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Getting a Good Start  
Things I wish I’d Known about Genealogical Research Before I Began 

Cynthia Maharrey                       12 May 2022 

Things to consider before and during research 

A. Ethics 

B. Locale 

C. Research objective 

D. Genealogical Proof Standard  

E. Be prepared 

The Three R’s 

 Research 

1. Organization 

2. Basic forms 

3. Objective  

4. Plan 

 Records 

1. Categories 

2. Access 

 Resources 

1. Groups 

2. Learning opportunities 

3. Your library 

 

How to Begin 

 Pedigree chart 

 Home record examples 

 An example of a good start 
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Selected Online Resources: 

Ancestry.com       https://www.ancestry.com  

Chronicling America      https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/  

FamilySearch       https://www.familysearch.org  

Find A Grave       https://www.findagrave.com  

Fold3         https://www.fold3.com  

GenealogyBank       https://www.genealogybank.com  

Genealogy on Facebook List    https://www.socialmediagenealogy.com 

HathiTrust        https://www.hathitrust.org  

Internet Archive       https://archive.org    

Kentucky Genealogical Society    https://kygs.org/  

Legacy Family Tree Webinars     https://familytreewebinars.com/   

Library of Congress      https://www.loc.gov  

Mid-Continent Public Library    https://www.mymcpl.org  

Newspapers.com       https://newspapers.com   

RootsTech Conference     https://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng   

The National Archives and Records Administration  https://www.archives.gov   

WorldCat        https://www.worldcat.org  

 

 

Selected Print Resources: 

Board for Certification of Genealogists. Genealogy Standards. Washington: Ancestry.com, 
2014. 

Burroughs, Tony. Black Roots: A Beginner’s Guide to Tracing the African American Family 
Tree. New York: Fireside, 2001. 

Byers, Paula K., ed. African American Genealogical Sourcebook. Detroit: Gale Research, 
Inc., 1995. 

Croom, Emily Anne. Unpuzzling Your Past: A Basic Guide to Genealogy, Third Edition. 
Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 1995. 

Franklin, John Hope. From Slavery to Freedom:  A History of Negro Americans, Fifth 
Edition. New York:  Alfred A. Knopf, 1980. 

Greenwood, Val D. The Researcher’s Guide to American Genealogy, Third Edition. 
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 2000. 

Mills, Elizabeth Shown. Evidence! Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian. Baltimore: 
Genealogical Publishing Company, 1997. 

Mills, Elizabeth Shown. Evidence Explained, Citing History Sources from Artifacts to 
Cyberspace, Third Edition Revised. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 
2017. 

Pinnick, Timothy N. Finding and Using African American Newspapers. Self-published, 
2008. 

Smith, Franklin Carter and Croom, Emily Ann.  A Genealogist’s Guide to Discovering Your 
African-American Ancestors. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 2008. 
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Stewart, Jeffrey C. 1001 Things Everyone Should Know About African American History. 
New York: Doubleday, 1996. 

Szucs, Loretto D. and Luebking, Sandra H., eds. The Source: A Guidebook of American 
Genealogy, Revised Edition. Salt Lake City: Ancestry Incorporated, 1997.  

Thackery, David T. Finding Your African American Ancestors: A Beginner’s Guide. Orem, 
UT: Ancestry Publishing, 2000. 

Woodtor, Dee Parmer. Finding a Place Called Home: A Guide to African-American 
Genealogy and Historical Identity. New York: Random House, 1999. 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

Email:  csmaharrey@outlook.com 

Website:  https://www.NamePlaceDate.com 

Facebook:  @ANamePlaceandDate 
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