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Patenting Process: Step 1

WARRANTS

syn.  CERTIFICATES, COMMISSIONERS’ CERTIFICATES, or

SPECIAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

FUNCTION:       Authorize Entries 

Samples:  Military, Certificate of Settlement, Preemption Warrant, 

Treasury, Finding Salt, Clearing a Road, Poor Widows 

Warrant, Purchased from Kentucky Land Office, or 

Purchased from County Court. Legislation for Relief of Poor Persons,  

Certain Persons, or Establishing Academies/Seminaries    

•WARRANTS MAY BE ASSIGNED.

•WARRANTS MAY BE USED IN WHOLE OR IN PART.

•WARRANTS DO NOT CONVEY TITLE.



Patenting Process: Step 2

ENTRIES

FUNCTION:      Reserve Land for Surveying

Early Kentucky, Fayette, Lincoln & Jefferson County Entries are available from 

the Kentucky Land Office. Subsequent Entry Books are kept on the county level.

Entries include the date of filing, name of applicant, type of warrant(s) being used, 

warrant number(s) & the location of the land to be surveyed.

• Entries may be withdrawn or amended. 

• Check marginal notations. 

• Entries do not convey title. 



Patenting Process:  Step 3

SURVEYS

FUNCTION:    Depict & Describe the Tract being Patented

Surveys include:  Plat Drawing, List of Warrant(s) being used, 

Name of Person(s) for whom the Survey is being made, County, Closest 

Watercourse, Metes & Bounds Description, Surveyor, Deputy Surveyor (if 

applicable), Chain Carriers, Housekeeper/Pilot/Director, Marker, Magnetic 

Variation, and Date of Survey.

• SURVEYS MAY BE ASSIGNED.

• SURVEYS DO NOT CONVEY TITLE.



Patenting Process:  Step 4

GRANTS

FUNCTION:      Finalize the Land Patenting Process

Grants include: Name of Governor or Lt. Governor, Name of Patentee(s), Type 

of Warrant(s) Being Used, Warrant Number(s), County, Watercourse, Metes & 

Bounds Description, Date of Issuance, Year of the Commonwealth (Virginia or 

Kentucky), & the Signature of the Governor or Lt. Governor (on original 

document). Note: Original Grants, decorated with the Seal & Official Signature 

are sent to the Patentee. The Land Office enters a copy of the Grant in the 

Land Office Grant Book.

• Conveyances after the Grant is issued are filed with the county clerk. 

• There is no central registration of deeds in Kentucky. 

• Conveyances may be recorded as Deeds or included in Will bequests.



KENTUCKY LAND PATENTS:  
Virginia & Old Kentucky Series

Virginia Military District for Revolutionary War Veterans  

Cherokee Land (1805)
Chickasaw Land (1818)

Patents in this area were authorized by: 

French & Indian War Warrants; Governors’ 

Warrants; Certificates of Settlement; Preemption 

Warrants (400a & 1000a); Treasury Warrants; 

Importation Warrants; Acts for Poor Persons; 

Special Acts of the Virginia or Kentucky General 

Assembly; Acts for Academies & Seminaries 

(1798+ in former Military District); & “Infrastructure” 

Warrants, ex. Establishing Roads.

Virginia Series:  9441 Patents (1779-1792)

Old Kentucky Series:  7668 Patents (1792+)

Original documents housed in the Kentucky Secretary of 

State’s Land Office, Frankfort, Ky.

Location of Military District:  “Southeast course from the head of Green River to the Cumberland mountains; with the said mountains to the Carolina line; with the 

line to the Cherokee or Tennessee River; with the said River to the said Green river; until the farther order.” Ref: Virginia Land Law of 1779.

Notes: (1)  Some Military Patents extend to the 36° 30’ parallel into Tennessee due to the “former Kentucky boundary.”  (2)  Although the eastern boundary of 

the Military District set the line as the Cumberland Mountains, the Land Law further stated no land could be entered or located within the county & limits of the 

Cherokee Indians. Portions of the shaded counties in eastern Kentucky were ceded in 1805 under the Tellico Treaty.  (3) Soldiers who had settled in the 

southern counties of the Jackson Purchase had to wait until 1818 to patent their land. Their patents comprise the “West of Tennessee River Military Series.”                                                                                                                           



https://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/resources/legislation/Pages/default.aspx



Patents in the South of Green River Patent Series are not limited to the South of Green River area. 

Jillson’s “Kentucky Land Grants” identifies SGR patents in counties marked with a dot. 

County formation dates may place SGR patents in daughter counties.



Warrant / Certificate

South of Green River

Patent #4322



Field Survey

South of Green River

Patent #4322



Receipt

South of Green River

Patent #4322



Land Office Copy of 

Governor’s Grant

South of Green River

Patent #4322

Grant Book 2, page 539



KENTUCKY LAND PATENTS:  
Virginia & Old Kentucky Series

Virginia Military District for Revolutionary War Veterans  

Cherokee Land (1805)
Chickasaw Land (1818)

Patents in this area were authorized by: 

French & Indian War Warrants; Governors’ 

Warrants; Certificates of Settlement; Preemption 

Warrants (400a & 1000a); Treasury Warrants; 

Importation Warrants; Acts for Poor Persons; 

Special Acts of the Virginia or Kentucky General 

Assembly; Acts for Academies & Seminaries 

(1798+ in former Military District); & “Infrastructure” 

Warrants, ex. Establishing Roads.

Virginia Series:  9441 Patents (1779-1792)

Old Kentucky Series:  7668 Patents (1792+)

Original documents housed in the Kentucky Secretary of 

State’s Land Office, Frankfort, Ky.

Location of Military District:  “Southeast course from the head of Green River to the Cumberland mountains; with the said mountains to the Carolina line; with the 

line to the Cherokee or Tennessee River; with the said River to the said Green river; until the farther order.” Ref: Virginia Land Law of 1779.

Notes: (1)  Some Military Patents extend to the 36° 30’ parallel into Tennessee due to the “former Kentucky boundary.”  (2)  Although the eastern boundary of 

the Military District set the line as the Cumberland Mountains, the Land Law further stated no land could be entered or located within the county & limits of the 

Cherokee Indians. Portions of the shaded counties in eastern Kentucky were ceded in 1805 under the Tellico Treaty.  (3) Soldiers who had settled in the 

southern counties of the Jackson Purchase had to wait until 1818 to patent their land. Their patents comprise the “West of Tennessee River Military Series.”                                                                                                                           



https://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/resources/legislation/Pages/default.aspx



Patents in the Tellico Patent Series are not limited to the Tellico area. 

Jillson’s “Kentucky Land Grants” identifies Tellico patents in counties marked with a dot. 

County formation dates may place Tellico patents in daughter counties.



QUICK GUIDE:  KEY POINTS TO REMEMBER

• The federal government does not issue land patents in Kentucky. Kentucky 
patents are authorized by Acts of the Virginia General Assembly (prior to 1792) 
or the Kentucky General Assembly.

• Kentucky county formation must be considered when researching any facet of 
Kentucky history. 

• The Secretary of State's Office is the repository for over 100,000 patent files 
containing warrants, surveys, and grants. Researchers do not have to travel to 
Virginia to research Kentucky land patents prior to 1792. Those records were 
sent   to Frankfort shortly after Kentucky became a state.

• Land Office holdings are limited to land patents only. Although applications 
listing parents, family history, etc., were not required, there are instances in 
which wills, or other affidavits of descent, are part of the patent file.

• There is no “Master Patent Map” maintained by the Land Office.

• Warrants do not identify a certain tract or location.

• Neither warrants nor surveys convey title. Every step in the patent process must 
be followed. The Governor’s Grant finalizes the patenting transaction.



• Not all Kentucky Patent Series are online. Contact the Kentucky Land Office for 
access to original patent files. The Kentucky History Center Library has 
printback books of Land Office Surveys and Grants. (These are ideal for 
researching an area rather than a family.) Microfilm reels of all original 
Warrants, Entries, Surveys, and Land Office copies of Grants are available at 
the Kentucky History Center & the Kentucky Department for Libraries & 
Archives.

• There is no central registration of deeds in Kentucky. Deeds are filed on the 
county level with the county clerk along with wills and marriages. Courthouse 
disasters, such as fires or thievery, are just that -- disasters. Records not 
previously microfilmed or removed for preservation are lost. Check the Grantor 
AND Grantee indices; some conveyances may be recorded in one book but not 
in the other. Research processioners’ books and court judgments for division of 
disputed or inherited land.

• The Kentucky Department for Libraries & Archives is the state repository for 
county records, such as Wills and Deeds.

• Be creative when researching land patents and all land records! Names were 
spelled phonetically in many instances. Tax Lists may be indexed by given 
name rather than surname!



• Patents were issued to women as early as the 1700s. In some instances, 
they were heirs finishing patents initiated by their husband or a family 
member. In 1820, the Kentucky General Assembly allowed poor widows to 
patent up to 100 acres of land without fee payment. 

• African-Americans patented land in Kentucky prior to the Civil War.

• Military grants comprise a small portion of Kentucky land patents. Most 
patents were authorized by purchasing treasury, state, or county 
warrants/certificates. 

• The only military warrants honored in Kentucky were for service by 
Virginians in the French and Indian War, Lord Dunmore’s War,  and the 
Revolutionary War. 

• Kentucky did not honor warrants for service in the War of 1812, the Mexican 
War, or subsequent conflicts. Those warrants had to be used in federal 
public domain states, such as Missouri or Illinois. (This partially explains the 
move westward by some Kentucky veterans or assignees; they had to 
relocate to a state that honored federal bounty land warrants.) Contact the 
Central Reference Division, National Archives, Pennsylvania Avenue, 8th 
St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20408 for information regarding military service, 
federal bounty land, and pension applications. 















QUICK GUIDE:  KENTUCKY LAND PATENT SERIES
The patent series indicates what types of warrants were used to authorize surveys. Each series is based on time period and land location. The 
nine major groupings are as follows: 

• Virginia Series (Grants issued prior to 1792) -- 9,441 surveys

• Old Kentucky Series (Grants issued from 1792-1815) -- 7,668 surveys 

Patents in the Virginia and Old Kentucky Series were authorized by French and Indian War Warrants, Treasury Warrants,  

Importation Warrants, Acts for the Relief of Certain Poor Persons, Acts for the Establishment of Academies and Seminaries, 

Warrants for Finding Salt, Warrants for Clearing Roads, Certificates of Settlement, and Preemption Warrants. 

• South of Green River Series (Grants from 1795 forward) -- 16,664 surveys 

This series opened the Military District to settlement by non-veterans. County commissioners approved the issuance of  

warrants/certificates to residents purchasing no more than 400 acres of unappropriated land. Applicants had to meet age and 

residency requirements and they had to have occupied the land one year prior to application. An improvement, such as a cabin 

or a crop, was also required. The original 1795 Act of the General Assembly required the applicants to be 21 years of age or 

older. The minimum age was lowered in 1798 to 18. Due to errors in patent series assignments, a number of patents in the 

South of Green River Series are located outside the region. Some are as far north as Pendleton County.

• Tellico Series (Grants in southeast Kentucky) -- 590 surveys 

This area was purchased from the Cherokee Indians in 1805. Under the Act of 1810, settlers meeting the six-month residency 

requirement could patent up to 200 acres of land by paying $40 per 100 acres. Due to errors in patent series assignments, a 

number of patents in the Tellico Series fall out of the Tellico Region.

• Kentucky Land Warrant Series (Grants from 1815 forward) -- 26,080 surveys 

These warrants were purchased or issued by the Kentucky Land Office. Many were authorized by the General Assembly for the

development of Kentucky's infrastructure, i.e., proceeds from warrant sales were used to build roads.

• South of Walker's Line Series (Grants from 1820 forward) -- 4,327 surveys 

These patents are located in northern Tennessee. They generally run to the 36 degrees 30 minute parallel or the baseline of the 

Jackson Purchase. The Kentucky Land Office has patent records for the following Tennessee counties: Sumner, Smith, 

Robertson, Macon, Montgomery, Stewart, Jackson, Claiborne, Clay, Fentress, Pickett, Scott and Campbell.

• West of Tennessee River Military Series -- (Grants from 1821 to 1828) -- 242 surveys 

This area was purchased from the Chickasaw Indians in 1818. A number of Revolutionary War soldiers occupied the land,  

known later as the Jackson Purchase, without having clear title. In 1820, the Kentucky General Assembly advised the veterans 

to immediately file for patents.

• West of Tennessee River Non-Military Series (Grants from 1822 to 1900) -- 9,308 surveys 

While the Revolutionary War veterans were patenting their land, the Jackson Purchase was being mapped in ranges, townships

and sections by William Henderson. In 1821, the General Assembly authorized the auctioning of "odd sections" in the West of 

Tennessee River area. Sales would be held in Princeton. Upon presentation of a receipt, the Register issued a certificate

authorizing the grant. In 1825, public sales were authorized in Waidsborough in Calloway county. The state set a minimum price

per acre for the land sales. By 1835, that price had been reduced to 12.5 cents per acre.

• County Court Order Series (Grants from 1835 to present date) -- 70,238 surveys.

In 1835, the General Assembly granted county courts the right to issue warrants authorizing surveys. Fees are set locally, 

however, the law requires a minimum of $5 per 100 acres of unappropriated land. The County Court Order Patent Series is 

codified in Chapter 56 of the Kentucky Revised Statutes. 



KENTUCKY LAND PATENTS

What is online?
Secretary of State’s Land Office Website:

http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/Pages/default.aspx

• Virginia & Old Kentucky Series 
– Patents authorized by: French & Indian War Warrants; Lord 

Dunmore Warrants; Revolutionary War Warrants; Certificates of 
Settlement & Preemption Warrants; Treasury Warrants, etc.

• West of Tennessee River Military Series

• West of Tennessee River Non-Military 
Series

• Jackson Purchase Locator

• County Court Order Series Database (over 
8200 patents link to scanned images)

• Old Lincoln County Entries (excluding RW Military District)

http://www.sos.ky.gov/admin/land/Pages/default.aspx


KENTUCKY LAND PATENTS

What is not online?
(Secretary of State’s Land Office Website)

• South of Green River Patent Series

• Kentucky Land Warrants Patent Series 

• Tellico Patent Series

• South of Walker’s Line Patent Series 
(Note: Tennessee Land)

• Fayette County, Virginia, Entry Books

• Jefferson County, Virginia, Entry Books 
(Note: These books include Kentucky County, Virginia, Entries.)

• Entry Books for the Military District



Glen Willis 

In 1815, a story-and-a-half brick home replaced the old log 

“Glen Willis” built in the 1790s built by Willis Atwell Lee. In 

1832 “Glen Willis” was purchased by Humphrey Marshall, 

Revolutionary War veteran, politician, and historian.

Thank 
you for 
your 

efforts to 
preserve 

our 
history!

Kandie Adkinson

Room T21B

Capitol Annex

Frankfort, KY  40601

502-782-7408

Kandie.Adkinson@ky.gov


