical plant worker.-He grew 
up on a farm in Moxley, a com-

Ha.—J:- munity on the border of Henry 
'a0an and Owen ccunties. His father 

runs a pool hall in Wheatley. 

1 

~People ;who'` know:^-.Mahoney. 
desf:ribe'hiin as°a'hard= Workiri On Dec. -2, 1982, Carrollton po-

g lice were summoned -to a. fight 
"'and.'good=natured, "a ytypi.l ̀ i at a pizza parlor and arrested 

... couritry boy.P'Wihoney; divorcefi 
in.'1979' and: -has:'one ychiid;••acµ 

: _cording to court records:` -
'.:Rod'ney Walls 'of .Wheatleey 

said h.e J'a hd,(,Mahohey.a,ran 
together:;whera; they nd, 

4were; kids. •Mahoiiey,attegji d 
`•Owen• County ̀High 'School but 
didn't graduate; Walls said: 
` "Fishing; hunting, -camping 
out me• did all that together;" 
Walls'said. "Cars. .:: Just:like 
lots of teen-alters, we ̀ -had„an 
interest in. cars." . ::,;.11  . 

Shock over -the accident,atid 
questions about how it occurred 

l'were the topics of discussion 
Sunday yin ,the small, tows 
around .Mahoney's .boyhood 
home in Owen County.' 
Mahoney mixes-and pack-

ages chemicals at M&T ,CheMij 
'Gals, Carrollton's .; largest rot 
employer with 350 people.,. :  

The plant manufacturers a 
variety of, !chemicals such„a.s 
paints and solvents , for 1ndy, 
trial use, >: „' ; c:.; ..r, 

Mahoney performs..liis ; job 
well and seldom misses work, 
-personnel manager John. ,Way 
said. 

-'Generally, think he's been 
,a; good• employee for us," Way 
said. "He's, a quiet .person,;,, 
that's the way I remember 

Ir.,.. 
him." 
Mahoney works what:,is 

called' a 3-3 shift working 
three 12=libur days, then has 

• uar-
three,days off. 

His most recent shift ended 
at 7 a.m.• Saturday; Way said. 
Mahoney had • been living 

with his parents, John and 
Mary Mahoney. 
He moved into Eagle Creek 

'Campground in Worthville 
about' two months ago with his 
second wife and 14-year-old 
son, Tony, residents of the trail-
er park said. r*r 

a. 

"He's a real likable person," 
said Nancy Mahoney, a relative 
by marriage who lives several 
trailers away. 

Marilyn Graves; who lives 
across the street from the pool 
hall in .Wheatley, said the Ma-
honeys are "a good family" and 
Larry is close to his parents. 

"I'm sure his mom and dad 
are terribly upset. They're .real 
nice people. I just can't imagine. 
Larry. It's 'such a shock." 

Besides his DUI arrest, Ma-
honey also was charged' in ,,1980 
with terroristic threatening,af-
ter his ex-wife, Janice, said he 
pulled a knife on her at the 
Carrollton Village Apartments. 

He was convicted of 'disorder-. 
ly conduct and fined $50 -plus 
court costs. 

Mahoney for disorderly con:-
duct. •-

' ti,c 

He pleaded guilty arid- p,' 
$100 'and court costs,.accorc, Ad 
'to court records.',:>7.a r1 
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a••. j ,liiam °1Neethe•s  ̀•• 
Po's't'Si aff:reporter?;  

'sa -_ 

e.`wece dn.seats.. 
on top• of 

}.w re' c-harred.black. 
•Rk.w 'as'.':bad,": Brown ,sa'id, 
e 4han; anything he'd seen 

rt%!,r ears as a firefighter. . 
" ifv, f;Camptiellsburg Volun-

h"' ,?Department arrived at 
Sat-k.! about, 11:10 p.m. Sat-

•?lii!: 015 to 20 minutes after a 
•- a•;., pic•kup slammed 
OiNnto. the bus. 

eet•mes ran along the full 
,t: of:Ah6 -'bus on both sides; 
i µ`"' feet from the win-
:Su : rown said. yy...:. 

sBrown ' approached, he 
ee°inJured children scat-

'a'rY' •hlnd• the bus for about 

e';'edge( of the median he 
'eight teen-agers 
showed clearly the K 

third-degree burns. 
ere ..were victims all over 

,. way. that had been 

_iZOLi;TON'r =':;Camp- l lle"children 
rg:-,'ire ..Chief :Dennis- ",Were 'h'Tting and 

yvn'discovered -the full :hor-
U  . ":frightened and in 01.:the :tragedy `here. when 
gliteis 'opened the back 
f;,tlie_1'ong, yellow'church -..Shock.beCallSe of 
esaisle in the center of their friends. 9 
were bodiesof children, 

to•toiir.'deep 'for a. length . 
t*o bodies. 

ould -see these kids lying 
'  own in the median." Yv . 

" 1 ,e%Main of the • Emi-
uand Rescue Service .ry = 

— Charlie Main, 
Eminence Fire 

and-Rescue Service 

already was on the scene. 
"Everything was happening 

all at once. A helicopter was 
coMing•in. There was quite a lot 
of hysteria," he said. 

"The children were hurting 
and frightened and in shock be-
cause of their friends." 

Passersby stopped to help, 
said Ed Webb, director of the 
Carroll County Ambulance Ser-
vice. 

"You had people down on 
their hands and knees, holding 
people that were hurt, trying to 
comfort them," he said. 

"There was a lot of confu-
sion." 

Injured children were in the 
emergency lane, slow lane and 
median of the highway, Webb 
said. 

Most were teen-agers — be-
tween 12 and 17. 
Many were crying. 
Webb and other rescue per-

sonnel tended to the most criti-

WOI'S4 

years 
cally injured first. 

"We tried to get the patient 
on - sterile burn sheets, and if 
they had a respiratory problem, 
give. them oxygen," he said. 

The driver of the pickup 
truck, Larry . W. Mahoney, was 
trapped in the wreckage briefly, 
Brown said. , 

Rescue personnel had to pry 
the truck apart to remove him. 
The Campbellsburg 

firefighters virtually extin-
guished the flames on the bus 
within 10 minutes, according to 
Brown. 
He believes the fire started 

when the pickup rammed the 
front axle of the bus a full six 
'feet into the body of the bus. 

The truck sheared off most 
of the right front fender, then 
struck the double passenger 
doors at the front, he said. 

The gasoline tank of the bus 
was Just below and behind 
those doors. 

The passengers in the rear of 
the bus probably were the ones 
who escaped, Brown said. 

"It was a terrible experience. 
It was a bad situation." 

Brown recalled one of the 
more emotional moments of the 
experience. 

"One of the little girls talked 
to one of my officers and said 
the only reason she made it was 
Jesus was with her." 

Staff reporters Crystal Hard-
en and Connie Remlinger also 
provided information for this 
story. 

a 

j 

i 

a 



11,'•'f n: 

`Typical' elan had 
earlier brushes 
.with the law 
By AL CROSS 
Staff Writer 

MOXLEY, Ky. — Larry W. Mahoney, ' 
who was charged yesterday with 27 counts 
of capital murder in Saturday night's colli-
sion of his pickup truck with a church bus, 
has had scrapes with the law before. 

But those who know him said yesterday 
that the 34-year-old Carroll County resi-
dent is much like * thousands of other 
young Kentuckians who dropped out of 
high school and have changed jobs and 
spouses in search of a better life while' 
staying close to their rural roots. 
They described him as a typical but qui-

et country boy who likes to hunt raccoons, 
drive pickups and, on occasion, drink. 
A blood sample taken from Mahoney 

after the crash showed an alcohol content 
of 0.24 percent — more than twice the 
level at which the law says a person is 
presumed to be intoxicated. 

::Y:.. sic'"'. 

Larry W. Mahoney 

In April 11984, Mahoney paid a fine for 
drunken driving in Carroll County. A 
Breathalyze- test al the time of his arrest 
indicated a,'3lood-alcohol level of 0.16 per-
cent. 

"I know the boy drank, but ' as far as 

See 'TYPICAL' MAN 
PAGE 10, col. 1; this section 

Continued from Page One 

being a drunk all the time, no — he defi 
nitely was not that," said a longtime ac-
quaintance, Dwight Hamilton of Wheatley 
in neighboring Owen County. 

"But he was the type of guy who, when . 
he drank some, he drank quite a bit.... A 
lot of people do that," Hamilton said. 
Hamilton -was one of several people who 

mentioned the drinking but expressed sym-
pathy for Mahoney, who is expected to sur-

•i've the injuries he,suffered in the wreck. 
F. ,.. 

"I. feel sorry for him;" said Margie Eng-' 
&and of Wheatley. "It's just a tragedy all the 
tgay, around." . 

tc ,."He's done some -things he, shouldn't. r,. S. 
$ave, and so have I," said Tom Butcher, a 

isneighbor and longtime acquaintance who 
li!bes iibetween Wheatley. And Moxley. 

k'`?"Let he who is without sin cast the first-
'' ne;' Butcher said: `"As far as saying 

inething bad about him, I'm not going to 

`Hamilton said he is bewildered by the 
rcumstances of the crash, in which Ma-

poney's truck was headed north in the 
"southbound lanes of Interstate 71 near Car-
.611ton. 

"From what happened, I can't figure it 
,..60t, because he was just a super-nice guy," 
-.Hamilton said. 

"You couldn'l find a better old boy any-
where,' said 'Rayne Yeary of Worthville, 
who wcrks with Mahoney at a Carrollton 
chemica:' plant: . 

Larry Wayne Mahoney is the second of 
four cb ldren of John Noble Mahoney and 

'-Mary Mahoney both about 60, who live 
with their younger son, Charlie Mahoney, in 
a plain alumimim-siding home beside a 
gravel ipad. 

The Mahoneys also have two daughters, 
who aLcc live. is Owen County. Larry Ma-
honey Lres nearby in Carroll County. 
Mahoney, dro>>ped out of Owen County 

High ScLool after his freshman year with 
_ poor' graces., 

After leaving: school, he alternated be-
tween working _n industry and helping his 
family' oa their small farm overlooking the 
Kentuc)•T River valley at Moxley in north-
western Owen -County, Charlie Mahoney 
said. 

In Ju_T 1972, :.arry Mahoney married Ja-
nice Kii; of Worthville, a nearby communi-
ty in 'Carroll County. That November, she 
had -a dt.ild. ' 
The riarriage ended in a divorce sought 

by Larr} Mahoney in December 1979. 
Less t1Lan three months later, Janice Ma-

honey swore ou_ a warrant for her ex-hus-
band, urging him with terroristic threat-
ening aid disorderly conduct. 

ical' man 
ad previ*ous 

rushes math 
t,. e law 

The criminal complaint charged that he 
told her he would "use ... on her ... a 
large pocket knife he was .then holding in 
his hand," that' he threatened to "use the 
knife" on her boyfriend and any police offi-
cer who tried to serve him with an arrest 
warrant, and that he yelled at her after 
beating on the door of her apartment in 
Carrollton. 
The more serious charge of terroristic-

threatening was dismissed, but Mahoney 
pleaded guilty to disorderly conduct and 
paid a. $50. fine. 
''He was again charged with disorderly 
conduct in December 1982, pleaded guilty 
and paid 'a' $100 fine. ' 
The complaint charged that Mahoney 

.had been in a fight at a Carrollton pizza 
parlor and that when a police officer ar-
rived, the fight was over, but Mahoney 
"was using foul language." 
' ,'Mahoney's name does not appear in 
court records in Carroll and Owen counties 
after the drunk-driving case in 1984, and 
state Transportation Cabinet records show 
that he has not been charged with any traf-
fic offenses in Kentucky since. 

.A few weeks after he paid the drunken-
driving fine, Mahoney took a job as a labor-
er at M & T Chemicals in Carrollton in June 
1984, and he was promoted to production 
operator a year later, according to John 
Way, personnel manager there. 



"He's been a good employee for us," Way 
said. 
Mahoney is In a group of employees who 

work 12-hour shifts three days in a row and 
then have three days' off. He last worked at 
the plant from 7 p.m. Friday until 7 a.m. 
Saturday, about 16 hours before the crash. 
Mahoney's close friend, Dennis Mefford 

of Worthville, said Mahoney, he and an-
other man drank a six-pack of beer and ate 
a pizza late Saturday afternoon at Mefford's 
home. 

He said Mahoney, who left at about 8:30. 
p.m., drank no more than two beers. 

"1 couldn't believe the blood-alcohol level 
would be that high," Mefford said, addng 
that his friend had told him that he had 
stopped drinking for two to three months 
because of stomach problems. : 

However, when pressed, he acknowl-
edged, "I've seen him drink quite a bit." 

While.Mahoney has had a stable. employ-
ment record for several years, his' personal 
life appears to have become somewhat un-
settled. 

Sometime after 1979, he married Betty 
Davis, who bore him a daughter, according 
to friends and relatives. 

But for the last month, Mahoney has 
lived with his first wife and their son in 
Carroll County; his brother said. 

Asked if his`brother had undergone some 
changes recently, Charlie Mahoney said, 
"He always seemed the ' same." 

Larry Mahoney's preference in-vehicles 
has not changed. 

In April 1987, he traded in a 1984 Dodge 
Ram pickup with 44,000 miles on, the odom-
eter for a 1987 Toyota four=wheel-drive 
pickup. He paid $1,000 down on the $11,500 
vehicle and financed the rest, according to 
records at Owenton Toyota. . 

Records show Mahoney is,licensed to op-
erate a motorcycle. Mefford said Mahoney 
sold his cycle after Mefford's' brother-in-
law, with whom. the -two often rode, was 
killed in a cycle wreck about two years ago. 

Motorcycles figure in-the investigation of 
the crash, because children on the bus have 
said they saw a cycle headed in the wrong 
direction pass them just before the colli-
sion. 

Mahoney's attachment to motorcycles 
may be indicated by the photograph on his 
driver's license, which state police dis-
played yesterday. 

In the photo, Mahoney is wearing a base-` 
ball-style cap bearing the logo of the Har-
ley-Davidson motorcycle company and the 
words, "Ride Hard, Die Hard." 

Information for this story also was gathered 
by staff writer-Tom Loftus.* 
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4 blood types ` 
are sought 
for donations 
by Red Cross 
The American Red Cross is request-

ing donations of four specific types of 
blood to meet possible needs as hospi= 
tats treat survivors of Saturday's bus 
accident near Carrollton. 
Fourteen children remain hospital-

ized. Some will need blood for oper-
ations, and the Red Cross has been 
low on blood for about two weeks, a 
spokesman said yesterday. The blood 
types are A negative, B negative, 0 
negative and 0 positive. 
Donors may visit the following loca-

tions today: 

® The Red Cross, 510 E. Chestnut 
St., Louisville, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

0 Clark County Memorial Hospital, 
1220 Missouri Ave., Jeffersonville, 
Ind., 2 to 7 p.m. 

0 Floyd Memorial Hospital, 1850 
State St., New Albany, Ind., 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Tomorrow, donations can be made 
at the Red Cross from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
or at: 

0 Jefferson County Central Govern-
ment Center, 7200 Outer Loop, 1 to 5 
p.m. 

0 James R. Pritchard • Community 
Center, 404 South Mulberry, Eliza-
bethtown, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

®SS. Mary & Elizabeth Hospital, 
4400 Churchman Ave., Louisville, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Red Cross also will be open for 
donations Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 
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'; .Ib aCook,:manager of a day-care center in Radcliff; adjusted one of.the 2T. flags she placed'outside,the center yesterday --
,gw,for' each 'of ' the "victims of Saturday night's school-bus. crash: i 



second official says more exits wo 
B  THURM Y SC 
_aad LARRY BLEIBERG 
Staff Writers • A \  
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1≥a d second official who inv ted the bus 
crash near Carrollton that killed 27 people 
$atn'rday night said yesterday that more 
emergency exits — such as window frames 
designed to push out under pressure — 
light have reduced the death toll: 

,''There's no doubt in my mind that pop-
oyt•windows would have'helped save lives," 
said -Carroll County Coroner James Dunn, 
. Vhp-examined •the bodies that were found 

e w center le of the bus. 1 in the nano ce t aisle Y•g 

Kentucky State Police spokesman made 
a similar remark 
Tuesday. 

'.'Also yesterday, 
Ledbral investigators 
said ,.they are explor-
iagithe issue of exits 
aad.the bus's escape 
totites. 

.:,,',':That's certainly 
something we're go-
in; to try to figure 
f,;", to :develop an 
overall picture of 
the:; tragedy, said 
Alan Pollock, a 
.%%4kesman for the 
Napon a1T P raps orta-
tibn -,Safety -Board. 

e frame dividing the nin horizontally, the o o tall opening Y. 
at left only a 9-inch b 24-inch-  that y y hole 
u which passengers  'through passe ge could try' to 

squeeze. Several passengers reportedly es-
caped through broken windows, but safety-
board investigators have not confirmed any 
of those accounts, said chief investigator 
Jean Fasone. She said the half-windows are 
considered exits but conceded, "It's kind of 
hard , to get out them.". 

Six states require more emergency exits 
on school buses,- but ,a:: spgkesman..for'•.:the -- 
Kentucky Department of ; Education — 
which buys buses for the state's` ̀public 
school ems —. said 'Tuesday that such •  
devices would be • "counterproductive" be-
cause "kids would play with them." 

"The evacuation is 
  the key," said Mike 

EMERGENCY EXITS 
The following states require more than one 
emergency exit on school buses. 

Left Side Window" Roof 
Door Exit . Exits Hatch 

California X. 
Indiana 
New York X 
Oregon* X 
Washington X 
West Virginia 

X 
X X 
X 

X X 

* Oregon requires either a side exit, win-
dow exits or oversized windows. 

#'lie issue of emergency exits is one of 
many the board will explore, but Pollock 
said, "The' evacuation procedure is always 
d&Vmented very. carefully." 

ke all public-school ub -sc lic buses ordered in 
Ifen c the bus contained only one einer-tu kY. Y 
gency exit — the rear door. With fire block-
ing;the front door, many of the 67 people on 
board clogged the aisle and scrambled over 
seats in a race to the back of the bus, Dunn 
said 

Survivors reported trying to knock out 
windows. But because each window frame 
contains an upper and lower window, with 

Roscoe, director of 
school transporta-
tion for West Virgin-
ia, which requires 
-four push-out win=, 
doors and roof hatch-
es on school buses. 
He said that if a'bus-
is .turned on its side, 
the roof hatches 
would provide an es-
cape route for" small 
children _ who 
couldn't reach the 
windows. 

Three states — 
New York, California and Washington — re-
quire an additional emergency door on the 
left side of the bus. "You need. to have more 
ways to get out of the bus," said Don Carna-
han, transportation director in Washington 
state, "In a chain-reaction accident, both 
front and back exits could be blocked o a c  

Ron Kinney, pupil-transportation  director 
in California, said: "It's proven itself. If you 
need it, it's there." 

However, Tennessee officials, worried 
about the cost to poor districts, merely en-
courage school districts to equip buses with 
roof hatches. "We think they're well worth 
the money," said Ernest Farmer, the state's 

of it transportation. director pup transpo 0 
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Thousands 
mourn victims 
of bus tragedy 
By TODD MURPHY 
Staff Writer 

RADCLIFF, Ky. — As she stood among the 
thousands quietly gathered at a football stadi-
um here last night, Judy Carlton asked the 
question that the Rev. Gene B. Waggoner 
would ask again a few minutes later. 
Why? 
"You just don't know why God did this," 

Carlton said as she looked toward the rostrum 
at the center of the field. 
"Where was God?" she asked. "Why didn't 

he intercede?" 
Carlton and about 5,000 others came to the 

North Hardin High School football field last 
night for a memorial service to honor the 27 
area residents — most of them students — 
killed in a fiery bus crash near Carrollton Sat-
urday night. 

Since then, residents have been asking why. 
Last night, they gathered to ask their questions 
together — and to comfort one another. 
"Why do bad things happen to good people?" 

Waggoner asked in his memorial message in 
the middle of the 70-minute service. "None of 
us can answer that question. And if we could, it 
wouldn't change what happened. ... If we 

Y,•CQKId, It wouldn't take away the grief." 
People started gathering for the 7 p.m. serv-

ice about 5 p.m. Guided by security officials 
from the Radcliff Police Department and Fort 
Knox, they had filled the football bleachers by 
6:30, then started quietly filing around the 

See THOUSANDS 
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Thousands gather to mourn 
and search for answers in God 
Continued from Page One 

edges of the field. Those at the rostrum for 
.the service included Gov. Wallace Wilkin-
son, his wife, Martha Wilkinson, state school 
Superintendent John Brock and several 
area. ministers. 
AtJ p.m., as the service began, messages 

of condolence from President and Nancy 
Reagan, and Vice President George Bush 
and his wife, Barbara, were read. 

Accompanied by the Fort Knox Army 
band, the crowd sang "A Mighty Fortress Is 
Our God." 
The Rev. Leo Craycroft of St. Christopher 

Catholic Church read the 23rd Psalm. 
The Rev. W. Don Tennison of the First 

Assembly of God, minister to most of those 
who were killed, prayed that God would 
help survivors deal with the grief. 
"You .know the heartache, Lord. You 

know the burden. You know the concerns 
and the love of those that have gathered 
together. Only you, Lord God, can adminis-
ter peace to our hearts, comfort to our soul 
and strength to our bodies." 

Then, Chaplain Jerry A. B. Weaver. of . 
Fort ]Knox rose to read _the-names• of the 
three adults and 24 young people killed. 
"Remember the love we share for them," 

Weaver said before he started. "Remember 
the loss that we suffer. This is a time of 
remembering, a time of grieving." 
Then, at 7:29, Weaver slowly read the 

names, starting with 13-year-old Jennifer 
Arnett, ending with 14-year-old Chad Witt. 

Relatives of the victims, who were seated 
immediately in front of the rostrum, had 
remained subdued. As the names were 
read, several sobbed. 
"Where do broken hearts go?" Waggoner 

asked after the names had been read. "Can 
they ever find their way home again?" 
Those close to the victims can find com-

fort in their faith, said Waggoner, of the 
Stithton Baptist Church. 
"Are you weary, are you heavy-laden? 

Tell it to Jesus." 
And, Waggoner said, those grieving could 

find comfort in the community, also. 
"We're rooting for you," he said. "Our 

sympathy goes out to you. Our prayers go 
out to you.... We want you to make it." 
Waggoner said those grieving would have. 

to live through several stages — from shock 

to anger to guilt. "Maybe you'll even get 
mad at God," he said. "That's OK. He un-
derstands." 

Eventually, Waggoner said, maybe 
months or years from now, they may accept 
their loss. 
"You must go on. You must go forward," 

Waggoner said. "They want you to ... they 
really would." 

At the end of the service, relatives were 
escorted away as the Army band played the 

postlude. 
Before the service, Carlton had said she 

did not expect the memorial service to an-
swer all her questions — or heal her grief. 

"I don't think we'll ever get over a trage-
dy like this," she said. 

But the people who attended did not do so 
to find all the answers, she said. 
They just came to help those so badly 

hurt. 
Said Margaret Ouslan, standing 'beside 

her: "You just want to be with them." 



flood donors turn out by the hundreds 
The American Red Cross reported 

an overwhelming response yester-
day to its request for blood dona-
tions to meet potential demand for 
survivors of Saturday's bus accident 
near Carrollton. 
Roy Merritt, director of donor re-

sources for the Red Cross in Louis-
ville, 'said . donors waited in line. 
"The response has been very heavy. 
We are very grateful,"-he said. 
On an average day, the Louisville 

center on Chestnut Street gets about 
40. pints of blood. Yesterday it re-
ceived 230 pints. Donation sites at 
Clark .County Memorial and Floyd 
Memorial hospitals in Indiana also 
reported heavy responses. 

Floyd Memorial in . New Albany 
usually gets about 15 pints on its col-
lection day, Merritt said. Yesterday 
it had about 40. 

Blood donations at Clark County 
Memorial in Jeffersonville also 
were reported heavy. Lunette Fergi-
son, assistant director of the Clark 
County Red Cross, said the donor 
center got approximately 60 pints of 
blood, more than double the normal 
collection of about 25 pints. She said 
the center will be open again Mon-
day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Merritt said that because of the 
large number of people waiting to 
donate blood, the Louisville center 
at 510 E. Chestnut St• will open at 8 

a.m. today, an hour earlier than 
planned. The center plans to close 
at 4 p.m. It also will be open from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. tomorrow. 
He described the blood situation 

as stable thanks to yesterday's dona-
tions but said blood is still needed. 
He noted that 320 pints are required 

daily to meet ' the needs of 

Louisville-area hospitals. . 
Donations can also be made at the j 

following locations today: j 
gJeffer on county central Government Ce", I 

7200 Oyler Loop, 1 to 5 p.rn. i 
*Jame*, R. Pritchard Comrpunity Fenter, 404 S I 

Mulberry, Elizabethtown, 10 a.m. to 3 p: m. 

■ SS. Mary 1.& Elizabeth ryosp4al, 4400 churcjla 
Ave., Louisville, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Marion bus binned despite upgradin 
By JUDY BRYANT 
Staff Writer 

Although the school bus that 
burned in Marion County this week 
was modified in 1982 by the Ford 
Motor Co., the changes did not pre-
vent the overheating problems they 
were designed to correct. 
The fire virtually destroyed the 

Ford bus, which had stalled repeat-
edly Monday afternoon while the 
driver delivered children to their 
homes near Raywick. 
Near the end of the route — and 

only minutes after all the children 
got off the bus — the engine caught 
fire, apparently because the engine 
had overheated. School officials say 
the blaze was so hot it melted the 
vehicle's transmission, and the bus 
is a total loss. 
Ford Motor Co. spokesmen said 

yesterday that in 1982 the company 
notified owners of 124,500 school 
buses nationwide that fuel-line and 

carburetor modifications would im-
prove the "driveability" of their bus-
es. It was not a safety recall, but an 
"owner notification" designed to 

solve problems with vapor lock and 
engine stalling, spokesman Mike 
Parris said. 
The changes included rerouting 

fuel lines, replacing fuel pumps and, 
in some cases, moving gas tanks 
away from the engines to the rear. 
of the buses. The exact repairs var-
ied, depending on the type of bus. 

Ernest Taylor, transportation SU- 
pervisor of the Marion County 
schools, said the gas tank was not 
moved in the bus that burned, al-
though the vehicle was taken to a 
Ford dealership in response to the 
notification. He said the tanks were 
moved on some of the system's oth-
er Ford buses. 
Ford plans to investigate the Mar-

ion County bus fire, but a spokes-
man said yesterday that nothing can 
be done until the company obtains 

details on the vehicle's history d 
maintenance schedule. 

If the investigation finds tha d-
ditional work is needed on . e 
buses, or that specific mainte ce 
eliminates the threat of fires, ord 
will notify school districts thapwn 
similar buses — all of which lave 
Ford engines that were m ̀fac-
tured at the company's Lima hio, 
plant, between 1979 and 19 ac-
cording to spokesman Mike rris. 

Jefferson County school cials 
said yesterday_ that a 1981 pus 
was heavily damaged IV,%" ►ter 
after the engipe became ovated 
and caught fire while stall on a 
ramp to the Watterson Expssway. 
The district's transportati direc-

tor, John Wilhoit, said thbY the 
time firefighters arrived •w min-
utes later the engine was (troyed. 

Information for this story walso 
gathered by staff writer Lai 

Bleiberg. 



Truck driver 
hared -with 

•murder of 27 
Continued from Page One 

of them, he said, is engaging in conduct in a 
public place "at great risk of death to a 
number of people." 

Ackman, ' who is commonwealth's attor-
ney for a district that includes Grant, Owen 
and Carroll counties, said he has never 
tried a capital murder case involving a traf-
fic accident. But he said he believes that 
capital charges in such cases are not un-
precedented. 

Assistant Attorney General Penny War-
ren said no one in recent Kentucky history 
has been sentenced to death in a vehicular-
homicide case. 

*Mahoney was at Humana Hospital-Uni-
versity of Louisville yesterday with head 
and chest injuries. His condition was up-
graded from critical to serious. 

,Authorities said his improvement allowed 
him to be interviewed briefly yesterday 
morning by the state trooper overseeing the 
Investigation. They would not provide de-
tails of the Interview. 

Mahoney was arrested at the hospital 
yesterday afternoon, Ackman said, and 
placed under guard by state police, based 
on an order from Carroll District Judge 
Stan Billingsly. 

After Mahoney recovers, he will be 
moved to a prison unit at the hospital; said 
state police Capt. Neal Brittain. 

'He said samples of Mahoney's blood — 
taken about 1 a.m. Sunday, roughly two 
hours after the accident, showed an alcohol 
level of 0.24 percent. In Kentucky, at person 
is legally presumed to be intoxicated with a 
blood alcohol level of 0.10 percent, Brittain 
said. 

'Brittain said authorities have not com-
pleted tests to determine whether Mahoney 
had other drugs in his system. 

Neither Brittain nor Ackman would dis-
close what they know about Mahoney's ac-
tivities before the crash, or how he came to 
be driving the wrong way on I-71. ' 

'Brittain said no "piecemeal information" 
would be released until the investigation is 
complete. 

Confusion persisted yesterday over re-
ports that Mahoney had been drag racing, 
with a motorcycle before the accident. At 
least three teen-agers on the bus have said 
that they saw a motorcycle traveling the 
wrong way on the interstate about the time'; 
of the crash. But investigators have been 
unable to substantiate reports of the motor-
cycle, Brittain said. 

.....,  ,u cAa&ttwauumn L:VMPICLC(1 

Sunday showed that all 27 victims died of 
smoke inhalation. He also said all 27 prob-
ably would have survived if the bus had not 
caught fire. 

"There's no evidence in any of the 27 
examinations that were performed of Sig. 
nificant physical injury short of smoke in-
halation and post-mortem flame injury," 
Nichols said. 

David Jones, administrator for the state 
medical examiner's office, said tests will be 
done to determine the composition of the 
deadly smoke that choked the 27 victims. 

Nichols said most the the interior of the 
bus — including the padding for the seats 
— was consumed in the fire. "There was a 
substantial amount of thermal injury to the 
interior of the bus ... so much so that the 
majority of whatever was inside, whether it 
was clothes, personal effects -or a sleeping 
bag ... was consumed." 

However, he said it was too early to say 
whether the victims inhaled toxic fumes. 

Asked whether any of the victims had 
been sleeping in sleeping bags in the bus 
aisle, Nichols said, "If there was someone 
sleeping at the time this happened, they 
somehow managed to get up and start mov-
ing." 

Meanwhile, authorities continued the pro-
cess of identifying the bodies of the crash 
victims. The bus, with the victims still in-
side, was moved from the accident .scene 
early Sunday to the National Guard Ar-
mory. 

The victims, all of whom were severely 
burned, were removed from the bus Sunday 
afternoon. Dental records provided by fam-
ilies .of those unaccounted for have been 
used since Sunday to identify the bodies. 

Nichols 'oversaw the operation at the 
makeshift morgue inside the armory. He 
said the names of the victims would not be 
released and the bodies would not be re-
turned to Radcliff until all had been identi-. 
fied. He said he hoped that would happen 
sometime today. 

The bodies were being embalmed by a 
team of volunteer funeral directors. 

I 

:Representatives of the National Trans-
portation Safety Board, who arrived in Car-
rollton Sunday evening, briefed reporters 
last night on their investigation. Much of 
the information supports details already re-
leased by state police and other authorities, 
but much remains unknown. 
'NTSB member Joseph Nall said last night 

that Mahoney refused yesterday to be inter-
viewed by the agency's investigators "for 
reasons that are his own." But he said in- . 
vestigators are talking with members of 
Mahoney's family and his work supervisor. 
Nall would not disclose information from. 
those interviews. And he said the-investiga-
tors still haven't concluded why. Mahoney 
was driving down the wrong side of the in-
terstate. 
.He said investigators also have inter-

viewed some bus passengers, but wouldn't 
give details. 

Nall said their study of the accident 
scene showed "some shadow marks" on the 
highway before the point of impact, indicat-
Ing "some braking" of vehicles, but that it 
hasn't been determined exactly what hap-
pened. 

State Fire Marshal Bill Martin, whose of-
fice is investigating the cause of the fire on 
the bus, said yesterday morning that he 
found "a 2- to 3-inch slice" in the gas tank. 

State police trooper Jim Mudd said he 
thought the tank held 67 gallons, but did not 
know how much gas was in it at the time of 

-..the' :accident. 
"The impact of the vehicles evidently 

caused it (the tank) iz,4i erupt," Mudd said." 
George Nichols, the state's chief medical 
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Test indicates 
he was drunk 
when he hit bus 
By TOM LOFTUS 
and JUDY BRYANT 
Staff Writers 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — The driver of the 
pickup truck that slammed into a church 
bus Saturday night on Interstate 71 was 
charged yesterday with 27 counts of capi-
tal murder — one for each of the deaths 
in the fiery crash. 

Authorities said test results showed that 
the driver, Larry W. Mahoney, 34, of rural. 
Carroll County, had nearly 2V2 times the 
legal limit of alcohol in his blood after the 
accident. 
Mahoney's Toyota truck was traveling 

north in the southbound lanes near Car-
rollton when it collided with the bus, 
which burst into flames. 
The bus was returning its 67 occupants 

to the First Assembly of God church in 
Radcliff after a daylong outing at Kings 
Island amusement park near Cincinnati. 
Most of those who died were teen-agers. 

State and local officials announced the 
charges against Mahoney, which were 
filed in Carroll District Court, at a news 
conference yesterday afternoon at the 
Kentucky National Guard Armory. 

Carroll County Commonwealth's Attor-
ney John Ackman said he would press for 
the death penalty in the case, which is to 
be presented to a Carroll County grand 
jury June 6. 
Ackman said he is seeking the , death 

penalty because of "the circumstances 
surrounding (Mahoney's) driving behavior 

Yt ... that people were killed, (and) the fact 
hat innocent victims were involved." 
He noted that a person can be charged 

with capital murder if any of several "ag-
gravating circumstances" are present. One 

See TRUCK 
PAGE 10, col. 1, this section 
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EMERGENCY EXITS 
1. Emergency door at the rear of bus allowed most 
survivors to escape the fire. 

2. Windows were designed to be kicked out in case 
of emergency, but some survivors reported they 
were unable to kick them out. 
3. Front door was blocked by crash impact 
and the fire that followed. 
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FUEL 
TANK 
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FUEL DOOR 

.--ANCHORING 
STRAPS 

The gasoline tank was under the bus, behind the front door. It was 
not enclosed by the safety cage mandated in April 1977 by federal 
regulations. The cage would offer protection for the tank in a 
collision, The bus apparenty was built before the regulations went 
into effect. Survivors said the fire started at the right front of the 
bus where the fuel tank is located. 
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didn't think it had anything  g o do 
with the crash. 
"When I arrived at the scene, and 

again this was an hour or an hour 
and 10 minutes later, there was a 
motorcycle leaning against the 
guard , rail somewhere in . the 
vicinity• of the f nal resting place of 
the •pickuR truck," said Cease...`,`.It 
was sort of a while%before I had a 
chance to :talk with bim' and by the 
time •I .got -.a free • minute he, was 
gone. I :: do remember ,..s ling 'it 
there." .. , 
Cease said; although hel.does not 

think the-motorcycle was involved 
in the: crash, the driver, of the bike 
was never identified. He said., he 
thought the vehicle :probably 
belonged.:to "someone who came 
up later,to.offer help I •.• 

In-.other testimony yesterday,' 
Keritucky '. - State Police Trooper-:s 
David - Stevenson:, testifiW , that,-he. 
removed a Miller Lite- 12-pack beer 
carton from Mahoney 's ;;pickup 
truck after it had been impounded 
in a locked garage. 
--Stevenson  also .testified that -he 
had found four beer cans including 
a, fWL can and an .: empty can ,'of 
Miller Lite, one partially empty.can 
of'Miller•' L•ite::that ihd.pull'tab ,.had,. 
never been opened 'on:; rid an•empty 

-Stevenson l also, testified 'that ,  
j had recovered•'a wheel ltig.nut "from 
the left '•fronr wti'eel of they bus'. char 
had-be v- embedded•' in'the:• aiea'of:•' 
the front .• bumper: on'' Mahoney's 
pickup.truck, 

In •.other • testimony yesterday, 
Barbaro.;:% Wheeler; , ̀a :• •fgrensic 
scientist specialist. for I e.Kentucky 
S late z-. Police;' Central A : Forensics 
Laboratory' in., Fr;9Wbrt;:' testified: 
on tlie :̀'relationship of,seveial 'ppaat•pt 
samples̀,:. vinyl,•. top:-:samples :.`and.,. 
broken pieces.of:taillight ,lens that 
were recovered folloN'YiWk 'e.acci-. 
dent.:'. 

Wheeler told the jury-'the paint, 
vinyl and broken' plastic', lenses 
werefrom. the three vehicles, invol_' . 

`:wed in the crash. 

In ,the.'last Z :minutes,'-`of.;,tes,, 
timony yesterday, RicAwalsky :call= 
ed a' surviving.'•aieo(66spottse "jf, • 
,18 •of; the 27: vrcUms ,.Who die 
> tfie.crast"to provide information'on 
! 'names::and-,ages,:ofAh6',%y',ictims;'; 

as well as how they:,ended:;up''going,'; 
on thy youth group's:tiip to .:King's' 
Island amusement.park-on May,14, 
1988,.. and. wlieiher they returned '• 

}The. testimony was Brief, unemo-: 
tioital`'artd the.. defense declined•.to 

9 crass -examine,"' ny' of.' the ".18 "wit= 
nesses; ,who took•.the ;stand - before 
court.recessed.k`3:30 p.m.. 

According to Richwalsky, many 
,of the ̀ :victims` .family ; members ' 
would probably-rhave- liked' to say 
more in- tfi."10pony, :but case 

`' hriw` diC err :. comments be 
shorfand restrained. 

'Qbviously,; each : and, everyone:' 
could have,: probably: gone on. for; 
' days. in, respect toft.. children, o',;• 
spouses .:that-died. dri thebus," i said 
;,Rrchwalsky.."tut-" as'we interpreted , 
the cas - jiw "authority that gave,us.,, , 
the'.-' ability.: to put •' that • type , of 
evidenceJn :. ihat is,why by'ne-ces= 
sity'the'questioits had to be short 
and just that- sketch amount 'of in= 
formation." ; 

According to, , the prosecutor,. 
there was no hesitation,among.die " 
family ' n): embers . telated?.to' taking 
the witness stand to; testify " . f;.•'' 

Nobody was reluctant to come,' 
said Richwalsky.--t '  
was the whole gamtjt.. of.thbSe who 
wanted; to appear. '.We'told: them pit 
was tlieir option, • especiallyrraft& 
the - defense.: counsel • agreed',"- = 
ciously not to invoke.- witness 
separation. We had' gone°into (the 
trial) under the impression that. (the 
family-tnembers who would testify) 
would not be allowed to be. in-Ahe 
courtroom until this particulartime. 
And I thnk:that`was a=concerr;•be 
cause: many 'ortherrr wanted ,to ;lac 
(here)'. Many of."the:.' - ilies:''ex=. 
pressed ' m :to e 1hey.:.wai ,_, .,, •to;,be i 
Here`for4hat child •—:that... * ,was 
the .;least that theY .could AQ;i'to at (" 
tend this` trial for their deadchild." 
.Richwalsky .noted •'-the defense 

agreement to not separate` the-wit-. 
nesses from the - trial was "a very 
kind 'gesture • frdm :"'the ' defense 
counsel because thev did not have 

Richwalsky noted the defense 
agreement to not separate the wit-
nesses from the trial was "a very 
kind gesture from the defense 
counsel because they did not have 
to." 

According to a defense attorney, 
testimony by family members also 
helped the defense to fill in some 
gaps in the court proceedings. 

"A lot of (the family members) 
we've seen in the courtroom over 
the past several days," said defense 
attorney Russell Baldani. "It's in-
teresting to see who is actually the 
parent of (the different victims). 
I've wondered, but I wasn't going 
to go up and introduce myself and 
ask 'Who are you here on behalf 
or"' 

Although Mahoney appeared to 
never look at the family members 
as they testified, Baldani said his 
client was affected by their tes-
timony as well as his feelings for 
the victims. 
"He was affected by it," Baldani 

said of his client. "I mean he has . 
questions ... he wonders if these 
people forgive him. He wonders if 
there is anything he can say or do 
to make them feel better. Ob-
viously, those aren't proper 
questions for an attorney to ask in 
court." 
The prosecution's case continued 

today as additional family members 
were called to testify on the final 
nine victims who died in the crash. 
Other testimony is expected to con-
tinue with the prosecution complet-
ing its case Thursday or Friday. 
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vehicles finally came to rest. 
The tape showed the pickup 

truck traveling the wrong way, 
north in the southbound fast-lane of 
the divided Interstate south of Car-
rollton, then smashing into the right 
front section of the bus. The video 
then showed the bus bouncing 
along the roadway and the truck.. 
spinning and striking the rear of the 
Cadillac before each skidded to a 
stop. 

Also included were realistic 
details such as skid marks left by 
the vehicles and footage of the im-
pact when the bodies of the bus and 
pickup truck caved in. 
,Although the recreation did not 

depict the fire that consumed the 
bus, a black patch was painted onto 
the interstate roadway where the 
bus eventually came to final rest 
and burned. 

"It's a relatively new technique," 
said Assistant Attorney General 
Paul Richwalsky Jr., special 
prosecutor in the case. "I think it's 
been utilized in civil cases 
primarily. I've never before heard 
of it used in a criminal prosecu-
tion." 

According to the prosecutor, the 
accident animation technique was 
pioneered by the Minnesota State 
Patrol for use in vehicular 
homicides and vehicular inves-
tigations. 

"I've never seen it used in 
criminal rase-S," said defense attor-
ney Jack Hildebrand, one of the at-
torneys representing Mahoney. 

"In our opinion. the advantage 
was that the jury got to see the 
wreck as it happened," said Rich-
walsky. "It was as if you suspended 
this jury with a crane or stuck them 
up on that hillside — if you some-
how had some admonition that this 
type of event was going to occur 
and had them sit there waiting for it 
to happen and in effect see it as it 
happened. In effect, it puts you in 
the driver's seat. It puts you in the 
seat of one of the vehicles. It's al-
most better than being there be-
cause of the ability to slow it down 
or stop it. You saw the actual time 
(it took) and you saw the actual 
time of the wreck." 

Hildebrand said he does not 
think the animation accurately 
depicts the accident. He also 
questioned the accuracy of informa-
tion obtained in the state police 
reconstruction of the crash. 

Cease concluded that the right 
See: TRIAL 
Back Page, Column 3 
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Coiitinlied-from Page 1' 
fOot''•porgon of Mahoney's •truck 
slarnmed•into the right front section 

-of,the:bdi ..The trick then struck 
tlie,'gas. ..tihk'of the.'bus, the truck 
rotatedand7its'left reat'`end shuck a' 
•CadiIIaq; that.4as`.,being•driven be-
side•aHe••bus .The•.Cadrllac•'left°the 
higfiivayt;wittiourst iking: th'e bus, 

:: A goition" of'the front -suspension• - 
of;thd bus ,the leaf-spring-assembly; 
punctli • the': btis',,gas; tank,-:which' 
1ed'to`tlie;f,, .e., re, 

"I ';think flint the'"formulas and 
the ;•fheories. •of :.Sonny -Cease were 
incor'rect,ot i basi'cally," . said Hil-
debiarid;• speaking of a ;morning 
press'conference yesterday: 

Hildd6' d' :... qi esttone•i the 
credibility 'of. the, state .police: acci- 
.dent eeonstiuetib tilt in across-ex= 
ain,t a•ioii ryesterday. morning: that" 

•\4' 

explora d,,';4he'trooper's` knowledge 
of •pFiysics;:: ' engineering 'and, 
theones'ofaccide'nt reconstruction.' 

According• to Hildebrand,'. the 
defense'will present its: own expert . 
to reconstruct the-.accident but will 
not 4v,9,'-,t animated videotape to 
show the., jury.. He :said . the defense 
•constrticaon will:<tie aided tip ' 
`dpmp#eiied evaluations of infor-

'':matibif -related _to,; the;:cras4 . ;'a 
TQC Cease. did not o into:. ' ' .  g, , 

`. cross=examiriaiion-• 
;yesterday;'•Hildebraird asked Cease -
why..;;he ,,did• not: use a.'computer 
prograrrr'to evaluate. his data-from 
•the•ciash,; ;;.. 

T11e:'trogper, told the'." jury he was 
notytiaire¢.in';that"; omputerized• 
area; , ut that'; •tie; ; 'a 'confident of 
"141S ulfs•'gatliered. ,through,'rpore, 
tradiuot}alavenues`y,::.: 

Isffeei";that '. bein::.there' and 
6a•►in •.,tiajids; on;physic'4 -evidence' . 
is;t erteis?;thanplugging,, iumbers in a . 
comi'uter".Cease rs tided: ' 

In'.'anottier p, art.. of his cross-ex-
aminauon;r. yesterday, his. 

Cease,if a mechanical uispec-
tioh'&of .:the:• crash` vehicles had 
'shown!';the,,:left:front.brake on,•the. 
bM.to,bd'"worn excessively." . 

Ceasei:Wo he, did inot recall but 
thatiea d',been:,'told the.: brakes 

a• P. were ut;rod $nape: , . . 

erriiig't_o:the' inspection,. V' 
lease.! 14cafed that 
• 1ffd!fgpnd-.the brake 'to ..be 

"o i-eXcgssi`vely  
'H lrfe>jkhd :'asked if the • woin 

brake had b6en figured into Cease's 
iecgii'structi on. and ;video presenta-

<;s.Ceaseasaid=.he, had not, but that 
:since' the tihi 'dxle`ind• wheels, of 
:'the`lius :we a lc rocked off 4t impact 

d;teveh'icle:fell.to•fhe pavement 
iti;rtes': front. 'and ..skidded on ':the 
ggrrooiiitdtwitli'its:undercarriage,, the 
braking times and: distances: should 
tie.. no-' different' than with good 

'TThe wheels came Ioff and it was 
.dragguig •.,orr. ahe.• ground,• said 
Cease::-:l•r my opin on;:that s better 
tliari•'having`brakes .'•:.'• , 
7. t;The; defense.lNandL'•prosecution.! 1 :. 
tiave,.•yuestioned seY.etal Witnesses 
whd:' Ire;been;calledin- the .trial to 
date,t'con'&nin :the.::possible':con;..` ,:..... 
nec[ion.Qf.a`motorcyele` o tle.ac,•i-
`dek.-Cease said yesterday. avnotor- 
cycle was-.at the crash scene but he 

__.  - .-
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clen presented. 
Kentucky•State policc-Trooper David A. Stevenson displays a 

., •r. ff.• •v....:: ,•.•r:,i,:,. 

IYiWer'Lite beer carton• aria several beer cans found in the pickup 
irtrck;driveri•by-L•arry Mahoney on May 14, 1988. Stevenson tes-
: t fled yesf `rday,in Carro lltd" t••(Pool photo by.Todd.Buchanan.) 

Scale models are 
used to recreate 
truck-buy crash 

By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor 

Using scale models tb recreate a 
collision that killed 27 pe)ple from 
a Radcliff;.Ky., church youth group 

•:near. Carrollton in 1988, the jury in ; 
the trial of Larry Mahoney viewed 
an eerie video 'tape of. tiow jnves-
tigators think the tragedy infolded. 
The video tape and scale models 

were introduced as evidence 
yesterday in the mwder and 
drunken driving trial of Mahoney, 
36; of rural Owen County 
Mahoney .-is charged with 27 

counts of murder, 12 counts of as-
sault, 42 counts of want-in endan-
germent and one count of driving 
under the influence in connection 
with a head=on crash %rich a bus 
owned by the Radcliff First As-
sembly of God on. May 1-,1988. 

i 
I 

The 30-second video tape in-
cluded . approximately seven 
secopds of the actual crash recrea-
tion and showed scale replicas of 
the church bus, 1987 Toyota pickup 
Mahoney was driving and a 1977 
Cadillac driven by, an Akron, Ohio, 
man. The prosecution claims ̀  all 
three vehicles were involved in the 
crash, but that Mahoney was driv-
ing north in the southbound lanes 
of the interstate and is responsible 
for the tragedy. 

According to Kentucky State 
Police Trooper Henry "Sonny" 
Cease Jr., the video was produced 
using a sale model of the crash 
scene south of Carrollton as well as 
scale models of the crash vehicles 
depicting them before and after the 
collision, 

C— se said the model vehicles 
were moved in unison and 
videotaped to recreate the tragedy 
based on statistical and physical 
evidence gathered in the case. 

Cease •has spent 1,880-hours 
over the past 18 months to inves-
tigate the tragedy, which has since 
become known as the worst 
drunken driving accident in U.S. 
history. 

`"Through. all my investigation, 
all my comparisons of vehicles, all 
my exammations of physical 
evidence I gathered, in my opinion 
there is no other way this collision 
could have happened," Cease told 
the jury as he neared the conclusion 
of his eight hours of testimony over 
the past two-days. 
The video recreation was eerie in 

that it showed the undamaged 
vehicles closing in on each other 
just prior to the crash and included 
an animated recreation until the 
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Some victims killed by fire, 
:state medical examiner says 
r 

i 
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By MARK CAMPBELL C" tragedy occurred: 
ICentucky News-Editor / 2 •• tragedyHaving served as the state's chief 
A state medical examiner Ee medical examiner since 1977, 

tified yesterday that some of the 27 Nichols has responded to numerous 
victims who died in a fiery church disasters including mine eX-
bus crash in 1988 may have been plosions, fires and shootings. When 
"burning alive" before they even- he arrived at the crash site, the 
tually succumbed to smoke inhala- highway was a scene of emergency 
tion. vehicles with "blue lights flashing 

Dr. George Nichols, the chief everywhere," he said. 
medical examiner for the state of "When -I got there I asked 
Kentucky, testified yesterday as the Coroner Dunn how bad things 
107th and possibly last witnesses were," Nichols said. "He said they 
for the prosecution in the murder were terrible." 
and drunken driving trial of Larry Nichols borrowed a flashlight 
Wayne Mahoney. from a Kentucky State Police 

Nichols, who coordinated 'the trooper, entered the rear emergency 
recovery of the 27 victims' bodies door and saw about 15 to 17 people 
from the gutted former Meade "draped over the backs of seats, 
County school bus, supervised the people who were co-mingled and 
identifications and autopsies in the stacked on top of each other," he 
case. said. 

Nichols also issued final reports 
on the cause of death in each of the 
24 children and three adults who 
perished in what has been 
described as the worst alcohol-
related accident in U.S. history. 
The victims, all passengers on a 

First Assembly of God church bus 
from Radcliff, Ky., died after the 
fuel tank on the bus ruptured in a 
head-on impact with a pickup truck 
driven by Mahoney and spread fire 
throughout the vehicle. Another 40 
passengers escaped the fire but 
many were badly burned before 
they could exit the crowded school 
bus through its one remaining door. 

Mahoney, a 36-year-old factory 
worker from rural Owen County, is 
being tried on 27'counts of murder 
as well as 12 counts of assault, 42 
counts of wanton endangerment 
and one count of driving under the 
influence of alcohol. He could be 
sentenced up to life in prison on 
° each of the murder charges if con-
victed. 

"Obviously a mass disaster," was 
the way Nichols described the 
scene • he found on Interstate-71 
south of Carrollton when he was 
summoned to the crash site by Car-
roll. County Coroner James Dunn a 
little over two hours after the 

i 

He then recalled leaving the bus 
and sitting for 15 minutes in a state 
police cruiser as he tried to assess 
the scene he had just witnessed. 
Nichols said after getting into the 
cruiser he "sat, blinking my eyes 
hoping what I was seeing would go 
away." 

Nichols decided the bus, with 
bodies still intact, should be moved 
to a temporary morgue at the Ken-
tucky National Guard Armory near. 
Carrollton. 

Before Nichols could remove 
any of the bodies from the bus, 
family members from Radcliff had 
started to arrive at a nearby Holiday 
Inn in Carrollton to inquire about 
their missing family members and 
identify their remains if necessary. 
He said he met with two"mini-

sters from the Radcliff area and 
told them he had determined that a 
"visual identification bf the victims 
was impossible" because their 
bodies were too badly burned. 
Through the help of state police 

and American Red Cross workers, 
the family members wcrc,A'inler. 
viewed concerning what personal-) 
effects and jewelry the victims 
might have been wearing to aid in 
the identification process, he said. 
Later, dental records of the victims 

Examined testimony 
Dr. George Nichols, Kentucky's chief medical examiner, reacts{ 
to cross-examination by defense attorney William Summers. 
Nichols testified yesterday in Carrollton in the murder and 
drunken driving trial of Larry Wayne Mahoney. (Pool photo by 
Ed Reinke.) 

were flown to Carrollton and that 
was the method used to positively 
identify most of the victims. 
"Each body was removed and 

placed in a numbered, zippered dis-
aster bag and placed on a gurney," 
said Nichols, adding there was 
eventually a "long line of gurneys 
with black bags." 

Nichols said the autopsies were 
"ongoing with the operation inside 
the bus. 
"We would remove two, three, 

four victims and then do the post 

mortems — to just get out of tho. 
bus for a while," he said, adding 
the 27 bodies weren't recovered 
and the autopsies concluded until 
9:30 p.m. on that Sunday. 

"The condition of bodies dis-
played extreme burns and partial, 
incineration," Nichols told the jur}' 
Some parents of the victims sob 

bed quiedy-and-wiped tears during 
the the medical, examiner's three, 

See: MAHONEY 
Page 3, Column 1 
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flours oC sometimes graphic tes-
timony. 

Nichols testified yesterday that 
each of the 27 victims died of 
smoke inhalation as he told family 
members and reporters and issued 
in his reports at that time. He added 
the bodies were too severely bur-
ned to detect superficial injuries, 
but that none of the victims had 
broken bones or signs of deep cuts 
or bruises from the impact. 

Nichols went through a stack of 
27 folders, each of which contained 
the report of those who died in the 
bus crash. He said most victims 
were identified by dental charts, 
while some were identified by 
jewelry, personal effects or . the 
process of elimination. 
. He said he .found "soot" in the 

respiratory tracts of each of the 27 
victims and that they had blood 
carbon monoxide levels of from 18 
to 69 percent. A "trace" amount of 
cyanide was detected in toxicology 
tests conducted on one of the 27 
victims. 

However, Nichols also noted 
yesterday that some of the victims 
were probably "burning alive" and 
their direct exposure to the flames 
could have been a contributing fac-
tor in their deaths. 

Specifically speaking, Nichols 
told the jury Chuck Kytta,. the 
church's youth minister who was 
standing in the front stairwell of the 
bus at the time of the collision, was 
"coated with droplets of fuel" when 
the fuel tank ruptured and he bur-
ned when the fuel ignited. He 
described Kytta as being in the 
"center of a flash fire that quickly 
surrounded him." 

Nichols noted Kytta had the. 
lowest: blood carbon ..monoxide., 
readiiig.at 18 percentbandiprobablyh 
died  from the .fire. However, he 
said smoke inhalation was a con-
tributing factor in Kytta's death. 

During cross-examination by 
William Summers, lead counsel for 
the defense, Nichols was asked 
why his final report on Kytta did 
not indicate the 34-year-old man 
died from the fire and not the 
smoke inhalation. 

Later, Nichols admitted he may 
have initially kept family members 
as well as members of the media in 
the dark concerning victims who 
may have burned while alive. 

"I may not have spoke the entire 
truth to the media and to a lesser 
extent to the families," Nichols 
said. "At that time I only had a 
suspicion that one or more had not 
been rendered unconscious by 

smoke. I accepted the burden of 
trying to inform the media. And 
since I only had a suspicion until 
later on . I did not have clear 
evidence that there could be more 
than one person who burned alive. I 
saw no reason to call a news con-
ference to make that public at that 
point; however, this is not a news 
conference; this is a court of law 
and I have told you the truth." 
Summers also asked Nichols 

why he had not amended his post-
mortem. reports on the victims he 
thought may have burned alive and 
asked if he was trying to "protect 
the families. 
The medical examiner said his 

reports are accurate in. that he said 
the ' victims died from smoke in-

halation while also suffering burns 
while they were near death as well 
as after death. 

Nichols also said earlier tes-
timony in the case supports his 
claim that some victims were alive 
when the fire swept through the 
bus. He said the screams and cries 
other witnesses heard were "consis-
tent with my opinion," 
He said all of the victims except 

for one — Kytta — had tried to flee 
the burning bus. 

"They were trying to get to the 
back door," he said. "They clearly 
were moving toward the back of 
the bus." 

While answering reporter's 
questions about yesterday's tes-
timony, Summers said the changes 
in Nichols' account of how the 
people on the. bus died could 
damage his credibility as a witness. 
"When a person issues a docu-

ment a'month later and leaves out 
any mention it does become a ques-
tion of credibility," said Summers. 

Richwalsky said Nichols may 
have tempered his original com-
ments to the media and families out 
of concern for the family members' 
feelings. 
"There's a limit on what 

anybody can take," Richwalsky 
said of Nichols' feelings. "Maybe 
that's the first time he's seen 27 
children die like that and had to go 
face their families." 
The prosecutor said the families 

had been briefed concerning the 
pathologist's testimony and they 
knew some of the victims had bur-
ned alive going into yesterday's tes-
timony. 

"Everyone died from smoke in-. 
halation, but some of the people., 
died from being consumed; by fire 
as. well,".said. R-ichwalsky;;who•ad 
ded -"many people think with 
smoke inhalation you just go to 
sleep and feel nothing" but it can 
sometimes result in a more painful 
death. 

"Not at all," said Richwalsky on 
whether Nichols' credibility had 
suffered during cross-examination. 
"If anything, I think it probably en-
hanced the credibility. I think they 
(the jurors) understand the human 
factors ... He did what he did and 
explained why he did it." 
Summers also questioned the 

validity of the toxicology tests the 
medical examiner had conducted 
on the victim's blood specimens at 
the Kentucky State Police Crime 
Laboratory in Frankfort. Summers 
specifically asked about the 
presehce of cyanide and hydrogen 
chloride. 

Nichols testified that tests for 
cyanide gas found only "trace" 
amounts in one of the 27 victims 
while no screening for hydrogen 
chloride was performed. 
Summers said both gases can 

cause or be contributing factors to a 
person's death — noting that 
chlorine gas was used as a weapon 
by the Germans in World War I and 
cyanide gas. is used in death-
penalty case executions in some 
states. _ 
Cyanide and chlorine gas are. 

both byproducts of certain tires in-
cluding ; foam rubber, Styrofoam, 
wool, (some clothing, plastics, 
vinyl, tennis shoes and human hair. 

Sumoiers asked  if the burning 

foam seat cushions and vinyl seats 
could have diminished the victims' 
chances of making it out of the bus. 
He also asked if the seats made up 
the majority of the combustible 
material in the bus. 

"Obviously, there was a substan-
tial amount of plastics in the bus," 
said Nichols. 

"The seats?" Summers asked. 
"Yes," Nichols replied. 
The defense attorney then 

questioned the sensitivity of the 
tests used to screen for cyanide and 
also asked why no efforts were 
made to test for hydrogen chloride. 

Nichols said he didn't think the 
state crime lab was capable of test-
ing for hydrogen chloride, but 
while the test used to screen for 
cyanide may not be as "sensitive" 
as some others available, it is 
"more specific" and "reliable." 

Nichols said the test. used to 
detect cyanide is sensitive enough 
to determine is there is enough of 
the toxin present to cause death. 

However, Summers asked if that 
would also be sensitive enough to 
determine if there was enough 
cyanide present to be a contributing 
factor in a person's death. He noted 
cyanide causes a person's heart and 
respiratory rates to increase — pos-
sibly causing them to breathe faster 
and ingest more of the carbon 
monoxide gas that eventually killed 
most of the 27 victims. 
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Given those conditions, Sum-
mers asked Nichols if he could say 
positively that cyanide or chlorine 
gas had not affected at least 26 of 
the victims and possibly hindered 
their ability to flee the burning bus. 
The medical examiner answered 

"No" to each question. 
Later, while answering a ques-

ti6n re-directed by.. Richwalsky,. 
Nichols' said the •victims' • bodies 
were so heavily burned more sensi-
tive tests may not have produced 
any more reliable results. 

Nichols also noted conditions in 
the temporary morgue as well as 
the amount of time it took to 
recover the bodies could have af-
fected the results of any toxicology 
tests rendering them less mean-
ingful. The autopsies were not 
completed until 22 hours after the 
crash. 

"The conditions were clearly 
sub-optimal," he said. "Even if we 
had tested for these things I don't 
know what the numbers. would 
have meant." 
' Summers asked Nichols if the 
1977 former school bus had used 
diesel fuel instead of gasoline and 
'had flame-retardant seats and more 
emergency exits, would the vic-
tims' chances for survival been 
greater. 
' "In my opinion it would have," 
Nichols answered 

Richwalsky later asked Nichols 
if he realized 99 percent of the 
buses manufactured in 1977 were 
gasoline. The medical examiner 
said he did not know that to be a 
fact, but it seemed feasible. 
As far as the toxicology tests are 

concerned, Richwalsky said the 
type of seats that were on the bus 
are•not relevant to the case and that 
the question the jury must decide is 
whether Mahoney acted with ex-
treme indifference to the value of 
human life by drinking and driving. 

He said bus safety issues are•also 
irrelevant because the trial, is 
"constrained to the type of vehicle 
in this case" and that it is Mahoney 
who is on trial and not the bus. I 
Summers responded 'that the 

"relevancy of bus safety was , 
decided earlier in the case" when 
Carroll Circuit Judge Charles I F. 
Satterwhite agreed to allow the 
defense to put on evidence concern-
ing bus design and safety. 

"We're just trying to portray and 
show what has happened," said 
Summers. 

Although Richwalsky did not 
officially rest the prosecutions case 
yesterday, he said he has more it an 
likely called his last witness. He 
said he will "check everything over 
this weekend" as a "margin kfor 
safety" to see if he has left anything 
uncovered. 
The defense is expected to begin 

its case Monday, and Summers said 
he will begin with factual witnesses 
and then later move into testimony 
by expert witnesses. 
He said the defense will need 

least a week to present its case.' 
at 

Feaheny argued that the broken 
leaf spring assembly might not 
have punctured a plastic fuel tank 
and that even if a plastic tank had 
ruptured, it would not have "boiled 
over" with fuel, spraying people 
like a flame thrower. 

Larry W. Mahoney, a 36-year-old 
Owen County man who drove the 
pickup truck involved in the wreck, 
is now standing trial in Carroll Cir-
cuit Court on charges including 
murder and drunken driving. 
Loeb told the safety board that 

the staff turned up no information 
to support a recommendation that 
the National' Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration requrie plas-
tic fuel tanks. 
He said the NTSB was aware of 

no studies comparing steel tanks 
with plastic ones. Loeb added that 
performing such tests was 
"beyond" the capability of the 
safety board. 
Loeb noted that the safety board 

recommended last March that the, 
'traffic safety administration study 

the crash-worthiness of fuel tanks. 
That study could include a close 
look at plastic fuel tanks. 
The board also recommended 

that the highway administration 
stiffen standards on bus exits and 
flammability, and require more 
protection for buses in severe 
crashes. 

Feaheny said after the ruling that 
the board "was completely 
wrong." 

In March, the safety board also 
proposed that states phase out 
school buses built before tougher 
federal safety requirements went 
into effect in 1977. The bus invol-
ved in the Carrollton crash was 
built before standards requiring 
protective cages around fuel tanks 
were adopted. 
The NTSB recommended that 

Kentucky enact measures designed 
to keep drunken drivers off the 
road. Those suggestions include in-
creased use of sobriety checkpoints 
and tougher penalties for drunken 
drivers. 
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/l7e /•so/d9 Surgeon.testifies 
bus wreck was a 
medical disaster 

By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor  

A pediatric surgeon who treated 
six of the most serious bum victims 
from the fiery bus crash on Inter-
state 71 in 1988 testified yesterday 
many of the children were per-
manently disfigured by the heat and 
flames, but the greatest threat to 
their lives came from smoke inhala-
tion. 

Dr. Mary Fallat, a pediatric sur-
geon at Kosair Children's Hospital 
in Louisville, said she would 
qualify the fiery tragedy as a 
"medical disaster" and that many of 
the victims' most serious injuries 
were related to the inhalation of 
noxious smoke and fumes. 
The "medical disaster" Fallat 

spoke of- has also been called the 
worst drunken driving accident in 
U.S. history and 36-year-old Larry 
Wayne Mahoney, Owen County, 
has been charged with drunken 
driving and 27 counts of murder in 
connection with the crash. 

Mahoney, who also faces 12 
counts of first-degree assault and 
42 counts of .first-degree wanton 
endangerment, is accused of driv-
ing his pickup truck the wrong way 
on Interstate 71 near Carrollton and 
colliding head-on with a church bus 
from Radcliff, Ky., on May 14, 
1988. He faces up to life in prison 
if convicted on the murder charges. 
Police have said his blood-alcohol 
level over an hour after the accident 
was 0.24 percent — almost 2'fa 
times the level considered legally 
intoxicated. in Kentucky., 

Fallat, who testified as an expert 
witness for the prosecution yester-
day, said the six children she 
treated 'suffered from..firs t-,.  second- 
and third-degree burns on 
anywhere from 3 to 25, percent of 
`their°• bodies" While natie;'pf '-the 
burns were considered ` life-
threatening, most of the patients 
she saw could have died from 
respiratory complications if not for 
the specialized treatment they 
received at Kosair. 

"The bronchial' tube of every 
child was lined with soot," said Fal-
lat, referring to the smoke and 
noxious fumes the six children 
breathed while escaping from- the 
burning bus. She said smoke in-
halation is a situation that can even-
tually lead to a complete "swelling 
of, the vocal -chords" causing the 
patient to choke to death if not 
respirated by means of a tube inser-
ted in the throat to keep the pas-
sageways open. 

Fallot noted the heat caused dis-
figuring bums to various.parts of 
the childrens' bodies, the heat and 
flames did not result in the victim's 
life-threatening respiratory 
problems. 

"It's not the heat that caused the 
injuries, it's the byproducts of. the 
fire that cause the injury," Fallat 
testified during cross-examination 
by defense attorney Jack Hil-
debrand: 

During his questions, Hildebrand 
asked FallaVif nature of the toxic 
fumes the children breathed in the 
fire could lie considered 'a con-
tributing factor to the seriousness 

floor coverings that burned in the 
fire caused the smoke and fumes to 
be more toxic. 

"Certainly, if you have 
byproducts of combustion and 
some are more noxious than others, 
then the degree of injury could be 
more - serious," Fallat responded, 
while indicating she had no 
evidence to indicate the bus crash 
fire was more noxious than any 
other, but that a-medical examiner's 
report could provide more informa-
tion in that area. 

After yesterday's testimony con-
cluded, William Summers; lead 
counsel for the defense, said-issues 
related to the seats on the .bus. were 
finally coming. to the surface. 

"I think it was also significant to 
note that even from Dr: Fallat we 
began to learn that the' toxicity of 
the smoke — and we've -heard 
about a very dense, rolling, black 
smoke," said Summers after court 
recessed for the day. "What was the 
toxicity of the burning seat 
material? I think that was the lar-
gest, by volume, material within 
the bus. We claimed that all along 
(it). had a significant effect. It's 
starting to happen. 
"No one is attempting to put 

Larry Mahoney on the right side of 
the road or to intimate his blood al-
cohol was not an impairment, but 
from the defense's posture and 
from the state's posture, we want 
the entire truth to come out and as 
advocates we'll argue our case." 

During testimony yesterday af-
temoon by the six ,children who 
were most seriously injured in the 
tragedy, many said they have very 
little 'memory of the crash,.fire or_ 

._.their escape from the burnirig.bus.. -
However;— David Qliser, a' 

Radcliff. teen who sustained burns 
"on his=,.AAn Mand as'; well as 
.smoke inhalation, said the aisle of 
'the bus was so crowded when he 
tried to escape the fire' it was hard' 
to move. 

Later during cross-examination 
by Hildebrand concerning, whether 
the bus was crowded, Walliser said, 
"It was full ... There were 'more 
people on it than I would really feel 
comfortable with." 

Katrina Muller, who suffered 
burns to her face, hands and arms 
and respiratory tract, also said the 
aisle was packed with children 
trying to get to the rear emergency 
door of the bus. 
The head-on collision blocked 

the front exit of the bus and rup-
tured the vehicle's fuel tank, start-
ing a fire that eventually engulfed 
the entire passenger compartment. 



the entire passenger compartment. 
"I' was in line the way, they teach 

you to get off a bus," said Muller, 
who-added she finally realized that 
exiting the bus by the jammed aisle 
would -be too slow and decided to: 
crawl across the backs of the seats. 

"I became overcome with smoke 
and fell down," she.said, "I prayed 
to God 'my heart was right and I'd 
go to heaven. When I was laying 
down it felt like the heat was right 
there ... there was smoke all around 
me." 

Muller spent 35 days in a Louis-
ville hospital while recovering from 
her injuries to a point where she 

See: MAHONEY TRIAL 
Back Page, Column 4 

Harold "Bubba" Dennis, Kim's 
15-year-old brother, who suffered 
burns over 15 percent of his body 
including his face and upper body 
as well as severe respiratory 
damage, remembers very little 
about the accident, but he spent 
about two months at Kosair includ-
ing two weeks on a respirator. 
Bubba Dennis, who is per-

manently disfigured, said he has 
had surgery "too many times to 
count" and still must undergo addi-
tional surgical procedures in the fu-
ture.. 

ahoney t•ia 
Continued from Page 1 
could go home. 

During his cross examination, 
defense attorney Russ Baldani as-
ked Muller about a video tape she 
had made while still undergoing 
treatment in the hospital. Muller 
sent the tape to Mahoney while the 
defendant was undergoing evalua-
tion at the Kentucky Correctional 
Psychiatric Center in LaGrange and 
Baldani asked why. 
The girl told Baldani she had 

made the tape to let Mahoney know 
she did not hate him and had for- 
given him. 

"In my church I was. raised that 
you can't go to heaven if you hated 
somebody," she tearfully said as 
her voice trembled with emotion. "I 
forgive him for what he did, but I 
Still think he needs to be punished_ 
for it." 

In other testimony by children 
who were 'seriously injured in the 
crash, several of the victims had a 
difficult time speaking loud enough 
for the jury, attorneys 'and court 
officials to hear them. 

According to Richwalsky, many 
of the victims still have sore throats 

from smoke inhalation injuries to 
their throats and respiratory tracts. 
. Kim Dennis, 18; of Radcliff, suf-
fered, burns to her hands and head 
as well as lung damage. 

Dennis said although she does 
not remember breathing fire .or 
smoke, she spent two weeks in the 
Kosa r Intensive Care Unit with a 
tube down her.throat., 
_asked.:,;:liy • E.Iildebrand :if .;her 

throat was still sore today, Dennis 
said in a hoarse whisper, "It's not 
really sore, but my voice has chan-
ged a lot." 

Aaron Conyers, 14, of Elizabeth-
town, was one - of the. more 
seriously injured victims to survive 
the crash. He lost his older brother, 
Joshua, in the tragedy and with 
second- and third-degree bums 
over 25 percent of his body, Aaron 
has had surgery several times al-
ready. 

Conyers said he remembers 
much that occurred before, during 
and after the crash. He said he. saw 
headlights of the vehicle that col-
lided with the bus as welf as "stuf-
fed animals"- and other items that 
were blocking the aisle of the bus, 
making it difficult for the passen-
ger§ to escape. through the rear 
.door. 

One line of questions Summers 
asked Conyers in his cross ex-
amination centered on a statement 
the boy made to state police in July 
1988 and discussed in passing 
while testifying for the prosecution 
yesterday. - 
Summers asked Conyers, who 

was seated on the driver's side of 
the fifth row of the seats in the bus 
on the night of the tragedy, if he 
remembered telling investigators he 
had seen a- couple of girls light dis-
posable cigarette lighters' in. the 
moments after the crash. 

Conyers said he had seen some 
lighters but he didn't remember 
nything about it now. 
Summers read from a transcrip-

tion of a taped interview in which. 
Conyers was quoted as saying the 
front of the bus was on fire when 
two girls sitting across the aisle 
from him lit their cigarette lighters' j 
and the flames got worse in that 
section of the bus. 

"`When they lit the lighters ... 
Just file went up in the air,"' Sum-
mers read, quoting Conyer's 1988 
interview. 
Summers asked Conyers if he 

thought the lighters ignited gasoline 
fumes that were possibly in the bus 
or if they -caught the bus seam 
-cushions on fire. 

Conyers, who could barely be 
heard because his voice is still 
weak and hoarse from injuries, suf-
fered in 'the fire, said he could not 
remember events pertaining -to the 
lighters. 

lighters. He noted the prosecutors 
could have just as easily decided to 
overlook the interview and not 
make that information available. 

"I think- it shows you the fair 
level the' state police have ap-
proached this with and certainly the 
state police have been guided and 
directed by their lawyer (Rich-
walsky) from early on," said Sum-
mers. 

Richwalsky noted every inter-
view conducted by his investigators 
-has been transcribed to writing and 
made available to the defense. 

. In other testimony yesterday, one 
of the more emotional moments in 
Wednesday's proceedings came 
when Linda Jane "Janey" Padgett, 
Vine Grove, testified. 

Padgett was a good friend of Joy 
Williams, one of the three adults 
who perished in the fire, and was 
the only adult chaperon to escape 
the tragedy. 

According to Padgett, the 
children had had a fun day' at 
King's Island amusement park near 
Cincinnati on the day of the crash 
and many were sleeping on their 
long ride back to Radcliff. 

"Quite a few buses left (King's 
Island) at the same time; " said 
Padgett. "It was like a caravan. 
Some stopped at McDonald's and 
the kids begged us to stop." 

Padgett said bus driver John 
Pearman, who died in the crash, did . 
not stop until they filled the bus 
with gasoline and the kids went to 
the bathroom and bought snacks 
and soft'drinks at a Chevron sta-
tion. 
• She said she remembered one 

girl getting sick on the ride home 
some time before the crash, but 
little.eise out of the usual until she 
woke up following the collision 
with her mouth bleeding and saw 
' Pearman still in his seat, silhouetted 
by the glow of the fire. 

"I remember saying 'Oh my 
God!' and the next thing I .know I 
was on -the - ground and I don't 
know how I got 'there," Padgett 
said. _ 



Padgett said she recalled the bus 
coming to a stop after hearing the 
"steel dragging on the pavement for 
what seemed like an eternity. I 
remember how thankful I was that 
we had stopped and we would be 

okay. The second that came across 
my mind, I saw an orange glow and 
I knew we would be in trouble.". 

According to Padgett, she was 
sitting beside Williams • in the 
second row behind the driver, and 
escaped through an open window 
there. However, she said. she does 
not remember how she got out the 
window. 

"I remember the cold grass 
touching my legs," Padgett said, 
becoming more emotional and tear-
ful as she told the jury she ran from 
the bus into the grassy median. "I 
remember looking back and hoping 
and praying somebody was behind 
me. I looked back and all I saw was 
flames. I remember screaming for 
Joy (Williams), but I could not help 
her.' 

Padgett said the heat from the 
bus was intense by then and a 
"woman ran up to me and she told 
me ̀ Honey, you have to run' and I 
started to run." 

She said she stopped,' looked 
back and screamed for Williams 
again and the woman returned and 
told her "'Honey, you've got to run, 
the bus is going to blow. , 

Padgett said as she ran 'further 
away from the burning bus she 
could hear a "stampede of kids" 
behind her. "We all sat .down and 
thanked God we got off and did the 
best we could do' to console each 
other." 
Some of the children "were bur-

ned - so =badly;; I-.-.cbuldn':t tell who 
they were,",.said.:Padgett,• adding 
,"One:little;,girl; looked Ilike{•some-
th•ng,had:melted on. her;faco.',, •1„. 

She said she kept working with 
the children "as much as I could" 
and then heard an explosion. "I 
looked back at the bus," she- said. 
"'There was a billow of smoke that 
was just unreal and that's when I 
lost all hope for my friends. I knew 
I couldn't find them." 

More testimony from victims 
who were seriously injured in the 
crash is expected today as the trial 
moves into its sixth day of tes-
timony. Richwalsky said he will 
call his final witnesses who were al-. 
legedly assaulted in, the crash today 
and that work to present the com-
monwealth's case has progressed as 
planned. 
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.Trial 
Janey Padgett (left) wipes away tears while testifying in the trial 
of Larry Mahoney yesterday. Dr. Mary Fallat (right), a pediatric 
!surgeon who treated six of the burn victims, indicates the loca-

scenes 
tion of burns suffered by David Walliser, a victim of the bus 
crash that claimed the lives of 24 children and three adults in 
1988. (Pool photos by Todd Buchanan.) 
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Fat *1y members of 
victim's show concern 
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By MARK CAMPBELL7" 
Kentucky News Editor it ) 

After being noticeably abknt 
during the first two weeks of jury 
selection in the murder and 
drunken driving trial of Larry. 
Wayne Mahoney, surviving victims 
and family members from Radcliff 
packed the Carroll County Circuit 
Courtroom as testimony began in 
that case yesterday. 

Mahoney, 36, is charged with 27 
counts of murder, 12 counts of first-
degree assault, 42 counts of first-
degree wanton endangerment and 
one count of driving under the in-
fluence -in connection with a head-
on collision that killed 24 children 
and three adults on Interstate 71 
near Carrollton on May 14, 1988. 

boat Dallas was when (President 
John F.) Kennedy was assas-
sinated," said Bill Nichols, who 
lost his son William Joseph Jr., 17, 
in the crash. 

But while family members of the 
victims are sympathetic to the 
people of Carrollton and Carroll 
County, they are also concerned 
whether the community is sym-
pathetic to Mahoney and whether a 
jury will deal out the degree of 
punishment they feel the case war-
rants. 

"We're putting our faith in the 
jury that has been selected. There 
will be no justice that comes out of 
this," said the Rev. W. Don Ten-
nison, pastor of the First Assembly 
of God in Radcliff. "I will not try to 

"Mr. Mahoney has his friends 
and his relatives and I'm here today 
to represent my wife and my two 
children and other people who were 
taken away from us. on that bus, " 
said Williams. "I think that we have 
to show up in court for our cause 
and our defense and I'm here to do 
that." 

"Seeing Mr. Mahoney in person, 
I think it's going to be a stressful 
event for all of us," said William 
Nichols, whose only child, 17-year-
old William Jr., died aboard the 
bus. "Mr. Mahoney has his whole 
family" at the courthouse, Nichols 
added. "My wife and I are 
representing my son." 

> Victims who survived the crash 
gnd family members of people who 
perished in the fiery aftermath of 
the collision had stayed away from 
the criminal proceedings until 
yesterday at the request of Special 
prosecutor Paul Richwalsky Jr, an 
assistant to state Attorney General 
Fred Cowan. 

However-, • with opening 
statements and testimony beginning 
yesterday, the people from Radcliff 
turned out in force to see the man 
accused of being drunk when he 
crashed into a First Assembly of 
God church bus that their loved 
ones were returning to Radcliff on 
from an annual outing to King's Is-
land Amusement Park near Cincin-
nati. 

describe fully what that will - be. 
We're just going to have to trust 
God and trust this jury to do Jus-
tice." 

"I would prefer that it be held 
6scwherc but I'm going to put m; 
faith in the people of this county," 
said Army Ist Sgt. Lee Williams, 
who lost three family members in 
the crash. "You can't judge i, 

county by one man. I haven't and I 
won't. I certainly think the town's 
been more than outgoing. They've. 
offered a lot to us and I'm not un-
happy with the town, it's a nice 
area. I'm going to put my faith and 
trust in the jurors that the judge has 

See: FAMILY 
Page 3, Column 1 

While some family members 
want to see justice served in 
whatever respect, some of the 
people who lost children and 
spouses or saw their children per-
manently disfigured in the crash 
think the only way justice can be 
served is for Mahoney to spend the 
rest of his life in prison. 

According to Mickie Muller, 
whose daughter Katrina survived 
with disfiguring bums, Mahoney 
should be forgiven, but he should 
also be punished. "We're living in a 
good country here and surely the 
deaths of 27 people cannot go un-
punished," she said. 

According to Rick Uhey, who 
lost one daughter Crystle, 11, in the 
crash while another survived the 
ordeal, residents of Carrollton have 
treated the victims well. He said 
residents of both communities have 
experienced the hardships of deal-
ing with the tragedy and the atten-
tion it has gained. 
"We are very pleased with the 

hospitality of the town and what 
they're doing for us," said Uhey. 
"They've gone through a lot and 
we understand the town itself is not 
responsible for what took place. 
Unfortunately, this is where it is 
being held. Under all the cir-
cumstances we feel they have done 
a great job for us." 

"I feel, Carrollton is in the same 

C.)ntinued from Page 1 
allowed to sit on this case. I have 
to." 
The family members from 

Radcliff said their presence at the 
trial shows that they care and are 
concerned. However, they also said 
in putting their trust in Carroll 
County jury, they know, the Jurors 
will make right decision'after hear-
ing all the evidence. ' 
At the same time, many of the 

Radcliff family members noted that 
one way to let the jury know how 
important the case is for the vic-
tims' family members is for them to 
show up in court. 

"Well, 27 lives were lost and 40 
were changed irrevocably," added 
Muller, when asked what that 
punishment should be. "I don't 
think he should be smacked on the 
hand and sent home." 

,I 
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Asked if anything less than a life 
sentence would satisfy the victims. 
Williams said, "No it won't. I think 
what Mr. Mahoney needs is life in 
prison forever. He's taken away 27 
precious people. He's taken away 
my wife and two daughters. I have 
no brothers and no parents. I have 
no living relatives. I think he gave. 
up his fight to freedom and I really 
don't understand why we're having 
the trial. It's obvious he drove the 
vehicle, it's obvious he hit the'bus 
and there's 27 cemetery plots out 
there with 27 people in them. To 
me it's a waste of time. The man is 
guilty in my opinion and I think life 
in prison is the minimum of what 
he should get." 
"The people in graves, they don't 

have a right to get out," added 
Muller. 

During jury selection last week, 
several of the prospective jurors 
said they could not convict 
Mahoney of murder and others said 
they possibly could but they would 
find it difficult. 

However, family members of 
victims to the crash think there 
should be no doubt on the validity 
of the charges and that Mahoney's 
vehicle was no different than a 
weapon. 

"I certainly do," Williams 'said, 
when asked if he thought Mahoney 
t should be ;facing murder charges. 
"There's' no question about it. 
What's the difference whether you 
murder somebody with an AK-47 
(assault rifle), a bomb or a steering 
wheel. I certainly do believe that." 

Another family member said the 
fact that Mahoney is being tried 
before a jury is more consideration 
than the defendant gave their loved 
ones on the night of May 14, 1988. 

"There's a jury here for him and 
a' judge and a victim," said Wil-
liams. "Where is our victims' jury. 
They were tried and convicted out 
there on that interstate on May 14 
in the late hours of. the night. That 
was their trial and that was their 
jury and they were found murdered 
by a drunk driver." 
One aspect of the crash that all 

victims from Radcliff agree on is 
that the crash that killed their 
family members was no accident, 
but, instead, a tragedy. 

"This wasn't an accident and I 
think the media can play a big part 
if they'll quit calling it a bus acci-
dent," Muller, told members of the 
media at a 12:30 p.m. news con-
ference. "An accident is when you 
inadvertently fall asleep at the 
wheel or your tire bursts and you 
run into someone. This was not an 
accident. This was a man who 
chose to drink, who chose to get in 
a car. You can do a lot to further 
our cause if"you please quit calling 
it a bus accident." 

The parents of victims in the 
crash also said any efforts by the 
defense to bring bus design and 
safety into the case should, be 
looked at as a smoke screen to 
cloud the real picture of what hap-
pened that night. The defense has 
said the vehicle's fuel tank was 
vulnerable to impacts and other 
features of the bus led to the 
severity of the injuries and high 
death toll. 

"That bus was bought by Meade 
County in March 1977 and that bus 
had hauled thousands of students 
from school to concerts, to sports 
events," said Williams. "The 
church has used it to haul hundreds 
of people back and forth and that 
church bus would still be sitting in 
the parking lot in Radcliff, Ky., 
now if it had not been for a drunk 
driver. 

"The gas tank has nothing to do 
with it and bus safety has nothing 
to do with this issue.. Bus safety is 
an important factor but not in this 
trial," Williams added. "We should 
be talking about the No. 1 issue — 
murder and drunk driving. We 
should be talking about it and not 
bus safety ... bus safety is not the 
issue here folks, murder is the issue 
and drunk driving — we need to 
concentrate on that and that's what 
we're here for. 

"That bus was in good working 
mechanical condition. We have the, 
records to show it and we will be 
glad to show those records, but that 
is not the issue here and I think that 

his lawyers are trying to do all they 
can" to make it an issue, Williams 
continued. "That is really their only 
big stand — to prove (it was) bus 
safety and that's not the issue and I 
believe when the jurors hear the 
testimony, when they hear everyth-
ing they will make that decision." 
One parent said although 18 

months have passed since the 
tragedy, the scars are still there and 
the reminders are still present every 
time he goes by a McDonald's, a 
school yard or another place where 
the youths use to hang out and en-
joy themselves. 

You have to deal with it," Wil-
liams, who was. the chief non-
commissioned -officer of a medical 
company at Ireland Army Hospital 
at Ft. Knox. "I want to go on and 
I'm going to put my life back 
together as much as I can and the 
reason I do that is because Joy, 
Kristen and Robin would want me 
to do that. I can't give up and that's 
one of the reasons I'm down here. I 
have to see, and I have to see jus-
tice done, and we all have to make 
a stand for those people. Who else 
is going to do it? If the victims' 
families do not come down here, 
who is going to represent them be-
sides the attorneys down here?" 

According to Tennison, another— 
thing that makes forgetting the 
tragedy difficult and reopens the 
wounds is to continue seeing all the 
lives continually destroyed . by 
drunken driving. He noted that 
every year 25,000 people killed by 
drinking and driving themselves or 
from hitting other people, yet many 
perpetrators are "patted on back." 

Tennison said he read a local 
newspaper recently and a man 
charged with deer poaching got a 
stiffer penalty than a man charged 
with driving under the influence 
and traveling at an excessive speed. 
"These things are just obnoxious to 
people who have gone through 
what these people have gone 
through," he said. "It is time that 
America wakes up." 

While many of the victims have 
campaigned against drunken driv-
ing since the crash and plan to con-
tinue that work, others lust want to 
get back to their lives. 

Getting back. to a "normal" life 
may be impossible, but many of the 
victims are going to try to do just 
that once the trial is. put behind 
them. 

"Hopefully, we're going to see 
justice done and after that I just 
want to do as much as I can to put 
my life back in to normal, but life 
never goes back to normal," Wil-
liams said. "For those of us in this 
room who have ever lost a loved 
one, you know what I mean. When 
I go back home, I can show you the 
house that I used to live in. How do 
you put your life back to normal 
when you have two -wonderful 
children and a wonderful wife and 
they're not there anymore. They 
didn't die of a disease and they 
didn't die of an accident. They 
were killed on that highway. How 
do you put your life back together? 
If somebody in this room has the 
answer, see me after this news con-
ference, because I'd love to hear 
the story." 



TIDE ,,c F EMOTION AT US-CRASH T' 9AL 

POOL PHOTOS BY ED REINKE 

,Larry Mahoney, flanked by attorneys Russell Baldani, left, and William Summers, sobbed during yesterday's testimony. 
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Roy Weeks and his 
wife, Vicki, testified 
about what 
happened when a 
pickup passed them 
in the wrong lane on 
1-71 and the sky lit 
up with fire 
moments later. 
Weeks turned 'the 
car eround;':and - 
when they 
approached the 
accident:scehd, !'We* .. 
saw a teFtible'.fire. It 
was riveting." . 

estimony unless 
throng' go ut 
By BILL WERONKA 
Staff Writer 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — Larry . Mahoney's stoic 
public image fell apart with sobs yesterday in Car-
roll Circuit Court as witnesses gave the first graphic 
descriptions of the fiery bus crash Mahoney is ac-
cused of causing. 

Relatives of some of the 27 crash victims were 
the first to begin crying and comforting each other 
as Roy and Vicki Weeks, 
passers-by on Interstate 
71 the • night .. of the 
crash; described , the 
flaming bus and the des-

 I— calls for help 
from inside the inferno. 
Then Mahoney's 

mother;. - 1VIary, gave in 
to'tears, followed by. his 
sister and cousin. As ju-
rors began wiping at 

es te ire 

much sympathy for him. 
"I took a look at him and said, 'At least he's 

crying today: ... We've been crying for 18 
months," said Steve Brewer, whose 12-year-old 
daughter; Sandy, died in the crash. 
Mahoney's lead attorney, William Summers, said 

of his client's emotion: "It was bound to happen 
sooner or later. 
Mahoney's brother-in-law, Jim Daugherty, still 

red-eyed from the experience himself, said he also 
had known the breaking 

"l,took a look at him and 
said,. 'At least he's cryong 
today.' .... We've been 
crying for 18 months." 

Steve Brewer, father of a child who died 

their eyes, Mahoney,   
who has publicly remained impassive throughout 
the 18 months since the May 14, 1988, crash, col-
lapsed into sobs. 
As the Weekses' testimony concluded and court 

was adjourned for Thanksgiving, Mahoney's tear-
streaked face was hidden in his hands and he 
shook with heavy sobs. He was helped from the 
courtroom by a security officer, still crying and 
.covering his face.. 

The victims- family- members, still shaken from 
reliving the experience themselves, did not have 

point would come for 
Mahoney: "You can only 
put so much air in a bal-
loon before it bursts." 
Mahoney, 36, is 

charged with 27 counts 
of murder, 12 counts of 
,assault, 42 counts of 
wanton endangerment 
and one count of driving 
under the influence in 
connection with the 

crash. He is accused of driving drunk on the wrong 
side of 1-71 near Carrollton and running his pickup 
head-on into a Radcliff First Assembly of God 
church bus with 67 people aboard. Twenty-four 
children and three adults died, and 12 were in-
jured. 
Ten people testified yesterday about encounter-

ing a driver heading the wrong way on I-71 the 

See TEARS 
Back page, col. 1, this section 
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Tears flow freely at bus trial 
Continued from Page One 

night of the crash. .The Weekses 
were the last, and the most affect-
ing. 
Roy Weeks of Pleasureville said 

he and his wife had left the movies 
in Carrollton and had been south-
bound on I-71 for only a few min-
utes when they encountered a pick-
up heading toward them in the left 
lane. Roy Weeks said he moved 
over to avoid the truck, which was 
not going fast, weaving or taking 
any evasive action. 
About a half mile after the truck 

passed, he said he noticed flames in 
his mirror. He and his wife dis-
cussed whether they had passed a 
fire. "Then I told my wife, it (the 
truck) must have hit somebody." 
He said the flames disappeared 

,and all he could see was a glow in 
'the sky. Vicki Weeks, said it remind-
ed her of a campfire. 
The couple continued on for about 

l,lf2 miles, then turned around in the 
median and headed back north on I-
71 "so we could go back and help if 
there was an accident," he said. 
As he approached the scene "we 

saw a terrible fire," he said. "It was 
riveting." 
'He thought it was a truck before 

realizing it was a bus, and was so 

captivated by the scene that he al-
most ran into a Cadillac, also in-
volved in the crash, that had' 
crossed the median and blocked 
both northbound lanes. 
"The whole front third (of the 

bus) was engulfed in flames," 
Weeks said. 
After calming his wife, Weeks 

said he went over to the scene. 
"The fire was spreading slowly 

... toward the back of the bus," he 
said. 
Roy Weeks said some children 

were already outside the bus, and 
he did not- try to help "because I 
couldn't tell if anyone still needed 
it." He then noticed the pickup and 
recognized it as the one that passed 
him on the highway. Mahoney was 
still trapped inside. 
Roy Weeks said that, while the 

bus' rear-exit door was closed when 
he first walked toward it, he heard 
screams for help a few minutes lat-
er. 
"That was the first time I realized 

there were people still inside." 
Some man, Weeks said, began 

yelling for the people inside to push 
the door open. 
"A girl put her hand out and the 

man jerked her to the pavement," 
Roy Weeks said. "Then I didn't hear 
any more from inside the bus." 

One young girl was excited, cry-
ing for her father, but the other chil-
dren scattered across the grassy me-
dian were quiet and unresponsive as 
people tried to comfort them, Roy 
Weeks said. 
By the end of the couple's testi-

mony, emotion had flooded the 
courtroom. As the Radcliff families 
left, they hugged each other and 
borrowed tissue to wipe away the 
ever-increasing tears. 
"You're sitting there, trying to be 

quiet, but there was no way once it 
was over;" said Janey Fair, who lost 
her 14-year-old daughter, Shannon, 
in the crash. 

"It was like driving a knife in and 
starting it all over," said the Rev. 
Don Tennison, pastor of the First 
Assembly of God church in Radcliff. 

"It was like starting it all over," 
Brewer said, "because a lot of us 
lost kids and one of the ones they 
were talking about might have been 
ours." 
Tennison said Assistant Attorney 

General Paul Richwalsky Jr., the 
special prosecutor in the case, had 
warned them about what would be 
coming in a briefing Monday. 
"He said it would be very graph-

ic," Tennison said. "But when peo-
ple put words to the pictures, it be-
comes real." 
"A warning was not enough," 

Brewer added. "It really became 
real because there is still a lot that 
nobody knows about." 

Richwalsky said it was diffic.-,. 
prepare the families for what N4 
would encounter in the courtroom, 
but he tried to give them as much 
information as he could. 
Summers said even the lawyers 

were affected. 
"You can't overlook it," he said. 

"We both feel for everyone. I don't 
know, but I certainly can appreciate 
how he (Richwalsky) feels. He knew 
this minute, this afternoon had to 
come and it's certainly not over." 
During morning testimony, Rich-

walsky continued chronicling Ma-
honey's drinking the day of the 
crash. Taylor. Fox, a neighbor and 
friend of Mahoney, Said he met him 
about 8:30 p.m. with some friends. 
While he vacillated about saying 
Mahoney was drunk, he said his 
friend only drank one beer in his 
presence. 

But the defense drew out of him 
and another man present that Ma-
honey might have also had some 
vodka just before leaving, about an 
hour before the accident. 
Fox said he took Mahoney's keys 

at one point after promising to drive 
him to Burlington to see a former 
girlfriend. _But he did not take him, 
Fox said, and returned his keys 
after Mahoney promised to go to his 
house, about a quarter-mile away. 

But, Fox said, Mahoney drove 
past the turnoff to his house and dis-
appeared into the darkness. 
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ulrtace i-n students' 

.One student, ' througl - a 

By Lesia Paine 
Press Entertainment Writer 

Linda Probus never imagined the tragic report 
that interrupted her routine viewing- of Saturday 
Night Live would be her. first assignment as a post-
traumatic stress therapist. 

Ms. Probus had graduated with a mister's degree 
in expressive therapies from the University of 
Louisville in Kentucky - May 18, 1983--the same 
night of a tragic bus crash in Carrolton, Ky.. 
That evening, a church bus carrying 67 teen-

agers and adults was returning from an amusement 
park outing at King's Island, when the bus was hit 
head-on by a drunken driver travelin; the. wrong 
way on an interstate highway. 

The bus burst into flames, killing 27 passengers 
on the bus, most of them teen-agers. 
The wreck was reported as being the worst 

drunken-driving accident-in the history of the Un-
ited States. 
As part of the healing process for tle surviving 

teen-agers and the families of those involved in the 
crash, Ms. Probus was hired by Kentucky's Hardin 
County School System to provide thera-)y as a loss 
and grief counselor to high school and rrddle school 
students;-

.: Staff Photo by Alan Broyles. 

tinting, recalls a, burning school bus and cries for help 

"!It was. definitely the toughest assignment I've 
ever had as a therapist," Ms. Probus said. 
`im the time, I didn't know just exactly what I 

was up against—there were so many feelings there 
that needed sorting out by'these students." 
During the two school years Ms. Probus worked 

with the students, she helped them deal with their 
fear, anger, and frustration over the tragic loss: of 

friends and siblings. . . 
One way of doing this involved asking the stu-

dents to express their feelings through. artwork: 
An exhibit'of these works, entitled "Almost Too 

Tender To Bear: Art Products from the Carrollton, 
Ky., Bus Crash" is currently on display in Milligan 
College's Paxson Communication Censer through 
Feb. 28. . 

"By asking students to draw their feelings out on 
paper, you accomplish emotional freedom and client 
protection simultaneously," Ms. Probus said. 

"People experience loss and grief _n different 
ways and to different degrees, and.art therapy often 
helps them express themselves in wayz they ordi-
narily can't by taking away the fears and expecta-
tions of verbal communication." 



Art therapy allows the client to decide what to 
share or not to share, eliminating the possibility of 
being asked to deal with thoughts or -feelings the 
client may find too emotionally painful to face. 
For example, when her clients were assigned to 

draw any event they could remember between the 
evening of. the crash 'and the next morning, one 
student drew a picture of the group at King's Is-
land. 
"That was as far as he could get in remembering 

anything about the crash, because he subconscious-
ly chose to block out- the events that occurred dur-
ing and after the crash,"• Ms. Probus said. 
In another drawing, a child wrote May '89 in 

huge letters and surrounded the date with bright, 
orange flames, as a vision of what the first anniver-
sary after the crash would be like. 

Please see BUS, Page 3 

bus,  
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The child's sister had sustained 
serious burns in the crash, and. 
the drawing focused on the child's 
fear that the sibling would con-
tinue to receive more attention 
from the -parents. . • 
In another 'anniversary draw-

in g, .a survivor of the crash drew 
a picture of students as stick fi-
gures in black, and Ms. Probus in 
yellow, representing the light she 
had brought into a dark"-time of 
their lives. 

In one, drawing, a child por-
trays the bus bursting into flames 
and the victims ascending as 
angels into a star-filled sky. 
Another work illustrates the 

children fighting to get out of the 
bus. A rainbow is used to repre-
sent children piled on top of each 
other. The survivor who drew this 
picture represented himself in 
blue as being at the top of the 
.pile. 

One victim chose to distance 
himself from the crash by draw-
ing an aerial view of the bus and 
ambulances. 
"This showed that it was neces-

sary for him to remove himself 
completely, from the scene of the 
accident in order to deal with- his 
feelings," Ms. Probus said. 
Anger was a dominant theme 

in many of the students' illustra-
tions, one work showing the 
drunken driver being beaten up 
by the artist' and his * friends, 
being sent to prison, and even-
tually dying there., 

Letters to the drunken driver 

were also tilled - with the anger 
the children felt. over, their. losses. 
Ms. Probus' first job as a ther-

apist proved to be very challeng-
ing— professionally and person-
ally. 

"I found myself hurting and 
crying for those children, and 
there were times I became so 
caught up in their needs, that I 
let my own life go." 
-.By the end of her assignment, 
Ms. Probus had helped the survi-
vors and the families of those in-
volved in the crash to better' 
understand and deal with their 
feelings. 

. "What those children needed 
most was as much love and phy-
sical, emotional and spiritual sup-
port as they could get," Ms. Prob-
us said. I 
"Even though it was the most 

difficult assignment I've ever had, 
I •also view it as -the opportunity . 
of a'lifetime to have been able to 
offer my help to those who needed 
me." ' 
Ms. Probus was also grateful 

that the school system recognized 
the need for her presence. 

"It was unbelievable the way in 
which I was openly welcomed 
with trust into the community 
and was made to feel like I• was 
really making a positive differ-
ence in their lives. 

"Hopefully, I did." 
Ms. Probus currently works as 

an expressive therapist in John-
son City at the Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center Hospital, Moun. 
tain Home. 
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D-awings and letters Linda Probus, expressive therapist at the 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center; Mountain Home, collected while 
working with young"victims of a bus crash are being displayed 
at Milligan College's Paxson Communication Center.through Feb. 
2?. Clockwisefrom top, the exhibit titled "Almost Too Tender.To 
BEai: Art Products from.the Carrollton, ky., Bus Crash" include 
drawings of the crash victims ascending from the burning bus to 
heaven as angels; the flame and smoke-filled interior of the bus; 
.one youth's cartoon"portraying what he believes should be 
MAhoney's fate; and a letter to Mahoney from a victim's *sister. 
.(Staff Photos byAlan Broyles) 
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es to-families of bus-wreck, vic 

P•''.CARROLI.'ION, Ky.-',—'. It was the same 
gitie3?croice'tGat; had been described many` 

;';dines .butfnot heard 'until yesterday, arid:;. 
-Larry Mahoney-raised it only slightly and 
_occasionally, when frustrated • by• a question:' 

Y, Slo*ly'and solemnly the man accused o'f 
'`'driving , drunk ' and murdering 27 people ' 
from the Radcliff area in a fiery bus ch., 
18'tiioaths :ago, testified about' rasut' the' day•:he 
.twill 'never forget and the- tragic night -•he- : 
cannot re m'ember. 
Mahoney ended his hour on the witness 

:stand in Carroll Circuit Court with an apol-. 
ogy to the victims' families. 
, Many of those relatives, along with mem-
bers'of Mahoney's,family, cried in the quiet 
courtroom as he spoke the words that most 
tiave ".waited to hear since May 1988. Ma- , 
honey said he had been waiting, too. 

"I've been waiting a long time to-do this," 
,• - want to sa something st a t sa id. I u Mahone Y Y 

families o the f to every-one, especially the f a 
people involved in the accident. I know 
you've been waiting for me , to say some-

See FAMILIES 
Back page, col. 1, this section 
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Larry Mahoney sat in front of the bus seating chart yesterday as he' testified during his murder trial in Carrollton.: C ', 
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apology at trial 
Continued from Page One 

thing, to tell you I'm sorry, and 
that's what I do want' to. do. But I 
was told not to say anything. 

"But I want you to know I really 
am sorry. I mean this. I don't know 
if there is anything else I can say or 
something else I can do any differ-
ently. Maybe that I would probably 
feel the same way about me that 
you do. I understand that. 
."That's all I know to say. I don't 

know anything else to do. For every-
body; I just want to tell everybody 
I'm sorry." 
The sobs of Mahoney's mother, 

Mary, and a young niece broke the 
quiet as Mahoney finished. 
.Victims' relatives cried quietly 

and began comforting each other. 
They would not comment on their 
feelings. 
-Mahoney's brother-in-law, Jim 

9augherty, said the apology lifted 
part of the burden Mahoney carries, 
but he added, "He is far from hav-
ing the burden lifted, and won't until 
he enters Jehovah's gates." 
°.;As Mahoney took the stand, lead 

defense attorney William Summers 
introduced him: "At this time,-on his 
.own behalf, Larry Mahoney takes 
the stand." 
`People in the courtroom leaned 
forward, trying to pick up every 
word as Mahoney described his two 
marriages and ' his crippled daugh-
&j,. Shaun, whose medical bills 
drove, him to,bankruptcy., The finan-

:,• :•..• I,troubleXcomPltcated his.attempt 
a•recoacllewlth hls •first wife,'Ja-

-He did 'not offer much new infor-
mation during his testimony. He told 
of drinking seven or eight beers dur-
ing the day leading up to his .stop-
ping at Jay Gibson's house about 9 
p.m., after not having drunk any-
thing for more than two months. 
He told how his friend, Taylor 

Fox, told him he would drive him to 
Burlington, Ky., and took his truck 
keys. 
- "This is the God's honest trpth," 
Mahoney said with emotion,. raising 
.his voice in response to a question 
by special prosecutor Paul Rich-
walsky Jr. "He (Fox) told me he 
would take me if I hung around." 
°After that, Mahoney told how he 

asked for beer and was told there 
was none. Then a man he had just 
met, Kelly Osborne, offered him "a 
mixed drink" and poured a clear 
liquid from a jug into a glass. The 
defense maintains the liquid was 
Vodka. 

"I took a big swallow and it 

choked me; -took my breath," Ma-
honey said. "I. heard some . people 
giggling, laughing. Then I asked for 
a Pepsi." 
He got something, which defense 

attorneys maintain was Diet Pepsi 
mixed with vodka. Earlier witnesses 
testified that Mahoney was given 
two glasses of a dark liquid similar 
to Pepsi, and said that Osborne al-
ways drank vodka mixed with Diet 
Pepsi. 
Whatever it was, Mahoney said he 

thought it was Pepsi. 
A clinical pharmacologist, Eljorn 

Don Nelson, testified later that Ma-
honey would have suffered "taste 
fatigue" after the first gulp of vodka 
and would not have been able to 
taste the vodka in the Diet Pepsi. 

Nelson testified that what hap-
pened to Mahoney constituted invol-
untary intoxication since Mahoney 
was under the misconception he 
would not be driving in addition to 
not knowing what he was drinking 
or how much. 

That. is a key element of the de-
fense's efforts .to refute the charges 
of wanton murder against Mahoney. 
The statute states that "voluntary in-
toxication" constitutes wanton disre-
gard for human life. That, in turn, 
supports the murder charge; the 
prosecution does not have to prove 
intent. 
Over and over again, Mahoney 

said he did not go out that day with 
the "intention" of getting drunk, but 
he admitted to Richwalsky that he 
voluntarily drank and drove during 
the day. 

"I just done it, but I had no inten-
tion of getting drunk, if that's what 
'you're trying to say," Mahoney. said. 

Richwalsky pointed out that he 
-:has never said Mahoney intentional-
, lydld:anytbing, and that was not the 
issue 'in the murder charges 
Nelson also supported earlier ex-

pert testimony by a prosecution wit-
ness that* Mahoney's blood-alcohol 
level at the time of the crash was 
.0.21 percent, more than twice Ken-
tucky's legal limit for drivers. 
He also agreed with the expert 

that Mahoney's level could have 
been 0.01 or 0.02 percent when he 
arrived at Gibson's home. He said 
Mahoney obviously must have 
drunk something between then and 
the 10:55 p.m. crash. 
Mahoney testified that he did not 

remember leaving Gibson's and re-
members nothing else until waking 
up in Humana Hospital-University of 
Louisville the next day. 

"I've never been at that point," 
Mahoney said. "That's why I don't 
understand. I've never been like 
that." 
Mahoney said he hardly ever 

drank liquor — beer was his drink. 
"You do it sometimes because 

somebody says you're not man 

enough to take a . drink," Mahoney 
said of drinking liquor. "You just do 
it to show you can take a drink. But '• 
I hate the stuff." 

Nelson said alcohol blackouts are 
not uncommon. 
"A person may be awake and op-

erating a motor vehicle and still be 
unable to remember what he did 
while intoxicated," Nelson said. 
Mahoney, 36, is charged with 

driving drunk the wrong way on In-
terstate 71 and crashing head-on 
into a church bus owned by Radcliff 
First Assembly of God on May 14, 
1988. Three adults and 24 children 
died, and 12 children were seriously 
injured when the bus burned. 

Earlier yesterday, . Richwalsky 
completed his cross-examination of 
the defense's expert in accident re-
construction, Wilbur Meredith, who 
had offered a different version of 
the accident. 

Meredith shocked the Radcliff 
families and Richwalsky by saying 
the bus driver, John Pearman, who 
died in the accident, was also partly 
responsible for the crash because he 
had not veered away soon enough. 
Meredith said Pearman theoretical-
ly could have avoided any major 
damage. 
Family members looked as if they 

had been slapped. Judy Uhey, 
whose daughter, Pam, died in the 
crash, closed her eyes and pounded 
on her arms in obvious dismay. 
Richwalsky just sat down, telling 

Meredith in disbelief: "I just can't 
believe that." 

After court was recessed until 
Monday, Summers said he felt Ma-
honey's testimony went well, adding 
Mahoney's final statement was not 
an attempt for sympathy. 

Richwalsky said . he had some 
problems with Mahoney's' memory 
gaps, such as forgetting that he 
bought a six-pack of beer earlier in 
the evening, as friends said. He also 
said Mahoney was more argumenta-
tive than he expected. 

Richwalsky acknowledged that 
Mahoney had family problems, "But 
when you compare them to the fact 
that you no. longer have a son, or a 
daughter or to the survivors who 
will wear the badge of his mistake 
the rest of their life, it pales in sig-
nificance. 

"I'm sure many of the families 
appreciate his apology, but it is not 
an atonement. It's a question of 
whether it was crime and whether 
he should pay for it." 
Summers said he has subpoeaned 

Ford Motor Co., the manufacturer 
of the bus, to produce all communi-
cation it has had with the state since 
the accident. He said a decision will 
be made by Monday on whether to 
use it. "If not, we will rest," he said. 
Richwalsky will then begin rebut-

tal. 
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saw our youth lea der" raise: his 
hands and . say, .'Lord, I'm .coming 
home. 7-
The youth leader, ' Chuck Kytta, . 

died in. the fire that consumed the 
bus after the crash. 

Darnell then collapsed - in sobs, 
forcing Carroll Circuit Judge 
Charles Satterwhite to call a brief 
recess so she could regain her com-
posure. The recess also provided re-
lief for the Radcliff families packed 
into the small courtroom, who react-
ed strongly 'as well. - 
Mahoney, 36, was able to main-

tain ,his composure while- Darnell -
and the other youths testified. 

But earlier 'in the day, a recess 
had to be called when Mahoney be-
gan rocking back and forth and sob-
bing loudly as Carroll • County Coro-

.-ner James Dunn told of entering the 
smoldering bus and seeing the 
'charred 'bodies of children piled on 
top of each. other in the. aisle. 
' Dunn's graphic testimony also af-

• Jected . the Radcliff -families, who 
'.`cried and held each other tightly. 
,during his descriptions of' bodies 
burned beyond recognition lying on 

"top of seats and in the aisle, looking , -
`•as if they were stilTt •tying to escape.' -

"I couldn't believe what I was see-
ing," . Dunn said. "I • got out and 
closed the door. I , thought it was a 
" • 'nightmare." 

Before Dunn's descriptions, Ken-
tucky. State Police Sgt.. Jim Sharon 
:testified that his quick glance into • , 
,the bus after the ' fire was worse 
'than anything he had seen in Viet-
nam. "It' tore me up," he said. 
Mahoney is accused, of. causing 

•.the tragedy by .driving drunk:on the 
wrong side of I-71 and hitting the 
bus head-on. He is charged with 27 
counts of murder, 12 -counts of as-
sault, 42 counts of wantoa endanger 
ment and one count of driving while 
intoxicated. . 
Almost hidden in the emotion was 

some contentiousness. The defense 
plans to contend that the bus was 
unsafe and crowded, and that as 

such it:, is ;to;blame • fore the ̀'deaths. 
Yesterday' provided a glimpse of: 
that point of view,_when the•defense 
urged the youths to tell 'of .coolers 
and sleeping- children blocking the 
bus's center aisle during the trip. 
And 'defense attorneys pressed 

several teen-agers on "' inconsisten-
cies-with- previous statements.' 
For exampie,. Jamie -Hardesty, 17, 

told an investigator with the Nation-
al Transportation Safety Board that 
he saw the seats and plastic. on .the 
floor burning. Yesterday. he ac-
knowledged making the statement 
but said he.had not seen that. 
William Summers, Mahoney's 

lead attorney, was- particularly. an-
.noyed. 

..,It seems, then, anything:. that 
takes the blame away from - Larry 
Mahoney and puts the blame on bus 
safety is just not there -any-longer,": 
Summers said. "There are some civ-
il suits pending. I don't"-know if it 
was -prompted by anyone.' in the 
church, but everything: seems to 
have- been forgotten unless it. con- 
cerns Larry Mahoney"=' -. -
- (The , church, which owned the 

bus, is a defendant in at least one. 
civil suit.) 
Many"of the 'children who testi-

fied yesterday told how they were 
jarred from sleep by the collision, 
then were caught up in the scream-
ing panic that ensued after the bus 
caught fire. .  ' ' . 
Conrad Garcia, 15, told "how he 

fought'to open the. rear emergency 
door, finally succeeding and escap-
ing unhurt. Others told of being 
trapped in a massive pileup in the 
narrow doorway as the smoke and 
-fire moved toward them. 

"I .was pulled up, then . pushed 
back," said Darnell, who was sitting 
near the back. "I hit something and 
broke my clavicle (collarbone), 
then 1 was pushed into the emergen-
cy-door handle and it broke some 
more." 

Darnell said someone finally 
pulled her out. 

Hardesty said: "I climbed over 
seats, and then I climbed over all 

those. people :(at ttie door). Then• I 
,."fell OUL. He, said he helped pull peo-
Ole out ,:and•thea"began circling -the 
bus,"breaking Qut: windows.' 
•7esibiirrance, 17, said that as ev-

eryode*-was -screaming an shoving 
toward "-tlie - exit ." It' ' looked like 
someone-Jwas standing in -front of 
the bus with a.:flame thrower. The 

flames just kept ,:coming back at us." 
Wayne'Cox; 15,' said he-was swept. 

Into the aisle by the rush of people, 
then pushed to the floor. 
"I was flat on the floor with some-

one underneath me," Cox said. 
"Then suddenly they were pulled 
out, and then I was. pulled . out. I re-
member taking a breath and feeling 
like F was smothering. I remember 
thinking: I should, take one big 
breath and hold it." 

After vaulting. over seats toward 
the rear door, ,Jennifer Scoville, 16, 
was overcome by smoke and passed 
out. 

."I said, 'Please, Lord; don't let me-
die,"" Scoville said, fighting tears. 
"Then an arm reached in and 
grabbed .me. Then, next. thing I 
knew, I was being dragged across 
the median." 

Scoville's hands, face and lungs 
were burned. 

Michael Jefferson,. 15, said: "I 
could feel the skin on the back of 
my ears peeling as I ran to the back 
of the' bus. It was hot and dark and,I 
couldn't get my breath. I pushed 
through the people, and then next 
thing I knew I was hanging on the 
back of the bus. Then I was running 
and I turned around. and the whole 
bus was -on fire." 
Defense attorneys asked only •a 

few, if any, questions. of a number of 
-the youngsters. 
"We decided going in that when-

ever possible not to push the chil-
dren," Summers -said: "We wanted 

'as . much as we could get, but we 
wanted to be as easy as possible." 

Richwalsky said the children held 
up- as well as could-,be expected. 
- "Tears came from a couple I 
didn't expect," he said, "and others 
I expected emotion from did not" 
cry on the stand." 
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Brown while gazing at a spot about a 
hundred feet north of the wreckage. 
"We didn't know anybody was still 
on there. It took us about 15 minutes 
to bring the fire under control and it 
was then that we found the bodies. 

"I've been on the fire department 
up there 19 years and it's one of the 
worst we're ever' had — the worst," 
added Brown. "We've had fires 
before and we've had wrecks, but 
never anything like this." 
According to Carroll County 

Coroner Jim Dunn, investigators fir-
st thought that approximately" 18-20 
victims perished in the fire; 
however, that number grew to 27 af-
ter state medical examiners began 
recovering the bodies one-by-one 
yesterday morning. 
"They're laying on top of each 

other where they tried to get out," 
said Dunn who noted that the 
majority of the 27 bodies were found 
in two areas. "They're on the floor 
and they're in the seats. They're on 
top of each other where they tried to 
get out the back of the bus." 
According to Dunn, it appears that 

"most of the victims died from 
smoke inhalation." He noted that the 
bus, a 1977 Ford, had foam-rubber 
seat cushions -and a rubber floor 
covering and while tests are in-
conclusive at this time, it is possible 
that either could have given off a 
toxic gas that could have been fatal 
in a matter of seconds. 
The pickup truck, which. was 

smashed into a chunk of mangled 
metal, hit the bus on the right side of 
the front bumper and drove the bus' 
front•axle and wheels back under the 
first row of seats. The collision 
resulted 'in heavy damage to the 
area around the front door of the bus 
— the same area where the vehicle's 
,fuel tank was located and one of two 
exits on the vehicle. • . 
Repres:::.tatives from the 

National Transportation Safety 
Council arrived in Carrollton last 
night ' and began their own in-
vestigation on the accident and why 
the bus caught fire. 
Following the accident, 'south-

bound traffic on Interstate 71 was 
halted until 7:30 a.m. EDT Sunday. 
During that time, the Kentucky 
State Police accident investigation 
unit combed the scene for evidence 
and'conducted a full investigation of 
the scene. 

Then, at approximately 7 a.m.-
Sunday, a crane was used to lift the 
wreckage from the roadway where 
it was placed on-a flatbed trailer for 
transport to the Kentucky National 
Guard Armory at the intersection of 
Kentucky Highway 227 and Airport 
Road near Carrollton and the high-
way was re-opened to traffic. During 
the eight-hour. period the road was 
closed, traffic"was 'routed through 
Carrollton and onto U.S. Highway 42 
and other area highways. 
After the wreckage arrived at the 

Armory, authorities set up a mobile 
command post and temporary 
morgue and began the process- of 
recovering and identifying , the 
bodies. Workers from the state 
medical examiner's office con-
ducted autopsies at the Armory as 
parents of the victims and a helicop-
ter from Fort Knox military base 
flew in dental records for - iden-
tification purposes. Several of the 
victims were children of military 
people serving afthe fort. 
"This is the worst one I've ever 

seen in my life," said Dunn, after 
emerging from , the temporary 
morgue at approximately 9 p.m. 
EDT yesterday. "You've got 
children involved .and I've got 
children myself and it makes you 
think. They were stacked like one 
would fall and another would fall on 
him. We called for one refrigerated 
truck for the bodies and it wasn't big 
enough." 
At one point yesterday afternoon; 

many of the victims' parents and 
relatives made the 75-mile . trip to 
Carrollton to help identify the dead; 
however, Dr. George Nichols; Ken-
tucky's chief medical examiner met 
with them at a"nearby Holiday Inn 
and told them that. the.bodies;were . 
burned beyond identification and': 
urged them to not view... their. : 
children's remains. 
"Visual identification. is . im-

possible," said an emotional Nichols . 
while answering questions from the 
media. "The picture that they want 
to keep of their children is not in that 
room, but what is in their wallets 
and what is in their minds." 
Nichols said positive identification 

of all the victims could take days 
and added that the identity of none of 
the victims will be made'public until 
all 27 bodies are positively iden-
tified. 
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Trip c omes 
to end in 
Carroll Co. 
By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor 

What began as a trip to an 
amusement park for a group of Ken-
tucky church youths ended in 
tragedy Saturday when the bus they 
were riding in crashed with a pickup 
truck in a head-on collision in 
Carroll County claiming 27 lives in 
the fiery aftermath. 
Now, over a day after the crash, 

authorities are calling it the worst 
accident that has ever occurred on 
Kentucky's highways and the second 
worst bus accident in the history of 
the United States. 
The accident occurred on -In-

terstate 71 at approximately 11:05 
p.m. EDT-Saturday as the group of 
teenagers and their adult 
chaperones were returning from 
,Kings Island, an amusement park 
north of Cincinnati. 
The victims ranging in age from 

12-50 were all members or guests of 
the First Assembly of God church'in 
Radcliff, Ky.. They apparantly died 
of smoke' inhalation after the bus 
theyF̂wer'e riding in:collided,hi ad-on 
wi -d pickup 1ruck1th4t wa's: going 
the wrong*w y-on.In'terstate 7lfsaid 
Kentucky State Police Trooper, Jim 
Mudd, public information officer for 
the LaGrange Post No. 5. 
The truck was driven by Larry W: 

Mahoney, 34 ,• of Moxley in rural 
Owen County. He is listed in "very 
serious" .- condition at. Humana 
Hospital-University of Louisville. 
The driver of the bus; believed to be 
John Pearman, a youth minister of 
the church and Circuit Court clerk 
for Hardin County, reportedly died 
in the crash. 
According to-,Mudd, the bus was 

traveling southbound onlffterstate' 
71 beween the 40- and 41-mile 
markers when it collided head-on 
with the pickup truck. He said the 
truck was apparently. traveling nor-
thbound in the southbound 'lane at 
the time of the crash. 
After the collision, several of the 

bus' 67 passengers escaped the 
vehicle through the rear emergency 
door; however, witnesses who came 
upon the scene claim that the 
vehicle's fuel tank then caught fire 
and exploded. sending a mist of 
flaming gasoline back through the 
bus. The injured victims were 
trasported to hospitals in Carrollton, 
LaGrange and Louisville by area 
ambulances and helicopters. Some 
were treated and released, but many 

ma• ii• 

remain in .critical or serious con-
dition. 
Witnesses said several of the 

remaining passengers on the bus 
were pulled from the burning 
wreckage by fellow passengers, 
truck drivers, other motorists and 
passersby who stopped to render 
assistance. 
According to Troy Davis, a. 

resident of Charlestown, Ind., who 
was also returning from the Ohio 
amusement park, he came upon the 
wreck only moments after it oc-
curred and flames from the burning 
bus were so high that an "orange 
glow" could be seen from around a 

we got ice from their coolers and 
blankets . for their burns. Then we 
.just tried to keep them from going 
into shock." 
.. According to Mudd, police have 
not been able to determine why 
Mahoney was traveling north in the 
southbound lane or how far he had 
driven against the flow of traffic 
before the accident. • 
.Shortly after the crash witnesses 
claimed that the pickup truck, a 
black 1987 Toyota, was seen racing 
with a motorcycle; however, Mudd 
noted that authorities have found no 
evidence supporting that rumor. 
He did say. the pickup truck 

bend in the roadway. 
"When we got there we could see 

the kids jumping out the rear end of 
the bus and some men trying to 
break out windows and get at them," 
said Davis, as he and a friend, Ellen 
Shuck of Floyds. Knobs, Ind., stood 
with arms around. each other gazing 
at the charred wreckage of the bus. 

"It was fully engulfed when we got 
here and it sounded like it exploded 
three more times, said Shuck. 
"The kids were, running at, us 
screaming and crying. Some of them 
were burned pretty badly. We tried 
to -get them to stay away from the 
bus and as people came up behind us 

collided head-on with the bus and 
that the bus : then sideswiped a 
Cadillac driven by an Akron, Ohio 
man. The Cadillac was knocked 
across the roadway and through the 
median to the northbound. side. 
Despite other rumors that 

Mahoney's pick-up truck allegedly 
contained empty beer cans, police 
would not confirm or deny such 
allegations. Mudd did note that in 
accordance with standard 
procedures involving traffic 
fatalities, blood alcohol tests are 
being run on both drivers. 
According to a passenger in the 

Cadillac, when he first looked back 

at the wreckage the front of the bus 
was on fire including the first *few 
windows back from the front door. 
The passenger, who would not give 

his name,. said: "There were some 
people pulling the kids out but we 
didn't go over there. It took us a few 
minutes to recover from the 
collision. We saw them pulling some 
kids out and thought they had them 
all out." 
"When we got here we could see 

injured people all up and down over 
there," said Campbellsburg Volun-
teer Fire Department Chief Denny 
See: BUS 
Back Page, Column 3 
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Kentucky crash sceiie 
Dunn (right) and other authorities peer into the charred- Saturday night. The bus was 

( Stafhit f ad-on by a pickup truck  photo by Mark Campbell)n Interstate 71' in Carroll 

Carroll County Coroner Jim D ( g ) 
interior of a church bus in which 27 teenagers and adults from Radcliff, Ky., died late County before catching ( p 
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o Mahoney ju 
By>MARK CAMPBELL rn! -   • I 
rentucii"p News Editor.  
.; ;Jurors in the murdeF andnken',. 
dnving-. trial ` .of ̀' ,Larry :, Wayne:.. 
Malioney..: heard" testtmoriy . yester 
6-:"'froiri;four:faniily ,merribe ' of -
vrctuns w}io died iq a 1.8$ church  
bus .., rash,riWa - Carirollton:as well as:. 
laboratory- technicians `wlia iesre`fl' 
the. defendant's bjood. for alcohol. 
-following-the accident: •:, 
:'Mahoney;, 36 `of- ii oraville' in 
Owen .County,. faces. - 27-: couhts : of 
murder 'as well as -54,&her fei tared•.. 
charges for --assault,' wanton endan-. 
germe•t and driving under the in-' 
fluence. S: . ' 
He ivaccused of being drunk and 

driving on the wrong side of the 
.roadway the -night his pickup truck 
crashed head-on into .a church bus 
owned' by the- First Assembly of 
-God church in Radcliff: - 

Although .blood tests conducted 
at a:Louisville hospital the'night of 
the crash and at the Kentucky, State 
Police crime laboratory in. 
Frankfort four days later showed 
three separate results and a total 
range of 0.06 percent, each of. the 
independent tests were still well 
above the level considered legally 
intoxicated in Kentucky. 

According to the nurse who first 
treated Mahoney after he,,was air-
.lifted to Humana Hospital-Univer-
sity bf Louisville, Mahoney had a 
collapsed lung, was unconscious . 
and "minimally responsive" when 
he arrived there approximately 90 
minutes after the May 14, 1988, ac-
cident. 
Mary Taylor, a 'nurse' in 'the 

emergency room of the. Louisville 
hospital, said Mahoney was taken 

immediately .to --Humana's -critical 
trauma room. She said another vic- 
tims of ' the Icrash 'suited" arriving 
the. facility' activated .its '"disaster 
per» 

..Taylor.:testified. yesterday- that 
she drew;dblood specimen; from an: 
artery,. in.. Mahgney-', grout. area only,., 
moments .anter''he'"ved as part of 
the,..liospital's :standard•. procedures 
"'for : dealing with' emergency" vic- - 

At one. point:: duringsher -'tes-
timony, Carrolt,Circi i Judge Char 
les . F.. Satterwhite rFalled a 15-
minute recess after a juror became 
queasy 'during the nurse's tes-
timony. 

According to Kerry Cantrell, the 
hospital's second shift lab super-
visor, he conducted a complete 
blood count on Mahoney's 
specimen along - with tests for 
coagulation; various chemistry 
analyses,and blood-alcohol content. 

Cantrell said he . received the 
specimen, which consisted of five 
tubes of blood at 12:40 a.m. on 
Sunday, May 15, 1988. Another 
iube-of blood arrived two minutes 
later. 
The lab supervisor conducted 

tests on Mahoney's blood serum 
and then released a report at 1:10 
a.m. that morning which showed 
the defendant's blood-alcohol con-
tent was 0.24 percent — a level al-
most 2'h times the 0.10 percent 
mark considered legally intoxicated 
in Kentucky. They were then stored 
unstoppered until a state police 
trooper requested the specimens the 

See: TRIAL - 
Back Page, Column S 

Continued from Page 1 
next day. 

Kentucky State 'Police Trooper 
Henry-"Sonny" Cease Jr, later tes-
tified :he returned to Humana-at -3 
p.m. Monday, May-16; with. a sub 
poena ;for qe blood. samples. He' 
said ., the specimens • were . surren-
'dered to f+hiin packed: in• ice in- a 
sealed Styrofoam container.. -

Cease -testified -he' then took the 
specimens -to the. - Kentucky Na-
tional Guard'Armory -in Carrollton 
— the'site where a'temporary mor 
gue r had, been - established to.. deal 
with .the bodies-of the 27 passen-
, gees , who died ' in 'the crash — and 
placed ,them4n a locked refrigerator. 
' until' he,later took.them to the state 
rpolcecrime la}>,on;Iv• 18.x,+;, 

Tefry Comstock, a,chsifiist 'n the 
toxicology , sectiono ,.of!.., ;state 
polici•crime lab, said ;he Tested the 
blood ,specimens- for alcohol and 
drugs.-
...While : they, samples showed no 
signs of drugs, he said two tests he 
ran using a gas chronlotography od 
'whole blood. produced readings of. 
0:20 percent and 0.18 percent. ̀  

In cross-examination by -defense :: 
attorney Russell Baldani, Comstock-' 
Admitted that the difference in. the 
test results indicated a _ "clinically,: 
significant deviation" but added` 
results of his tests on the blood may -
have been lower than' Humana's 
because the specimens were. left 
unstoppered and . unrefrigerated at 
the.: Louisville. hospital 4or some.. 
time. - I I 
Comstock noted alcohol is a. 

volatile substance / and • can 
evaporate ' if.. left . open* • and un- . 
refrigerated. 

Baldani, who cross-examined all 
fte,e •witnesses, noted the defense 
had earlier tried to prevent admfs-
Sion. of the • blood samples • as 
evidence ; because of the dis-- 
crepancy amgng. the three tests. 
I nf-'not.~,s•aying which:.onei we. 

think 'is acc;urate," said;'.Baldani, 
,while noting .the ,defense is making 
no effort" to' convince 'the' jury that 
Mahoney was not drinking that day. 
"We're Just saying there is a Sig- 
:nificant .difference between the 
two."-



"Pick a number;',' Assistant At-
torney'General'Paul Richwalsky Jr. 
said, while disagreeing on, the s►g-
,nificance .,of. the, differing test.'' 
results: He noted all three were 
well above the legal level of in-! 
toxication in'Kentucky. " ' 
...Iri:other testimony earlier yester-

,: day; four more parents and spouses 
of victims • who died in. the tragedy 
told -the jury why their- family 
members were on the, bu's,f ,when 
they • , had . - last Seen * ' them ,arid ' 
whether. they returned home. 

"Iv1y; entire family was on that . 
btig,'." said ,. Lee Williams; Radcliff,.' 
' who Moft. his wife, Joy, -and both 
:;daughters, Kristen,' 14, and Robin,' 
It' in .the. fiery crash. He was the 
Jast.in a series of, family members 
to testify:-. 1 • . 

'I •hugged' her good-bye and she 
told-me she loved me and•1 told her 
I'loved;•her" said:WiUiams on'his 
daughter Kristen. 

Asked:: by 'Richwalsky,` , special 
prosecutor .in the  1.case; if his .wife 
and' daughters returned from°`tbe 
church jib,h g. up's trip to King's 
Islandjon. May. .l4; •1988,Villiams 
trained his..;eyes on the • defense 
:'talle'and' Mahoney and said, "No 
sir, all -three' of my family members 
were killed on that bus May 14:" 

Williams has since rerr►"ed.to a 
woman who lost her husband in the 
crash and saw her daughter survive 
wjdr disfiguring injuries. The Wil-
liamses did•.not know. each other 
well'uritif aftei. the crash. 

Williams' Wife, Dotty Pearman 
Williams, who, was then the wife of 

bus. driver: John Dearman, said "her 
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-By BILL WERONKA 
Staff Writer • - ' 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — Everyone, admits' the- trial .of. Larry" 
Mahoney: is an emotional time bomb, ready to explode.when'• 
those-involved in the,fiery bus crash that claimed 27 live's take:. 

....4he staAd.and begintalking about•the May.14,-:1988,-incident" -
that changed their Gives.' . 
:-t!-,That: was :the night,ttiat:Mahoney,.36; allegedly. was-driving' 
:drunk:=on • the '.wrong .side'. of. Interstate 71:. when his' pickup. 
crashed. into th6 'Raddiff Assembly .of 'God. church bus. :.. 
:The clock on -that-emotional-.bomb, begin- ticking loudly yes 

.terday during the;seco'nd:day of•'jury•selection:in.the trial. A . r: prospective.juror.Stood.and,.witp tears "streaming-down her 
".face; said therg, was no.:way'she ,could "be -impartial because` 
her mother had been killed by a' drunken'driver -18 years ago•:' 
:.,6ftoll•'Circgit' Judge: Charles Satterwhite-quickly dismissed 
her; asking; for no further explanation: • He also dismissed an • 

.• - .other woman whose brother.was .killed in an alcohol-related 
accidentJ- hree.others said ,they' had:familv.members-who had ' 

:,_been charged with drunken driving.'Satterahite'did not'excuse" 
them but. said- that,; would be focused•,'on dur{ng:private inter-- 
. ylews :next week. : 

Mahoney's attorney; William Summers; -said.he .knew. the : 

'would-be .jurors' feelings. about''alcohol and drunken driving ..would be. a major. issue and expected it to become-more of one 

=as the process •intensifies. 
i':Those were. the ones -that chose .to.come forward today, 
Summers said. 'Ve anticipate that is not all of them, all that? -; 
-have been touched- by a drinking driver and ' alcoholism •in" 

%%9Jh. 'C;;si° -:3 t% v?,_.}..l+.Jit'S'•.::fr'Ft!'§. fi•'9ti:'• K• — .'A_"" ••w,:•<:.--.-. ,.. .,<.-•:•-_.•:•• • aheir immediate family and frlends:.We have•-Identified some, 
;'..,• _+' :•. <•. ;_ 'ASSDCIATED PRESS PHO'O BY ED RENKE' 

:.L arry Mah'oneyleft' the Cbw31 County Court. House 
resterday:afterthe second day of jury selection. Eight-ot=57 
'jurore:called•yQsterday were; released, Oebw,:special :;F''' :': 
prosecutor. Paul Ric hwali3ky .:ir., Jwn% headed, lnt4,' pt A -- • 

but:th8t'is going to tie.a very great topic of,individual question;, 

The special prosecutor in the case,; Assistant Attorney Gen-,,. 
eral Piaui ::Richwz6ky; Jr:,. said it .was. difficult to' assess hog•• 
that issue .would aifect jury•selection.r' 
"We :.have. .'no idea 'yet who has been, touched ,by what," •. 

Richwalsky said. "I'Aon't: have any Idea what to anticipate." 
-.Eight of. the 57 jurors called•yesterday-were dismissed. Oth-,: 
'.. Jian the two.-women involved with..alcohol-related'. deaths, 
Satterwhite dismissed. an acquaintance of Mahoney, a man-- -
,.ivh6 worked the accident'scene and-a woman who worked in 
.the hospital. emergency room the .night. of the crash. 
'.'.'The others..were dismissed for medical or personal reasons. 
Today-is •the; last.day of. the general orientation-and question-,,- 

,_ ming of prospective jurors in groups by Satterwhite. Those-re- 
aining from the group of.175 called willreturn_ next week for 

private- interviews. By court order, only the-audio.portion of-
the individual: questioning can be heard by the -media: 
:_Once_ 31 jurors qualify, the defense will strike 10 and- the 

-prosecution six,* That will leave 15 jurors for the trial, includ--
ing. three alternates, to hear the case against• Mahoney.. He is-
charged with 27 counts.of murder,,4f counts of manton endan-
germent,-.l2.counts -of assault and. one count of driving under.. 
the ,inflaence.'A - blood ,t6t taken ̀taken shortly after the acci= 

',;-'•.derit'--showed: Mahoney, had a• blood-alcohol level 'nearly 21/z 
Jfih'ries•'ttie'' ' legal: limit' ; 

°`The≥jury" -selection is,:expected to last througtr*n t week, and 
perhaps longer. 

In.•a • related •action:: yesterday, • Satterwhite denied a. motion 
by.WHAS-TV of Louisville to quash a ruling he made last week 
..that partially* closed jury selection •to, the. public and media. 
WAAS-maintained that it had intervened. in the case and was ; 
_not properly. notified of the hearing. - WHAS attorney Schuyler . . 

STAFF PHOTO BY TO Do BucHauw Olt_ said the company: was .considering an appeal.- 



Associated Press' 

COVINGTON, Ky: The state 
has accepted an .offer from .a -Lex-
inj on law .firm to. ddfend-Larry:W.. 
Mahoney against 27 capital murder 
charges .arising from the fiery.. bus 
crash near Carrollton on'May L4. 
WWiam'-•Summers' 'fird took the 

case for $2,500 :plus 'reasonable ex-
peoses;" said state Public Advocate 
Paul•Isaacs. . 
"Anytime.1 can get an attorney. to 

"take- • a .`capital 
case.-for that 

I. take them up 
on ' it," . Isaacs 
`said. . . 

:. Mahoney 

"Obviously . 
they're -not going 
to make money 
on•this case. I'm 
jusf appreciative 
of. the. fact 
they're willing.to. 
do it, because 

otherwise I.don't know, what I would 

Mahoney' was 'charged after his 
pickup collided with the bus on In-
terstate 71; killing 27 members and 
guests;: of .a 'Radcliff church group 
who were returning from a Cincin-

.'nati ..amusement park. Police said 
':'Mahoney was -drunk and traveling 
the wrong 'way.. on the interstate. 

Prosecutors .have said they may 
seek„the, death penalty:for Mahoney,. 
a 34-year"-old.'•chemical plant, work-

..Michael Davidson,.. an :attorney 
.with ;Summers'. law firm, said the 
state Department of Public-Advoca-
cy. asked Summers to' take . the Ma-
-honey- case:-
The accident has focused national 

-•--attention on--drunken- -driving and 
bus safety, but Davidson. said the 
law- firm was not seeking publicity. 
.Summers took the case because 

he has .extensive experience in 
death-penalty cases and because he 
is outraged ' that . prosecutors . may 
seek -the death .penalty for a traffic 
accident; Davidson said.' 

It's often hard to find public de-
fenders for cases that could involve 

. you:✓•:>° r •• 

aw firm 
arollton: 

urackdown brings-more... - 
en-driving arrests 

.The Frankfort Bureau 

-FRANKFORT Ky. — In- 
-creased state police patrols and. 
roadblocks resulted: in a sharp in- 
-crease in drunken-driving arrests 
over the Memorial Day weekend. . 
Gov:. Wallace Wilkinson or-

dered state:police••to crack down 
on drunken driving. in the wake 
of the.May ,14 collision between a 
bus and a pickup on•Interstate 71 
'near Carrollton that killed .27 
people. Police said the driver of 
• .the pickup;. Larry V. Mahoney; 
had been drinking. 

Last. weekend Aherewere few-
er deaths from traffic accidents 
than. during: the 1987 holiday 
weekend — though more than-in 
some recent years. 

State police issued 396 citations 
for drunken driving during the 
holiday weekend; which began at 
6 p.m. Friday and ended at mid-

night Monday, said state police 
Capt. John Lile. : 
- That is a 45 percent increase 
over. the 273 drunken-driving ci-
tations issued during the-1987 
Memorial: Day weekend, ' Lile 
said. Police issued 263 citations 
during the 1986 . weekend, and 
304 in 1985. 

.`.'The big increase is due to the 
extra enforcement and additional 
• manpower we had on the roads 
this weekend;'. Llle said. . 
'- 'Seven.people'died in traffic ac-
cidents "during the weekend, tile 
said. Investigators have not., yet 
determined how many 'of -'the 
deaths involved intoxicated driv-
ers. 

Last year 12 people 'died ̀  on' 
Kentucky highways during th'e .. 
Memorial -Day weekend. In 1986 
the."death toll .for the weekend 
was four, in 1985 the death toll 
was three. 

the death penalty. Capital cases gen-
erally demand 400 to 700.hours of 
preparation and court time. Attor-
neys who act as public defenders In 
such cases risk flaancial suicide, at-
torneys-and state officials say. 

Private, fees in non-capital mur-
der cases can range up to $80,000, 
said Robert Carran, director of the' 
public defender program in Kenton, 
Boone and Gallatin Counties. 

"There's no case that requires as 
high a quality of representation as a 
case where the result will deter. 
mine whether , someone.' lives or 
dies," 'Carran said. 

"It's totally unrealistic in fact, 
it's a fraud — to create a system 
where you demand and expect that 
level of quality representation but 
pay $9 an hour or less: We wouldn't 
expect that of someone working on 

an assembly line in -a factory, .nor 
certainly of any other professional' 
such 'as .a doctor, engineer or archi-
tect:' 

Carran said ' about 60 lawyers in 
private practice were willing to ac-
cept • public-defender cases two. 
years ago. Now, he said, •only- half 
that number are on the roster — 
mainly because of low pay. 

Public defenders are supposed to 
earn $15' an hour for out-of-court 
work and $25 an hour for in-court 
work. 

But last quarter, because of a 
chronic money shortage, public de-
• fenders received $9 an hour for out-
of-court work and $15 an hour for 
in-court work,' he said. 
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=amily members view'some of the coffins inStde the,R dcliff First . '• ''• 
sse.mbly'of. God Church. A funeral service wa's held Frida : ni ht Ca•rocif llylton'ht of the 27 , people '.killed in the 
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Weariness es gapes 
.no,one in Raddiff 
By Peggy Kreimer. - - 
Kentucky Post staff reporter '  

RADCLIFF — Florist Anna Winchell 
_..walked: into her back room and beat 
on the refrigerator. 

She' doesn't. remember doing it.- But 
co-workers. say she did, and M rs. Win-
chell believes. them. 

She has spent nearly a week: prepar-
ing funeral 'flowers-through a glaze of 
tears . as. she and other local florists 

:.help .Bury' the -24 ' children and three 
i adults who died, in a fiery bus crash 
i last Saturday near Carrollton. 

Funeral services for eight of the 
dead were: held Friday evening ,at s'er-
vice. First Assembly of God Church. A ser-
vice. for another -.was 'held at the Ft. 
Knox Army Base Friday, and two fu-

...Please—see MOURNING,•15K 
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Mourning 
From Page 1K 

:neral services are scheduled for 
,today. 

By Sunday,'most of the- visi-
•bie signs of mourning will be 
over In the small community of 
about 20,000 just south of Louis-
ville. It has been a week. of pain 
that has left townspeople weary. 

"There's a lot of •stress when 
it's people you know and care 
about," Mrs. Winchell said as 
she prepared flowers for, Fri-
day's multiple funeral. 

"We come in here and cry, 
and then 'go out and take or-
ders," she said, her hand shak-
ing as she sipped strong coffee 
in, the cool, too-sweet air of her 
florist work room. 
"They don't need someone 

crying when they're t&king an 
order for a casket spray. They 
need someone to make things 
easier." 

But not much is easy In'Rad-
cliff these days. 
Mary Miller, beautician at 

Kathy's Beauty Shop,.has trou-
ble driving home at night. 

"One of my customers died 
on the bus," she said. "I have to 
drive past his house. He had an 

appointment yesterday to get 
his-hair cut. I just didn't want 
to be in here. I had to get out-' 
side. -And that didn't help." . 

Marleen .Hindman's. son, 
Rocky, had been invited on the 
bus trip 'to Kings Island that 
ended in tragedy. Four children 
from their neighborhood were 
on the bus. Three escaped with-. 
out major injury, one is In- the 
hospital, 

"It .has affected my chil-
dren,"• she said. "And it has af-
fected me. I haven't done much 
all week. Nothing seems• very 
Important." ' 

She said Rocky debated 
whether he should call home 
and ask his mother. to pick him 
up from North Hardin High. 
School on Monday. "There were 
reporters everywhere. He had to 
step.over a camera to get in." 

She ' has been watching the, 
events on television: "That's 
about all my kids can take," she 
said.. 

Motorists in Radcliff, have 
been driving, with: their lights 
on In memory'of the dead. 

"When I see those lights it 
tears me up," Miss Miller said. 
"A friend brought me a paper 
the first day, but it was open to 
Ricky's (Gohn, her customer) 

picture . and I couldn't look at 
it," she said. 

"We're worn out," Mrs. Win-
ch8ll said. "Look at this town. 
Look at everybody's face. Every- 
body's the same. We want to 
help, but there's nothing any-; 
one can do, ceaily. 

"We've been up until mid-
night. Florists from two other 
towns came in after their shops 
closed to help us. We go home 
and watch the news. And then 
we have to get • ub early and 
start all over." 

Dolly Schrupp;• who also, 
works at Kathy's Beauty Shop, 
said she watched some of the 
children of church members as 
they worked on church services 
for-the funerals, 

"They have questions but 
they don't- want to talk to their 
parents about it," she . said.. -"I 
had five children on Sunday. 
They wanted me to show them 
where it happened. They want-
ed to know why God took them 
all." 

She turned around - from a 
customer and smiled one of her. 
few smiles of the day. 

"I heard kids laughing out-
side last night. I opened my 
door and stood outside to listen 
to the laughter. I sure did." 
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IBy BILL WERONKA 
:,Staff Writer, 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — Frightened: 
rand anxious, the'. man. accused of 
`• causing the worst drunken-drAng'. 
•::'accident in the nation's history: will 
`take the stand today and tell-his yet-
unheard account of the May 14, 

;•1988, tragedy, his attorneys said.' 
.After court recessed yesterday 

"afternoon,- Larry Mahoney's attor- 
f ;4,neys` took over the Carroll Circuit •' 

--courtroom, and 'began t preparing: 
w-"their client — charged with 27 
;;;counts of murder — with a,dry'run 
w•4of-what he can expect on direct and 

cross-examination. 
!".'""'Our advice to Larry from the be-
.kinning was, It is your decision to 
; ;testify ultimately,' said • William 
Summers, •Mahoney's lead attorney. 

' "All .along ., he has been emphatic 
that he wants to testify. We told him 
`not to make the decision right away, , 
' ;-bat in conversations last night and 
.,today, he said, 'Bill, I've' got to make 
,,the' decision.' 

pI 'F, "He wants to tell his story and he 
# twill tell his story., He obviously feels 

:,bad for all the people involved: in 
:!266'tragedV! 
„• Mahoney's " brother-in-law; Jim 
1-t Daugherty, said'Mahoney is "scared 
Ito death, anxious, worried, all those } 
_things put in the same pot. He's sort . F 
`of been that way all along, .but now 
4t's amplified." 
t"'It's going to be hard for him .to - 

express how-he feels about all of 
" this real hard," Daugherty said;-' 
,,;adding that he would not be sur-
•;'prLsed if Mahoney bieaks;down "dar- 
=IQ his, testimody,' . . 

1 ;Pefore Mahoney,. takes the -stand'-, 
however,, the, prosecution will ,take K.. -... 
its turn; at the defense's accident-re-

.:construction expert, who spent'mo'st 
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of yesterday offering a, different 
version of ,how the 'crash occurred 
that-Saturday oh Interstate•7L 
The defense's yersion,;offered by: , 

independent engineering• consultant 
Wilbur. Meredith, ,had-the same re: ̀ •' 
suit'. as the , prosecution's `• version: 
Mahoney's pick_ up truck, • traveling 
the wrong way on the' liighway; ̀hit 
the Radcliff First Asseinbly.of God 
church ,bus ,head-on... 
But it,differed in:tlfe events lead-

ing up to'the 'collision. ,`- 
-The prosecution's' expert testified ' 

earlier: that the bus driver, 'south-' 
bound in the, passing lane, saw the 
pickup. approaching in,f the' •same 
lane, hit , the brakes ' , and • • began. 
swerving to • the left.. The pickup, 
making no attempt to avoid the col-
lision, hit, the right'front of 'the bus, 
then' spun clockwise into a Cadillac 
traveling beside the. li us., :F 
,:The Cadillac • "spun- through' the' - 

median to the other side of the high-; . 
way, and'the'bus burst.into flames; 
killing. 24. children and three adults,'. 
the prosecution's witness said.: 
Meredith, the defense witness-4 

theorized that Mahoney thought' he 
was on a two-lane road and saw the" 
bus ahead.'-.From ,Mahoney's•.angle 
Just after. he crested a. hill,' he' saw, 
only the top half of the bus,. which ̀  
looks the: same from , thb',front as ' 
from 'the: back, Meredith ;said. He., 
theorized , that Mahoney thought he 
was approaching. a ,slow ̀ b6'ifrom 
the=rear'and'started to pass on the ' 
left. 4 - 
At the same, time,,. the-Cadillac 

was passing • the bus o"n`. the.r bus's 
right, Meredith,, said. ,f The' Cadillac 
saw • the pickup , and'swerved to its o- 
right just es Mahoney hit his'brakes  

.; •; s.i'•• ? •. 1 :k • ' • .- x+~• Ty - ••P'.!, .-•: r { iii2'f fi'.• 1 •, _ .t •, •8.. r' `,3. -'' POOL PHOTO BY ED REINKE 

SeeMAHONEY , Engineering consultant WllburiMeredith used scale models of'tlie vehicles involved 
PAGE 5, col. -,' this section 16, W6 bus:crash-as he,re,created it for the jury: during Larry Mahoney's murder trial.' 
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Ma._iLoney to testify 
in.bus-crash trial 
Continued from Page C 1 

and.swerved to his right to get back 
Into what he thought was his lane, 
Meredith said. 

But the pickup and Cadillac side-
swiped each other and Mahoney's 
pickup crashed into the right front 
of the bus, Meredith said. 
'He said he arrived at his version 

after trying 500 simulations on a 
computer, using a program designed 
for accident reconstruction. He said 
the state's version would not com-
pute because, based on where the 
vehicles finally came to rest, the 
laws of physics repeatedly denied 
the scenario. 
Meredith said Mahoney did hit his 

brakes because an FBI report 
showed the brake lights were on at 
the time of the crash. The state ex-
pert testified that he believed Ma-
honey's foot may have been on the 
brake but that he had not applied 
the brakes. 
During his testimony, Meredith 

was aided by a computer-generated 
re-creation of the crash as he saw it 
and as the state portrayed it, shown 
to the jury on video. 
'Assistant Attorney General Paul 

RickWglsky Jr., special -prosecutor 
•in the case, would not comment on 
the testimony because he.has yet to 
cross-examine him. 

Meredith also testified about the 
safety of the bus, a key element of 
the defense's case. 

"It was a traffic hazard, essential-
ly out there looking to get run over," 
Meredith said, .noting that the 1977 
Ford school bus was built for local 
pickup and delivery; not highway 
transport. 
He said the fuel tank was in the 

most vulnerable position possible, 
the front axle was too lIght,. the 
wheel base was too long; the aisle 
too-narrow and the seats inadequate 
--: -all'  items that could have been 
corrected by technology and equip-
ment.available in 1977. 

Also testifying yesterday was Wil• 
liam Lilly, chief arson Investigator 
for the Lexington Fire Department. 
He said the hazardous nature of 
polyurethane foam, the material 
used in the bus seats, has been 
known since he went into the. busi-
ness 20 years ago. 

Lilly told of a recent school bus 
fire In .Lexington and . how quickly 
the .vehicle burned because of the 
seat material. No one was hurt in 
that fire. , 
_ . A. defense expert_ had ._testified 
Tuesday that the toxic smoke gener- 
ated by the combustible seat materi-
al caused the deaths of all 27 peo-
ple. 
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•By MARK CAMPBELLIA 
Xintucky News Editor  

i. "An aexpert•,witness told a Carroll 
County - jury'. 'yesteraay L arry 
,1Aahoney,was.`` n accident waiting 
to happen" at. the' time his .pickup 
truck crashed :into a Radcliff,: Ky., 
churchk bus _in '1988, killing 27 
people m tfie fiery aftermath. 

Dr-;4Kurt.;;Dubbwski,,' Ph.D.,- a 
chfikO; and' " ..criminal., forensic • 
t6xicologistwho.is-also a professor 

Hof, medicine"at: the University ,of 
bkiandma i i Oklalibma City,'` tes- 
tified yesterday as an expert- wit-

,,ness-in Mahoney.'s:trial•for murder 
and drtini en driving.;. . , 

Mahoney, 36, of Owen County, 
''is. charged with driving his pickup 
head-on into .the bus on Interstate 

71 ! nears Carrollton soft-Miy''14',' 
1988. I. a ti'techniclaits',have testified 
his, blood=alcohol cWpliuatiorc 
was as, hi&''as'.0.2A.:.petcent;90- 
minutes'after the•wreck: Ttie;c6tti 
sion caused the •bus fuel' i"I'io•'kz 
1plode killing 24, chin ei n'and;thia,, 
i adults and injiiririg'severdl others'.. 
' Dubowski-, who was retained yy 
the'"' tate,'to, review blood alcohol. 
test suits; has'ser"ved as•an expert 
witness iii'; alcohol'related x cases . 
)-6fdid'ialid Wr _.ovef,740.-,y 
perience in the field. He said' he'has 
.spent 100 hours studying the case 
including visits to the crash site. ' 
t The , „-, prosecution - - =called' 
Dubowski,to compare and interpret . 
what 'a state police lab technician 
described Wednesday as a "clini-

ic'cally,significant deviation -in test„ 
r' results'from the,twg labs:' '. ` 

Results -of independent' blood-al- 
cohol tests conducted Jor, patient 
r care purposes .at, Humana Hospital- 

';:University ; of .I. ii"Ile and for 
,criminalbahtigation•purposes• at .tire';. 
(Kentucky i iSuAd---a>olice,-, crime ' 
laboratory inxFrankfort; vared.'by 
as much}as ̀0.06VpercentAA con- 

The' hd__ ital,s test 'results; q997",". 
°ducO:6ZjM• rii~V :minutes.`. 
after'thd4&ident,•lisied Mahoney-.'s - 
blood' alcohol 16V61 "if 0.24 percent " 
while.tests'conducted on the same 

"specimens ;at `the'staie: police lab. 
:four ;days later using whole blood 
;retained 0:18 and 0.20 percent 
readings. 

Accio`rciirig 'to Duiiowski,, , al''. 
t though' fhe•thiee' iests tad varied - 
iesiilts, :they are "compatible. and 
cons [ w isten ith each other." 
r̀Dubo`wskt `explained that the 

•e•ap`sedtirtie"between the ies't 
wouldi allow„f- some Hof; the, a1= 
F Whbl to- evaporate ,causing - lower 
4 readings as would'the," tate 
=mWiod'of t6ting'.using. only,wliole 
tilotifi proaiiets. ; 
The 'witness further` explauied' 

that•,alin"` person's 116.b, 
stream is concentrated in the-water'- 
,or serum portion of die blood,'and 
additional components - such as 

;'blood" cells = in'the whole blood, 
product can result in- lower blood- 
alcohol readings because the level 
of alcohol retained in the serum is 

,15•perceiit -higher-than -, level 
»founder the whole blood.1 :'l+4 •' 

Dubowski said based .,on' ,his 
study of the case,•Mahoiiey's.bkiod 
alcohol. doncentration at. We 10:55 
p.m. crash time .would; have been 
r 0:21+gpercent ,- a situation; defined 
.-as; • acute:- alcbholic influence . and 
intoxication." 

According•to'DubowAd, part'of 
his: study • involved- replicating' the 
tests conducted .by the 'two Ken- 
tuck_ labs zsee"• similar results 
- could_be obtained under'the.same 
_controiled:conditions.•',  

'-e"I subjected'samples to the iden-
tical methods' presented to ,me," 

See:. TRIAL . 
Back Page, Column 3 
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Continued,from Page 1, :.• ; 
Dubo4wski-said adding that liased• 
ofi that stuydy'if'the;'ittiee tests had 
not •proodduced different,;;'blood-al-
cohol;lWels`';tlie; :`results'"would 
have.,beesj" 

n. otliei.5 testimony 

;•Iiaine the Dubowski exp adverse;ynfiuence:al-
%, Carl•, have on arperson's.deci: 

sioh maltiriig"rprocess, u 

sion,e[tsory{{ ;response .;at►d mo=' k lty: 
tlonal ,Sta_bll 

•k' =Dulidwski° said""alcohol's"•': in-, 
fliience can usually be seen at'blood 6'concentiation` levels: of •0.4',percerit 
orJhighe oithlthe"pe i 's ability, 
toutteoon•v'detenoraCing ,as , the 
' concgii4,1` n'.' level'•tcreases 
saidmost'peopple:al .permissibly 
affeted• percent "and }drat_ 
a`l0; l percent ≥ is •,'-considered the - 
f •`Utreshold oft ing too.jimpaired."' f ̀ 

Based 'on" fus =study, • iibowski 
u`s"•d.a-chaii;to. i idicate Mahoney's-
leve1`77of intoxication `was some-

•- where%.' between ` "excitement;" 
which'can' occur in the 0.09-16 0:25- 
percent, o:. concentration ` range ' Ib •'"confiisiii"' which"cakes"'•place`?iii 
the;Q;18aA°0. percent concenrra=;•; 

1; ti'ongange.,.depe30. ndi ig :` ori,• .tfie? in-. 
r•  

two iDubowski r: r <•>. <. fatigue; . 
kpersorial•fiealth•and4•`persori'§ past' 
} 44tor- ̀withr.;:drinkin9. will' noC in 
'flueiice''stfie'` blood-alcolioli. con-
s c6"i tion" levels; bgt'those" factors 
cart "affecv0e natal 'impact' 'of , al-
• cohol2ori i n;itidividual," 

Defense. ,: • ;`attorneys •, ;contend 

Mahoney-• had 1 just.: completed 'a 
swing slu 6aVTarrolifons'••M&T 
Chemicals company ?and {had• • not •r 
'had ,'any' thing ,significant - to .drink 
'several,weeks prior to"the accident: , 
`Dubowski +said', as person: who 

',doas:not'drink' could have- a more 
4ifficult' tinie 'disposing of alcohol 
from Ni, 'system because his liver 
and metabolism are.r`not already-in 
'i state.of eadind-04o compensate" 
fq3 t they drug.: He added ,that •infre-
quen sometimes do riot 
knocvl% how.io coriipensate; for the 
affcis oF;alcohol'•; 'r • ,t .:. 

itnessIalsol.told the jury :al-
dotiol:is a -sub Lance thatIas.an of ` 
feet which can ̀{sneak up on you: 

J`Alcphol'is treacherous; it's sub- 
tie; •...it's ', fortunate;" Dubowski 
said; noting most other drugs', give a 
person = some warning - he, or she -, is 
consuming , too .,,rrluch: ; "Alcohol 
streaks up.om yoti " • •  . • • : Y• . 
"4DuWw. sUWd:it is difficult for a 
Rersor to knovw;,how•much, alcohol, 
ts; ftio,large,•.ofaa 'dose and:.it; leas"ai 
delayed °e 4 in .that even. after: a , , ; 
pers6Wstops drinking, his.tii'06d-"j' 
cohol cpiicentration'3level•can• conk.. 
_ t1niie,to;nse ..': _ • .a _.: 



r=inoting,ttie only; 

alckolho • 3W. - •trg•iI 
only"`occutsrhenka A66 to 
cogsu ••a 1 rge,(4,§ w Ut , yT In; short 
' amount Ong, as •the ui 
thkeofllcohol,• $`slaw a person's 

y4wtll;conue jto, ;accept° the x ntt  

`g prose c̀laims.Mahoney uuon  
1, ya4;leastlto.*n ans of beer 

+frost/tl';p•m`;to 9zp m gn'the.dayof 
the crash while the defense added,a .. 
s of,ivhat ,wasLbelieveo, to' be . 

vodka•, 11 eK I"'.  ezamtnation .of •. 
one witn q' •*• y 

Durise'ng , cidss-examinafion• tiY 
defet> attorney,•lackf Htldebrarid, 
Dutbik' kt,admttted the seye".t?eeis. 
viator4ey• aUe$edlY,diahk,oYer:,the < 
e}ght hour 1 period ywould not,. have., 
madejhim as drunk as :the blood al 
cotol'te•s'ts?iiidicate 
"Duliowsla; :"said i p , Mahoney's ' 

l'otal•;alcohol;consumption was..only' 
? "seven •> 1/l;eers, • he•,would •. have + 
pro₹>•tily,,t≥8d.an alcohol,concentra' 
aott`of•from O:Ol•to tj 02 percent at . 
9 pm. based pn the bQdY's d pos. 
rate of alcohol fpf'wriian his size ; 
no' dissposal 'ire' was calculated; 
IM••ttorte o;od•aleohol 'level Y•. •. 
Wopld-. hMvevbb brio;ehighei•than 

Dubowski said 'Mahoneys final;; 
0 2tapaicen3lcotiol coritentYwould 
ndicate=that°the invesugaeon .has ;> 
not identified a11` the diirikutg the 
,d  11 on the,: day .of. the 

"That's not all the drinking that 
someone of Mr.. Mahoney 's 
description — .height, weight, age, 
race and. sex -. would have to con-
sume to reach a blood-alcohol con-
centration.of 0.21 ," said Dubowski, 
who added that either the drinking 
history. police .have compiled on 
'Mahoney must be incorrect or the 
blood test results. ,are . incorrect or 
'both. 

"I find • the, (blood-alcohol) test 
results to' .be valid, reliable and 
trustworthy to the extent that the 
drinking history does not fully ex-
plain that•alcohol concentration, so 
I have . to Conclude. -it is inc-
omplete,".Dubowski concluded. 

According. to - Dubowski; 
Mahoney. was "unfit to operate a 
motor vehicle". with a 0.21 percent 
blood-alcohol concentration.. He 
added that being "unsafe to operate 
a motor vehicle does not mean one 
is ik.apable.of steering. the car." . 
",:'According . to the witness, if the 
disposal rate is calculated based on 
the investigation's drinking history 
and •Mahoney. did not drink any-
thing after 9 p.m., his risk of driv-
ing with the 0.01 to 0.02 alcohol 
concentration :"would, be the same 
as,having no alcohol at all. 

Hildebrand . asked Dubowski 
what influence drinking a large 
glass of 'vodki would have on the 
defendant. 
DubowW said it could make up 

the discrepancy between 
Mahoney 's drinking history 'and 

blood iest'results. ,:,-' , 
Hildebiaiid describeed a scenario 

the. 'delved -into",earlier' in' 
the ' trial" , a . situation-? where °'a 
friend-fakes Mahoney 's keys away 
Eroni'him and-ialls the _dekfidaiAe 
will` drive :'for'him; .buts then later 
ietamsjoie'ke-'se, or'IAahopey`i6o 
driveborne:`<<l,..< 

Hildebrand asked tf: IGiatidney;: 
luiowingtarlter iti the.`eveniiig' hey 
. would: not have ;to drive;' might. be y 
more.likely to continue. to drink atiii 
become more intd iicathd.•I$e:alsq'; 
asked if. MA`eyy would be likely 
to possess the juggmeq•to.knowtie 
was coo - intoxicated ;tol ddrive when`•: 
` he'got the keys :;backditer4in -the 

g t • „ 
::'.'•`Most':-probabI npt; 4butl•`he, 
protiablyrdoesnrt jeco+gnizej that--aat 

T n' ff-Gly. T •,the.:;lovirer concentrations, +r.said`a 
Dubowsk "That's . 666--i of the;5 
problems`:.....tacreased" 'self hl,  
fidence and `_decreasedr,irihitiitigns ,i 
The.:tliirigs we learn ̀toy be cautious ,d `A about, those are wi••̀{•• out.". -
.• Ike; added an'intoxicated n -
:`'&d n vim li,fie=;rlie-`consequeirces'• 
offi s`impairmetit. q':4:i 

' e Accoidin&sto(Assistant I homey 3 ral ,Paul,Itic walsky  spe,. 
•. Z v..n 0. -. R•a + t y. 
i ;prosecutor°in ielcase; whetJief. 
Mahoneyb iealtzed. the: was-,, iing =,  y; 3 
toxicated,,or n6t1&•3:no beat-

"all'.'. on,'.the case;b ecause 'th ttatut6 
' he`is;prose uting;lhe.'.defendafir un- 
&j_14 that vol ih intoxicar, 
tiori is war tQn conduct: i..: 
:•.Mahoney •:;is'<••'cliargeii ;witlia27% 
courits 'of; :wantoii:`riiurd.̀ei;: whirl{ 
includes;ac'ting wijh,extrecne'indi'f,`?' 
fferetice:to+the•valueof-tiuiinari'life, 
• ' ink =that's wtiaE :'iti6,.-Issue' 19 . 

":v toXicatioit; 
I3iideliiaiid "tit% from ̀-the. doctor y 
there.': was'.,one parpculars 
Laazry's;keys:were:takenfrom:hirii:" a 

Taylo, Fox .a friend of+Iylafioney; 
testified Pearlier, in; the trig--'he tiad' 
seen:: Mahoney: gat' ,'Jay ,Gibson's' , 
home in; Wotttlyiheon- the.' nighto:' 
the crush-ah-W.4had talc6dAe•defen i 
dint's=keys`away-earlier that'even= a 
ing.:and:; told: Mahoney :•he`:woiild ̀  ti 
- drive him;;., ., , ,. •; - ::.5.Y i,: t ;-",,'.-.4'!.: ; 

,; However, Foz;said, he;.:•latei.,told;! , 
Iviahoriey` it••was:•ldo•,late;•to:•: •+ 
:ttie;trip"they-had plaii"id I i gave 
the keys back<to:IViahbciey<pn;rite' 
co Nfion••°thatihe drive :' st'aight+to' , 
tits rieartiyfiome.'•  

He:•felt secuie'and;tie•fele'safe" ••• 
said Hildebrand;: iotiRg=JMatigiieya, 
probablyAhoui , t":I'don't:tiave?to'; 
dcive.:arlyti[Qiei .I'have soineone° 

who will drneFme;wtiere•l wank to ''''• 
;• go ̀ TtidYkgaYe•himmSore alco'hol•or4 ", 
he consumW5'-- drt{•alcoh'bV6d,got 1 
. to that, levelfrl• •an'd'then }the •' 
g ,ys •says,-f k,m,-noK v.,m,—not ., , 

•u Here ala''yQt keys• At'yth`at== 
twh 

s eoizy o •• 
:we art :tiytng to develop:" ' V;. 
ctiw skF"•satdlviahone' ,  

liven thes s• with the unde j tand ̀ r 
tug thtihe ould go §•ttatt dome f''i 
Howerr, he said-the prosecution : ' 
ew.:t>te' sttttatton Hildebrand ex ; 

platned Woud`z'come aipduring the r. 
tri --and tried •to ;addrtsss•it dttrtng a 
jury_selectron =  . 

"If'.you , think `about some  
questions we.;put togetherJur), ' 
you hold somebody responsible in ;, 
. a drp)iken rconditton',+causuig this 
particular results Otic+ recollecpon 
of all•the,attswers was +,YesThen.I . 
,factoi+sd , ̀Even rf•tbey drag,•tto 
theezCent tliat'thFy didn't'°'retirtem-,• 

r •, 

ber,or didn't *all', r;didp..'T, 
what they'ere doutg; is that an ex,,= 
ruse?'Arid"they sard.SNo'And'thaf 
was:'the reason why.: we, asked the 
question;_ .. ,,,, - 

Hildebrand°said;the defense-,does 
not*_ P%e.the 021 :blood;alcohol: 
test results, but Mahoney would noE 
tiavgbeenithttntozicati'd >f.he had 

-'l known he,would4have to drive 
that evening ,,,, 

"•I thtnicx tiewas•, reasonably'ut 
toxicated Fv•hen he :left Jay 

,said:HrldebrWid," noting a; 
i witness tesiified• Mahoney was 
r givew-a glass'jjof liquid that came; 
out of. a vodka bottle that"iiight. 
don'ts think. he knew whati he was 
,Wr,L.,l1L•y,l 

didn't anticipate driving home," 
said Hildebrand.. "He got to. Jay 
Gibson's. Consumed some • al-
coholic beverages and reached a 
state where he doesn't know what 
he's doing." 

Richwalsky said yesterday he an-
ticipates concluding the state's case 
today and, state medical examiner 
Dr. George Nichols is expected to 
testify. The defense will then begin 
its case Monday. 
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M a n  who lost -family eyes. 
Mahoney for c o-mPassion 

By MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor  

Telling 15 members of a Carroll 
County Jury about the last time he 
saw his wife and two daughters 
prior to when they were. killed in a 
fiery bus crash near Carrollton in 
1988 was difficult for Army First 
Sgt. Lee Williams yesterday. 

However, it was no harder than 
dealing with the changes the 
tragedy has brought to his life over 
the past 18 months since the 
nation's worst-ever drunken driving 
accident took place on Interstate 71 
south of Carrollton. 

"It was hard keeping my com-
posure up .there," Williams told 
reporters several minutes after he 
testified in the murder and drunken 
driving trial of Larry Wayne 
Mahoney yesterday in Carrollto 

Mahoney, 36, of rural Owen 
County, could face life in prison if 
convicted of murder in connection 
with the fiery, head-on collision 
that killed 27 members of a youth 
group from the Radcliff First As-
sembly of God church. The group 
was in a former school bus travel-
ing south on Interstate 71 while 
returning from an outing at King's 
Island amusement park when 
Mahoney's pickup, which police 
claim was going north in the 
southbound lanes, slammed into it. 

Williams and 22 other parents or 
spouses were called on for brief tes-
timony for the prosecution on 
Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday 
morning. 

"That was the first time I was 
looking at the jury, I was looking ht 
the man on trial for the murder of 
my family and just the mention of 
their names and to use the word kil-
led, I felt sensations throughout my 
body," Williams added. "It was 
really hard to do that. I should have 
asked the good Lord to give me 
enough strength to keep my com-
posure because I almost lost it a 
couple of times." 

Williams, who lost his wife, Joy, 
34, and daughters, Kristen, 14, and 
Robin;' 10, in the fiery crash, has 
since remained to Dotty Pearman, 
who lost . her husband, John who 
was the driver of the bus and assis-
tant minister at the church, in the 
crash. 

"It. kind of breaks your. heart 'in' 
so many places to talk about it and 
as you go up (to testify) the thing 
that really just hit me is right out of 
the corner of my eyes I caught a 
glimpse — I'saw Joy, Kristen and 
Robin on that seating chart and you 
can't help but see it. I think that 
thought was on my mind when I 
was talking about them." 
As Williams told. the jury what 

happened to his wife ând two 
daughters, he stared toward the 
defense table and Mahoney. He 
said the look was intentional and 
that he had hoped the defendant 
would look back. 
"As far as I'm concerned he's the 

man that killed them and I wanted 
to be able to look at him and I was 
wanting him to look at me," Wil-
liams said. "We hear a lot of tes-
timony how he is feeling sorry. I've 
heard a lot of testimony how he 
would like to say he's song. Well, I 
would like for-him to tell me he's 
sorry. I'd like to see some compas-
sion. I want to know if he's hurting 
as bad as I am. I want to know if 
he's as sorry as I am. 

"I just wanted to see if he would 
look at me. I just wanted to see if 
the man that is sitting over there 
being tried for the murder of my 
three girls would have the compas-
sion to look my way when I looked 
his way and I didn't see that." 

During the months leading up to 
the trial and the days since the trial 
began, comments have been made 
on radio and television shows and 
printed in newspapers concerning 
sympathy Mahoney. and/or his 
family have received. Mahoney's 
attorneys have said their client has 
received cards and letters of sym-
pathy and prayer from Kentucky 

and as .far away as the West Coast 
and Canada. 

However, Williams noted that he. 
and the other, victims and victims' 
families have received a great 
number of cards.of sympathy since 
the tragedy took place. He said he 
had no hard - feelings for people 
who sympathize with Mahoney, but 
pointed out for each card of support 
Mahoney has received, the victims 
have received hundreds. 

"That's fine," he said. "For every 
letter Larry Mahoney gets in sup-
port I can show you a hundred let-
ters in my office in support of us. 
There's _always going to be some 

people, some other people, who are 
accused of ' drunk driving, some 
families -and good friends, but for 
every letter he gets in support of 
him, I'll show ".you a hundred letters 
plus of support for us." 

Williams said sympathy or not, 
people in .the United States want to 
see justice served in this case, He 
said they want something done to 
curb the number of lives lost each 
year on the nation's highways to 
drunken drivers. 

"People in this country want jus-
tice. People in this countt?y, who 
have lost people murdered from 
drunk drivers .want this state and 
this country to do something and 
they're tired. df it," Williams said 

"And for every' fetter *you get, 
you're going to hear about that. If 
you want, I can show you letters 
that come in to the church or to the 
families that will outweigh his by a: 
lot. People in the country want 
something out of this — they want 
justice like we want justice. They 
are tired of this, hand-slapping 
thing. 
"The first day that I was up here 

for the trial I picked up the paper in 
this local community and there it 
was where a guy was fined $200 
for drunk driving and 77 miles per 
hour_ speeding," said Williams. 
"He got a $200 fine, a $150 fee and 
$57 court costs, but if you look 
down about six columns here's 
some poor old guy that's out spot-
lighting a deer and he got a $1,000 
fine, 30 days in jail, took away his 
gun, took away his hunting license, 
took away his light. 

"Are we talking deer or are we 
talking lives here?" Williams as-
ked. "I guarantee, people will think 
twice before they go spotlighting 
deer for that kind of penalty. But 
when we just continue to let people 
on the first and second and third 
times for drunk driving (pay) a 
$200 fine, go to jail for 0 days to 
serve on the weekends, what kind 
of message are we sending to the 
public? Twenty-five thousand 



LEE WILLIAMS 

people plus have died since May 14 
and I Oink people in this country 
— I want, it and everybody else — 
wants justice. That's all I'm asking, 

See: CHANGES 
Page 3, Col..=n 1 

*Changes . 
Continued from Page 1 

for, just some type• of justice. Just 
some type of punishment. 

"People say the laws are too 
lenient. Well, in a way I agree but 
in a way I say we've got good laws 
but we need judges and we need 
people - who will support 'the -laws 
and uphold them." 

Williams said keeping his com-
posure. while testifying in the trial 
was difficult' because .glimpses. of 
his past flashed through his mmd.m 
the seconds he was on the witness 
stand. 
"Today was a bad day," Williams 

said. "When the lawyer says, 
'When was the last time you saw 
your family?' for a second or two I 
honestly. saw Kristen walk -down 
the hall to the bedroom. I remem-
ber putting my arms around her, I 
remember kissing her good-bye and 
telling her I loved her. I did that 
with my two girls. Every day I. told 
them I loved them. 

"I remember for some mason I 
went back to the back bedroom to 
get something out of the bathroom 
and I looked out my window and 
.saw Kristen walking across my . 
backyard heading for her little 
friend, Jennifer Arnett's house. All 
of this that I've told you just comes 

NTUCKY 
to my mind while I'm answering 
that question and I remember in, the 
last few. minutes I- remembered 
seeing Joy and Robin- pull out of 
the driveway in our black-LTD and 
I remember the look on 'their faces 

they were happy. And this all 
happened. on the . stand - today, just 
quick glimpses of there." 

Wil h.ams said being .close: to. the 
seating chart the" prosecution has 
used to show'where.the 67 passen-
gers on the bus were-sitting at-the 
time of the crash was also difficult. 

"Until the other. day I• honest to 
:God never knew-where Joy, Kristen 
and Robin where at on that bus,••"" he 
said. "I was .'surprised ; to find out 
Robin was sitting on the other side 
and I was surprised to find she was 
not sitting with her mother. I honest 
to God never knew because I never' 
.wanted .to sed,.".I -don's have the 
..courage to look-at that.•' The:chart 
"that they showed where the'remains 
were found — I refused to" look at 

that. That bothers me because every—. . 
timp.. I . see ̀a bus I ppicture..in ,,rpy 

:;mind, where Joy arid. I6isten and 
tolu• were sitting; *If I"w "'View 
that . chart 'where they found the. 
remains I would wonder a thousand 
times, Why couldn't .they have got 
out?,How close were they? Was"Joy 
near Kristen? Was Joy near Robin?' 

"I heard on the news -where Joy 
was an aim-length - away * from one 
of her daughters. *1 don't know and 
in a way . I don't want to know. I 
told Dotty, 'Take the newspapers; 
cut it out, put it up and someday-I 
think I might want to look at 
them."' 

"This is the second Christmas 
I'm going without my two. 
daughters and I've missed them 
every ,day," Williams added;--'The 
other day I wasn't here and _ the 
reason I wasn't here was it was 
Robin's birthday. Have you ever. 
spent a birthday at a grave = and 
you. don't even have her• sister for 
her mother to cry with? What do:` 
you do? You look right. next to 
them — they're. all three laying 
there. Until you spend a day on 
your knees crying your heart out at 1 
a grave for a little 10-year-pld gril 
who turned 12 — that's/ tough.. 
Where is the sympathy? Where is 
the sympathy from the public for 
us. If he's . getting 10. letters; I've 
got a lot of letters too for Robin's 
grave." 
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. According to- Williams, although 
he is angry at Mahoney; his anger is 
more deeply seated with a greater 
overall cause. He said he has faith 
in the • jury hearing the case and' 
People of Carroll County that his 
message .will be heard across the 
state and nation. 

" I don't hate him,,' Williams said 
of Mahoney. "I'm angry. I'm angry . 
because I want justice done. I.'m 
angry because this state and this na= 
lion is lefting' drunk drivers' -walk 
away with nothing. And folks the 

very same drunk driver that took 
away my - wife and my two. little 
girls, every night there is a drunk 
driver on the road and what are we 
doing . to them — what? That's 
something we need to think about. 

"I challenge you," Williams ad-
ded. 'Pick 'up the E-town or 
Radcliff, papers. Look at what Har-
din County is doing to the drunk 
drivers on second offense — noth-
ing. And this is the county where 
the worst bus wreck happened. 
What are our own judges doing ... 
in my opinion we're letting these 
drunks go and we are going to con-
tinue to let them go and people are 
going to continue to die on these 
highways until something is done. 
The next time it -could be one of 
your families, It could be -your 
wife, your husband, your kids that 
-are butchered out on that highway 
and then your opinion may change 
on it too. That's why we're angry. 

"Everybody says, "Are you 
angry against Mahoney?"' Wil-
liams noted. "We don't hate him. 
We area little angry, ' but we're 
more angry at the justice system 
than we are anything. I've talked 
among the family members and we 
want to make sure something hap-
pens here. We are concerned, 'Are 
we going to get justice in this state? 
Are we going to get justice in the 
country?' 

"I will tell you as .I told you the 
first day I was here, and I mean this 
with all my heart, for the jury from 
this county I put all my trust and all 
my faith in them. I believe they are 
-good people. And I can tell you 
something, I have talked to several 
members who live in this town and 
I have been treated excellent in the 
town. 



. "I stopped to get some gas the 
other 'day and I'm going to tell you 
the.. people are . good ;in'• this com-
munity and I don'( think find 
a better group of Kentuckians in 
any town -than in this town. right 
here. I think it is a wonderful town. 
I was up at (the General Butler 
State Resort Park lodge) and I was 
treated fantastic : up there.- Nobody 
knew who I was and ..i just really' 
appreciate •:. the : support, the kind-
ness, and the'love that the people In 
this community , have shown me 
and my family and I just thank 

for.,tk► L",. 
The. mPecava.Williame anti nthar 

family'.` prig ≥ers, he...hasYFtafkediko 
want to send from this trial is that 
drinking and driving don't mix and 
that if you are- responsible for the 
'death of someone while. driving 
under the influence, you will spend 
the rest.of you life inprison. 

"I can only speak for a few of the 
f"ilies that I've talked with," Wil-
liams said. "What we want is for 
Mr. Mahoney to go to prison and 
stay there for his natural life. Robin 
was 10 years old, Kristen was 14' 
and Joy was only 34 years-old. The 
average age on that bus was (a little 
over 13 years old). These people 
lost their lives and he needs to lose 
'his natural life from freedom and 
he` needs to sit in prison. That's jus-
tice. 

"It ' doesn't bring anybody back, 
but- that. sends out a'signal• to other 
drunk *-drivers that there is a penalty 
to, pay and; he owes that and he 
owes that to society. He has lost, in 
my opinion and that of several 
others, his right to freedom. For the 
rest of his life he should stay in jail. 
I'm sorry' he made that choice that, 
day folks to drink and drive. You 
didn't see where anybody twisted 
his arm. He was going around fom 
bar to bar drinking. He chose to do 
that.' He chose to get behind the 
wheel;. and turn that key. He chose 
to get out on that freeway. What 
choice did -our 27 people have? 
They had one choice -- to get on 
the bus ' and come . home.-No, he's 
lost his • right • to freedom ', and. I 
believe that's the way most of us 
feel. We want to see justice done" 

Williams said. although he still 
thinks Mahoney should spend the 
rest of his life in prison, he would 
personally feel' better if he 'could 
talk to the defendant in person and 
hear Mahoney say he is sorry for 
the tragedy. 

'`Everybody says he's soryr," 
said Williams. "I want to see it for 
myself.. I want to look in his eyes. I 
believe if you look in a person's 
eyes you can see forgiveness, you 
can see concern. People see those 
things. I want to see it ... if you 
can't look a person in the eyes 
something is wrong. I want to see 
the compassion. 

"It would help me a lot," Wil-
liams added. "I'll tell you what I'd 
like to do, I'd like to get rid of all 
the lawyers and I'd like for just me 
and him to sit down and talk about 
it. I want him to tell me he's sorry. 
I've heard he wants to and I'd love 
'for him to tell me. I mean it would 
help me be a whole lot better. I'd 
have a lot more compassion. I'd 
like for just me-and him to sit down 
and have a good honest discussion 
over a cup of coffee. I want to hear 
that he is sorry Get rid of 
everybody, just me and him." 

Williams also questioned 
whether a couple of emotional 
breakdowns by the defendant in the 
first week of the trial were exam-
ples of sorrow. He noted the sob-
bing breakdowns might just. as 
easily be guilt. 

"It is an indication that for the 
first time he is hearing something 
that he has been protected from all 
these months," said Williams. "I 
believe he has led a very protected 
life." Williams said he believes 
Mahoney does feel sorry at times, 
"but I believe it's guilt... He hasn't 
done anything that we haven't done 
and I believe it is more of a guilt 
feeling than it was of a sorry feel-
ing — my personal opinion.". 

Williams went on to add that like 
birthdays, the approaching holiday 
season brings back memories of his 
life before the. tragedy and the 
loved- ones he lost on May 14, 
1988. 

"Christmas is coming up. This is 
my second year without my two 
little girls," said Williams. "I didn't 
put 9 a tree last year, but when 
you dig out a box of ornaments and 
you see the little cookies that a 
little nine-year-old made at the time 
and put her name on there, it hurts 
to open these things up. Or you see 
all the little cards that we got or 
you see those special things that my 
two little girls did for Christmas 
because their mother always let 

1-them'4i ake'Christmas orna_m_gM.-_ 
Try that'sometime. 

"It is hard to open that up," he 
added. "And you know one reason 
it is hard? Some of the other family 
members can open up a box of 
Christmas ornaments and if they 
see something that brings tears to 
their eyes, they've got a husband or 
wife and another child to. cry with 
and say, 'Look, this is'what so-and-
so made.' But when I open up a box 
of things- that came from Christmas, 
I don't have anybody around now 
that I° can say, 'Look, this is what 
Robin. made, this is what Kristen 
made, this is what Joy made' be-
cause they are all three gone. 

"I 'can share it with Dot, what 
they made, and she'll sit there and 
cry with me or the other kids will 
sit there and cry with me, but it's 
different. I don't have one of the 
three to share anything with. Their 
memories are all gone and this is a 
heartache and it makes me angry 
when I think about it. I think it's 
normal to be angry about it and 
that's the way I feel about it." 
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By. MARK CAMPBELL 
Kentucky News Editor 

' The murder and drunken' driving-
trial.•of -Larry -Mahoney cgntinued 
yesterday as _the' jury viewed a 
video--tape .of. the crash --scene' and 
gota clo se- up, "look of the fiO tank 
that exploded;, killing 27. people iri 
a tragid- 1988< collision between' a 
chui&,bus:and a-pickup truck pear. 
Carrollton  .. 

Tire:: tape and ̀ fuel tank -. along 
.'withAestimony-by a Kentucky State. 
Police' accident re o'nstructionist. 
who spent over; 1;800 hours roves-

::ttgating ° _the:. case,..wererpart "of the • 
evidence presented.-iri" the "seven_ th 
dayAdf,•.fesi"bny An , -tfie trial of-
Mahoney-yesterday. 

Mahoney, " 36, .6f  itiral ..Owen. 
County; is.'charged with.27 counts. 
.of m.-uider, 42 counts of wanton en-
'4angerment; '•l2 -counts of assault 
and one count of drunken driving in-
connectionwith'the tragedy. . 

Police :claim - he had. been drink-
ing'•:wlien.,. a 'allegedly drove 'Fi s 
'198VToyota:pickup truck head-on 
litto;a':bus owned by the First As-
senibly of God-church.-in Radcliff, 
Ky., on May. 14, 1988: Police. also 
claim Mahoney' was' driving • north 
in the 'southbound lanes of Inter-
state 71 when the accident occur-
red. ' 

In testimony yesterday, Assistant 
Attorney General .Paul Richwalsky 
Jr.,. special prosecutor in the case, 

spent about five"hours interviewing, 
KSP Trooper :Henry. Paul "Sonny". 
Cease Jr. Over. the-past 48- months 
since the crash, ; Cease has 
reconstructed .many 'aspects of the 
ac6dent ,and was : called`as an ex-
pert • witness. " fo'r: , the= piosectition 
yesterday. 
.,According to-.Cease, his inves 

tigation - .involved 75 lioiirs'at'the 
bus crash scene; 300 Hours, on the . 
vehicles :involved-'in. the' tragedy''" 
and ;1;880 total hours on the case::`* .: 

Part'of the testimony presented' 
yesterday included video images of 
\the ctiarred.•church *bu"s'as well--as. - 
testimony' o ' how -the bodies :-.of• 
children- were . piled on_;top" of one 
another wh'eie they_'had:died trying''.: 
to Bee'the burning bus.  

Cease'said investigators were're 
quired. to' conduct several••rbody. 
counts. before 'finally identifying': 
that 27•'people actually perished.in 
the fire. He 'noted -ii was not until " 
the. bus — with . bodies still intact 
= was removed to the ' Kentucky 
National Guard Armory on KY 227 
near, Carrollton.on''a flatbed-trailer' 
that investigators were able . to 
climb,. aboard, sort through the 
remains. and finally 'come 'up with 
the final death toll. 

After esiablishing the final count, 
the long process of removing the . 
bodies :from'the•bus for autopsies 
and identification then.,. got . under-
way. 

"We-j would -take four orfive 
bodies ,,out at a time before we 
would have to, use the jaws-of life. 
. co•ta in and cut. the seat .frames 

out of; the bus," Cease •said. "The. 
bodies had dried and were wrapped _ 
around,'-'( stuck - •to .the -metal seat 
frames: That-was.the only way'we'. 
could get, them out." 

ase,said,he.kep Ce t a chart_of-.1he 
position and' :location -when. -each: 
body_ was, found-and" later- referred 
to a chart: of the bus interior. With 
the '27"rvictims mapped .out'" in` 
replica 
As Cease-testified concerning_the 

victims`Y charred remains;==many • of-
their family. members Who were n 
the.coatrootIvl held-hands anddab 
bed' at tears ahoney • wpo broke, 
downland si; ibed:twic•-duririg'6es=.'- 
timony. last`.,'eek, -sat quietly; star- . 
ing forward with'his head lowered." • • 

The.* chart. -Cease' -referred to' 
showed that ̀ the 27 victims were 
scattered from-,'the driver's' seat at 
the: front 4466:67-passenger Ford 
-school bu's to:•the'ninth row. Most 
of the bodies:•were, found between 
rows -s"ix and- nine of the ll-row 
vehicle..-
The body.. of • the ,driver..'of Alie 

bus,.,John .Pea' nian," was found on 
the driver's side. of the vehicle near 
the window at fow five. The body ' 

'See: TRIAL 
Page 3, Column 1 
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Continued.from Pagel 
of `the church's - youth - minister, 
`Chuck Kytta, "who was standing in 
'the frond stairway near.,the point of 
impact, was- found near the driver's- 
seat at the, fro of the vehicle. . -

Ttie - bodies • of - .two girls who 
were origirially!-sittingIn'row five 
prior to the impact were found near 
the rear of the bus — closest to the 
emergency exit -where most of the 
40 ..passengers who -escaped the 
tragedy exited the burning vehicle. 
Crystle Uhey, - 11,. Ai Sandy 
Brewer, 12, had gone over four 
seats before* succumbing on the 
back of -the' 'passenger side ̀ seat in 

:.row nine..     .   • . 
In*. -other evidence .yesterday, 

Cease- showed,. "the jury , about 20 
minutes of videotape taken after the 
crash. The tape showed bright 
flashing emergency lights illumuiat-
ing the battered and fire-scarred ec-
tenor. of.-the -former Meade County 

I..School -bus. The' shadows of -fire 
fighters:and other rescue workers 
could  be seen moving around the 
wreckage. , , . - 

Scenes showing bodies were not 
included in. the tape, which mem -

berws d victim's families could not tview from their ¢eats. However, 
many -of the family, members 
remained in court following yester-
day's final recess to view, the tape 
after the jury had been released.' 

Cease and' state Medical -Ex-
aminer Dr. George Nickels ex-
amined the bodies in detail and it 
took at least eight hours to 
photograph and diagram the posi-
tion of the bodies inside the bus 
and remove them from the vehicle, 
Cease said. _ 

a 
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'to investigating the accident scene 
and helping remove the bodies; he 
was.also -involved in several other 
aspects, of the investigation in the 
' first, few days and -over the next 
seveiaf montht. 
,''`.In;sfaci,' Cease was the officer 
who;obtained.blood samples taken 
froin.' -, -Mahoney at • Humana 

. . ; Hospital:University of Louisville. 

b ' Cease also testified- that the • leaf 
•. spring .assembly, dropped down and 
r ̀'began' 'drig8ing on the roadway 

some' 44 feet. after the-initial point- 
of impact. . 

& ::Richwal*y,- declined , to relate 
what significance or influence the. 

,,truck hitting• the. fuel tank had on 
11,,E the accident or the-fire. "I'm just 
•11-• :presenting, the. 'evidence on what 
!happened, he.said. 

::;He""also attempted to interview f Defense attorneys in. the case 
Mahoney at the' hospital ,two days "said Cease's testimony that 
. -after ,the • crash but was unable :to - Iylahoney's truck 'xtually . collided 
'.";contac't him 'and eventually` ex- #,. with: • fuel tank came as a 
'fv.ecuted:t•an`.:arrest ,warrant. on -.0 `; s . 
.•;count ` of rliurdq,' w,li n.,°:•lhhhoney. t,was the first I've heard of 
I •tv arged onNiayY16; 1988 ,,..:td Jack• "Hildebrand; ' a 

a • ount ; o , : e ' defense attorne in the case who 
•, 1 oQPe `• '1 said - Mahoney•s , . attorneys have yr,tragedy; also. involved a reconstruc- .•; 
:'= tion- of'th'e accident-as.;well "as:tes- retained their.own accident experts 

er in .: timony .related .to. the puncturing of . the crash. 
iii . which studour expert has then dent' r, - e: ̀bus fuel '; ;tank` and physical t. 

;evidence linking the vehicles in- x: occumng is significantly different 
.5' volved in the crash. :.;, than the way Sonny testified = I 
`•' :" •s.Cease said;the bus fuel tank w ̀ k̀  shouldn't say significant, but it's a 
:• little different " 

r, ruptured. by apiece of the. rear as- ,., other:witness yesterday, 
sembly on •the right leaf: spring of „ Y y, Ken-

YF %-' -' he b̀us. He said the spring and its , tucky-State. Police. Detective Tony 
, mounting hardware had : been Moffett, said, investigators have 

J,:.. ven rearward on impact` with k1 -been able :to deterniine the 60-gal= 
a,-lon •fuel-tank on °the bus was- filled •'.'Mationey's truck:.... - : • " • •. ,r, 

' Cease said. the spring assembly bi; only .: 22' rniles.'prior-. to'.the crash 
{: 'w punctured .a 41A-inch hole iri, the k•`, , .. J the dnYer'stopved at a Chev-

1 ron station. of :the' Glencoe exit on - on' fuel  ;.. o1Lgs on betweenithane truc n secondary °'. Intd rstate 71 in Owen County. 
also resulted . in` the steering Tes rnoflyl by .Cease yesterday 

•' alsb',incliided a detailed account of -,also 
. on.- .the "front of . the ,:: how+•I•fahoney's trick collided with 

pickup to hit the fuel tank tlie'bus and another  automobile in 
;Yesterday's - testimony marked ' . h -the . southboun& lanes of the ' inter-s-' '.1 the .,,fir,st, :time anyone connected 

` ; : with 'the' the' case has said the ppidkup t 
truck actually collided with the fuel . 
taiik:'-` In "the past including a 

1•, .h 'by 'the National =Transporta-
r• -: bio ' Safety Board = investigators 

have • only said - that the, tank was 
punctured by.: the. .leaf spring .as=. 
sembly. . 

e rear if. the' leaf spring':as-
semlily made contact with the tank 

`: and- punctured the hole ' and ' moved 
rearward-slightly, and then within 

r ' a •fraction •of a second...the pickup 
1; trick itself made contact with the 

tank and moved it back 28 inches'," 
K , .said Richwalsky. at a. press con= 

ferenceaater. yesterday. 

' state as •well as :physical -evidence 
that link the three -vehicles. to, the 
'accident. 

Cease .said,paint,chips,:.bioken 
;.tail ltghts ;preces4l viiryl 'r`aofirg 
and other pats ̀• from . the :three 

s — 't ,vehicles have been"'uo- -link' 
ahem to the accideht-.and establish 
the chain of events that took place. - -
He said the points of impact 

between the bus" and pickup truck 
were established'" by the head-on 
impact areas on.theii'front bumpers 
as.well as a broken'lug nut'from the 
busy • shat- -was : embedded.- in • the 
pickup. He said the bottom,stairstep 
at the•front,door bf the.bus also left 
an .imprint in . the pickup , truck and 
the hood: bu of the- s punctured` a 
head rest on the passenger seat of 
the.pickap. 

Cease`said the gas' tank had been - 
pushed back •28 inches from its 
original„position and .was supported. 
by only one of its two original met-
al support brackets. The. .trooper 
also"testified -the cap on the gas 
tank was not standard issue. for that' 
particular, moda.of bus.: ` 

Cease then '-told the .,jury the 
pickup truck, careened around in the 
roadway,with. its: iear.iiumper. strik-
ing : • a 3 QZ7 Cadillac= driven by 
Fraizelle Eberhardt, Akron, Ohio. -
' The. 'rear end. of the trtick ap- 

parently became -airborne -land 
struck' the car as high as IK feet -up 
on the:Ieft.rear'quarter:panel;.tear, 
'ing the vinyltop;>breaking•a rear -
window and► tossing • pieces of "the 
truck's broken tail light assembly 
into the back-seat of the car where 
they were later _ found • by "inves- . 
tigators. " 

In earlier testimony; Cease said 
his reconstruction has estimated the 
driver of the Nis could have' seen 

..the pickup truck coming •-toward 
him on the wrong side of the road a 
little over two .seconds -before im- . 
pact.. = . 
He .said skid " marks indicate-

pearman, who was- driving in the 
left- lane of the southbound lanes, 
was swerving toward the median 
and had applied his brakes at - the 
time of .impact. However, there 
were no. - skid- in - from the 
pickup or Cadillac. 

Earlier yesterday; • Moffett, .who -
was assigned' .- to- document 
Mahoney's whereabouts on.-May 
14,1988', testified U "could account 
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for Mahoney for all but• one hour 
nand five minutes prior to the 10:55 
p.m.,EDT crash....' 

Hildebrand -said "'"defense , •attor- . 
:ney's'e.Quld• .:`possibly"• account; for-•-••; 

•• that •tiii3e•Iapse; -but'offe'red'iio• ex-' 
. pla>jauon at a ' piess conference, . 
' yesterday:.. > 

Cease '. continued' his testimony 
today • with cross . examinations .by , 

'defense attorneys. 
Richwalsky.I .said. he intends ,to 

have testimony later this week from 
spouses'and family members of the 

,. 24 children- and• three adults killed . 
in the crash' as well as the- state 
medical examiner.. He also said. he 
could conclude his case this week.' 

Hildebrand'- said if • the prosecu-
tion completes its case this week =— 
regardless of the day — the defense 
will begin its case on Monday, Dec. 
11. 

AttoineysTor Mahoney said their 
client has.received numerous cards. 
and letters- from all. * over North 
America.' 

,̀We'v`• jeceiyed an .average of 
about.:.- IQ. letters a*• day, prayers, 
cards and leuers•'of support,'', said 
defense. attorney Russell Baldani. 
"Most of them :are from, Kentucky, 
but we-have them from'as far as the 
West Coast and. Canada. (It's). just 
people saying they 'are -praying for 
him and they. sympathize with- him 
and.. they, sympathize• ,. with; hi 
family. •Obviously; every.-one's ,difI° 
ferent; but they hid` ming fr'om,.all ' 
over 

Baldan.i said a. letter  .received 
yesterday: contained only 
Mahoney'ss name and Carrollton, 
Ky'., as an address. 
"No ' address 'or anything and. it 

got all the way:here." . 
Baldani said Mahoney has 

received letters since--the- accident, 
but that .the flow of letters •has 'in-
creased since,the trial started.-
When asked if the survivingvic-

tims or the faingics of 'those. killed 
had received _similar -. letters, Rich`-
wal•ky said_ , "Not to my.. 
knowledge." 
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• W:' Y r _.. Pei Henry Sonny ` Cease auses during testimon in .the murder and drunken dnvmg :trial of Lariy •1Vi p 
•• .... •; .4 .., ahoney yesterday in Carrollton. Cease, an accident reconstructionist, 

gavea;cetailed`explan`ation ofthe accident including a diagram of where the bodies of the 27 wholdied in "the'bus crash: 
_(cJiart at right) were found. (Pool photo by Ed Reinke. People 

,_' i•'l••Ti3=3iiii"r?«#••3•s̀ i•Td•i'eiZGt'!$ II17.•8Td.YTi4ft=.9•T•y1S?b]P•tlYIIi3Y•t9Y$Y•iNfefries  



By:TED M. NATT Jr: 
AisodatiOress writer•-

He also said'there have been about 
2 million bus accidents' since 1977, 

LOUISVILLE, ' Ky. — Federal of-. when the federal- government im-
fi6als;haid':ho reason to believe that, . posed new 'safety `standards, for 
' `the ;.oce, an of a , church bus hit school buses. 
^heac yon by a pickup truck would not "In all those accidents, we haven't 
have had time to escape before'the , had a situation Pike occurred in this 
•bus became engulfed in flames, ac- particular crash," , Hitchcock 'said: 
cording*, to , testimony' at a hearing 
Wednesday. 
.."Up until May 14 of this year, we 

"So we're talking about millions-to-
one probability that.all of the factors 
are going to add up here to cause a 

total of 150 people ' were killed in 
.school bus crashes. 'But he said only 
14 • were riding in the buses;, the 
others were either pedestrians or 
drivers of other vehicles. 
Of the 14, ten were 18-years-old or 

younger, Boehley said. That com-
pared with 6,352.people between the 
ages of 0-18 who were killed in car, 
light truck and motorcycle wrecks in 
1987, he testified. 

were ;patting ourselves on .the back problem. Other testimony Wednesday in-
for,.it ,good.•job we had done," said ,̀̀We don't design our requiremen- eluded a discussion of drunken 
.,Ralpli•Hitchcdek, director of the of- tsJ to prevent on"f-a-kind' . ac- driving. 

,; -.fic6w -,vehicle,safety .standards 'for Joents." :` Dr. James-Nichols of the NHTSA 
thelti6fiaii1ighway Traffic Safety ; Hitchcock•said.someof.the.safety , ,testified there must be more sanc-
Administration. • ' "Now , •we're • 
reviewing •all' of our. standards for 
lius'safety.". 
Twenty-seven ; people died of 

smoke inhalation May 14 when the. 
bus, :owned by the First Assembly of ; John Habberstad, a consulting the first-tirne offender. 
Go d• church, in' Radcliff, built into. engirieer 4specializing• in ,•accident. I ,'Driving without a license is an in-
flames upon impact with the pickup reconstructibn,' testified.- that,a cage •„ visible offense .., so if you ,takethe 
on Interstate 91 near Carrollton. ,' may not Have stopped the fire. •.' . places awa y, it becomes a visible of-
; . Ne, ,: pickup truck -'driver, Larry The fuel tank was punctured by a fense." ' 
111a13oney„ 35; ;gf;rural,'Owen touniy, apiece of the, bus',s leaf spring assem. ..,.•t•• The: NTSB's hearings-are to. end 
. •has•pleaded'innocetit'to`27 counts of ' ;bly'that broke,off'shoruy after im-
murder and other charges, including. ' pact; he said. 
drunken driving. The •front wheels and axle of the 

We believed that there were suf- i.bus, `was k̀nocked rearward some. 
€icient exits to allow the people to get eight feet on impact with the pickup 

'' .out in a reasonable amount of time 't ,truck: 
and,'up until this crash, I don't think "It wasn't until some 50 feet down 
'we've.had any indication that that • the, road ,(from impact) •that•a free-' 
uya5notso,'.'.Hitchcock•said. flying projectile (the.spring assem-

''; Hitchcock's`, testimony ' •came' on bly) penetrated the tank;" ' Mb-- ~' 
the ,second' day of National -Tran- berstad said' :•"The tank guard is, riot . 
•spofiatiori-Safety.Boardhearings onf :,.,designed to prevent penetration by', 
the fatal crash. In other testimony, a an, object such as this, It's meant to 
cansùlfant "for Ford Motor Co./ protect intrusion from something 
which -built the bus's chassis; said a• like the pickup." 
cage around. the bus's _fuel'tank may 'However, "If we were fortuitous 
not have prevented;tfie fire:' : '' enough ' that the spring' were • to' 
.,,Hitchcock said results of bus'in-. deflect off a portion of :the .guard, 
tenor-flammabilty 'tests had in- then, yes, it would have been preven= 

•. 'dieated paSserigers -ori a., school. bus; •, -teal." 

standards implemented in 1977., 
would have affected the outcome of 
ttie crash. ' ' • ,' 

`.`The question is,: would it have 
prevented it?" Hitchcock said., 

;;would, have'an.adequate amount' ofs•' In other, testimony, the director of. 
;time''-to:get out of a bus before'it bu '.. the National Center. fora. Statistics 

' Y and Analysis for the NHTSA said 
e, ad never had an occurrence. .since the new standards were im 

where anyonewasi ble to get out posed1rT 1977, there have been lust' 
on,a timely basis because of;flam ;nine fatalties ,in a firerelatedbus' 
,̀ rash: +`_a mabilty»problems,". -,HHiittcchhccoocckk'sard: 
!" T1 e're' were sorrie :close calls ,• but William Boehley said the '1984 
•thgy were able to'get off." ' crash in Essex, Mont., was different 
f;4iitchcock testified that,it usually from the Carrollton crash. because 

,L:.,•1'I .:.....,•.. 
h• m'butes to evacuate•a bus- the'nine died•as a result of trauma. in 

' he wreck, not the fire.. 4nl.fourito five'riiiiutes for a bus to'y' X 
ecome enguTfeii•in flames > 3 ''-He -also -testified :that ̀ in` •1987,`• a 

'tions,'•imposed on repeat .drunken-
driving•offenders and said -he con-
curs with a recommendation 'by 
'Mothers Against Drunk Driving that . 
license plates'be confiscated'from 

today ,'when the final three of the 20 
;scheduled witnesses testify, 

v• 
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uses :cost :many-,: ounLy'.nves 

J stuff .— it s •nearly• impossible t the other factors came into play: Of the .' 
- .. ti.,w.ay.4,Ct;. >.•• `tti e,tit•. .. ,.. o .n, C .'{° Y}=.,•i' •i•.' .... ; •: •S •'..e..,. "1;...fS •••- , f .. - , 

i. esion -lack of esc : a routes•cost:_.ari youpg.ves f. y 

By. The :problem "was mainly that every 40' survivors,: '19 cgnsented to interviews 
and ANDREWt WOLFSrON ; %'' • body was. ;trying;ao get •qut th'e ̀door-ate :,with The Courier•Journal,,and,'their ac-.. 

Writers S c•, s.• :_ • '• ,, odce and falling dove on top of 'one sir 'counts, of; the 'second-w b►is avr cic in 
16x a;>passeti-*U"S btstory revae ed th 8t 

„ )ytneteen of;the;survi:4ors'of the May I4' * ,get,-,who,:p•illed to; safety, many .of :those, . ' " '  
bus crash ., ear O All fhe 'victims were' seated in the n CaDt>jlton,•Ky:; Shave, con who had fallen.fz  ,. 4• x ; ''front'seven rov+s;• and almost all were in 
firmed im''interviews;:that the; lone emer Sr r The wreck occurred as. the •.bus. was r r' ' 
gency exit;in the reat,•tile. Auick spread,,of turiiing 67-people to the Radcliff First'As• -. the firstfive.,,:*l.•• f;-;, ••a  ,t, 
lire,-cramped ?;copoltipns ?;and' panic com •• semtily -of God'after"'a°d'ay: at"I -ings'Island ̂  "'° Although fire..broke •out"i'n'ahe ftont 
tiined,to•increase-the••;los•of-.life of- the bus -within seconds .after impact, near Cincinnati:. Twenty even•:';peofile 
,{`There's-no,:way lyou'd get 67. people off' ' were killed..: s•%, '•-T s •'.µ •,' ,i•,• ̀stl.' yen passengers„in t>ie Yirst five rows 

a:bus alive, especiali throw a caged S _ some in remarkable ids on. 3i gti .one•.*door,.. Police •say •the accident was. caused by Carey Auientz, in the first:rgw, dashed 
said David; AValliser,, 14;;oneof; tpe.,survi- , a drunken driller:'travelidg̀•.the wrong way.. ; .wr..,•. >: r .- , > .. •. . 
vors. }'Fire, r panic ' and:; ail that kiridl of. on Interstate 71; 'but 'once it happened,,r • fa -. See LACK, 

PAGE 14, col. 2, this section' - 

Continued from Page One: ̀  Although the rated capacity of the bus 
down.the'aisie and got -out. Janie Padgett in the Carrollton Trash was .67: - and 

ti ` climbed' out a. window .from her, second- that was :exactly how many people it was 
row seat Tom .Hertz. and Mike Jefferson, carrying it was congested, and :the 
-seated in the fourth row, clambered over sheer numbers contributed to- the panic 
<seats .to, reach the :back-door. ;.1hat ensued. Two children were ridlpg in .. 

-. the.' aisle at the "time-of-ihe clash, and at 
X Nobody ,suffered. more than bruises, 

. .or: cuts from the impact of the least one youngster tripped over a cooler 
-bumps p - in the aisle on, the way out-: 

• ; head-on collision with -a pickup truck. Al. 
'though ..one youth -reported being Jim Gildea,-a`Ni ional. Transportation 
:knocked unconscious briefly, he and passeng all . Safety Board investigator,. said the num-
i 'file other ers were mobile within ber of people .oa •tioard did" "liinder the:' 
moments after the .crash: - evacuation —there's no doubt about it. 
N The fire spread _quickly to the back A 'Kentucky Department of _Education 
most estimates put it at about two. ; subcommittee has. °schaid It,` will- 'recom-

minutes —but not so fast, that people • mend•that middle sool•and:high '.school-
4 :didn't have 'a chance to get 'off. buses, limit childrenrto two per seat, in-

S 
•f 

•W 
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 stead of three,.'on activity -trips outside 
Within seconds of the- accident, the district boundaries. . 

front-sWrwell was in flames, and after The evacuation of the church bus also. - 
about' 10 seconds; •blinding. smoke had was slowed because tiie last row of seats 
reached the rear of the. bus After about ' 'blocked part of the:•374nch-wide• back 
,,two minutes,' a strong blast shook the bus. • door. 
` Investigators • believe 'the .Neat 'may Stephanie'. Howard,`who sat in the last• 
have caused, the' drive shaft, a closed cyl'= 
inder filled with -compressed air, 'to .ex- .row, described'• being'caught in, a .logjam 
plode as passengers tried. to squeeze through 

Fire ..spreads .rapidly on school buses,' . the - foot-wide space between the two 
even, without the leaking , gasoline that benches in the last row. ; 
fueled it in this crash. New federal rules that -went into effect 

In one industry test, when a sack of 'in 1977, a month after -the Radcliff 
crumpled newspapers was ignited on a. church bus.was built,'require greater ac-
school=bus seat, the ceiling temperature ces do the rear door. New buses have 
rocketed to 1,845 degrees.in 160 seconds. a bench that seats two people, instead of 
— less then three minutes. In-another,. a 'three, on one side at the rear. ' 
bus was consumed in les'than-four min- Although many of thew-children had - No children were found closer to- the 

their schools, they. prdved of :litUe value. 
in _ 'preparing. them for this_ -.accident, 
many, survivors said. In the drills;'chil-
dren filed off the buses=row bjrrgov, wait-
ing. their turn, and often ,using: just -the 
front, door.: ;" _: - =` - 
:The drills bore no'resemblanceao the 

real thing; 'said Cheryl ;Pearman, :13. 
"When we: got up, we jumped. up and. 
piled on-top of.each• other._ It`wasn't sin-
gle-file and wait for-.one: another to:get. 
off: --.. You didn't think -about -anybody 
else:" 

Gildea; of the safety,board,•=said the 
fact that:some peoplefront rows 
escaped suggests. that the fire was'sgrvi- 
vable. He said everyone might have been 
able to get .out.had it.not -been for the 
logjam. 

State Medical Examiner George Nich-
ols said everyone moved after the. crash.. 

"I found no evidence -in the'.examina= 
tion of (the) 27 people:of•any significant 
trauma short of the smoke inhalation and 
the fire," Nichols said; 
- Nichols• said the 27* bodies'on the bus 
were found in•the .alsle or aisle seats' 
and•most were facing the rear of the bus, 
indicating they had tried to flee. 

In :addition, most of the victims were 
found at row five or farther back in the 
bas, Nichols said. Driver John Pearman 
was found in. the aisle even with the sec-
ond low and he apparently "was herding 
kids" toward the rear exit. 

Kytta was-found ̀up 'fro where he had 
been standing; before the crash. A fire 
extinguisher was .at his side. ̀  

"It looks to me as if people - started =to 
move. and didn't get' very far; ̀ Nichols. 

;.said: •-
Once the aisle-became clogged,.passen-

gers understandably began to push. Some 
fell, and ; with ; vision - limited by -the 
smoke; others. dipped over theme, - 
A nunmber'of-suryivofs — Kim Farmer, 

Quinton Higgins, Juan •Holt and. 'Dariin 
Jaques = were overcome by smoke in 
`.the aisle while waiting to get out. They 
escaped oNy.becaise Weir friends pulled 
them off. 
Two slightly built passengers -=' Pad-

•gett and Eric, Thompson — went out win-
dows. Otherssaid ;they didnt think us-
ing the windows, -which,'' at 9 by 24 
inches, were not intended - as exits. 
Many survivors sWd'extra exits would 

have saved lives — a- conclusion also 
reached by .Nichols.. and Carroll County 
Coroner James,,Dunn. 

Nichols said; : "Anything .' that would'.. 
have aided in, the. evacuation ... obvious- 1 
ly would -have saved more:' lives..' 
The Education Department's subcom-;,, 

inittee also. has said it will propose that; 
all large buses to be ordered this year!—, 
for Kentucky schools be' equipped with 
four pop-out windows, two on each side, 
which would provide a larger opening--•-
than on current buses. The state Board of 
Education must approve the plan for it to..' . 

utes, _ _ been through bus=evacuation drills -at4  front.Only youW-group leader- Chuck take effect. 



STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL MA" 

MQtsutvivors got out thamm h a nar*o, exit like 
ed in the panic; 

this;'4ifiich was quickly I 
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By BILL• WERONI{A;•:3°,••:' gotthe death penalty, and.for,•what?'•Iti 
staff. Writer, r ', ' x; . 0 walsky: said. ••For;.beuig on;;the;way°`hom , - 

f ,; ;.•. "for ;spending the.;day at an; amuseinenf" "• 
  •. - CARROLLTON .°,Kv. After.,a. "morning -targ. They, were iiii idered: This defendant j 

filled -with -emotionally charged closing ar "unfortunately killed tliem as surely as if:he 
gumepts, Larry _Mahoney's bus-crash mur . had;u-sed::a gun. .These people never had a 
der, trial went to -the,jury.. chance'.to-say goodbye :: . 
Mahoney's -lead ;attorney, William ̀Sum `"You'll never: forget this case,-- but -you'll 

mers,',his. voice-break ,'6.d. teals welling:- be:_able -to -deal with if if :you; do justice. 
in ,his'-_.eyes; ,told jurors that 46e - tragedy;. Justice: is this. case ,would, •.be;a,finding of. 
needs to.be pfifin the past and lives àeed to' '.mur gr,,assault :in the flirt degree, wanton: Y 
be_rebuk: = ' '  '" ' endangerMent:and 'driving under the influ- 
"Ladies and gentlemen,.ahe world has to - ence" -- - - - 

start anew-' Summers said. "The:.world has .: time .the families of those killed or 
got tosay finally,:'We've .taken this dog and-; Qured -on; the Radcliff First Assembly of 
for :18= months 'we'.ve:stoned. him. We .can't G̀od ;church, bus :wiped at "their eyes. and 
kill;tiim but, it's got to stop ,It_has to stop• .. reached for support. 
:.How. --much,more does he. have ,to endure? . _Mahoney, 36; is charged with .27 counts of 

''We don't do that to' g..eur;dog:ont-,home= ; m&der,12 :counts: of •assault ..42 counts of , 
C :tiers on>;the °:'street: -We:, might put him, to, - wanton :endangerment--and one count` of 

sleep; but•we don't stone-him-for.,18. months.' driving under the influence., He :s "accused 
We don't make him live with •pain the 'rest of driving drunk the 'wrong way .on Inter-
of -his - life„ which none • of us -' can  remove. state 71 and crashing: head-on into. the bus 
We can't kill .him. Larry"has chosen the. on May 14, 1988. Three adults and 24 chil-
punishment he .will live with, because the dren died, and 12 • children were seriously 
punishment-4n, his. heart - will never, never. s :hurt in • the ensuing fire. -
go away.,, •-••' , . ; • - . :. • .. •- . ••: •• •: -.. ,".. The=jury,.which deliberated:until shortly -- 
As Summers concluded, Mahoney's re-la-- f-

tives were all in tears, clutching atone an- . after 1̀0.1ast :night, .can consider the lesser-
other for support counts of manslaughter and reckless homi- - 

In his closing statement, Assistant Attor- tide instead= of murder, along• with lesser - 
ney, General Paul -Richwalsky Jr., special counts assault and wanton endanger. . 
• prosecutor- in the case, said that, .while. he ment: They began deliberating at 1:30 p.m. 
initially had empathy for Tdahoney, .he lost. . If they find Mahoney, guilty, : a penalty 
it after the defendant's sometimes-argu- phase would begin immediately. 
mentative testimony.. The defense offered two - closing argu-
"I saw a different defendant; or could it ments-yesterday, one by Summers and the -1 

have . been the defendant in •his , picture,"• :other by Jack Hildebrand. Summers . fo-
Richwalsky said of Mahoney's driver's li cured on: the emotional aspects of the case, 
tense picture, which -shows him bearded while Hildebrand pointed out the defense's 
and wearing :a cap emblazoned with the, reasons that Mahoney should be acquitted: 
words, "Ride hard, die hard." involuntary intoxication and bus safety. 
"Ride hard, die hard - it's kind of pro- 'We know Larry was there and we know 

phetic;' Richwalsky. said. "All that Saturday Larry was drunk," Hildebrand said. "But 
night he rode hard, and those people died how did he get there?.We don't know. Cau-
hard., . . sation, those are the important issues. "• 

"Is4 this the real, Larry Mahoney?" he Hildebrand said Mahoney unknowingly 
.asked. the jurors, pointing to the picture. .:drank liquor slipped to him by Kelly Os-
"You tell me when,you come: back." . 
While the victims did not have "a chance See JURORS 

fora fair trial and-an impartial jury, "they PAGE 5, col. 4, this section 
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delibera•ig 
Mahoney case 
Continued from Page B I 

orne.: "KO Cola, Hildebrand said. 
1.0 for Kelly .Osborne' and KO' for 
ock ' out, because :that's ..what it 

He .said- Mahoney's: friends were 
ere and had told him'-they. would 
ve.him; and even. if he drank vol; 
tarily, "He had a designated driv 

But the Mends reneged on the of-, 
er. "They threw him the keys and 
d;"Here pal, promise me you'll, go 

;..g4. home. 
Hildebrand said , the prosecution 

ngyer proved ihat-Mahoney exhibit- 
ed extreme : indifference to human -
life or wanton ..conduct, or that he: 
was aware 'of the risk. 

Even if he'had been sober, on 
the-:wrong side of the highway, he 
• had' no idea that -bus- was going to 
' .,expjbdedal Hildebrand said: "Larry 
caused .the accident,' but he did .not 
'cause the fire,.the deaths, the injur= 

a `Hildebrand, then pointed a finger 
at .,lie : bus' and more directly. At Yts . 
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Larry Mahoney. should' not. have to _`,..'.He said` Mahoney's: apology . to :the:; 
pay- for sorrkething Ford, Motor CO*•>-. families .:was : not _ enough-, -, even 
did and: didynot. do. Ford/, Motor Co:- though: Richwalsky said he believes') 
put that bus-66 the road and; Ford . Mahoney ̀  is sorry and. would do 
Motor Co;. knew it was`- a' hazard •ga'differently if: he coud l. 
when. they put'it._on the road. and .':«gut he can't. and: now it's time to;.; 

=. they didn't .do anything to stop . it'? paY.••, Richwalsky s id..:' 
After .tailing of Ford's problems '?-RichwaIsky,-who.asked. e-jurors 

with the fuet. tanks on Pintos, Hilde- not to let the spii it of Christmac. of-=; 
brand-_ concluded:: Mr. Richwalsky .,,, feet; :their decision; -told them .that 
said ;in his opening that it was, the,,Radcliff families .came --every; 
road map and -he was going to: show_" a  day to see. Justice done:._ 
you.. W here ,w.e_ were going to go.: .L "Theq .turn to. you to see if thla` 
submit'to you_ this road'map•should was a..crime `. luchwalsky, :said;. 
go to -D.eb;bom,=.Mich:; Ford; Motor.:_. 
Co's - Boma ,office,,, befoie 'it' ever', pointing to a:.picture'oi°the•burned 
started` wltli- Larry .Mahoney " 

_bus:.. If it.:is, what are you, going to; 
s ° ' do'about-'it? -_. i .a -

Richwalsky, contending. the case Ina separate' hearing:yesterday.. 
was -murder, pure and simple;"xtold . Special Circuit Judge--William Dunn-., 
the Jury. ihat.questions,about'whe1h- • ruled that Mahoney's•previous Did 
er the bus was safe.we. irrelevant: and two previous disorderly_.condu 
It. did.•not' matter,what• the v"ictims ̀  convictions could not-be-mentione;i. 
were riding. in,,,only that Mahoney, .during the,. penalty ; Phase•.ai Ma ;; 
was drank, on the.wrong'side of ttie ̀ ; honey is convicted; If".admissible,;; 
road and hit the bus, : Richwalsky .: thy .convictions ,could t̀iave -result. 

edin' a stiffer sentence: 
He.said the argument of tnvolua-. ; - 

Wy. intoxication is bogus because .: Dunn suppressedj those convie=_, 
Mahoney, admitted he: had' ,been b . : tt0ns •• .Mahoney, -had not= een adldvised --of ld$ti 
" drinking 'all day and Kelly Osborne' rights .when equat lieya e. -pleaded .guilty t0 ̀  
saiU fie=did not .- slip° -M •a honey , a' each: of the charges: R 

.   • . .. ,,; 

! " Buy that involuntary intoxication InfoPmation far this story.was also, ::'4l 
if you . want- then let 'him go,'.'- , gathered by staff membe r Todd : ̀ r• s 
ltichwalsky_ said. But,' . he added;`. :Buchanan. 

manufacturer;. Ford Motor Co. "finks" are - responsible - for their;;' 
He said somebody : should, , be,, actions even • if ..they- don't , think' 

-blamed for. what ̀  happened; "Butt ?they're intoxicated.,.,. 

P 
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• 0 Q'O 8`AN.Y •t ..•.. v •.e • . prosecutor Paul R"schwa Iry,heldaph"t i• rry';IN'  
Sma$hed pickup truck during'hi$ closi i$ argunre•lfs 
MWh ey;:center,; sat betweeri•' ̀ iiothe•,.'Ma ,•:quid=, ister'Deti Daug6erly, 
:top,  the duri•g 'W:bmsk•in. 
• .. ••'•..• _ .n•1»..•_..+.-w.. ...A:. v:: ti.<:t:' I:•F.SL•...;ti'... 
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He said the heiges are the people 
whb.'responded to the clash to ren- . 
der--aid and-try to: save the' 01 
assengers.on the buw - vil-

Plains dsrmanufacturer and 
siiycalIed;Sit`ends who did not stop 

k `Tory has no.final. chapter;" 
Bal&mt:'said,, concluding his open-
ing statement ,it.hasri't-been writ-
ten .yet,••'llvelve. of .your folks -will ` 
write, the:; final chapter" and the 
defense„will "lead you Wo the con-
elusion, that Larry'•Mahoney is not a 

x' murderer.-Tlie eyes of the world are 
upon os."We've all got a job to do:' 
4 ̀,,.1n ','concluding • his: statement, 

'. Richhwalsky -told'' the:•jury. 
hear , ilie' crash described in .two 1ways ,̀,-_ . as-• an accident'• and as a 

an accident ..'The prosecutor said 
,s chance, .un-is described as • a ',V , 

foreseen• •and; • undesirable" event 
while a,tragedXis,a "fatal or mortal 
event. with human I& sacrificed. A 
murderous deed." Richw alsky con-
40.ded..."t only the latter definition 
. provides "an accurate description of 
what really took place on Interstate 
17i'in.May 1988: 

After a short recess following the 
opening statements., the prosecution 
called five witnesses to establish 

the whereabouts . and actions of 
Mahoney. on May 14, 1988. The 
witnesses .included two bartenders, 
a package liquor "storehclerk who 
•was'a friend of Mahoney, a friend 
of the defendant,- who drank beer 
and ate pizza with Mahoney that 
day and ' a former' girlfriend who 
works at a package liquor store in 
Burlington, Ky.. . 

According to " Virginia "Jinkey" 
Simpson, a bartender at Drifters' 
Tavern, and Jean Chandler, a bar-
tender at Tubby's Tavern, Mahoney 
drank at least ' one Miller Lite beer 
in each of those establishments 
between 1. p.m.'and. 3:30-p.m, on 
'the day of the- crash, but •.was • not 
drunk and was not in the habit of 
,getting drunk when he visited the 
bars. 

Ronald Howard, a clerk at Ski 
*Slope Liquors, cashed a personal • 
check for . Mahoney,., and . sold him 
•three_loose:cans of beer at 4:15 to 
4:3.0 p.m, that day, but was not " 
drunk when he left he store,'.located. 
at the -Intersection' . of Interstate 71 
and KY 227. 

Kim.. •Frederick, •.•'.a foimer 
girlfriend -..of the defendant and 
clerk at Scanlon's Drive-In Liquor, 

..Store.in..Burlington,.said Mahoney', 
visited her at about 5:30•"p.m. and 
complained about being tired from 
work, confused about .life and. in 
need.of •a friend to talk to... ; -

She said -she talked -with'. him a 
couple of minutes and•asked'him to 
.go back to-,her place and 'get sore. 
sleep -'before making arrangements 
to meet him at 10. p.m: at. the-Little' 
Place.-bar in'Owenton that day.,. " 

According -- to . Frederick; ' she I . 
dated Mahoney forTbur years"ntil 
their relations u hip ended in January 
1988 when he "said he .was going to f 
get back together with his ex=wife, 
Janice :Mahoney, . " . 

Frederi&%said Mahoney smelled 
of.beer when she-saw'hiiri-but-did t-
not appear drunk and-although' he 
drank tieeriat. times *during .their:= 
relationship; : he -never drank .haid 
liquor or: got drunk. 

Hubert Layton, "a ; friend . of 
Mahoney -and brother-in-law. of one 
of Mahoney's. best friend, ..Dennis 
Mefford, said he saw Mahoney at v 
Mefford's..house at about 7 p.m.- on 
May 14;. 1988; and he and Mefford . 
helped drink a six-pack of Miller 
Lite beer -Mahoney had iri.his truck. . 

Layton. said 'he ̀ noticed nothing 
unusual about Mahoney's condition 
initially "but later after he'd been 

there a while I thought he might 
have had a few" beers. 
He said they: drank beer and ate 

pizza. before Mahoney left about 90 
minutes later. 
.Testimony in' the case is expec-

ted to continue"today through Wed-
nesday af•tp,••}•oon when the trial' 
wily-: ̀e•.. •lgng- •recess-••for Chet 

ng'• holiday. : 1`estiifiony 
will then -begin on Monday, Nov. 
27. --
Summers said,- the prosecution 

and-defense combined, are expec-
ted,-td call as., many as 140'witnes-
se$ to testify in-the case, which' 
could last six weeks to two months. 

Although testimony was 
scheduled. to -last until 5 -p.m. 
yesterday, . the attorneys were 
finished with their witnesses by" 
4:30 p.m. Summers said one reason.-
for the early conclusion of yester 
day's proceedings was because the 
prosecutor is doing. a good job of 
questioning his witnesses and there 
is. very. .little need for, follow-up`. 
.questions. 

"Paul is very well .organized," 
said Summers. "It is right down the 
line, when - it. comes out. Not a 
whole lot of cross examination of a 
very large proportion of these wit 
nesses is going to be necessary:" 
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P arroll 
.,crash trial: 

Carrollton's Courthouse was also droye byahe'ciraslr'site'"_ 
jammed Monday with members of • In his "opetirig statetneiits'Scial 
the news media, police officers and :.Prosecumr PaW Rtchwal Wtdld the 
families of those who died in the fiery < jury ttie ceS$ii,q'`ahoiit. thC'ttri•ik 
1988 Carroll county bus crash as the: cost. of dtuikt',n` dri: " '"- crthtit 
trial of I.arryMahoney gotunderway. - •.pl' p• tg , g ider 
Mahoney is indicted on 82 felony case:! 

charges - including 27 counts . of = : Mahotiey.'s;lead 
murder. He is accused by police of Russell Baldwit.'si 
driving his Toyota pickup the wrong , client had lieelt 
way on I-71 the night of May 14th and agreed tliatit`; v — 7 "Sku' tsa, 
and crashing head-on into a church hoiritile tragedy:"-';'.s; 
bus from Radcliff, Ky. The bus' gas' However;hepoiatodo>7Ctliechtudt 
Link ruptured in the collision and the ' btis was ̀ unsafe; not:: tiecheaically 
resulting fire killed 24 Hardin County =sound, its aisles wcre`bloek_- ttte 
children and three adults who became emergency door wa's .stuck * the 
trapped on the bus. Many of the 40 windows wouldtiotapen.,  saidtlie. 
who survived the accident suffered. • ,•coadition of the btis:wes`+espoiis•le 
serious injuries. Police also say the ' for many of the'destfts = ` 
defendant was driving drunk at the 19iddattiatso said client Win not 
time. a murderer . " = .. 
On Monday morning Mahoney's , Wimesses calloii :Moiriday by .the 

jury of seven men and nine women prosecutiofi. told, the-court' y ssw 
were seated by Circuit Judge Charles . Windy` i "ffive been the . 
Satterwhite. They then boarded vans day of ̀the aCcidetit..: 
to take a look at the charred remains . Mahoney's tx sA is ixpected to last' . 
of the bus andMahoney's truck. They from six to eight:weeks.•. 
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tei•daltN when e • •Co onwealth:s;•Atbb••'y 
riey l• •`v`1i • •:' t •J• pi ::Acksrian:J%„sruffe 

•tieiirt;a•tack..at a. ,:.:.•.-• .r;.: 
•fActina4; 38; aia.K '=,'se=lops: Via' 

•• •ditioo••yester•y•'a3temgoa _;a•St 
f Eliiabeth•IViediealf•enfer;:'Sopth:•ia; . 
.-; Edge, voad  

•=: j,sr'He'.§'.•holdiag his, own," ,lii's•v94fe ,• 
tt,; 61issaii 'Acknian;:4said yesterdaj►.j 
+•' after•aoon (rain the hospltai. •:; 
`• :Melssa Ackman °'sard;;her bus=y 
•:nana'broke out'.: a"sweat and= ietI 
gaa';feelingali": when -he -came ,opt 
of-the showefat,theif home in WO" 
•liamst5wn ,.• earlyYesterlay.:`;The 

:.;couple;diove•to the,'. office of:their 
•doctor;;Michael -GoodmEn,  wlieze . 
Adman was-examined. He' was-Iat= 
er.moved .ta $t ."Elizabeth South:,_ 

-• "They're:̂  calling = it 'a heart`•-at-; 
tack,"•said 'Ed Loren, one of;Ack 
Ma n's.Jaw partners.'-"'I'm told he's-. 
in seikiiis but • stable • — ' C* 6 
t10n." 
On Monday; Ackman announced; 

that he add Carroll.: Coucty. Attoi-
ney-Jarries Monk [iad -brought _27q 

,. See:38-YEAR-OLD 
PAGE 8. cot:_ 4, ihs section 

-year-old Carroll prosecutor-.: 
ospitalized after heart attack,. 

Continued from Page One 

counts of capital murder against Mahoney 
stemming from Saturday night's bus crash. 
As commonwealth's attorney, Ackman 

would be responsible for presenting the 
case to the grand jury and prosecuting Ma-
honey if he were indicted. 
Mahoney was driving a pickup truck the 

wrong way on Interstate • 71 - when it 
slammed into the front of a church bus re-
turning to Radcliff, killing 27 people. A 
blood test indicated that Mahoney was 
drunk, investigators have said. 

Melissa Ackman said she did not know 
whether stress from the case had contribut-
ed to the heart attack. "There's no way of 
telling. He's handled big cases before." 

Lorenz said: "You can make your own 
assumption on whether stress was a factor. 
John's worked long hours the past few. days. 
I haven't seen him since the bus crash." 
Lorenz estimated that Ackman, who 

smokes cigarettes, would need "several 
weeks, maybe a couple months" to recover. 

It's unclear how Ackman's illness will af-
fect the.Mahoney's prosecution,. or who will 
prosecute the case if Ackman cannot. 

"Certainly it's a disconcerting thing for 
people involved," said Capt. Neal Brittain, 
commander of the La Grange 'state police 
post. "We're going to have to coordinate 
with the man that's going to be responsible 
for what John had been doing previously. 
However, I can't see it slowing the work." 

Lorenz noted that Ackman has one assis-
tant commonwealth's attorney, Mark Cobb 
of Owenton. Cobb could not be reached by. 
phone at his home or office yesterday. 
Monk said last night: "Until I know of 

John's status I couldn't speculate on what 
will happen. I assume Mark Cobb or some-
one designated by the attorney general's of-: 
fice would handle the case." 

Phil Miller, a spokesman for Attorney 
General Fred Cowan, said yesterday that. 
state law allows assistants to act in the ab-: 
sence of the commonwealth's attorney. MillZ 
er added that a special prosecutor can 
appointed if Ackman asks for one. 

Miller said Cowan's office had not r 
ceived such a request and had hot ev 
heard of Ackman's illness until late yester-
day. 
Ackman is a 1978 graduate of Salmon P. 

Chase College of Law at Northern Kentucky, 
University. On June 19, 1984, he was ap-
pointed by then-Gov. Martha Layne Collins 
as commonwealth's attorney for the 15th ju-
dicial circuit, which encompasses Grant, 
Owen and Carroll counties. He replaced Ot-
tis Lanter, who had resigned. 
Ackman ran unopposed that November-to' 

fill the rest of Lanter's term. He was re-
elected last year — again without opposition 
— to a six-year term. 
Perhaps the best-known case Ackman has 

prosecuted as commonwealth's attorney was 
that of Kevin Fitzgerald, who was convicted 
in 1986 of first-degree manslaughter in the 
ax slayings of Roy and Ruby Bickers. The 
Bickerses were friends of Fitzgerald's who 
had loaned him money to repay drug-relat-
ed debts. Fitzgerald was sentenced to 40 
years in prison. 
Ackman had sought a murder conviction, 

calling the slayings "one of the most horri-
ble crimes" in Carroll County history. 

Officials had charged the wrong man to 
the deaths before arresting Fitzgerald. 
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By MARK .CAMPBELL, " M_ '* ing under the influence: •' ` iinued': as several 'of the` :victims i. ,-v .s.s•t•rt}n' t,. »  :-tc.. •t r. }•., 
x•,a,ctcp NewsEatior •' •. : Auer five weeksof jury selection • family:mem'bes as well as rriem 
i 4 'Nineteen months to the dad: after., and testimony liy 119.witnesses for ' :hers of his own" fariiily began. tci 
< -his pickup ;;truck clashed uttA a X : the . prosecution .. and defense;. weepIdon't kriowof ̀ anything. ̀• 
Radcliff; Ky cti•u•ch bus killing"24. Mahoney took:.the'stand. yesterday,= •else that I'cainfsay t•o'you:' 

n -and rtthree adults; Larry<' afteriioori . to .tell `the 15=member - `i knbw`,ii s not;going to ,make 
embers about the you fee Carty, ,different toward me 

and I would' probably feel the same 
way that you'feel -about me. I earl;;*. 
understand.`ihat,` "but` that's. alI • I" 
know .to say.' I,dgii't know anything 
else to do. For ,everybody Just to . 
have- to go, throi gli't1ns; I just' ant 
to tell everyhody':I'm sorry.", 
The - defendant'.s.:•..`,statement 

brought toii 6d •70- minutes of• 
testimony'hy:Mahoney:':' 

At the conclusion.'of'Mahoney's 
testimony;. .Ca>Ygllx-Circuit Judge 
• Charles F. •Satterwhite! c.alled a, 15- 
minute recess: ;MaWney's .family• 
members consoled'.:each other' and • 
cried on one side ofithe cour&ooin 
while meinlier"s'of }= file victirns' ; 
families: :'as°;we11;4as`?ctiildirti` who`' 
survived the'=tiagedy',"'held'bands,` 
hugged•each-other and`wept on the 
other , side;:,'of`=;':tfie crowded 
courtroom. 

childre 
Wayne Mahoney.: took the witness; '•Jury what: he rem 
stand and .told the victims of'that" tragedy that has •since .been called 
tragedy. ,tie is sorry;, the worst alcohol-ielatedi traffic ac-,:. 

Mahoney;,°36;" a. factory, ei'`': 6deni in U.S-history 
from Huai Owen County, testified, .'After more than an'houi of direct 
in Caamll Circuit Court_yesterilay, ..,ezaoainaiion by: William-Summers,: 
as the next to , last witness hNTis r ,.lead-- counsel • for the. defense; and' 
defense.: far. 27 counts of cross•exainination" by Assistant At-':: 
and drunken driving,, ?: °tomey General Paul Ricttwalsky Jr.,". 
On May 14, ' 1988, • prosecutors-. ;special • = prosecutor - in ,'- the: ':case,.. 

say Mahoney was drunk and•*.yI: Summers asked his client if lie had 
ing on`;the, Wrong. side of Interstate-. ':anything else to say. before leaving 
71 when '-he crashed. his Toyota•'-,,')the'stand. ` 
pickup truck into a First Assembly'. :•-< "Larry; would ytiu'aook ̀ at the. 
of God church youth group bus'W' fury; would you look at the families 
cupied : by,, 63 children. and flour ':..•••ltere, . Would you look at- your own ̀  ' 
adults who';weie retviriing.friam:an,' atnily," : said • Summers: "Is` there; 
outing;at'King'sTslaiid amusemeiit. w y►hing> else.':yat- 
park Just;iiorih of Cincinnati . _.  

The_'head.on. collision r ph itd ' '-4>"`Mei," Mahoney said; lifting his 
the gas tank•:of the ,bus, killing :27; ead; lgokinjat the i ictuns'•family 
anti senously'iiijuring' 12 others "as..•.M hers and speal#g softly.-",I've 
fire- swept• .through the passenger: ' "waiting a long time to do this. 
coinpua ent claiming the victims';' ; "I: just;want everybody:-':espe;;' 
bUfore ̀ they:could escape. thmygli'yr`" tan y. the families. that were in.theh 
the rear.emergency door. : accident and: their families' I 
Mahoney could face a prison.''1. ldow'that -you all'have been;want 

sentence of:from 20 years to life'on . v":.;me to say something and tell 
each; count: of murder if a Carroll'i, ryqu :I'm sorry, grid that's;what:I've• ` 
County jiuy:fiiids hirri guilty .in the been` wanting to do but I ve been 
case. , In:. .addition to the murder t toldliot to say anythutg.,.. 
.charges;:he also faces 12 counts of x  
assault,' • 42 ,counts -of wanton: • en-= " I'want you to know that I really. 
- ;Ian;ermentand one count of, drives '• : 'am.; sorry. I ' mean this," ;he' con 

•'.I.ocated` behiridi,lVlahoney as he 
testified! 'was 2itlaige`seatiiig chart': 
of• the'church° liusthiathas•been in' 
the'courtroom foriitich ofthe trial. • . 
The chart-iicludtl,photographs and , 
.names of: ttie'.6'7`passengers on the 
bus with the names of'•those killed 
in the crash desrgriate d with a black. 
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l•d-aterial  used 
in bus. seats 
describe'd'as a 
known hazard 
By BILL WERONKA 
Staff Writer 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — The defense put the 
church bus and its manufacturer on trial yester-
day In Larry Mahoney's bus-crash murder case 
through an expert witness who said the seat ma-
terial on the bus had been recognized 'as a "se-
vere fire hazard" for 25 years and caused all 27 
deaths in the May 14, 1988, tragedy. 

"Ford Motor Co. went on trial today for the 
billions of miles they have transported our most 
.precious possessions in their lethal gas cham-
bers," ° Mahoney's lead attorney William Sum-
meis said' after yesterday's proceedings. . 

"Larry-caused -the wreck, but_the seats caused 
the deaths,.' Summers added. "All along there is 
responsibility' ." 
Mahoney, 36, is accused of driving drunk the 

wrong way on'Interstate 71 and crashing head-
on into -̀ the -Radcliff First Assembly' of God 
church bus. Twenty-four children and three 
adults died and 12 children were seriously in-
jured in the ensuing fire. 
Aided by--a video showing a similar bus being 

burned, Eugene Sober, a fire-and-safety engineer 
with the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, said that without the combustible seat 
materials, "there would not have been any 
deaths." 

At the urging of special prosecutor Paul Rich-
walsky Jr., Sober did admit, "If there had been 
no collision there would have been no fire." 
That was the only point in Sober's testimony 

that supported Richwalsky's argument that any-
thing that happened after the crash is irrelevant 
toward proving or disproving the 27 murder 
charges against Mahoney. 
Sober said the seat padding was made of flexi-

ble polyurethane foam, untreated by a flame re-
tardant that was readily available years before 
the bus rolled off the assembly line on March 23, 
1977. He added that 570 million pounds of treat-
ed foam were manufactured in 1975 alone. 
Sober also testified that in 1974 the Federal 

Trade Commission issued a complaint against 
the plastics industry, pointing out that the un-
treated foam burned much more intensely and 
caused fire to spread more quickly than other 
material. In 1983, Sober added, the U.S. Center 
for Fire Research issued a report that stated 
that the untreated foam was the "single largest 
fuel connected to fatal fires." 
';It releases .heat with such intensity, that it 

has _the propensity to explosively ignite," Sober 
said, adding that all the seats would have burnt 

a 

See DEFENSE 
PAGE •. col this section 
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into flames after one started burn-
in& :-. 
The dangers of the untreated 

foam, Sober said, were first report-
ed; in the late 1960s and involved 
more than just its rapid burn rate. 
He said the smoke generated by the 
burning material creates hydrogen 
cyanide gas, along with soot, carbon 
monoxide and carbon dioxide — a 
combination that would have ren-
dered:anyone•inside the bus uncon-
scious or dead within two minutes. 

In addition, the seat covers, made 
of polyvinyl chloride, release toxic 
chlorine gas when burned. That 
would have made the environment 
on the bus more toxic. 
The tests the state conducted on 

the' victims' blood showed cyanide 
gas was present in only one victim. 
Sober said he found that "incredible 
and inconsistent," based on his ex-
perience, adding he was "suspi-
cious" of the tests' validity. 
Richwalsky said the way the bod-

ies were handled might account for 
that, and added that state Medical 
Examiner George Nichols testified 
he was surprised by the results as 
well. Richwalsky said some of the 
blood used as samples was in solid, 
not liquid, form. 
Summers challenged that, noting 

that Nichols testified he had ob-
tained liquid blood from all the vic-
tims' hearts. 
Summers also used Sober's testi-

mony to challenge Nichols', noting 
that Nichols testified that he had 
previously withheld that some of the 
victims may have burned to death, 
rather than dying of smoke inhala-
tion. (Richwalsky defended Nichols, 
saying that was a "noble" effort to 
piotect the families.) 

POOL PHOTO BY TODD BUCHANAN 

Eugene Sober, a fire-and-safety 
engineer for the National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, testified. 

But Sober said deaths by burning 
would be inconsistent_ with the. evi-
dence and reports he had. read and, 
in his opinion,. "Anyone in that 
smoke environment would have 
been unconscious and probably 
dead before they could have burned 
to death." 
The video shown 'was of a test 

performed by Dr. Richard Custer of 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute on a 
bus in Boston. The bus had no en-
gine, and the gas tank was filled 
with water. A brown paper bag 
stuffed with newspaper was ignited 
on one seat. Within 40 seconds the 
seat-was burning and the bus was 
filling with smoke. In three minutes, 
other seats were on fire and smoke 

was at seat level. 
"Anyone standing at that point 

would lose consciousness within sev-
eral breaths," Sober said. 

At four minutes, the windows had 
been blown out and black smoke 
and flames were pouring out of the 
bus. - -
Sober said that if the gas tank had 

contained gasoline, as the church 
bus' tank did, the fire would have 
been accelerated appreciably. 

At Richwalsky's urging, Sober 
said the seats met federal standards 
and it was understandable that 
states like Kentucky would use those 
standards. 

"But it would not be wise or 
smart," Sober said, adding that he 
understood the federal govern-
ment's "misguided" methods for set-
ting "archaic" standards. 
Sober's testimony turned the day 

around for the defense. During ear-
lier testimony, it appeared Carroll 
Circuit Judge Charles Satterwhite 
would gut the bus-safety defense by 
ruling much of it inadmissible. 
. It took 11/2 hours for the defense 
to qualify Thomas Feaheny, a for-
mer vice president with Ford Motor 
Co., as an expert witness, and then 
only on a limited basis.' 

Richwalsky pointed out that Fea-
heny was fired by Ford and still has 
an active $30 million lawsuit against 
six Ford executives. 

But Feaheny denied he had "an 
ax to grind" and said he was testify-
ing only because he thought the 
deaths could have been avoided. 
He said a gas tank cage, installed 

on buses built after 1977, would not 
have prevented the leaf-spring as-
sembly from puncturing the fuel 
-tank, and the fire would have start-
ed anyway. But he could not de-

scribe his recommendation for 
avoiding the fire, even though it had 
been given to the National Trans-
portation and Safety Board. 

Satterwhite ruled it inadmissible, 
and Richwalsky said later that that 
was because Feaheny's recommen-
dation was based on current tech-
nology that wasn't available when 
the bus was manufactured. 
Much of his other testimony was 

not allowed because, Richwalsky, 
pointed out, Feaheny's expertise 
was limited to passenger cars, not 
buses, and "the bus-safety issue has 
to be limited to this bus." 

After court Feaheny said he rec-
ommended replacing the steel tank 
with one made of high-density plas-
tic. That material would not have 
punctured, he said, and so there 
would have been no fire. 

After adjournment, Richwalsky 
characterized the bus-safety issue as 
the "magic bus" defense. "They 
want to construct a bus based on 
'what if this was done' and 'what if 
that was done,' " he said. "Bus safe-
ty has nothing to do with this case. 
"They (the defense) think it's rel-

evant and I don't. But for the action 
of the defendant, there would have 
been no fire, no deaths." 
Defense attorney Russell Baldani 

said the issue is important because, 
"We think some of the parties re-
sponsible have not been indicted." 
He characterized Mahoney as a 
"whipping boy and scapegoat" in 
the tragedy. 
For the second straight day, court 

began behind closed doors. Monday, 
defense attorneys asked in vain for 
a directed verdict of acquittal while 
in Satterwhite's chambers. Two 
more motions were argued in cham-
bers yesterday. 
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NVitnesses fill in  
of -Crash, say pickup 
made, U-turn into traffic ,• 
By TOM LOFTUS. 
and AL CROSS 
Staff Writers 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — With accounts from 
eyewitnesses and others, investigators are get-
ting a clearer. picture of the events that led to 
the collision of a church bus and a pickup 
truck that killed 27 people near Carrollton Sat-
urday night. 
One witness saw the collision,• and another 

saw. the truck make a U-turn into oncoming 
traffic on southbound Interstate 71, investiga-
tors for the state police and the National Trans-
portation Saftey Board said yesterday. 

Neither. witness saw a motorcycle, said Capt. 
Neal Brittain, commander of the state police 
post at La Grange. Investigators appear to have 
discounted- reports that the truck may have 
been racing with a motorcycle. Children on the 
bus said they saw a motorcycle traveling north 
in the southbound lanes just before the colli-
sion. 
The bus -was returning from Kings Island 

amusement park near. Cincinnati with mem-
bers of the First Assembly of God in Radcliff 
and their. friends. 

Brittain would not reveal the names of any 
witnesses, but one appears to be Clint Bradley, 
a real-estate agent from Southgate, Ky. The ac-
count that, Bradley has given reporters Is al-
most.exactly the-same as that of a key witness 
mentioned yesterday by investigators. 
When he learned about the crash Sunday, 

Bradley said, he called the state police to re-
port what he saw. 

"I'd heard the reports of a motorcycle, but I 
never saw one," he said. "One of the reasons I 
called the police was to tell them that." 

Bradley said investigators interviewed him 
Monday morning. He said he was told that he 
would be an important witness in - explaining 
how the truck came to be on the wrong side of 
,the interstate. 

Bradley said he was driving to Louisville on 
business Saturday night when he-saw a south-
bound Toyota pickup truck pull into the grass 
median on I-71 then make a U-turn and head 
north on the southbound lanes. 
The truck that hit the bus was a 1987 Toyota 

4x4 driven by Larry W. Mahoney, 34, of Owen 
County, who has been charged with' 27 counts 
of ,capital murder: 

"1 was, the* first car he passed going the 

See WITNESSES FILL 
PAGE 8, col. 1, this section. 
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Wtong way. I flashed my lights and blew my 
horn," Bradley told The Courier-Journal. 
- Bradley said he had seen the same truck 

,¢swing erratically earlier just a few miles 
north on I-71, and that he had gotten off the 
interstate at Carrollton in 'part to get away 
from the truck. 
::,;; T4e first time he noticed the pickup, 
Hadley said, was a few miles north of Car-
rollton. 
,..''It was coming out of the northbound 

_l'a_nes and made a U-turn across the grass• 
and started going south," Bradley said. "He ghoiled around behind me with his bright 

ts on and just about blinded me." . 
The truck passed him, but was not going 

exceedingly fast, Bradley said. "He got be-
-hrnd a tractor-trailer in the right lane and 
:pulled up real close behind it. The tractor-
trailer put on its brakes, apparently trying 
to~tell•this pickup truck to pull around and 
.pass.-.But it didn't. . 

""Vdecided to drive around them. I got off 
at-the Carrollton exit to buy cigarettes and 
to:• just let that pickup truck get down the 
road," Bradley said. 
":`,Bradley said he got back onto southbound 
I-7h. "It was not very long before I saw a 
.T'Oyota pickup truck, apparently the same 
truck, pull out of the median -and start 
.driving north on the southbound lanes. It 
realty shocked me." . 
fle said he drove south. and got off at a 

weigh station, but it was closed. He said he 
thgn;drove south to a rest area. 

"I was looking for a policeman, but found 
no one. I decided to drive on. I wish I could 
hove done something, but by then many 

r.: 

minutes had passed and I figured if this 
truck had done any damage it was already 
over. I guess I was right," Bradley. said. 

Brittain said the witness unsuccessfully 
tried to find a truck driver to get an emer-
gency call on citizens' band radio. 

Brittain would not speculate on how long 
the truck was headed the wrong way before 
the collision. 

Brittain and Jean Fasone, the safety 
board's chief investigator on the case, said 
the other key witness was driving north, saw 
the truck traveling north in the southbound 
lanes, and saw the collision. 

This witness pulled off the interstate to 
help the victims of the crash. 
For the first time yesterday, police 

brought potential witnesses in for inter-
views. The scene was the National Guard 
Armory in Carrollton, where the bus and 
investigators have been since Sunday. 
The first two witnesses brought in for 

questioning were Taylor Fox and Phil Dow 
ney, friends of Mahoney who have told re-
porters they saw him drinking perhaps as 
little as an hour before the crash. 
They were spotted by a state police detec-

tive yesterday morning as they stopped at a 
convenience store across from the armory 
to get gas and cigarettes. 
They willingly went across the street, 

where they were intervewed separately, of-
ficials said. Fasone. said she knew of no oth-
er interviews conducted. yesterday. 

Fox's nephew, Jimmy Fox of Carrollton, 
told The Courier-Journal that his uncle told 
him Mahoney was so drunk Saturday night 
that he had offered to drive him home. 

Taylor Fox would not comment on that 
Tuesday, and was ambivalent about it yes-
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terday during an interview. 
He first said that he thought he probably 

did offer to drive Mahoney home. But when 
asked whether he made the offer because 
Mahoney was drunk, he said he didn't know 
whether he had made the offer after all. 

Brittain said investigators have , talked 
with about 10 of Mahoney's friends and as-
sociates, plus many other witnesses or po-
tential witnesses. 

"If you count everybody we talked to, it's 
enormous," he said. 

Friends and acquaintances • of Mahoney 
have said they saw him drinking beer sever-
al times in the hours before. the ̀ crash. A . 
blood sample taken after the accident 
showed an alcohol level of 0.24 percent, 
more than twice - the legal level of intoxica-
tion. 

Janice Mahoney, the ex-wife with: whom 
Mahoney -has been living, told The Courier 
Journal yesterday that the last time she saw 
him before the accident was Friday, morn-
ing, when she left for work. 
Mahoney worked from 7 p.m. Friday until 

7 a.m. Saturday at M & T Chemicals in -Car-
rollton, company officials said. 
The official state police report of the ac-

cident may take some time to complete, 
Brittain said. 
He said state police regulations require 

such reports to be filed in Frankfort within 
10 days.of an accident, but that reports can 
be "substantially incomplete" and amended 
later. 

"That's probably what we're going to be 
looking at in this case,". he said. 
Fasone said safety-board investigators 

plan to leave Carrollton tomorrow, but that 
their investigation is expected to take about 
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DRINKING BETWEEN 
9:30 AND 10 P.M. 

STAFF ILLUSTRATION BY ANDREW DAV* 

This chart shows the path that investigators believe Lary W. Mahoney traveled 
before hitting a Radcliff church bus, based on accounts from witnesses. 

nine months. 
Fasone gave few new details to the NTSB 

investigation. She did say that one surviving 
passenger told investigators that 10 seconds 
elapsed between the, time of the collision 
and when the bus erupted in flames. Fasone 
cautioned that it was -only one account and 
said she did not know what other survivors 
said. 

She said part of the NTSB probe will in-

clude extra-sensitive tests of Mahoney'! 
blood sample at the Center for Human Toxi• 
cology in Salt Lake City, Utah. Those tests. 
and some to be done by state police, will 
examine the blood for a wide variety of sub 
stances, including drugs. 
The charred hulk of the bus was moved 

to a storage site in nearby Milton yesterday. 
It will remain under guard, Fasone said. 
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STAFF PHOTO BY BILL. LLISYER . 

This acdounf:• of.the coUisiori',involving. 'o`:; four"-"cbildren squeezed into space meant The;.. youthful chatter stilled as ̀iihe'. - 
the bus from'the, Rddclif f.:i•.i 'st .Assembly : for• three. And: even- with' three to a seat,' , spoke.:' :'. +' 
of; God is based otr t}ie recollections°of 2ti ""'feet.and legs and 'stuffed 'animals spilled " ': ."Please grant;us a safe trip," said he ,, 
people. Nineteen of. the 4O.suryivors con- into- the:.foot-.wide aisle; 34=year old bank' loan officer. "May C od 
sented .to interview's, as ̀ tlid'seven•people" ""':' Wlth•the'bus;at•ltstcapacity, there were have his`handlon this bus." . 
wlio stopped to render6id: -.' '..,; a,w,° ,:,: seats' for,all..•iYet :the close quarters un- -
  ''nerved Janie Padgett„a:friend of.Joy;,Wii ' 
5., . • -- ?'s_yt+,•.• .. Hams and one of 'four':ad ults on the>tr(p. _.. '.' t'.1 ; 

.-, •a. r •..f •. '_ j.-• • • :. , !• s' -John. Pearman, the ••3.7- e I' felt- une13' EO asy,, she',yecalled.. 1 kepf;:say;*" y ar ld 
and ANDREW WOLFSON.'• • '•• • ' • .to myself; : •. ?  :associate' pastor'and the driver,of the bins, 
Staff Writers :'""' veryone• .W, on board shortly before prepared to leave. Radcltff •that; Saturday 

}; 9•,p.m •Brother {Chuck .' Kytta;; ,tge,,.youth- morn(ng;;Map I4, he grabbed an ax ah a 
' ; grop'p laad i.,'wtyose,'cha ges;fondly .call'e¢ 'ire' •exti ggicii ,from a'. second ' chur.¢h 

bus ui them on board 'W,e :ne er :him,-.-.Banana because` his name. Sounded •:.  
like "Chiqulta," §•togd at;the fro{tfland be-, 'ad,a•:need for-thein,"' he 461d ,ii" knot'•of 

lambing aboard their .bus at Kings ' gan:to lead a;p ayer..> . t:' • .i Parents; ̀ ;but I always Iike...to b'e"prepared' 
Island for the long ride . home, the 66 in.' -e t ,' 
members and guests of the youth. group.  €., 1' • ̀ iK, ` ;;" - Bees e•"o.`f a large. turnout 

ted their. sea 'dA kn win °zy`-< :' '<';v   F. •• turnout, some chit • L+ c t8, t o. > ° <nx f " : F,x3•. • ..die su & tti';takin' both•b•lses 
their.choices ẁould r ve. •,sf••r, •r f" M'>'•.' } ', q r*`" p o ftie' iriost im- y<x  n j ' s:.: eriteen=ap eis, offeredf'to.drive` theli'..ow (jsp 

''" ;.'•L•?::<>fy.:x ".,.Y : _5.t•l :Vt$,' -. •. g. 1. T ,4.... N, "rtanf of their lives. ::i. rf :.;¢'t,,:,•'"" ::t i ., y t•..,3 '>•patt 4̀ ''' cars.!'But Kytvetoed >bott#,.Sug•es•[: 
tikristen. Milt ̀iris'' 14 'had ,.s6C,:ia^. the.,' .,, <a Y; •: gr >;' • <_° n s )Iittin <u aw ail v;;i.; SaY? No'- 'fig P,. .g , ,P •., o d.•nake it_impo 

back that mornin • on the:: ride: h-orrr the: ;'00II@@2,@•≥≥F' xta<".' 'ble;t0.'sfl•erVlSe',eV,eryUlle:'w +'f•.i` 
Radcliff First- Assembl of'' God • which' • :̀ '° x ̀>"a ' `' S t. Y. !:fir•„ *,. k'' 3y`•.. % I%A ;:≥: m;x The'b S.'S'Sisle W u asso:difiicult to ne•- 
sponsored me; :p 111; .. to:the:amusement  ~`~: r',"tiate •̀that •.when :;K t' asked Ste hanle 
paik,n'ortii of.:Cincinnat(; But;,'§he 'mo••,edt„Howard;irl5;,ao';:mov 114R.om .,a;°cram ed,,: 
llp;tO the >•fourth:r w on•the return'tri •tO  si ` w ̀  P ; r t• s t > f rst4ow:.;seat;'•to,the: t•eai ,he.'told he to 
be, near, her oti r̀.,, J c .1r I.M .r.: # •:> , x?:..m3 r:,=>. .t ;!^.;'.•:,fa x,: rn e . oy,, F:r' 7., ,  bus `and:.clim k 3',:, h ° ir^ : •f: gef-,off, gp tiehi'nd : the:. ., ,7, In 
Juan'Holt' -17'•tjad'` dden in th ' third. `':>':" j<''•" f A ;* n " t -> a• ro y*, rie,em r eiic ;l :,?l , „.; ,' u :th u t e g. y.'do r.; 

.,•' ^!i •,i *' ≥£•„ ':3k <c,Nr?' ,t .._ VIY`":yail•:•:.:'s'<. .q try, `G. ro •,ln`tlie irtorn•a tieca>lse:.•:I getYia:ttou; $. ,:.,: .:'> •. : <<••' : ° r' 're f• . g «. k • 's.: ,f , ;The youngest 'chil'dren ori• bo d, ae ^! R•' '.If.•.._ . r; ' uaay ;. vc ≤:?u L. i.:z'4Q' a ' .... •iGit+' ...> •, , •.'v.aa• , bte (, wheri`! R" i t':`in-, tlie, acit.•.:,;WhenN.lie •; , ° „ s i; :  " is=:S .R •! i; 10'iyear§=old;' the. oldest, youth "wast:l9. 
"' «. ,e. .eta: >f.'' •_'.. `•y:<,>. ,$,: :;S„≥,:'>'•".it^ • 

an ~z Tlier a -were .67 in• all ' includm " P.earm 
Q•rls'in •hiss a •so-he≥found::s'ace•inthe' ;;„<.u:• .,. ,. 

.P. t;..,. rl:rw r"r•'-r•;t,' `;%; uc, ..r %3 ,,eQro1s;. ?v,•s - :.5;..: . J ' Y , i. :`vi j35 .ww :>., 6•'3t•£••1>}1A(3AN `: ti• rte' . 
s ttie,`See .MAY 14;.:x'988 .ta .. s l' ecU ' OA' i• PAGE•14 'c li'•1 •On seveial .,of-,ttie39-inch-wide•.benches•; 
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Coi•tiriued from Page One 
tlLt•some point •Pearman pulled off the-. 

—'•35 girls, 28. boys and the four adults. 'highway fo "gas, and most of "the*children-
any.were active in the church,;s'.youth 'took` advantage of the pit stop; filing  off*the 

gr,=yp. LIFE, an acronym for I:Ife . Is Foi bus •through the front and rear.,doors. 
Everyone: Katrina McNickle, • 12;;  bought" Reese's 
They lived in Radcliff .and Vine Grove .pieces, and Damn, Jaquess, 15,::got some. 

anT'Rineyville and Fort Knox and Eliza. ,Nutty .Bars.".Darnell bought so much can• ' 
be ht 4w1. and Ekron. .. dy-it overflowed her Kings. Island souvenir 

row, had just had her-braces ,removed:• Pa ' Returning 'from the.'restroom;. Christy 
trivia'' Susan: Nunnallee; .10, in the second ' pearman, 14; bumped' into her: father,. who 
ro had recently placed third• in an• Opti• ' kidded her about sitting with her 'boyfriend 
m`' is Club speech contest. in the. tiack, instead of .up front near him: 

ammy..Damell; :16,•was making her sew. • "Obi Dad I_love you;" she responded. 
enth "church' trip to ' Kings, -Island;.' even "Are"-you sure ,.kbout-Ahat; kid?"-
th¢•ugh. at :4 'feet 9,: she .was, too. short` for -"Yeah," she. sald; Pearman• -then ran his 
many,rides: -' handAhrou h his daughter's hair. . 
Naperone Janie Padgett, 45, had:.been to The: group quickly reboarded. 

thtpar$ only once before,. in 1976, and the McNickie '— in .a move that- .may well 
.trlp!", s -miserable: The family car -was have saved her Jife — gave -her front-row -
nearly ruined in _a.•hailstorm, and her son seat to 14-year-old Kashawn• Etheredge be-
ali` 6,st drowned in-a motel .pool. • • cadse"...Etheredge had become ill. She 

some measures; this day at Kings-Is• moved.,to row eight._ 
la also. was' miserable. ;The gbregons -'E: J:, 13; and,Monica,'15 -

e ;wait, for some rides was as long as listened ,to.. music;: on, their -headpriones, , 
'hpiirs,' '4he llne -for the spine-tingling as' did Sandy. Glover, 17;, arid. -her sister,' 

VM,ex`-s roller:. coaster stretched .ahree-  
gt'aiters -of'the'•way across the park. :' : Jason. Booher,.,t13,.and C̀had• Witt chatted, 
indeed, a recorded announcement at the about"how` school •was almost over —'only;' 

panic's front gate,;droned: "For your. com- "..nine. mot m:.days! ' '  
y;a Joy: Williams complained' that, she had a .• 

foil;}Fonvenience and enjoyment, may we stomachache` • because :s•he'd :eaten too 
suggast,you visit another day?" • . ... . ' much ".. ` 
everyone laughed," said.David Walliser, Kytta stood beside tlie; driver, on the 

steps by the front door. 
$most of the children had fun, drench- ` Katrina •Mueller, 13, sat. in' David Wal- 

ing f>iemselves on the Amazon Falls water ••l sei's iap::iritth ,eighW•rowa while .Conrad. 
ri•wthrilling themselves on others.. Garcia; 14, sat on Stephanie Howard s̀" slap' = 
- 1-fihe end of.the day, as. they stopped to :in,the'back 'row.•.., y •_.... 

bu}"', pretzels 'on. their way to the .bus, Joy , 
W.0_liams,. 34;,pointed to a;;penny' and ..told -Monica Obregon.perched on A. small cool 
Philgett to .pick: it: up. t ̀ .:' ' er•in the aisle'one row-from the. back; .while . -
d•seemed a little silly to Padgett, but-but : - Enc"Thompson;• 15, Iay,:down-,In. aisle. 

lialilsllfisisted. "See a',penny;` pick`.it "up," -•'' W'et. frod}•,rides,*andwitti-..the day's tieat -
s •'aid:;-"The'.rest..of..the day you'll have. giving way to cool _night; air, the children. 
goedluck." :.. , closed most of'the windows 

Paadgett-put the.ppny. in: her pocket: - .But. Padgett, who •was' dry and: cramped' 
'flie.",`.bus .was supposed to leave . at 8:30 in her second-row seat; was. hot: It:took four -

p.m' ;sharp; but . several boys, including people to open her window;`but after atxwas . 
Chad dWitt, 14, were - late;. they had•_ gone lowered; she recalled,' "I- felt ..: sort -of "a . 
back: Into the park, to win stuffed animals relief. ". 
fo `theia girlfriends. Most of the children; were sleeping, •or at -

4Wi'l•*, eturned •with a. 2-foot crayon for. ••least trying to doze-'O.. _ 
Apili;' MMills, 15 . , 
Koine children asked if they could stay 

eo,•;later, to•watch the fireworks at11I. But ' t was;,10:55. p.m. The bus-"was, in the 
K)flta said no. He didn't want them to sleep,, passing-.1 !' ';_,"limbing out.`of the. Kentucky,:. 
IOAJhe:next morning and:miss,church.  River valley:along.;a.curving'sectIon'of In- 

terstate 71 gix'• miles south of Carrollton:''' 
Dearman briefly ,flicked 'on'•the interior ; 

lights'and glanced in1is.rear-view mirror.. 
;Besides, many of • the children, ' like ' as others tended. to:Kashawii;-Etheredge' in 

Tammy Darnell, . had only 'one thought: in 'the'. front• row; • who was .,still. 'ill: Then': he 
mind: "I wanted to get home and crawl into` returned his'gaze to:,the.-highway-and.cried:. 
bed:'' "Oh ;no.  
A clock on a billboard read 9:02. as Pear, :Tom•Hertz;:• 15; in'the fourthi.row onAhe,, 

man wheeled the -bus out of the parking lot. 'driver's•side,"saw•a.pickup: truck,c'oming'at: 
the bus. and,thought, "No, we .won'tget in -a ' 
wreck; tha ..'never. happens tome." 
Dearman slammed_ on' -hii*,brakes and 

jerked the bus to the left; trying to dodge 
-- --

f 

Cynthia Anne Atherton, • 13, in the firsl cup. 

"I could hear the'skidding," Padgett said.: 4 
never.' forget `.the, skidding; .the skid-1 ' 

ding."- 
, Stephanie :Howard,,thougiit Brother John: 

kesi was just playing,. -', that;he'd ,hit.t, , ,b 'aid ̀  
'just to-get the children's: attention; as he. did. 
sometifiies ̀".•wt►en:we .ge't•real ,rowdY.' 
Jamie l` ,Hardesty; :16; ;tiiought. Pearman' ; 

was just tryin•to'avoid .a deer, :.  

four•wheei-drive " ;Toyota pickup 
hurtled into the right front comer of the 
bus,. ripping,'a 3-inch'• gash in the bus's fuel 
tank, which was juif,betiind the .front door: 
'Purchased in 1987 from the Meade Coun-

ty public schools, the, 19.77 Superior bus was 
one of the last manufactured before. a fed-. 
eral rule requiring`: additional crash protec- 
tion for: fuel; tanks:; Tanks on buses built 
since'then:have been surrounded by a met-
al'- cage, y a 
On the seat besi6. the pickup's driver = 

Larry W.: Mahoney 34-year-old. chemical 
worker from Owen; ;County - sat an open 
package . of. Miller • Pe • beer, the' cans still 
cold::.A test. would 1̀afei• show his blood, had 
nearly 2yZ times the 'alcohol necessary for 
a: driver to- be presumed drunk under the 
law.; . 

arry Flowers, 16j, An the next-to-last 
row, shot forward !',A6h, impact, cutting his 
.chin on the metal bar,on the seat in front of 
him = "a straight,-c an cut, like somebody 
took a razor blade'46 it. 
Tom Hertz also lwas thrown into a seat 

back, and ̀briefly kabcked cold, and beside 
him, Kristen Williams tumbled into the 
aisle, 
_ .Carey . Aurentz, • 1,4; was 'thrown to .the 
floor •from tier front-row aisle seat. 
-'But,,". Tammy' Dai•gell, 'who' can "sleep 
through.anything,".,dozed through the crash. 
Add several passengers barely felt:a jolt. 
.For-a moment; there was silence. The 

children were. stunned,.! puzzled. 
Then. Stephanie -Howard, looking out the 

window at'the' 08ttom "of the rear door, saw 
a '.narrow trail. of fire on the road: . 
. And Jamie Hardesty saw a line of flames. 
shoot out 10 feet from the right side of the 

•:- `Within--: eeonds, =flames Were; inside, 
..the stairwell, leaping from floor., to ceili'n`g. 

They' lit: the. bus like; a .floodli&6 From, 
the .back; children .saw :their. friends' heads 
1houetted 'in•,a strange glow.. •• . 
Pearman• seemed ,dazed; shaken. ,but he 

turned around '-and' hollered; •"Open the 
door and 'get .'em ;out!'t; 'K'' ' ' 
Conrad Garcia, his ribs bruised from hit 

v 
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ting the seat• in front of him; jumpeo-'into- 
the aisle, fumbled with the emergeney•door 
handle, .then kicked-' the door : open. "This 
bus is'going to blowup;":.:he.Jhought.._,:. 
He kicked 'a'cooier. from the, aisle and 

jumped:out; leaving behind .hWcomb,'a pair 
of'socks and his Bible...'.'I just wanted to.get . 
myself off the .'bus,. he .said.: "I didn't, want: 
to die." 
He was the first passenger ..to make it to 

safety. . '.•• *. 
Howard tried to follow him. *But with the 

37-1nch=wide .doorway., partially ..blocked; b?!_., 
the.,. rear benches,- and with. other' children 
trying to -squeeze, through too, ' she 'found. 
-herself in whuman logjam. 

In the front; stairwell,'. where: he',was , 
licked • by flames, Chuck- Kytta raised - his.: 
hands -and' shouted, "Lord, :I'm: 'coining 
home!„ 
Two seats behind "the - driver, Padgett. 

stared in horror at the growing inferno. In 
seconds, the flames outside the bus reached 
halfway up.the windows. And Inside, "The 
flames moved back so fast, .1 remember. 
thinking, 'Oh. God!. We're-.in trouble!' .-"I 
thought we were all doomed.` 
"Then I felt the heat." 
It brought back a childhood. memory, of: 

the times her,father would burn his tobacco. 
beds. ''The second Dad lit the flames,. -the 
heat hit you." 
The next Padgett knew;' she'*as lying-on 

the pavement outside the bus; her h̀air. and.: 
eyelashes singed. The'5-foot-2y2'inch wom= 
an had managed,- to squeeze through•the.9-
by-24-inch frame of the window beside her. 

In the sixth row; the•buckle on one of 16-
year-old Pam'Uhey's sandals seemed as if . 
it were melting into her foot. 
"With most windows closed,: Jamie Har• 
des , in row nine, felt-as thougif,66A been 
shut inside an oven. 

Thick black smoke billowed:back ,to •Har' 
desty's seat in -10 seconds. It. smelled like 
burning tires,' he thought,. like' burning Sty-
rofoam., rofoam: In the seventh row, Cheryl • Pear.-
man, John Pearman's 13-year-old niece, 
couldn't,see -beyond her-nose. 

Eric Thompson; . who wps lying in the 
aisle, his head a few' rows from the back 
door, jumped up;but found his .path to'the 
rear blocked. 

of him;' but he' grew impatient:• ; 
Earlier, he' had .felt- a breeie iii6dgh an"- 

..; open 'window;°•In••, as :instant;°'he:-tiounded• ` 
over ,three +ows of?seats :towatd -ih6t win-
; dow • `= •actuAlly.• moving•••toward the fire #• 
Th°en:he lunged°out..fleadtlrst 3N° 
.Caught ln•the aisl'e,yKatrliia"McNickle be='•► 

•;,gan';to choke' on ttie •̀ thick smoke: "It: felt.:" 
like:there was'no`more .dir,leff:, Pressed': 
forward •by th`e°iniassrof'people, she;tripped_"; 
`over a ;cooler; alien was thrust out the back:'f 
C. • -.Two seats from-th'e' back;,Tammy Darnell ' 
-stepped into-• th'e;,,9We'!and'•instantly was. 
,.Shoved•into:the,•last;row;;:then-into a•window: 
post;1hen lntb1he floor's.hinges:'Her co11a; 
bone broken,'she:fell to'th&floor'and some 
one.dragged heroff fhe ties: ..' 
Hardesty,•• a nMeaoe:+County' farm.` boy; 

dashed, oven.seats'to;th'6'%ad exit; awl ere 
he -,found' a' ; pile-16 chlldrren blocking:'the 
way. ,Like a.,..,fullback' at • the goal line, he 
dived over the heap; landing on the-pave-• ; 

Kim°Faririer,1.6,,a.French-horn player in' 
.. the-.: North.. -Hardi fl igh School ': marching .. 
. band;: stumbleii'tdto1.6e •aisle -from teir'seat 
,next to Hardesty::;;;  

"h remember getting: to the back seat, 1 
and' t was"•pushing on ).people ̀ itS- fidht - of 
ine," she saidr'Th6i thesmoke; It: got ̀ real;,; 
black: and:!I• It passed;.out AndjI :just- quit. ' 
"was like just;,dr tting,oft; •.. ;,, :.. =.h:::'.: ' : ; 3 .k < 

Juaa 'Hott,°~ln..ttie.)sixth-, row`,pushed .and 
rpried his way thoughtri"eaisle,to within an a 
arm's;reacti of .ttie: rears exlt;;4Ttiere, he..fell 
an was buried under: a'cascadetof ).falling 
children.. "Get; off, me!. Get -;off.-, me!" -he 
'yelled rbefore losing.,consciousness and :be-.. 
ing pulled off the•..bus.:: 
Carey Aurentz picked. herself up .off the 

floor, In the-front: row and .started ,up...the 
6isle.. She .gofonly. a short;, dl stance before .- 
being' stopped :by;. the ,pushing,!--. clawing; . 
crowd. She became ;:disoriented; then . . 
passed out: 
From her.seatin row, eight,"Christy Pear 

man couldn't,. squeeze. -into the aisle. .',I,: 
;;:-,wasn'(Joo'sure I'-was-goijiing;.to:make. ft out" 
' -Desperate,• sTie:"••clim•ied=•aver•ti;_row,-=:of:•.•_• 
seats;so hot it ."kind of melted!'•the palm of 
. „her right' hana.. •: ;- " . ', •-.  • ' 
:.UrchingAnto• the, aisle, she _turned to•find 
herfather;' and bsaw.. hi u "fin :fire;' ' 
•extinguistier rn,.one hand. •• - -63; 

{ f.• :C -,15!;. • 3 -.: .. 

OctMon; :.Dad•..;. c'.mon Dad;':. ;`).tie yelaed , 
"Get off the bus:" She:tried: to move up: ttie' 
aisle, to help 1i.Im but someone grabbed•.her• - 
leg and she fell Jo'hir_ knees. 
Tom Hertz saw flames-,spreading toward 

his fourth-row.se'at. 
"I've seen ttose-''signs that say, 'If Jesus 

calls, will you, answer. .' I guess he :had the 
'.wrong phone-.- number for me because I 
knew I was going to get'out.of there.- I just..,: 
wasn't going to 'die:" 

Hertz .firsf:'tried.to,1d& out-the window, 
to no avail...Thea he grabbed: the hands' of 
his seatmates,Mike Jefferson, 14; and' Kris-
ten- • Williams; and : together•:.-they ,  : began 
jumping over-seats. ; ..; ti : -: ':• 

Hertz passed.Pam -Uhey'in.thp kM :row, 
.who was- just sitting,:jooking. At. the fire. "I 
sort of nudged her on: the shoulder with my 
foot and'said; ?Come... on!':.But she-'did not 
move, so I kept- -on,'going."• " 
--Across the • aisle, he saw Chad: Witt : and 
April Mills. hugging.-. "They wouldn't. move. 
Everyone •was ,yelling at them,-'Come on; 
get out" 7 . 

In the aisle,' cbildmn were falling atop-
one another. "One person would-.trip and 

-, everyone behind,. him would start falling 
down Into the 'seats,-falling and tripping and 
trying to get out and :everything like that." 
Some - panicked. -Others 'seemed to have, 

Continued on next oaRe 

Continued from previou9-"page 

been overcome by" the, smoke.;!, ... . 
:The smoke felt dike;at ? •was:•eating 

your lungs apart,",Hertz:said.-.At--the 
re r, the looked:back;:and saw;;. that., 
the flames, fed ::by;; :the seats :and 
clothes .. and stuffed....,. nimal%iOrhad 
reached the fifth •or:;:sWh_'row.: 
.;Unable to take,:another,;breath,•."I 

just saw an open-ng;tkthe.;doot-and 
decided to .go." 

Standing - outside,•;the bus ,:.in ; the 
-highway'-.' .. Median;.,-,,Janie.,, Padgett-
forced herself:;to;;turn -and°nook at 
the-4indow:• thiough which she:had. 
escaped.  
"And at that instant;,J. gave .up all, 

hope '.for, my- friend :Joy.;and-.. Robin; 
her.-daughter. And-'I 11,tnever ;forget 
the helplessness :i;Yielt . ', 

"The•.bus lookedri40;stories:i.high: t, 

• eary after ̀1.2-- hours on the 
road,: student Geoffrey-.,Pinkerton,. 
driving from Hamilton' College_ in 
Clinton,. N. Y., almost had made it-to 
his;fainily's Shelby{iille home.•Tben 
h6 e . cam over a kise and •' W'•'the 
orange" glow. 
Tie - stopped his ̀  Car and •, Tan'. to-

ward the burning bus; see•ngJigur6s 
moving inside; many'• ' 41affid."Ffre 
raged' from the'segts'to^fh'e'telling: 

"Help•' pie!" some' ctiiidrWm ,cried 
out' :. r..% 1.;  

Ofhers called foif'tti'eir , mothers. 
Despite shoutsthaf'''th` 'tiI 'was 

about i. to . blowt, Jamie": Hardesty 
picked limself up Doff ••thb'pavement 
' behind•the bus and•began•,pulling his 
friends out.. ''A" , ezplo'sion ""'*as 
something that'I just wasn't, worry 

':ing'about." . 
First he pulled, off Jess Durrance;. r. 

16iathen Christy 15earmari; her, arms 
. lwalready''' blisteredtr`•otne' `'children 

cried''ouf for, hicn ffrfQ4iarYie. Every= 
one was, blackened` li 1§d t. 

It' was about a minute,-Iaftei'the' 
crash, : and the' alames had" worked 
their' way halfway. back. "And Har 
desty,.,:kept.. pulling; 'until ;,there, w 
:nobody left in the door,' 

Still, he_ • could hear' screaming 
froin,.further.instde;  
Grabbing'a•pipe that :had broien 

:off -the• bus, he -smashed;;windows 
both sides, but ' all• "he saw, .were 
'flames., ;,. ;r•,;;•;,a:•• 
A short distance'lie'hind' the. bus, 

Larry'; Flowers, 'who stands 6 feet 3 
inches' .tall; grabbod ,,;Pam;,.;Uhey.., 
whose younger; -sisfer (.;Crystal;. °13, 

.asatill on -board:' 



Pain- Uhey struggled. °to" Break` 
free,=to race back onto the bus land 
it took .'al1 of Flowers' strength- to 
restrain her. '  
."'I want'my sister!" she screamed. 
"I want my sister!" 

His hair singed, his eye plackened 
and*`a :huge knot forrniing.•on*-hIs; 
head, Hertz searched:' for his:Mseat 
mates, Mike :Jefferson°-and •Xtisten 
Williams. 'Jefferson he 'fourM; firs 
arms and`face burned Willidms`he 

Cheryl Peaiman'-seatched ftanti=~ 
tally for.. her . cousin Clirrsty l?eaT ' 
man.'She finally found ̀tier, her4facQ 
and*arms.badly burned,,in a ditch. 
'Eric Thompson couldiirt find ̀  tiffs 

sister 'Emillie, 13.. , "I 'A odght "that: 
she; had; just run off somewhe 6, 4-n: 
shook-or something. 

Jason :Booker and 'Cheryl= Pear-
man-• grabbed one ofIasl °ctiil=: 
dren -•wW6 -managed' to-stumble off 
the bus: -Jason' held the girlby the:: 
arms, and,Cheryl grabbed h`6i-legs.' .. 
But- Cheryl .-had:to 'drop.herl•za= thin 
girl's skin -was- too ' hot- to tduol% 
Tammy Darnell lay on the ground', 

at-the back'oflthe" bus,. heritoliar-' 
-bolfe broken, thinking one*-thinp,•"I 
want my-mom." 

Within .two. minutes, by most— 
at=-counts, flames were shooting:outthe-' 
rear exit. 
There were several small` expl'o-: 

si6ris that some children.,believedk 

came from hairspray cans or tires. -
--By the time Geoffrey Pinkerton 

got from his car to the back of the. 
'bus, it :was filled with fire. ' 

Carey Aurentz dreamed she was 
riding an -,upside-down roller coast-
er,'which was making her sick. "I've 
got. -to get off this roller -coaster," 
.she said to herself." I've got to:get 
-off this roller coaster." Almost in a. 
trance; and ;struggling ..to breathe, 
she 'climbed over seatbacks .to the' 
rear door 'and fell to the ground. 

Katrina.Mueller, severely burned, 
..fell:,in-,.the aisle,:. stood again;.-and 
then-stumbled out:.- ' 

Ciaran Foran, 14,' screaming at` 
th'e,top of her lungs;:_ her hair-and 
shirt aflame -also crawled out: A 
trucker picked her up and patted 
flames' out with his hands. 

With: that, everybody•.who.:;woi ld . 
escape was out of the bus. 

Through. one window four rows 
from the; back, a. child's, arm 
emerged.. 

.It just seemed like the child was 
exhausted," 'said Edward . Weyer,. 
who had been Ariving a -busload of 
students from Marian. Heights Acad 
emy in Ferdinand, Ind: "When I'was 
ready: to reach up there, then the 
explosion came." 
..A huge: blast seemed to lift up 
what was left of the bus — with . a 
force .that knocked the glasses off. 
. Pinkerton's head: 

i 

a 
8 
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After the: blast' Weyer said, 
"There. was just :muffled* sounds. in 
there for few seconds, and then-it 
was "all over." 

hirty-nine children and one 
adult had escaped. 

Scattered -on -the-- highway,. _ they-• 
screamed and cried and hugged one. 
anottier. 

Motorists- _stopped to comfort 
Pinker them.. ton .knelt.. by- Ciaran 

Foran; who was burned on her face 
and *aims.. "She. called. -out for her 
mother. I_ -said;. Ỳour.4nother is-on 

:.her..way; she-is coming."' 
Sister Anita Lowe, who was chap-

the Marian Heights .Acade 
°my group,: offered pillows and blan-
kets` and ice.: 
Some children - stared : off.. into 

space, she remembers, while others: 
simply prayed, including one- boy; 
who repeated, "Dear -.Lord, •forgive 
.me for all my sins." 

...At first, ;rescuers discussed. taking 
18•of the less,seriously.Injured chil 
dren to .the hospital on oqe of the. 
-Marian Heights buses. -

."We.. all said;: 'No you're' not!': 
• = Stephanie Howard said. "We'll walk-
.,:-we have to, but we're not going on 

B 

wenty-foul children ̀ arid three: 
ad ltshad perished. Eighteedof the 
children were girls;. six *ekee'=boys. 
. The -youngest =' Robin : Williams: 

an& her friend -Patricla Susan Nun 
nallee were 14; both were fdurtho. 
graders at .Radcliffs -Meadow,Vlew,' 
Elementary School: ' 

Sixteen 'were'students' at adother 
school Radcliff: Middle. 
''One -Fort Knox soldier,-- Sgt.' • Lee ' 

Williams,. lost -his :entire family:'.-hit, 
wife Joy, aad his dauglifers; Kristen 
and Robin:: . 
Aaron Conyets,l3 got-out, but his, 

brother, Joshua;• 14 • did;: aot:•' Eric 
Thompson. survived,. but his: younger-
• sister; Emillie,., did not. : Pam Uhey 
lived; but--her younger•sister,' Crys= 
tal, . did- not. - 

he: survivors are still. haunted 
by: ̀their 'ordeal. 
Tom Hertz returned to school for 

two,days but could~not-stand- walk= 
ng.past:the lockers of his 16 missing 

_classmates. "So I~-came home. -I 
haven't been•back to school since:'- 

S̀tephanie Howard could- no long-- 
`er- sleep in.the:water bed that-she 
had.shared the night before-the ac-
cident.' with -her sleep-bver -guest, 
:Kristen Williams..-Her father'had to 
buy°her a new oe: : ' • -
'Christy -Pearnian is terrified of 

fire. To help her burns heal in the 
hospital, she had to sleep with -her. 
-arms in-'splints tied to the bed — 
something . she said . scared her im. 

--mensely because she feared the hos-
pital might burn. 

Larry' - Flowers- can't bear the.' 
thought of riding -on a school bus 

-`again'-..ever. 
Padgett can't help feeling guilty at 

-times. "I _ elt selfish, because I got 
.out: so 'fast. because I didn't help. 
`< Many ,children say the tragedy 
•h"as increased. their faith in the 
°Lord, whom they credit with 'saving 
them and' theirfriends: -
But Tom Hertz also said he has 

•repeatedly asked himself one sim-
ple, question: "Why did God create 
people so young and take them back' 
again?" .. I 
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By BILL WERONKA'„ ' 
Staff' Writer 

. , .CARROLLTON,:Ky Visibly sagging as 
_,a., list • of, 82 sometimes.confusing::,verdicts 
-was' read, Larry Mahoney was ;;convicted 

r yesterday , of_ 27 •.; counts. iof• second=degree 
manslaughter • '':instead -'of 'the. murder con-
victions- demanded.'by''the,l:p'irose'cution., for 
-causing the nation's 'worst' drunken-driving 

r'-.. accident: : k ; , r„ 
Some -of the" verdcc6,': accompanied by 

tears. of jurors. and -families.?.on both sides,' • 
satisfied no • -one:. 
' The 'penalty; phase of Elie; trial; 3began. 
r'.stiortly after the::verdicts ere' announced: 
`' Tlie'jury againheaid".Mahoney testit}i''and 

attormeys, argue; theirafcases,`• then, jury,. 
i#lfiiuriiedi Eo'ttieir `room tonly'to."break for • 
u, the'..night before-':'reachingi', a•, decision, on 
" 'what '-punishment` to . recommend: 
• ;- ,Mahoney, '36 was' found`' guilty • 'of, 27 
counts of second-degree' manslaughter; for 
'the 24 '. children "and three' adults that, died 
- `on the bus. It . is'' a charge, •that carries' a 

1 ., penalty .of five•to •10, years in`,prison on each ' 
`W. •• .'-POOL PHOTO Jury was BY E 9EINKE count.' The ju not'allowed•to consider 

Lar'ry'Mationey`:was .kissed'by'his sister Judy'O'Doova nn after'the`verdicts-were:.' ' -first-degree manslaughter, because intent is , 
tiin?liis`t•ia, yusterda afternoon in Carrollton. required, is not a'`consideration in ,• y a _ . 

a vehicular homicide.. 
But he also was found guilty; of first-de-' 

gree, assault for the •12 children seriously 
injured'in the crash. The charge carries a 
penalty of 10 to 20 years and labels -Ma;. . 
honey as a violent offender. 

He-also was found guilty'of 27 counts of 
first-degree wanton endangerment for the 
.27 children on the bus who were not Seri• 
ously injured. 
Those were the convictions that do not 

appear. consistent. The language of first-de-
gree assault andafirst-degree wanton endan-
germent -are consistent' with the - murder 
charge, but. not the. manslaughter • tion. conic' 

the. key. phrase•in'ttie 'instructions to the 
Jury was Mahoney, must 'have 'engaged in 
"conduct which created a grave risk of 
death to another ... under 'circumstances 
•manifesting an.extreme indifference •to hu-
mani life." . 
That - phrase is missing in. second-degree 

manslaughter, which still stipulates the-ne-
cessity for. Wanton conduct and matches the 
instruction for second-degree assault . and 

See MAHONEY 
Back page,-col. 1, this section 

I 
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"second-degree wanton endanger-
-ment. 
:-After the verdicts were An-
, nounced, defense attorneys lost a 
bid:for anew trial or a reduction of 
_some of the convictions after argu-
Xng that verdict was inconsistent and 
;Mist *did not make sense."'. 
ti:~Mahey's lead attorney, William: 
r Summerons, said the inconsistencies 
NMEbecome the basis.for an appeal . 
,2,-:='They found -him to have wanton 
;Xobduct in the manslaughter; and 
[then found him to have grossly wan-' 
.1-Ch conduct because. of extreme in-
.`.j•Merence to life in the assaults and 
-4tHe;.wanton endangerments.: on 'the 
::bus: •It's .all the same conduct,' he 

't,! Did they read the instructions?" 
•Summers .said. of •the. jury. *"They 
were very clear." . 

;-,-'.Assistant Attorney General ' Paul. 
Richwalsky Jr., special prosecutor; 
W&. disappointed and''said he had 

"never encountered such a verdict. 
`HloweVer, the jury has, that leeway 
' 'Idespite the.apparent inconsistencies; 
. he-said, and: he argued successfully 
.̀to':let -the verdict stand. 
-,The confusion added more drama 
t64.very dramatic day. 

a=Just: as Carroll Circuit Judge 
,,.Charles Satterwhite began to .: read 
#lie ;verdicts, the expressions 'of Ma-
honey. and .his three'attorneys went 
;from concerned to hopeful when the 
-Judge read that Mahoney had been 
found not guilty of driving under the 
influence. 
-' ; But that pronouncement .proved to 
be*only a confusion in the jury form. . 
The- verdict was indeed guilty,' and. 

:tli'eir expressions :again grew con-
cerned. 
Mahoney was immediately sen-

tenced to 30 days in jail and a $500 
Mine, the maximum for -the DUI 
charge; 
Then as guilty verdicts on 80 of 

the .remaining .81 counts were read, 
.;1Mahoney's family began sobbing be-
..4ind him. Two female jurors were 
crying as well, stealing glances at 
Mahoney and his family while they. 
dabbed their eyes with tissue. 
-Several members of the victims' 

families also wiped their eyes but 

POM P. 0 BY;.ED-3EIWE 

Rosemary 'Martiner- the mother of Richard Gohn who us killed! in - 
the 1988 -church' bu$? -crash' near Cfir6Ilton,- covered her .face ss :sh3 
listened to the reading of the verdiefs during the tridl yesterday... 

refused comment until after ?vla-' 
honey is. sentenced. 
Even after juror returned_ to 

their room for, a br. ak before the 
penalty ' phase. began, 'loud ' ' sobs. 
could be 'heard 'from wither the . 
room. 
Mahoney's brother-in-law,-' .Jim 

Daugherty, said'Matcney wEs.tav-
ing a rough time- facrg a miairrum 
sentence. of 10 yea$; and a_ maxi-
mum: of many.:times his lifesran. 
"You' can- be prepared, thick you -
are," Daugherty'saidl. "but wtten, the 
reality sets in,'ifs.a whole different 
matter." 

In addition to the -other conic- 
lions, Mahoney also was ciarged-
with. 15 additional ccints of frsl-de-
gree wanton endangerment for peo-
ple he encountered on Inter ate 71 
the night- of May 14, :988, weer- he 
was driving drunk of =:he wrong .aide. - 
of the road before crashing. head-on 
into the Radcliff First Assembly, of 
God bus. 
He :was' found gui tv of 14 counts 

of second-degree wanton endanger-
ment, a class A . misdemeanor.. He 
was found not guilty on .the one. 
count involving Clint Bradley, who 
one witness testified may have been 
drinking at the time. The mavirnum 
sentence on each cmmt is a year in 
prison; by law, the sentence cn each 
count must ri n concurrently: 

The six-man, sib- &.m an ji-y. an- . 
!nounced ' it had a,-,verdict a: 3:20,.; 
,.p.m., afterlI haurs of.deliN rations . 
over two days. .r', care after .a qn-
fasing •few hours'wh•ndt app?..ared a . 
mistrial might be.1mminent because 
a woman juror had became it about 
445. p.m. 
A doctor's atter>tioa was required, ẑ 

and- Satterwhite was unsure: w7at 
- Qould happen if stE -could i!ot re- [ 
tim- the defense indicated tkey f• 
would move '.for -F. an-trial. 
But the doctor said it was mly a 

cold,. and the juror del retura with 
be other 11 jur-).s at.3 p.m 
The verdict cane fi) minales cat-

er. on the 26th day A. the trial and 
-be 19th day sinze testimony :)e€an. 

The penalty passe° raised €te cra-
na that has invaded the coartrcom 
snce the beginnsg 0 another level. 
A drained-looking Mahoney took the ± 
stand and. told•be'jury'he accepted ' 
the verdict, and. when he got ou of 
prison'he would.:go tar.schcols'and 
convince them aot to drink and 
drive. 
He said he felt trod ' had' saved 

him for someiting wad "if I .save , 
one life, at least l: sacra one are," he 
paid, -

"I want you to knew I know what 
you have done is v-•-P hard for you . 
and I have no hard feelb&s.' 
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Fatal crash shows_, 
bus safety guardgs S• 
could- be unproved 

By TED M. NATT Jr. 
Associated Press Writer 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Several 
aspects of school-bus design are 
likely to come under federal 
scrutiny as a result of testimony 
during hearings on a fiery church 
bus crash that killed 27 people near 
Carrollton on May 14. 
The flammability of interior 

materials, the number of required 
exits and the'location of the fuel tank 
will get the most attention, said 
James • Burnett, chairman of the 
National Transportation Safety 
Board, which conducted the 
hearings at Holiday Inn-
Hurstbourne in Lousville. 
Burnett said the hearings pointed 

to the need to explore the safety of 
the nation's school bus fleet, even 
though school buses have an ex-
cellent safety record. 
"We have to maintain the con-

fidence of the nation's people who 
send their children out there to ride 
these buses on a daily basis," he said. 
Thursday. 
The NTSB will report on the 

crash's probable causes and recom-
mend how to avoid similar ac-
cidents, but it has no power to 
require implementation. 
Burnett said he did not know when-

the board would issue its findings on 
the accident, which occurred on In-
terstate 71 south of Carrollton. 
Twenty-seven people died that 

night when a school bus owned by 
the First Assembly of God church in 
Radcliff burst into flames upon im-
pact with a pickup truck. All sur-
vived the crash but died of smoke 
inhalation. The impact blocked the 
front door.of the bus, leaving a rear 
emergency exit as the only way out 
of. the burning vehicle. 
The pickup truck driver, Larry 

Mahoney, 35, of rural Owen County, 
has pleaded innocent to 27 counts of 
murder as well as other charges, in-
cluding drunken driving. 
-In testimony Thursday, Ford 

Motor Co. officials said a protective 
cage was available for the fuel tank 
on the 11-year-old bus but was not 
requested,by the"state-of;Kerituck" ' 
.State off icials,.;however,. claimed 

tlose involved "m" the * 1976 order 
decision were either not aware of the 
cage's availability or did not fully 
understand its safety benefits.. 

The revelation came to light 
during the final day of testimony. 
The federal government imposed 

new safety standards for school 
buses, including the fuel tank cage, 
on April 1, 1977, but Ford made the 
devices a "regular production op-
tion" in mid-July- 1976, said Keith 
Lewis, an engineer for Ford, which 
built,the bus's chassis. 
"That means you would have had 

to select it," said Lewis, adding that 
the 1976 order from the state of Ken-
tucky "did not designate to add the 
cage. I don't know why." 
Sam Jackson, assistant director of 

pupil transportation for the state 
Department of Education; said state 
officials wrote their safety 
specifications with Ford's assistan-
ce before placing the October 1976 
order, but was unsure if the cage op-
tion was addressed. 
"I don't remember anyone 

discussing the possibility of the fuel 
cage, but I cannot say definitely that 
some discussion did not, take place 

with regard to it," Jackson said 
during a break in testimony. 
Jackson said state officials were' 

aware that cages would be required 
in 1977, but "I'm not sure anyone at 
that point knew what the benefits 
would be." 
Earlier testimony indicated that 

the question of whether a cage would 
have prevented a portion of the bus's 
leaf spring assembly from punc-
turing the fuel tank cannot be an-
swered with 100 percent certainty. 
The board also addressed the 

drunken driving issue during the 
hearings. 

"I think it's been very important 
for this country to be reminded of 
the tragedy of drunken driving ... 
and that there are remedies to that," 
Burnett said. "But despite the 
progress we've made; much 
remains to be done." 
Burnett said he would like to see 

every state adopt what is known as a 
"per se" law, which would make 
driving with a -blood-alcohol con-
centration of .10 percent or more 
automatically illegal. Such a law, 
which is in effect in 45 states, gives 
more weight to a Breathalyzer test 
and. would place the burden on the 
defendant to prove his innocence. 
He also endorsed ' a recom-

mendation that allows police of-
ficers to take a drivers license when 
a :person fails or refuses the 
Breathalyzer. Twenty-three states 
have such laws. 
Kentucky, however, has neither 

law. 
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Man who - last: fAMHY 
in. bus crash redles 

 testimonY 
By, BILL WERONKA J.Z  
Staff Writer 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — Lee Wil-
liams spent only three minutes on the 
witness stand yesterday during Larry* 
Mahoney's , bus-crash' murder trial, 
but it rekindled a heart full of memo• 
rtes and torrents of emotion. 

Williams, who loot hie wifo Aar Twn 
daughters in the May 14, 1988, bus 
tragedy that claimed 27 lives, was the 
last of 24 relatives of the .victims to 

testify. 
By law, the relatives were limited 

to identifying the where victims they nd  attended 
their ages, 
school or worked, and how they were 
ttatisponed, to the Radl-lltf Fljst A3' 
sembly of. (Ad enuren bus fur -the Li 1p 

...:, to an Ohio amusement park that Sat 
to morning. They also noted that 
.'their loved ones did not return home 

c as expected. 
' But Williams, when the law al-
lowed, added poignant details to the 

acts. SUrb as. how he hugged simple f 
till 14-year-old daughter, • Kristen, 
goodbye the Friday before the wreck 
as slie left to spend that night with 
friends. He also recalled . how • he 
- .watched his wife,.Joy,' and 10-year-old 

daughter, Robin, pull out of the drive= 
way for the last time early Saturday. 
Then turning from the jury and 

staring coldly at Mahoney, Williams; 

said, "All three of my wrms iklilledmem-
bers, my whole family, a  
that bus." 
Mahoney,  his head bowed during 

the testimony- never looked up.:He is 
arrntird, of ' ualdK thZ trash 'by 
driving, drunk the wrong way on In-
terstate 71. and hitting the bus head-. 
on, and is charged with 27 counts of 
murder, 12 counts of assault, 42 
counts of wanton endangerment and' 
one count of driving while intoxicat-
ed. 

Williams was not alone in recalling 
emotional dotailc yvct4rdaY jim nAn-
IeL,i' toil of the orator aiding trip, hl,, 
had planned with his daughter, Mary, 

14, for the Sunday after her return. 
Instead he spent that Sunday driving 
to Carrollton to learn that his daugh-
ter was dead. And Dotty Pearman . 
Williams, who is now married to Lee 
Williams, told how the body 'of her 

eamlall i11t li%&0 . ̀F''"i",•, • :.;>;•.:::.a:,; .,.. :rrrn•i ••: <.,'• su:va> r.r...:.yN.y>•:;:,,,.. ,. 
filtt fill; driverwas broulgh back in "a cold,: :j:..; ;.; <:≥>ru:•:: ><>•,...,::.<:>;st n... POOH PHOTO BY:.TODO BUCWWAN 

See TESTIMONY Lee Williams answered questions yesterday during the .Larry. 4fie crash. 
PAGE 4, col. 1, this section trial. His wife, Joy, and. daughters, Kristen and,,Robin,.died in the crash. 
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black body bag." 
But Lee Williams had more to 

say. After court recessed, he held an 
impromptu news conference and 
continued his catharsis, recounting 
more painful memories and voicing. 
anger at- Mahoney and the justice 
system. 

"It was hard keeping my compo-
sure up there," Williams said, "be-
cause for the first time I<:was look-
ing at the jury and the man on trial. 
for the murder of my family, Just 
the mention 'of their names and .us-, 
ing the word 'killed, 1 felt a sensa-,. 
tion go through my body. I almost 
lost it a couple of times." 
He described the difficult mo-

ment' of glimpsing his family on the 
bus Seating chart near the witness 
chartr; saying he had not known 
where; they were sitting until a few 
days ago. Williams added that he 
still:cannot bear to look at the chart. 
Asked about his stare at Mahoney, 

Williams said, "As far as I'm* con-
cerQed he's the man' that killed 
thee, and I wanted to . be able to 
look at him and I wanted him to 
look at me. 

;'f've heard a. lot about how he's 
'feeling sorry and how he'd like to 
sayle's sorry. Well, I'd like for him 
to 4n me he's sorry; I'd like to see • 
some compassion. I .want to know if 
he's hurting as bad as I am. I just 
warted to see if he would have: 
en4gh compassion to look my; 

lot 

Williams said he hopes Mahoney 
testifies because he would like -to 
'lools in his eyes and see if there' is 
.any; compassion. Mahoney, ::'has 
broken•down three. times during the;. 
trigL but Will1i saia,'he-•l:wod;_ 
that was caused more by' guilt than 
sorrow. "And for Ahe three-:;times 
he's:cried, I've cried 3,000 times." 

'Williams added.that•he would-like 
siV down with- Mahoney over coffee 
and' discuss the tragedy .without law= 
yers';,presenL • Attorneys on both 
sides .would not, indicate whether 
th•t. vdas a possibility. 

Saying that there has been some 
m0tion of Mahoney receiving hun-
dre4is 'of letters of sympathy since 
the: teal began, Williams said, "I can 
sho,•v,you a' hundred letters for ev-
ery` one Larry • Mahoney has ."re-; 
celved,`supporting our side." 
,Williams said that he .does not . 

hats:' Mahoney, but: is. ,, angry,: with 
him:; He is more,'angry,, However, at 
the; justice system;, he 'said, ;noting' 
that, people -are tired of drunken 
-drivers being coddled. 

'`People • want this state and -this 
country to do -something,? "Williams . 
said;." •They: Want justice jus .11ke we.,. 
'wanf,fustice: -They're tired.-ofthis 
hand-slapping: thing." 
t liams•pointed to a•-recent case 

whi$_'.. a man received . a, greater 
fined -penalty for -illegally' hunt-
ing ;cj eX than- another man got' for 
his•e'cond DUI conviction. 

re -we talking deer ,or are ̀ we.:. . 
taiking.lives?" Williams asked: 
There must be, punishment ' to' fit ; 

th6,trime, Williams said, adding . 
that-his idea of justice in Mahoney's 
case is "spending the rest of his nat-
uraiIife in prison:' 

Williams went on to tell of flash-
backs he had while testifying,. iti-
cluding spending Kristen's recent 
birthday crying at her grave. 

I0- other testimony yesterday, 
medical experts and a state chemist 
testified that Mahoney's blood-alco-
holl level was well above the legal 
limit: of .10 percent. Initial tests at 
Humana Hospital-University of Lou-
isvitie, performed within two hours 
of t1le accident,-produced a .24 per-
66 level. Subsequent tests at the 
Keufucky State Police crime lab in 
Fradkfort produced levels of .20 and 
.18. . 

Experts said evaporation, as well 
as ;differing testing methods, ac-
cougted. for the varying levels. The 
evaporation . apparently took -place 
whiff the blood sat in. unopened 
tubes. 
The prosecution expects' to con-

clude its case tomorrow. 
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Karen Morgan, left,' and Bill and 'Mad®line Nichols*' 
criticized .the ,sentence yesterday. Morgan's 'brother;• :. .. 
Phillip,' and' the Nichols' son,' Bill Jr.; were killed in the 
• .1988:.,church-bus'crash near Carrollton. 

•1CSl te1gt1Ves . 

e. aac, fr. ustjrat• 
lay LARRY BLEIBERG ' 
Staff ,Writer . 

CARROLLTON, Ky. —' Janet Kytta hoped 'her husband's 
'death -would be. acknowledged with•a charge, of murder.' 

.'Bill Nichols thought the nation.. would;, get, a stem message 
;about• the _,darigers 'of drinking -and 'driving. 

Diana.' Voglund .j.ust ;wanted .. a; personal apology.-. 
• None :of . the .relatives of the. victims of ̀the 'May 14; .1988, 
cliurch.. bus crash who.were interviewed were satisfied_Yester- ' 
day :with:•a Carroll Circuit Court jury's, recommendation of a 
16 year prison sentence for Larry Mahoney.'- , 
=' If the sentence. isn't reduced at a furmal•sebtencing hearing 
in February,. he Will be eligible -for parole * less than eight 
years';from now. 
:;,The trial's end left.emotions; which.had been battered. since . 
a warni'spring night 19-months ago;.raw:on a frigid•Decemtier. . 

See RELATIVES 
PAGE 11, col. 1„this section 
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afternoon::::_:.:,' '::: °-:•,. •-,,: ,..• ... :.: 
We. are deeply, grievously'disap   =....., .. . 

pointed with -;':the ;'*: verdict;" 'said' 
Janey:.Fair,.:mother-_of -victim Shan- ' 
non'Fair'The'=president. of Hardin: 
•Cointy's:. Mothers., Against. Drunk:::. 
Driving chapfer she sand the-. jury's 
• 0e ion was; riot•likely -td deter 'oth: . 
fern from drinking :dnd'.driving:'•̀  
y. "We have -,,lost 'she said.'- 
° Carrollton residents,. by'rconfrasL' 
said; they,lhoughf: tlie••:verdict"was 

±fair. Nine out.of;lb Carroliton•juries 
would have con . co*td ihesame dec&" 

'sion,- Mayor elect' Charlie.- Vetister. 
,said.. The sentence; indicated .that' 
the jury thought"the-crime;was'*seri-
?o`us and warranted, fime in, prison, 
he said. IWebster: and',;otfiers::said. Carroll-
ton-area residents, who. could follow 
the trial on-cable television, became 
' .aware of 'the horror':of the crash as 
1scarred.•..victiins;.•and'.grieving par 
vents most of them from- Hardin. 
O.County — testi;led: 
:. "Anyone who wasn't` moved by.. 
"that doesn't have.&soul;!,said...Shel.. 
by Shelman, a • Carrollton 'pharma 
Gist. "It's been, an..ordeai .for many." ; 

•. 'For relatives;of crash victims, the' ;seven-week trial 'ended= in angry'' 
frustration. Several said ;they felt-, 
+cheated when, -the - Carroll • Circuit 
Court jury declined: to: convict Ma- 
honey of murder, .instead finding 
him guilty- of manslaughter, assault: 
and wanton endangerment: Ttieyury. 
Yrecommended  16'years for each-as 
rjsault:conviction, Wyears for.each 

s voice bitterness 
manslaughter conviction . and five 
years for each count ;of first-degree 
wanton. endangerment.. . 

Kytta;":whose: husband was. youth 
director'. for Radcliff First-Assembly 
of'God--'said just hearing."the word 
murder" -•in' the• jury's conviction 
would- have. made her feel better. 

"It wasn't , manslaughter," she 
said: 
Wendy Atherton, whose sister, 

Cynthia, died in the crash, agreed. 
"Everybody ..in that courtroom 

knew • it:- was (murder), including 
Larry Mahoney, but he was too cow-
ardly to adrnit it," the Western Ken-
tucky University freshman said. 
Ronald ' Earnest, who lost.. his 

daughter;'Julie,• in the- crash," said' 
that although. he disagrees with' the 
verdict,' tie understands the jury's 
reluctance to convict Mahoney on. 
'the harsher charge. 
• "Murder is really 'a'. hard. word. 
We associate it with someone who is 
shot or stabbed;' he said. 

Tlie jury's'inconsisfent conviction, 
which gave Mahoney. a longer: pris-
on sentence for injuring people than 
killing them, was especially frustrat-
ing for ;parents. 
"What we're telling people is: If 

YOU maim someone you're. going to 
serve more. time; sb you better kill 
them," said Nichols, who lost his 
son, Bill.Jr.,.in'the crash. 
He said Mahoney's sentence .was 

too short considering he was' respon-
sible for the death of 27 •people. 

"I -'don't-think the jury sat in our 
seats,"• tie said. "We were a family 

one day and became a couple the 
next day because -of a man who did 
not own • up to his responsibility." 

Like many victims' relatives, 
Nichols said -he wasn't swayed .. by 
Mahoney's apology during testimo-
'ny. 

"I don't think it was, meant for us, 
but for pity from the jury." 

Nichols' wife, Madeline, agreed: 
'.'I don't think he really' understands 
what he's done to. our lives."' 
Deborah Atherton- was ' one of 

many relatives who hoped the trial 
would convince her. that Mahoney 
understood their • sorrow. She said 
she would have felt better if, during 
the trial, the defendant had once, 
turned 'to look at'' the chart - of the 
. school bus, which included pictures 
of all those aboard the church bus 
on its trip to Kings Island amuse-
ment park. 

"I would have liked him to turn, 
around..and look at the pictures and. 
realize the impact of what.; ;he's 

.'done,' she said. , 
Others also wanted to: be con-

vinced that Mahoney understood. 
their pain. 

"I'd like .him to say, 'I'm sorry,' 
:. to come'up to me and know me 
by name and know my daughter: 
was on that bus," -said Voglund, who 
lost her daughter Denise. 
But . that alone wouldn't be 

enough, she said. 
"He killed my daughter and he 

should pay. Eight,years is not pay- ' 
ing. I will, do my best to see he 
serves 16." 
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.' Trial scene 
I:arry`Mahoney is pictured.here with attorney William Summers 
during ,Mahoney's trial in Carroll Circuit Court. After a recess 
following last Thursday's session,. the trial r6sumed this morning 
in Can ollton.,.(Pool file photo.) 

CcidePt -scene --to 
e reconstr u cted 

-B •sy  ROB WELLS •• 
sociated Press Wrttei  
,CARROLLTON, Ky.;, A'. 

detailed reconstruction of a , fiery' . 
bus crash that .' killed 27 people 
began • today in'. the murder and, . 
drunken driving 'trial' of ' Larry: 
Mahoney. 

Kentucky State' Troper Henry• 
Sonny . ' Cease Jr., an accident'. 
reconstruction specialist, Aook : the .: 
•staM'td'describe his investigation'•_ 
of tfil!May 14, 988; collision 
ween bet-the crowded bus add a 'small* 
pickup truck Mahoney-'4 alleged to 
have; been driving the wrong '.way:: 
on.Ynterstate,7l;south.of Carrollton. -

;Testimony.  from,' Cease, ..who. 
spe f,880 hours ii vestigating , the 
wreck: was expected to last 
:tlioughoik the day. Also testifying 
this ,moming - was Kentucky State 

''Police Detective Tony' Moffeit, who • 
tried to: determine where Mahoney• r 
had,beenon,the'day of•the'crash:' 
•Moffetfis id he could account. for 

` Nlahoney's= whereabduts for all' but 
one .hour and,:five, minutes before: 
the 10:55 p.m.jEDT:crash. , 
' Mahoney, ;-35; < of .rural .Owen' 
County, is charged rdith.'•27 'counts " 
of'murder; 42 counts of wanton en 
darigerment," 12 counts of assault 
and a count of drunken. driving fo1=' 
Towing the wreck- near' this small'. 

i• 

northern Kentucky city. ' " %"So'far which;begari 

with' jury selection `on Nova 8,. the; .: 
jury' has'seen; iilv charred• .remains.' ; 
of the church.bus,,viewed the`acci 
dent scene, he from people who 
claimed 'they .were 'nearly run .off 
the`foad by 'Mahoney and heard ac-
counts fr mAhe rescue workers;and, 
police officers who; responded.:to 
the crash: 
,And' ' last:' week';;` in 1, the ..most 

dramatic testimony so far; ̀the- jury= 

heard -expl it -.details of the.---.panic and horior:feli by:.391survivors.-as? 

they scrambled to escape the .burnt 
-ing bus. ; 

The powerful testimony ' placed 
jurors'-inside the bus, row by -row' = 
seat by seat, as 'it returned from a 
Cincinnati-area .amusement' 'park. . 
They were, told 'of teen-agers 
dozing in wet clothes after enjoying 
a. water ride in the park. 

.. Some boys 'had girls sitting in 
theif-.laps; a few had stretched, out. 
in .the ' aisle, sleeping on their way 
home to Radcliff, according to tes-
timony. There were stuffed animals 
from the amusement park aboard 
and coolers filled with soda pop. 
- '.•Then; about 2.3 miles south of 
Carrollton, the bus was •struck by a 
wrong-way. driver.) Soon after, the 
teen-agers noticed an orange glow 
coming from the front of the-bus, 

and the interior quickly filled with 
thick' smoke and blazing heat.' 

Calamity ensued... 
Aisles.filled with screaming boys 

and girls. Several' survivors testified 
they tried in'vain to kick out win-
dows. Some escaped the flames by 
diving over a•pile,of bodies at the 
:rear emergency exit. 

Defense and prosecution attor-
.,neys:offered "differing assessments . 
of the testimony -by 39, of the: 40 
survivors.. 

"From - our.- viewpoint .... the 
children seemed to` have: a hard 
time remembenng..',without .some 
minor prodding certain th.ings that 
perhaps added soiri'e culpability ... 
to things .' .other than: Larry 
Mahoney," said William'Summers; 
{ Mahoney.'s•lead attorney, , ̀ ,-.>--

Assistant Attorney PAjff ,.*` Paul'-
Richwalsky Jr, e f •special., 
prosecutor, ,, ' p , ,;said .he, 'felt,..".the:'issues 
.•nd•.facts important..(o the ̀ defense 
`are.immaterial or tr•releva•it..`'' 

I 
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re v•=;  ct i s 
tell of nArr'-w 
esca,;r;>.s from , 

us 
By. BILL WERONKA 
Staff Writer 

CARROLLTON,. Ky. — Two girls used lighters to find their 
way in the darkness aboard a burning church, bus where 27 
people.lost their lives, a crash survivor testified yesterday.in 
Larry Mahoney's trial in Carroll Circuit Court. 
_ Fifteen survivors, including six.-of the most seriously in-
jured children, testified yesterday. They recounted painful 
memories of May 14, 1988, on Interstate 71 when Mahoney, 
allegedly drunk and driving north in the southbound lanes, 
crashed into the bus head-on. Of the 67 passengers, 24 chil-
dren and three adults died, and 12 children were seriously 
hurt in the ensuing blaze. 
. Fifteen-year-0ld Aaron Conyers, seriously burned in the 
crash, testified that after the fire began at-the front of the 

- . bus'just after impact, two girls lit lighters that may. have 
ignited either the fume-laden air, the bus seat, or both. They 
apparently used the lighters in an.attempt to see inside the 
dark bus. 

POOL PHOTOS BY TODD BUCHANAN 

Linda Jane Padgett cried on the witness stand yesterday as she testified during the Larry Mahoney trial. 
Padgett was a chaperon on the church bus. The bus seating diagram is at right. 
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Cheryl Pearman, right, talked with her mother, Pat, as 
they looked over the diagram. Cheryl was the niece of 
bus driver John Pearman, who died in the crash. 

While defense attorneys did little questioning of the survi-
vors yesterday, Conyers was an exception. Mahoney's lead 
attorney, William Summers, spent 20 minutes cross-examin-
ing Conyers, who could speak only in whispers because of 
lesplratary daiinage. 
Conyers said he saw youth director Chuck Kytta catch fire 

and collapse in the initial fire. Then tie saw the girls light 
the lighters. But his memory was sketchy about the effect of 
the fighters, and Summers referred to a statement he made 
to officials in July 1988 to refresh his memory. 

"It (the fire) wasn't as bad until they did that'," Conyers' 
statement read. "That made it worse." 

Summers continued reading the statement: "It, like, went 
up when they lit up — the file just west up in the air. It was 
the seat; it had to be the seat." 

But. yesterday Conyers was uncertain whether it was a 
seat or the air that exploded. "I'm not sure." 
Summers said the information about the lighters is an-

-other "piece of the puzzle"_ and said the confusion about 
detail was understandable. It was painful, he said, for Con-
yers or any of the survivors to "ascribe ariy blame at all to 
anyone or anything but Larry Mahoney." 
Mahoney's lawyers maintain that the lack of safety de-

vices and poor condition of the bus, plus other contributing 
factors, bear some of the responsibility for the deaths. 

Mahoney is charged with 27 counts of murder, 12 counts 
of assault, 42 counts of wanton endangerment and one count 
of driving while intoxicated. 

Assistant Attorney General Paul Richwalsky Jr., special 
prosecut& id the U96, tolt that Uifydrs, illfO111611d11 W83 
not significant. 

"It was something we were aware of," Richwalsky said. 
"It goes back to responsibility. If not for the accident, it 
wouldn't matter if all of them were lighting blow torches." 

But Conyers also told of fighting to escape the bus and 
encountering obstacles — stuffed animals and people — in 
the aisles. He remembered finally getting to the back, and 
then being stuck in the crowd of people jamming the emer-
gency exit. 
"A man said, 'Oh my God; and pulled me out," Conyers 

said. "Then I fell out and hit the pavement." 
Conyers was in a hospital for two months and still faces 

more surgery. 
Another prosecution witness, Dr. Mary Fallat, a pediatric 

surgeon at Kosair Children's Hospital in Louisville, treated 
the six seriously injured children who testified yesterday. 

Fallat said the burns did not threaten the children's lives. 

See VICTIMS 
PAGE 7, col. 1, this section 

Victimis tell ®f escapes after fiery bus crash 
Continued from Page B 1 

Rather, it was the respiratory dam-
age they suffered from breathing 
smoke. 

Richwalsky must prove that Ma-
honey's actions threatened the chil-
dren's lives to support the assault 
charges., and 

Fallat said the children would 
have died without respiratory ther-
apy because their airways were 
lined with soot. The airways would 
have swelled and the children 
would have suffocated. 

But at defense attorneys' urgings, 
Fallat said it was not the smoke it-
self that caused the damage, but 
rather "the noxious elements" in the 
smoke, presumably from burning 
bus materials. 
"We learned today about toxic-

ity," Summers said after court re-
cessed for the day. "What was the 

toxicity of the burning seat materi-
al? We claimed all along that had a 
significant effect. It's starting to 
happen." 
The emotion has permeated the 

trial was there again yesterday, as it 
has been from the beginning. The 
effect of survivors, some scarred 
and disfigured, reliving their collec-
tive nightmare was obvious in the 
courtroom. 

Katrina Muller, 15, told of her es-
cape and the injuries she suffered. 
Then, when asked by defense attor-
ney Russell Baldani why she sent a 
tape to Mahoney offering forgive-
ness, she broke into tears and was 
joined by the families in the court-
room. 

"In my church, I was raised that 
you couldn't go to heaven if you 
hate someone," she said between 
sobs. "I forgive him for what he did 
but I still feel he needs to be pun-

ished for it." 
There were other painful mo-

ments throughout the day, but Ma 
honey, 36, was able to hold his com-
posure despite the parade of chil-
dren and confrontation. He has 
broken down the previous three 
days of the trial. He stared down, 
never turning his head up or side to 
side. 

"Larry's focus is on that table," 
brother-in-law Jim Daugherty said. 
"But he hears everything. He knows 
what's going on and it affects him." 

582-2211 
1.800.866.1211 
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us-crash testimony'paints:. 
ictures of agony; heroics 

POOL PHOTO BY ED REINKE 

Tammy Darnell wept yesterday as' a 
witness told how she proclaimed her 
faith while she lay on the grass after 
the bus crash. She suffered a broken 
collarbone in the accident. 

By BILL WERONKA 
Staff Writer J 

CARROLLTON, Ky. — Tales of courage, 
horror, forgiveness and questionable behav-
lor unfoldea yesterday as the emotionai tect-
sion that has permeated Larry Mahoney's 
bus-crash murder trial intensified in Carroll 
Circuit Court. 

Witnesses to the May 14, 1988, tragedy 
that claimed 27 lives described in painful 
detail the flaming buo; the holpl000 ooronms 
of dying and burned children. and heroic, 
rescue effurN. 

Some witnesses broke down as they re-
lived their experiences, and they were 
quickly jgined by many of the victims' rzla-
tives watching in the courtroom. Mahoney 
also collarmed in tears for the second time 
as he again was confronted by the details of 
the, tragedy. 
Mahoney, 36, is charged with 27 counts of 

murder, 12 counts of assault, 42 counts of 
wanton endangerment and one count of 
driving under the influence. 

The prosecution says he was drunk and 
driving the wrong way on Interstate 71 near 
Carrollton when his pickup ran head-on into 
the Radcliff First Assembly of God church 
bus. Twenty-four children and three adults 

See CRASH 
Back page, col. 1, this section 

POOL PHOTO BY ED REINKE 

Jack Armstrong gestured as he testified yesterday about how he 
and his wife rescued children from the burning church bus. 
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gash testimony paint pic e• of agony, heroics 
Continued frbm'Page One 

died in the. ensuing .fire. . 
`•e'-The sounds, I heard? Do you 
really want m6'16 tell you?" witness 
Geoffrey Pinkerton asked, his voice 
beginning to crack, as Assistant At-
torney General Paul. Richwalsky Jr., 
the special prosecutor, urged him to 
detail his..experience. 

'The screams were the kind you 
hear .only.-once In a lifetime," Pin-
kerton said, describing the sounds 
from inside the burning bus. "They 
were calling for their mothers, their 
parents, for God, anything. And the 
moans, it was like they knew there 
was no chance and they were just 
sitting in those flames, dying." 

Tn tears, he continued telling how 
he - comforted burn victim Ciaran 
Foian and how he heard Tammy 
Darnell, then 16, proclaim her faith 
as she lay on the grass with a 
broken collarbone" Darnell, watch-
ing in the courtroom, collapsed in 
sobs as he told the story. 
' IKatrina Muller, .15, who was badly 
burned, also was in the courtroom 
and heard for the first time how she 
was rescued from the inferno by 
Jack' Armstrong, the Indiana farmer 
who., was first on the scene and 
hdped pull about 30 children from 
Q►. bus. Some he rescued by crawl-
ing on the floor of the smoke-filled 
bus, feeling for bodies.. 
;`One .girl was laying across a seat 
and I • climbed in and dragged her 
out," • he said. "She had two cuts 
across her knees. She was bleeding 
bad. I thought she was dead." 
:,!Katrina's mother, Mickie Muller, 
laid the description fit her daughter, 
aiid "she.was really affected by Mr. 
Armstrong's testimony." 
"Her knees were cut and she..had 

passed out over a seat," Mickie 

Muller said. 'We just put one and 
one together. She believed a young 
man got her out for 18 months but 
wasn't sure. It was really hard to 
hear because she could easily have' 
been one that was still on the bus." 

After court recessed, Katrina 
Muller was smiling and kidding 
around like any 15-year-old, with 
only a few traces of her scars show-
ing. But her mother said how Ka-
trina slept last night would better in-
dicate how she dealt with reliving 
the tragedy. 
The testimony of Armstrong and 

his wife, Joan, of Patriot in Switzer-
land County, was particularly affect-
ing because of -the detail. 
He told how, driving in the north-

bound lanes, he followed Mahoney's 
truck, which was heading north in 
the southbound lanes, and watched 
it slam into the bus, which exploded 
into flames almost immediately. 
After avoiding another car involved 
in the crash that crossed the medi-
an, Jack Armstrong pulled over and 
ran to the bus. 
He said. a few children were al-

ready out but the rest were jammed 
in the back .door, piled on top of 
each other and unable to get out. 

"I tried to pull them out and 
couldn't," he said, adding that he 
climbed up over the children and 
began pushing some back to unclog 
the -doorway. "Then I began grab-
bing them and dropping them out, 
and my wife dragged them away." 

After he cleared the doorway, he 
said'he went into the bus after oth-
ers who were trapped. 

"I got one little girl, and she 
wrapped her arms around my neck 
and wouldn't- let go," he said. "She 
was crying for her mother and say-
ing she couldn't see." 

He had to crawl in and feel 

around to find kids," Joan Arm-
strong said. "The smoke was just too 
strong to see." . 
Jack Armstrong said he went into 

the bus four times, almost overcome 
by smoke the last time. "After about 
five minutes there was nothing no-. 
body could do," he said. 
He and his wife also voiced some 

anger toward bystanders who would 
not help, particularly two men who 
were in the Cadillac involved in the 
crash but were not injured. Al-
though brothers Fraizelle and John 
Everhardt denied it, some witnesses 
said they sat on the hood of their 
car while Jack Armstrong rescued 
the children. 
"No one helped," Jack Armstrong 

said. "I screamed and begged for 
them to come help get some of the 
kids out. Nobody came; that was the 
response" -

Fraizelle Everhardt, who was the 
driver of the Cadillac and who be-
came involved in-a combative cross-
examination with defense • attorney 
William Summers, explained his 
lack of assistance by saying he was 
in "semi-shock— after the crash. 
Other people did help, however, 

after Jack Armstrong's initial ef-
forts. James Carl Lucas, who lives 
nearby, ran to the scene after hear-
ing the explosion. He helped people 
after they were taken out of the .bus: 
"The last I , remember was a 

young lady with her hair on -fire," 
Lucas said. 
He described the thick . brown 

smoke rolling out of the bus and 
said the last thing he heard from 
inside the bus was a woman's voice 
screaming: "My baby! My baby!" 

Pinkerton, who was returning to 
Louisville from college in New 
York, could not get inside the bus,. 

but tie comforted 'Foran, who was 
badly burned. 

"She was screaming for her moth-
er, father, God," Pinkerton said. 
"She couldn't see.... So I talked to 
her, asked her her name and where 
she was from." `. 

Also testifying yesterday were 
emergency . medical personnel and' 
police at. the scene. Tommy Webb, 
who pulled Mahoney from his truck, 
described his condition and the cold 
beer in the front seat. He also said 
after Mahoney regained partial con-
sciousness, he kept saying, "Gotta 
wake up. Gotta wake up." 
Yesterday also was a time of 

reaching out. In the first face-to=face 
contact between Mahoney's family 
and the Radcliff families, Mahon-
ey's brother-in-law, Jim Daugherty, 
spoke with Mickie Muller and asked 
that she pass his comments on to the 
other, families. 

"I told her no matter what the 
outcome, our prayers are with 
them," Daugherty said. "I told them 
I don't know how they are holding 
up so well in the courtroom and to 
hang in there." 
Daugherty said Muller accepted 

his gesture compassionately. Muller: 
and her daughter had sent a tape to 
Mahoney in June .1988, offering un-
derstanding and forgiveness. Daugh-
erty said he and his family had t 
wanted to communicate their feel-
ings to the families before but did 
not have an'opportunity. 
Asked about Mahoney's emotional 

state, Summers said he was con-
cerned, particularly because the 
survivors of the crash begin testify-
ing today. 

"But . I'm concerned about the 
emotional state of everyone in the 
courtroom." 
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Town Town gives. its blood 
to show that it cares 
By Peggy Kreimer 
Kentucky Post staff reporter 

RADCLIFF — Christine 
Smith lay on a table squeezing 
a sruall red rubber ball in her 
left .hand, pumping her blood 
through a thin tube. 

It was the first time she had 
ever donated blood. She was 
doing. it for youngsters injured 
in lasr. Saturday's fiery bus ac-
ciden'near Carrollton. 

"I won't know any of them 
personlally," said Mrs. Smith, 
who Iives in Radcliff, the 
home of most of the injured 
and dead in the crash. "But I 
thoughi ' ' a 

good„ than anything else I 
could do." 

It was shortly after noon. 
Mrs. Smith had waited two 
hours to give blood in a Red 
Cross drive designed to meet a 
shortage of blood in regional 
hospital blood banks. 
"When the accident first oc-

curred, we were OK on blood," 
said Ann Finley, who was run-
ning the drive for the Red 
Cross at the Prichard Commu-

Please see DONORS, 7A 

1 B / Funerals continue for 
victims. 

Donors 
From Page 1A ° 

nity Center in Elizabethtown, 
just south of Radcliff. 

"But when the victims start-
ed having operations, our sup-' 
ply went down," she said. Burn 
treatment requires large 
amounts of blood. . 
And the donors turned out to 

give it. 
"We have a monthly draw, 

and we normally have 150 do-
nors a day," Ms. Finley said. "We 
had, 103, donors in the first hour 

i today (Friday)." 
Donors lined the hall- and 

were three deep inside the do-
nor, room. Most waited more 
than two hours to participate in 
the' 30-minute` procedure..,Some_ 

were donating for specific chil-
dren who were injured in the 
crash. More didn't know the 
victim who would benefit. 

"This is about the only thing 
I can do. I didn't want to keep 
going up and saying, 'I'm sor-
ry 1 1) 

Roxie Perkins had a day off-
work at the Elizabethtown 
Sportswear factory, and spent it 
giving blood. 

"This is something you can 
do and not expect anything for 
it," she said. 

"I didn't know anyone on the 
bus, but I have two boys of my 
own. I think any mother can 
relate t6 what those people are 
going through." 

Marilyn Read of Hodgenville 
and, Roxanne Quade of Ft. 
Knox used to work with Janet 
Kytta, whose husband, Chuck, 

died in the crash. 
"This is a way of saying I 

care," Mrs. Read said. 
They work at Hess' depart-

ment store and came on their 
lunch hour. They called in 
when they learned they would 
have a two-hour wait. 

"They said stay there, there's 
more coming," Mrs. Read said. 
"They're paying us by the hour 
to be here." 

It's the kind of gesture that-
has carried families and friends:. 
of the crash victims through 
what must be the most painful'• 
week of their lives, said Martha, 
Tennison, wife of the pastor of 
the First Assembly of God:-
Church, which sponsored the ̀  
youth bus trip to Kings island.: 
It has been a week of funerals,% 
burials, memorial services and.. 
press interviews. 
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Not.,..guilty 
plea entered 
in. bus deaths 
By William Weathers. 
Kentucky Post staff reporter  

CARROLLTON, Ky. — Larry 
W. Mahoney, shackled at the 
wrists and ankles and hobbled 
from the bus-truck collision in 
which 27 people were killed 
last Saturday, walked into the 
Carroll County Courthouse 
Friday afternoon to answer 
murder charges. 

Mahoney — accused of kill-
ing 24 children and three 
adults when he drove his pick-
up truck the wrong way on I-
71 and crashed into the church 
bus in which they were riding 
— pleaded not guilty to all 
counts. 

Not guilty pleas are the rule 
in Kentucky murder cases at 
the arraignment level., 

Kentucky Attorney General 

i 

Fred Cowan was at the prose-
cutors' table during the ar-
raignment for Mahoney, a 
34-year-old production opera= 
tor for M&T Chemicals Co. in 
Carrollton. 

Police have said Mahoney's 
blood-alcohol level was 0.24 . 
percent after the wreck. State ` 
law presumes a person with a 
level of 0.10 is drunk. - 

Mahoney, who was injured 
in the wreck, was released 
from Humana Hospital-Uni-
versity of Louisville about an 
hour before the arraignment. 

He was dressed in a light 
blue-and-white-striped knit 
shirt and blue jeans and wore 
only white socks on his feet. 

He-was bruised around his 
right eye, and he was wearing 

Please see MAHONEY, 7A 

The Cincinnati Post, Saturday, May 21, 1988' 7A 

Mahoney 
From Page 1A 

a bandage on the inside of his 
right forearm. 

Mahoney, freed of the shack-
les, rose slowly as Carroll Coun- 
ty District , Judge Stan 
Billingsley entered. Gary Ser-
gent, a Covington attorney, said 
he was representing Mahoney 
for the arraignment only. 

Security was heavy; a Ken-
tucky State Police captain said 
10 troopers were there. 

Everyone entering the court-
room was examined with a met-
al detector and had clothing 
patted down by a trooper. 

Three troopers stood behind 
Mahoney as he sat at the de-
fense table with Sergent and Ed 
Bourne, a public defender from 
Owen County. 

Members of Mahoney's fami-
ly sat together a few yards from 
the defense table. 

Billingsley denied bail for 
Mahoney, saying, "The court 
finds that death is a possible 
punishment for the crimes al-
leged, and the presumption is 
great that he committed (the) 
crimes." 

Billingsley ordered Mahoney 
taken to the Kentucky Correc-
tional Psychiatric Center in La-
Grange for evaluation to 
determine whether he is com-
petent to stand trial. 

Mahoney, again shackled, 
left the courthouse amid shouts 
of "Larry, we're with you" and 
"Hang in there, brother" from 
members of a group of more 
than a dozen friends and well-
wishers. 

Juanita White, a 35-year-old 
Carrollton woman, said she has 
known Mahoney for four years. 

"I had a problem with my 
son, and he (Mahoney) held my 
hand and let me cry," Ms. White 
said. 

She described Mahoney as a 
"very quiet, nice, loving person. 
He loves kids. He loves every-
body." 

Ms. White's sister, Jewell 
Wolfe, 39, said she has known 
Mahoney for at least 10 years 
"off and on." 

She added, "He's always been 
a shy type of boy. He never went 
out here and got in these hard 
fights on purpose." 

Billingsley scheduled a pre-
liminary hearing for. Mahoney 
for 1:30 p.m. June 2 in Carroll 
County District Court. 

A bond hearing has been 
scheduled for 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday. 



TERRY OUENNES/The Kentucky Post 

Xeritucky State Police officers escort Larry Mahoney from the Carroll County Courthouse. 
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Jam.ry to hear Mahoney 

Arial possi e t his  week By MARK CAMPBELL ,, IV in the case, he is "pretty optimistic" set. Richwalsky said he had witnes-

,Kentucky News Editor r ̀  that a jury can been found in the ses scheduled to fly in for tie trial 
case this week — especially after and he needed to . let their know 
11 of the 24 prospective jurors in- ahead when they are suppmed,lo 
terviewed Monday were retained 
for the case. 

However, special prosecutor 
Paul Richwalsky, an assistant to 
Kentucky Attorney General Fred 
Cowan, said it is still too early to 
tell-if the jury selection process can 
be completed by l ihlbmftk; 

Based on the numbe`r' oMu' Tors 
retained yesterday,'Richw"y was 
asked if he thought 'a jury could be 
empaneled by Friday. "I don't 
know, I'm fi Wy surprised. I 

.didn't think it would have this 
many-

Richwalsky r ` nday's in-
called for jury duty down. to .134..._.terviews do.littlFM  provide an ac-- 
prospective candidates in three curate gauge of the way jury selec-
days of group interviews last week, tion will continue Tuesday and 
24 people from that group were in- Wednesday. 
terviewed Monday with 13 ex- However, the prosecutor did ask 
cluded for cause and 11 retained to Satterwhite at the conclusion of 
possibly hear the trial. yesterday's interviews, if opening 

According to defense attorney arguments and the beginning of tes-
Jack Hildebrand, one of three attor- , timony for the commonwealth 
neys who will represent Mahoney would begin as soon as the jury is 

R 

Attorneys in the murder, and 
drunk driving trial of Larry Wayne 
Mahoney began the arduous task of 
conducting detailed interviews with 
prospective jurors Monday in an at-
tempt to narrow a 134-member 
pool down to the 15 jurors who will 
eventually decide his fate in the 
case. 

The interviews, conducted in the 
private chambers of Carroll Circuit 
Judge Charles F. Satterwhite in or-
der to protect the jurors' identity 
and give them every opportunity to 
be honest and open about their 
feelings in the case, were extensive 
in'nature and emotional at times. 

After narrowing the 300 people 

Huddled around 

appear. 
Satterwhite told the preftutor 

he would be in "a better poition to 
know about that" at the coclusion 
of today's interviews. 11 
The 13 candidates whi were 

dismissed from jury duty in the 
case were excused for vanus per-
sonal reasons that led attomys and 
Satterwhite to question thei ability 
to hear the case fairly. It t 

Mahoney, 36, of Owen 
County, is charged with counts 
of murder, 42 counts or-degree 
wanton endangerment, 1 ounts of 
first-degree assault and a count 
of driving under the inft ce: 

State police claim as drunk 
and driving on the wr• side of 
Interstate 71 near Carriton when 
he crashed his 1987 T6ta pickup 
truck into a bus owned[' the First 
Assembly of God Munch in 
Radcliff, Ky. The imct of the 
See: TRIAL i 
Back Page, Column r 

Reporters covering the murder and drunk driving trial of Larry Wayne Mahoney huddled around a 
monitor in a media room on the first floor of the Carroll County Courthouse to hear comments from in-
dividual jury interviews conducted in the second floor judge's chambers yesterday. In interviews that 
ended at 7 p.m., 24 prospective jurors were questioned with 11 of that group being retaincd to possibly 
hear the trial. (Staff photo by Mark Campbell.) 
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Satterwhite, who had denied ac-
cess to the individual interviews to 
both the public and media, set up 
an audio monitor Monday so repor-
ters could hear the proceedings 
from a media room on another floor 
of the Carroll County Courthouse. 
The judge said today's order 

prohibiting any broadcast of jurors 
comments was part of a continuing 
effort to protect the jurors' 
anonymity and insure that they will 
answer the attorneys' questions 
openly a honestly. He added juror's 
comments may, be reported but not 
in the form of tape recordings of 
the actual interviews. 
One of the jurors excused today 

said she had strong feelings about 
drinking and driving and could not 
objectively serve on the jury. 

"It's just the way I feel about 
`,drinking and driving, there's just no 
excuse (for it) at au, the woman 
said. "I honestly feel the evidence 
presented would not change my 
mind. I don't think there's any way 
he could be innocent." 

After being told that she was ex-
cused from serving on the case, the 
juror told the. judge and attorneys 
she was sorry she felt that way. 

"Don't be sorry," Satterwhite 
told her, while adding that he and 
the attorneys respect her honesty. 
"There's no reason to be sorry." 
' Another juror was excused from 
the case after he told the court that 
serving on the trial would be a 
financial hardship on his family be-
cause his employer would not 
compensate him during the case 
and. the $12.50 per day jury fee 
would be insufficient to pay his 
bills. 

"If this lasts a month or so, my 
bills' won't be paid and my electric 
won't be paid," the man said. He 
said he would probably be forced to 
work nights and hear the - trial 
during the day. 
The man added he would not be 

able to give full attention to tes-
timony. in the case because he 
would be "paying more attention to ' 
thoughts of how to make money"! 
and his financial problems. 

-- <= =-_1-- __- - 



Jerry in Mahoney trial 
in recess until Monday 
By MARK CAMPBELL,Y 
Kentucky News Editor  

The murder and drunken driving 
trial of Larry Mahoney has been 
recessed until Monday after jurors 
heard testimony from the final six 
severely injured survivors of a fiery 
1988 church bus crash yesterday. 

Yesterday's testimony brought to 
a close a week of graphic testimony 
that was emotionally wrenching to 
the defendant as well as the victims 
and their family members. In fact, 
court was recessed three times 
when either Mahoney or the young 
witnesses broke down in sobs and 
left the Carroll County Circuit 
Courtroom in tears. 

Before recessing yesterday, the 
jury heard testimony from the final 
six passengers - of the 67 children 
and adults who were on 'the 
Radcliff First Assembly of ' God 
church bus when Mahoney's°,-1987 
Toyota pickup truck crashed head-
on into the group on Interstate 71 
just south of Carrollton. The bus 
was returning from a trip to King's 
Island amusement park north of 
Cincinnati. 
The six' teen-agers were severely 

burned and each suffered life-
threatening injuries from either 
smoke inhalation or burns caused 
by the intense heat on the former, 
Meade County school bus. Doctors 
testified yesterday that all six of the 
victims could have died from their 
injuries if they had not received 
prompt medical attention. 

While, the six victims were the 
last to leave the bus, 24 children 
and three adults from their church 
youth group — many of which 
were either friends or family mem-
bers — remained on the burning 
vehicle and perished in the tragedy 
that has since been labeled the 
worst drunken driving accident in 
U.S. history. 

Mahoney, 36, of - rural Owen 
County, faces 27 counts of murder 
as well as 12 counts of first-degree 
assault, 42 counts of first-degree 

wanton endangerment and driving 
under the influence charges. 

State police claim- Mahoney's 
blood-alcohol level was 0.24 per-
cent after the crash — almost 21/2 
times the level considered too in-
toxicated to drive in Kentucky and 
that he was driving north in the 
southbound lanes of the interstate 
at the time of the collision. He 
could be sentenced to life in prison 
if convicted on the murder charges. 

During testimony yesterday, 
many of the victims the prosecution 
called bore visible scars that caused 
some jurors to turn their heads 
away. 

Dr. Mark Malangoni, a professor 
at the University of Louisville and 
.pediatric surgeon specializing in 
trauma and bum cases at Humana 
Hospital-University of Louisville, 
testified that the six victims 
received bums'over'S to 60 percent'-' 
of theinbodies. 

Malangoni said each of the six 
children he treated suffered smoke 
and heat inhalation injuries that 
necessitated they have tubes inser-
ted in their throats to eliminate the 
possibility of suffocation due to 
swelling. He said each of the vic-
tims were placed on a respirator to 
assist their breathing. 

Prior to Malangoni's testimony 
yesterday afternoon, each of the six 
children took the stand yesterday 
morning to tell what they rcmem-
bered of the tragedy; how they es-
caped or were rescued from the 
burning bus and how the tragedy 
has changed their lives. 
One gril, 16-year-old Ciaran 

Foran of Radcliff, broke down in 
tears on the witness stand and Car-
roll Circuit Judge Charles F. Sat-
terwhite called a 15-minute recess 
to allow her to regain her com-
posure. 
The breakdown came when the 

already nervous Foran was asked to 
describe what she had seen seconds 
after the collision by Assistant At-
torney General Paul Richwalsky Jr., 

special prosecutor in the case. 
Some jurors turned their eyes 

away from Foran, who was wearing 
a tan pressure garment to assist 
healing of severe burns on her 
neck, face and shoulder. 

After the unscheduled break, 
Foran testified she thought she had 
been blinded by the smoke and in-
tense heat following the crash. She 
said she was sitting in the ninth row 
of the 11-row vehicle and that no 
one would let her out and that she 
had been kicked several times 
when other children panicked in 
their efforts to flee the smoke and 
fire and exit the bus.' 

Foran said a "big helium bal-
loon" that she got at King's Island 
and .was using as a pillow, burst 
into her face at one time due to the 
intense heat. She ' spent about six 
weeks in a Louisville, hospital for 
treatment of burns and inhalation 
injuries and has undergone 19 sur-
geries since the crash. 

While most of the children's 
bums were caused by the intense 
heat that developed on the bus 
during the fire, Malangoni said that 
at least one of the children probably 
'had actual exposure to flames. 
He said Carey Aurentz, 15, also 

of Radcliff, suffered fourth-degree 
burns to her right foot and leg as 
well as bums to 55-60 percent of 
her entire body area. The foot later 
had to be amputated just below the 
girl's knee and she walked into 
court yesterday on crutches. 

Fourth-degree bums, according 
to Malangoni, occur when the burn 
extends through the victim's skin 
and into the fat and muscle. 

"Obviously, she had to have her 
foot in the flames itself at some 
time," said Malangoni, explaining 
that burns of that severity are 
.'usually the result of a direct 
amount of heat such as a flame 
burn ... her body part would have 

See: TRIAL 
Back Page, Column 3 
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Continued from Page 1 
been immersed in the flame." 

Aurentz was sitting in the aisle 
seat of the first row on the left side. 
of the bus — a location very near 
the fuel tank of the bus and close to 
where the fire first started: She said 
the impact knocked her further 
back into the bus and that she 
struggled to get close to the rear 
door before passing out at about 
row eight. 
"When I passed out I dreamed I 

was on a roller coaster ... I kept 
thinking to myself, 'Oh God, I'm 
going to die,"' said Aurentz, who 
noted she finally forced herself to 
wake up., "W hen I woke up I star-
ted climbing toward the back ... 
When I got to the back of the bus I 
stood up and then I just fell out of 
the bus onto the ground." 

In other testimony, 15-year-old 
Christy Pearmar. -of Radcliff, said 
when she tried to escape the bus, a 
seat had become so hot that it "mel-
ted my right palm." 

Pearman, whose father John, was 
the driver of the bus and died in the 
crash, said when the fire started 
children on the bus panicked and 
started yelling and running for the 
back emergency exit. 

"They were all yelling and just 
heading for the back," said 
Pearman, who was in the eighth 
row. "(Passengers were) jumping 
over everybody, pushing each other 
so that they could get out sooner 
(and saying) 'I want to get out, 
please help! "' 

She said she finally climbed over 
a seat, and got ,back out,. into the 
aisle, but by then there'was nobody 
behind her. 

Pearman said at one point she 
screamed for her, father and the heat 
was so intense in the bus that it 
"melted' her vocal cords together. 
She had to have surgery to correct 
the injury and could not talk for 
two months. 
I was afraid of losing my 

voice," she said. "It's still not. back 
to normal. I've got it. It's deep, but 
`h'a" God I've got it_" 

>n had four relatives on 
,lulling her father and 

Only she and two 

5 

Tor-

as  pulled from 
?er passing out 
I although the 
ructed mem-
oup on the 
n emergency 
it probably 
y good. 
Id us to go 
A work in a 
Vine Grove, 

told the jury. Farmer spent six days 
in the hospital including three on a 
respirator. 
A chart . of the bus used by the 

prosecution to show the location of 
the passengers on the bus prior to 
the crash also proved- to be emo-
tional for witnesses as well as 
family members. 

Aurentz sobbed as she held small 
color pictures 'of Kashawn 
Etheredge, Jennifer Arnett and 
Emillie Thompson, all friends who 
died in the wreck. 
The pictures were placed on the 

chart, which began as a diagram of 
the bus interior and eventually con-
tained the photos and names of 39 
children and one adult who sur-
vived the tragedy and all 27 victims 
who perished in the fire. 
The chart, 40 inches by 60 in-

ches and located between the wit-
ness stand and the 16-member jury 
panel, has also served as another 
memorial to those who died in the 
tragedy.: 

While the jury was out of the 
courtroom during , yesterday's 
recess to allow Foran to regain her 
composure, a few of the survivors' 
and some family members walked 
up to the chart, hugged each other ' 
and cried. 

Richwalsky said yesterday's tes-
timohy concluded testimony in the 
42 wanton endangerment and 12 
assault charges. He noted the 
proceedings have been emotionally 
difficult for the teen-agers and that 
it is a relief to get that phase of the 
trial behind the..victims as',well.as-
himself. 

"I'm sure they're relieved that 
it's over with," Richwalsky said of 
the teen-agers who testified. 
Several left the stand this week in 
tears. "I'm relieved" 

William Summers, Mahoney's 
lead defense attorney, said he was 
proud of the cooperation among 
prosecution, defense and Sat-
terwhite "to make it as easy on the 
children as we possibly could and 
still do our jobs." 

Carroll Circuit Judge Charles 
Satterwhite continued the case until 
Monday to allow a full day for a 
state police investigator to present a 
reconstruction of the accident 
scene. Only a half-day of testimony 
had been planned for Friday. 

Richwalsky said the state may 
conclude its case next week after 
testimony from the state medical 
examiner, who conducted autop-
sies, and relatives of the victims 
who died. 

(Information in this story was also 
gathered by The Associated Press.) 
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Teens burned. 
bus crash 

face months of 
hudles .painful ' 

By GIDEON GIL 
Staff Writer •UiA•r•a: 

Early last week, a rumor circulated. 
among Kimberly Farmer's friends that the 
16-year-old was in a coma at Humana Hospi= 
tal-University of Louisville. 

Kimberly, whose face was burned when a 
pickup crashed * into a school bus May 14, 
refused to open her eyes. She lay motion-
less; movement was too painful. 

"I just told her, 'You get those eyes open 
and start blinking, them,'" Kimberly's moth-
er, Gloria Farmer, said. "I just told her, 
`You're going to have to fight to get better. 
You can't just give in to pain."' 
The pep talk _ worked. 
Kimberly began blinking her eyes, puck-

ering her lips and performing other facial 
exercises to prevent scars. On Friday, she 
went home to tiny Rineyville, in Hardin 
County. 

But medical personnel who work with 
burn patients say many hurdles — physical 
and . psychological — await Kimberly and 
the 14 other teen-agers seriously burned in 
the crash, which killed 27 people on Inter-
state 71 near Carrollton. 
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STAFF PHOTO BY BEN VAN HOOK 

Nurses Willena Finley, left, Michelle Clapp and Deborah Williams of Humana Hospital-University of Louisville looked over 
cards and letters sent to victims of.the bus crash near Carrollton. They are part of the burn-unit team caring.for the children. 

In severe burn cases, "the rehabilitation 
process and follow-up is at least a year," 
said Dr. Mary E. Fallat, a pediatric surgeon 
who tended nine of the crash victims at Ko-
sair Children's Hospital in Louisville. 
"We can't forget them," said Jackie Ward, 

a.Uriiversity hospital chaplain. "In.seven or 
eight months we'll remember the dead. We 
need to remember the living." 
When Kimberly and others on the bus 

were rushed to University and Kosair, most 
were connected to respirators because they 

had suffered smoke inhalation. Their burns 
were cleaned, and they were given fluids 
intravenously to prevent shock. Burn vic-
tims lose tremendous amounts of fluid,' 
which must be replenished with five to sev-
en gallons of salt-water : solution each day, 
said Dr. Frank Miller, a surgeon at Univer-
sity, where six survivors have been treated. 
Because skin protects the body from in-

fectious organisms, burn victims are espe-
cially susceptible to infections. To guard 
against these, the burned areas are washed 

every eight hours with soap and water, dead 
skin is scraped off, and the wounds are 
dressed with.gauze and an antibiotic cream 
that helps keep the wound moist, encourag-
ing healing. 
Although patients with deep second- or 

third-degree burns don't feel pain early, the 
changing of dressings and removal of skin 
can be excruciating, even with pain medica-

See TEENS 
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t5on, Miller said. 
Seven of the crash patients have 

received skin grafts for third-degree 
burns. Their quarter-inch-deep 
burns destroyed the cells that pro 
duce new skin, so new cells had to 
be transplanted. Slices of new tissue 
were taken from unburned areas of 
the patients' bodies with a device 
that acts much like a cheese slicer. 

In some cases, when too much 
skin has been burned, patients must 
get skin from cadavers. One bus-
crash victim burned over 60 percent 
of her body got such skin. 
The cadaver skin protects the 

burn wound for two or three weeks 
until it is rejected. By that time, the 
patient's unburned cells have gener-
ated more skin, which can be graft-
ed onto the burns. 

Therapists began working with 
the bus-crash patients the day after 
the accident, teaching and cajoling 
them to flex their joints, wiggle 
their fingers, pucker their lips and 
blink their eyes. 
Between exercise sessions, the pa-

tients' limbs were put in customized 
splints — or sometimes suspended 
— to keep them from losing ground 
while they rested. Without exercise, 
burned limbs can lose the ability to 
move within days, said Sharon Ann 
Calandrino, assistant physical thera-
pist in University's burn unit. Dead 
tissue hardens and thickens, restrict-
ing movement of joints and muscles. 
Later, the skin tightens as it heals, 
with much the same effect. 

"If they spend one day without 
moving or doing their (exercise) 
program, they can hardly move the 
next day," Calandrino said. 

Initially, when burn patients are 
in pain, depressed and denying their 
injuries, many prefer to sleep much 
of the day and move as little as pos-
sible. 
"The thing in the favor of all 

these children is their families have 
been here egging them on," Fallat 
said. 

If parental encouragement fails, 
Calandrino steps in, sometimes mo-
tivating her charges with grotesque 
pictures of patients who did not ex-
ercise. 

"It's hard when the families come 

in here," Calandrino said.""The first 
thing the families say .is 'Let me 
feed you: I say no." It's important 
for the burn victims to feed and 
dress themselves and perform other 
activities of daily living. "If it takes 
you an hour to get your shoe on, you 
can get it on," she said. 

People who have been burned se-
riously also suffer psychologically. 
They go through the typical grief 

pattern of denial, then anger, de-
pression and ultimately acceptance, 
said Pat Lacefield, a University of 
Louisville psychiatric nurse who. 
works with burn patients. 

"There's a lot of powerlessness. 
People are doing things to them," 
said Lacefield, who works with pa-
tients to overcome such feelings.. 
Self-motivation helps speed recov-
ery, she said. 
Appearance is generally the chief 

concern of burn victims, and that 
concern is likely to be magnified 
among the- young bus-crash survi-
vors. "Looks are very important to 
teen-alters," Lacefield said. 
Because burn units require large 

staffs -- up to one nurse per patient 
plus therapists and psychiatrists, 
among others — treatment is costly. 
Miller estimates that hospital 
charges, excluding doctors' fees, run 
$3,000 a day. Rachel Bell, the unit's 
nurse coordinator, noted that one 
patient's bill for a three-month stay 
reached $500,000. 
The hard work does not end with 

discharge from the hospital. Fallat 
said a patient's ultimate appearance 
and mobility can be influenced for 
up to a year by various techniques. 

Bryan Gordon, 20, a painter who 
was burned over 60 percent of his 
body in an explosion and fire at 
Norton Hospital last January, knows 
what that means. 

After his discharge, he went for 
physical therapy every day for two 
months. Even now — four months 
after he was burned — Gordon 
wears .arm splints to bed, making 
sleep difficult. 
Except when he swims and show-

ers, he also must wear a skin-tight 
suit similar to panty hose that cov-
ers all' of his body except his head 
and neck. The pressure garment . 
prevents areas of Taised skin from 
forming at the edges of skin grafts. V. 

Such areas restrict movements and 
are unsightly. 

Despite all this, Gordon said the. 
hardest part of his recovery has 
been "just. accepting that your 
body's : not the same as it used to 
be." Because of numbness in his fin-
gers, for example, he has' had to for-
go button-fly jeans. 

Kimberly Farmer fears she won't 
be able to practice this summer 
with the award-winning North Hard-
in High School band, her mother 
said. The teen-ager's face may be 
too sensitive to march in the sum-
mer sun, and her burned lips may 
hinder her on the French horn. 

Eventually, Kimberly and the oth-
ers are going to have to wrestle with 
the question of "Why?" said chap-
-lain Ward, and some may need to 
see a •psychiatrist or pastoral coun-
selor. 
Added Bell, "When these kids go 

back to school next year, there are 
going to be a lot of empty desks, and 
it may be tougher then.". 
When he visited the crash victims 

in University's burn unit last week, 
Gordon told them to "just hang in 
there, because thank God. you're 
alive." 
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Mahoney 

Mahoney's-
remorse is 
`tremendous' 
By TODD MURPHY 
and JUDY BRYANT 
Staff Writers 

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Lary 
Mahoney is "very confused" 
and .has "tremendous re-
morse" for his actions in the 
crash that killed. 27 people 
near Carrollton on May 14, his 
lawyer said yesterday. 
"He does not ask any of you 

that have any concern for this 
to feel sorry or to have com-
passion for him," Lexington 

See LAWYER 
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lawyer Bill Summers said at an 
.afternoon press conference. "But he 
just asks you to understand that this 
-is something that he will live with 
.all of his life. His life was ruined on 
that evening-also. 
Mahoney, a chemical-plant work-

-er from Owen County, is accused of 
driving his pickup on the wrong side 
-of Interstate 71 on the night of May 
14 and colliding head-on with a 
church bus returning from the 
Kings' Island amusement park near 
Cincinnati. 
A test found that Mahoney's 

-blood-alcohol content was 0.24 per-
,cent two hours after the accident — 
.more than twice the 0.10 percent at 
'which the law presumes a person to 
-be drunk. 
Summers was hired by the Ken-

tucky Department of Public Advoca-
cy to defend Mahoney. 
At the 45-minute press conference 

at his Lexington apartment com-
plex, Summers talked about the 
-case, his discussions with Mahoney 
:and the prosecution's plan to seek 
-the death penalty. 
Summers said he talked to Ma-

honey on Monday at the Kentucky 
Correctional Psychiatric Center 

near La Grange, where he is being 
held. Summers described Mahoney's 
state of mind as "very confused at 
this time. He's extremely confused." 
Summers also said, "We feel that 

obviously it is not a death-penalty 
case." 
He said the statute governing 

whether a crime can be punishable 
by death speaks of explosive-type 
devices. He said a vehicle should 
not be considered such a device. 
Summers also said he believes the 

prosecution's statements that it 
would ask for the death penalty 
were intended for political gain. 
"Show me another reason," he said. 

But Summers said he thinks Ma-
honey can receive a fair trial in 
Carrollton. 
Mahoney is scheduled to appear 

in Carroll District Court in Carroll-
ton this morning for a hearing on a 
request that bond be set. Summers 
said he expects the prosecution to 
ask that Mahoney not be allowed to 
post bond. He said he will argue that 
Mahoney would not be a danger to 
the community — and that Ma-
honey could be released on bond 
with the stipulation that he not 
drive. 
Summers, who is a partner in a 

law firm in Cleveland and who start-

ed a branch in Lexington earlier 
this year, said he became involved 
in the-case Friday. 
He said the state may have asked 

him to represent Mahoney because 
of Summers' past involvement in 
death-penalty cases. Summers was 
involved in the death-penalty cases 
in 1980 of prison inmates who had 
rioted in New Mexico. 
Summers started the press confer-

ence by saying the Mahoney family 
wanted to offer "feelings of deep, 
deep sympathy and very great re-
morse for the ... families who suf-
fered this .tragedy." 
Summers said later that Mahoney 

is not the monster who is being por-
trayed across the nation. 

"This man .. he held a job for 
four years. Before that be farmed. 
I'm not saying: 'Give him the gover-
nor's medal for good conduct.' But 
he had an excellent work record. 
He's not known in the area to be the 
town drunk or the town idiot." 

In an affidavit to determine Ma-
honey's assets that was filed in dis-
trict court, Mahoney said he nets 
$330 a week or $420 a week, de-
pending on whether he works week-
ly shifts totaling 36 or 48 hours. He 
is employed at M&T Chemical Inc. 
in Carrollton, and earns $11.92 an 

01 k1 m o 

hour, the affidavit said. 
His only personal property is his 

1987 Toyota pickup, which is not 
fully paid for. He pays $250 a month 
in rent, and he listed other unspeci-
fied debts in the affidavit. 
Mahoney, who is divorced, sup-

ports two children under age 18, ac-
cording to- the affidavit. 

After Friday's arraignment, Ma-
honey was-taken to the psychiatric 
center, where he is under 24-hour 
"close" supervision. 
The court ordered Mahoney to re-

main at the center for evaluation of 
his mental condition and competen-
cy to stand trial. 
Summers has filed two motions in 

court. The first asks Judge Stanley 
Billingsley to prevent any interroga-
tion of Mahoney by "any person ad-
verse to (his) interests." 
That would include state police 

and personnel from the offices of 
the state, attorney general, the Car-
roll County sheriff, the Carroll Coun-
ty commonwealth's attorney and the 
Carroll County attorney. 
The second motion asks the court 

to preserve all evidence related to 
the case — including all original 
notes, reports and memoranda con-
cerning several aspects of the case 
— so that independent tests can be 
done. i 

Billingsley is expected to rule on i 
the motions today. 
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By SCOTT THURM 
Staff Writer 

A 1972 federal report called the, 
location of school-bus fuel tanks "an 
unnecessary hazard;' and foretold' 
in haunting detall a-fiery crash like 
the-one that killed 27 people May 14 
near Carrollton, Ky. 

In the 'report, the National Trans 
portation Safety - Board recommend-' 
ed-that fuel tanks on school buses be' 
relocated. But, regulators, never act-
ed on the suggestion,, and the safety 
board considered its concerns satis-
fied by 1977 -rules. requiring tanks to 
be protected against collisions. 
The recommendation may get a 

second look during the Investigation 
of the fatal wreck on Interstate 71. in 
which the ' fuel tank was ruptured. 
The resulting fire blocked the front i 
door and has been blamed for all 27 
deaths. 

Today, as 16 years ago, fuel tanks 
are placed on the right side of 
school buses, behind the front door. 
It's unclear exactly why that's so, al-
though the practice • apparently 
dates back more than four decades. 
One leading bus manufacturer says 
that's the safest place. 

But in its 1972-report, the safety 
board disagreed. 
The report followed a safety-

board Investigation of a wreck in 
Reston, Va., in which a car ran a 
stop sign and struck the right side of 
a school bus. The fuel tank of the 
bus fell off and caught fire, injuring 
the driver of the car. The bus rolled 
away from the the fire and did not 
burn. 

Although the four children on the 
bus were injured only slightly, the. 
safety board questioned why fuel 
tanks were located so close to the 

See 1972 REPORT 
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front door, where a fire would block 
one of the exits. 
"A large-scale tragedy could easi-

ly have followed," the safety board's 
report said. "Speculation as to such 
tragic results cannot be brushed 
aside. 
"The scene was set. It should not 

be necessary to wait until such a 
tragedy has in fact occurred to ap. 
preciate how closely this event 
missed being such an example, and 
to remove the elements which 
brought it to the brink." 

Discussing that report this week, 
Alan Pollock, a spokesman for the 
safety board, said, "Here we are 16 
years later, and that's exactly what 
happened." 
The board recommended in its 

1972 report that the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, 
which regulates vehicle design and 
construction, develop rules to pro-
tect fuel tanks in wrecks and to de-
termine the safest location for them. 
Five years later, regulations took 

effect that required fuel tanks to be 
protected from leaking in crashes 
up to 30, miles per hour — a stan-
dard most manufacturers have met 
by surrounding the tanks with steel 
cages. 
But yesterday an official of the 

traffic-safety agency could not im-
mediately explain what had hap-
pened to the recommendation that 
the fuel tank be moved. 
The official, who said he could 

not be Identified because of agency 
policy, said the safety board fre-
quently made suggestions that the 
other agency did not follow, and the 
fuel-tank proposal may have been 
caught in a "continuing running bat-
tle" between the two government 
bodies. 
The safety board did not press its 

call for the fuel tank to be moved, 
and it appears to have been satisfied 
by the 1977 regulation protecting 
tanks against collisions, said Su-
zanne Stack of the safety-board 
staff. 

In the crash near Carrollton, a 
truck going the wrong way on I-71 
collided with the right front side of 
the bus. - 

The former school bus — a 1977 
Superior — was owned by the First 
Assembly of God church_ In Radcliff. 
The collision opened a 3-inch hole 

in the gasoline tank. 
State police and the Carroll Coun-

ty coroner have said that the lack of 
exits from the burning bus — there 
was only one emergency exit, the 
rear door — contributed to the 
death toll. 
The safety board Is Investigating 

the accident, and Pollock, the 
board's spokesman, said the probe 
may lead to new recommendations 
for safety standards in school buses, 
including protection for fuel tanks. 
The church bus did not have 

crash protection around the gas 
tank and was one of the last built 
without it. 
However, state Fire Marshal Bill 

Martin has questioned whether the 
metal cage would have prevented 
the rupture of the tank. 

It was unclear yesterday why 
>chool-bus fuel tanks are placed on 
he right side of the bus, outside the 
:hassis. 
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This marker on I-71 
reminds travelers of the 
largest alcohol-related 
crash in the country. lt's 
a scar for many in the 
county, who would like to 
see it removed. 

SHARON GRAVES/The 

News-Democrat 
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