
©2023 Cynthia Maharrey. All rights reserved.                                                         Page 1 of 2 

 

African Americans in Kentucky Records  
Finding the Last Slave Holder 

     Cynthia Maharrey                                      22 August 2023 

This webinar is the second part of the series Discovering African Americans in Kentucky 

Records. It covers the importance of the where, when and how of the last slave holder, ways to 

search for the last slave holder and general information about slavery in Kentucky  The goal is 

to help participants in their African American genealogical research. 

Research Difficulties 

• Time 

• Method 

• Emotional Impact 

What We Seek and Why 

• Where 

• When 

• How 

Research Method 

• Low-hanging Fruit 

• Source of information 

• Surname premise 

The Clayborne Fox Case Study 

 

Where to Find Location-specific Information 

• Local historical societies 

• University libraries 

• Local public libraries 

• Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives 

• Kentucky Historical Society 

• KYGS.org 

• Books (preferably source-cited) 

• The internet 

• Facebook Groups 
 

Selected Online Resources: 

Ancestry.com       https://www.ancestry.com  

Atlas of Historical County Boundaries   https://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/  

FamilySearch       https://www.familysearch.org  

Google Books       https://books.google.com   

HathiTrust        https://www.hathitrust.org  

Library of Congress      https://www.loc.gov  

The National Archives and Records Administration  https://www.archives.gov   

United States Census Bureau     https://www.census.gov  
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Selected Print Resources: 

Acts Passed at the First Session of the Twelfth General Assembly for the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. Frankfort:  William Hunter, 1804. 

Black, Henry Campbell. Black’s Law Dictionary, Fifth Edition. St. Paul:  West Publishing Co., 
1979. 

Burroughs, Tony. Black Roots: A Beginner’s Guide to Tracing the African American Family Tree. 
New York:  Fireside, 2001. 

Byers, Paula K., ed. African American Genealogical Sourcebook. Detroit:  Gale Research, Inc., 
1995. 

Croom, Emily Anne. Unpuzzling Your Past: A Basic Guide to Genealogy, Third Edition. 
Cincinnati:  Betterway Books, 1995. 

Franklin, John Hope. From Slavery to Freedom:  A History of Negro Americans, Fifth Edition. 
New York:  Alfred A. Knopf, 1980. 

Greenwood, Val D. The Researcher’s Guide to American Genealogy, Third Edition. Baltimore:  
Genealogical Publishing Company, 2000. 

Littell, William. The Statute Law of Kentucky, Volume II. Frankfort:  Johnston & Pleasants, 1810. 

Littell, William and Swigert, Jacob. A Digest of the Statute Law of Kentucky…also the English 
and Virginia Statutes Yet in Force, Vol. II. Frankfort:  Kendall and Russell, 1822. 

Morehead, C.S. and Brown, Mason. A Digest of the Statute Laws of Kentucky, Vol. I. Frankfort:  
Albert G. Hodges, 1834. 

Renick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names. Lexington:  The University Press of Kentucky, 1984. 

Smith, Franklin Carter and Croom, Emily Ann. A Genealogist’s Guide to Discovering Your 
African-American Ancestors. Baltimore:  Genealogical Publishing Company, 2008. 

Thackery, David T. Finding Your African American Ancestors: A Beginner’s Guide. Orem, UT:  
Ancestry Publishing, 2000. 

Woodson, Carter G., compiler and editor. Free Negro Owners of Slaves in the United States in 
1830. Washington, D.C.:  The Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, 1924. 

Woodtor, Dee Parmer. Finding a Place Called Home:  A Guide to African-American Genealogy 
and Historical Identity. New York:  Random House, 1999. 

 

Contact Information 

Email:  csmaharrey@outlook.com  

Website:  https://www.NamePlaceDate.com 

Facebook:  @ANamePlaceandDate  
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